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CHUONG 1
JENNIE TRON CHAY

“Tém lai, t6i khong wa co ta,” co phuc vu c6 mai téc bay bay thi
thao noi.

Po6 13 mot tiéng thi thio 16n vi moi khach trong quan ca phé
Pleasant déu nghe thay. Ong tu hoi, trong trudng hop nay, “co ta”
la moét c6 phuc vu nao khac hay 1a mot khach thuong xuyén
gidng nhu 6ng.

“Mac gi tdi phai wa cd ta, dung khong ndo? €6 nghi khac thi
tuy c0.”

“To1 nghi c6 ta cling tot ma,” c6 phuc vu mét tron, thap bé hon
cat tiéng, cd vé kém tu tin hon so véi it phut trude.

“Khi 1én con ngao man thi c¢d ta mdi thé. Luc cadi mat vénh 1én
thi luBi c6 ta mdi nhoé doc. Chang hay ho chidt ndo. T6i biét hang
t4 ngudi kidu doé - chd bao gid' tin ho.”

“Chi ndi chang hay ho chtit ndo 13 y sao?” ¢d mat tron hoi.

Hercule Poirot, nguwdi duy nhat dang dung bita trong quan ca
phé vao 1dc 7 gio 30 phit toi ngay th® ndm, thang 2, biét rd cod
phuc vu téc bay bay muén ngu y gi. Ong mim cu®i mot minh.



Pay khong phai 1an dau cd dwa ra mdt quan sat sac bén.

“Néu vo tinh thot ra 15i g dd gay gat thi con tha th& dugc. Toi
khong ngai thi nhan, chinh toi cling thudng thé. Nhung t6i ma
vui thi t6i mudn moi nguoi cung vui. Thé mdi phai ch®. Nhung
cé nhitng ké nhu cd ta, chuyén chang cé gi ma c trAm trong
héa 1én. P6 chinh 1a loai nguwdi cAn phai tranh that xa.”

Ctra quan chot ma tung, bat ca vao bo tudng. Ping & 16i vao 13

mot phu nit trong bd 4o khodc ndu nhat ddi chiéc non cling mau
nau nhung sdm hon. €6 c¢é mai téc vang hoe. Poirot khong thay
khuon mat co. Pau c6 dang ngodi ra sau nhu chd ai do theo vao.

Vai gidy clra ngd cling 1a du lau dé cdi lanh dém hom tudc di
hét sy Am 4p cua can phong nho. Binh thuong, viéc dé s& khién
Poirot ndi cdu, nhung dng dang quan tAm su xuat hién kich tinh
ctia ké mdi dén nén chang may dé y tic dong ma co ta gay ra.

Ong ap ban tay 1én tach ca phé, hy vong git lai chit hoi &m
cho mén ubng ciia minh. Ngdi nha nhé hep, tudng xiéu veo tai
khu vuc Gregory’s Alley ndy c@ia London du chang phai sang
trong gi nhung lai c6 mén ca phé ngon nhat thé gidi. Ong khong
hay udng ca phé trudc va sau bita t8i - that ra, mot vién canh
nhu thé luon khién ong thady gom gém trong hoanh canh binh
thudng - nhung vao mdi th ndm, khi dén Pleasant chinh xac
Itc 7 gio 30 t6i, 6ng déu ban cho minh mot ngoai 1é. Gid thi 6ng
xem cai ngoai 1& hang tudn nay 1a mot th& truyén théng nho
nho.

Nhitng né nép khac ctia quan thi 6ng chang wa may: c mdi



khi dén quan, 6ng lai thay dao nia, khan an va ly nudc bay lung
tung trén ban va phai sap ching lai cho dtng vi tri. RS rang cac
cd phuc vu ludn cho rang cic mén d6 ndy nam dau dé - bat c®
dau - cling dugc. Poirot khong chiu va ludn doi hoi tai 1ap lai trat
tw moi khi 6ng dén.

“Xin 10i, c6 1am on ddng ctra sau khi vao dugc khong a?” Téc
Bay Bay goi v4i ra ngudi phu nit d0-nidu-nén-niu dang nam chit
khung ctra, mit van huéng ra dudng. “Hodc gia c6 khong vao
cling chang sao. Chdng tdi & trong nay khéng muon bi lanh céng
dau a.”

Ngudi phu nit bude vao. €6 ta khép ctra lai, khong hé ta 16i vi
dad dé ngd clra qua 1au. TU cudi phong cling nghe dugc hoi thé
gdp cla cd. Cd chirng nhu chang dé vy su hién dién cta moi
ngudi. Poirot dén cd bang mot cau “Chao cd” nhé nhe. Cd khé
xoay sang 6ng, nhung khong dap 18. Mat cd md 16n trong ndi lo
lang bat thudng, mot ndi lo da rd rang dé ngudi la cd thé nam
bat dugc nhu mot th vat chat.

Poirot khong con thay tinh tai va hai long nhu moi khi. Su
thanh binh cta ong da v tan.

Ngudi phu nit lao vdi dén cira sd, sim soi nhin ra ngodi. Co ta
sé khong thay thi mudn tim, Poirot nghi. Nhin vao man dém tr
mot can phong chiéu sang tdt thi chang thé thiy gi nhiéu khi
ma kinh cra chi phan chiéu hinh dnh & bén trong cidn phonsg.
Thé ma cd ta van dam dim nhin ra ngoai héi 1au, ¢ nhu quyét
chi mudn canh gac ca con dudng.

“0, hda ra 13,” c6 Téc Bay Bay ndi véi mot thodng buc bodi. “Co



chuyén gi vay? C6 gap chuyén gi sao?”

Nguoi phu nit d0-khodc-ndu-mii-ndu quay dau lai. “Khong,
toi...” LOi thdt ra nhu mot tiéng thon thitc. Nhung cd ta nén lai
duogc. “Khong. T6i 14y chiéc ban & goc cé duge khong?” €6 tré vao
chiéc ban & xa cadnh ctra nhat.

“Trt chd quy Ong kia dang ngdi, c6 mudn chon dau cling duoc
a. Cac ban déu tréng cd.” Suc nhd dén Poirot, Téc Bay Bay v0i bao
ong, “Bita t0i clia dng dang dudc niu, ngon 1am day a.”

Poirot rat thich nghe cu ndy. Thitc 4n & Pleasant ngon chang
kém ca phé. That ra, xét ca hai khodn nay, Poirot thiy khé tin
vao diéu ma dng dugc biét: cdc dau bép & day déu la nguoi Anh.
Incroyable.

Téc Bay Bay quay sang ngudi phu nit dang lo 1ang. “co chic 1a
khong sao chi, Jennie? Trong c6 ¢ nhu vira gdp phai ma quy
ay.”

“T6i khong sao, cAm on. Toi chi xin mot tach tra néng that
dac, lam on nhé.”

Jennie budc voi dén chiéc ban & géc xa, ngang qua Poirot ma
khong hé nhin dng. Ong khé xoay ghé dé cé thé quan st co. Chac
chan c6 ta dang gip chuyén, mot chuyén ma cd rd rang khong
muon noi véi cac c6 phuc vu. Khong cdi do, cdi non, cd ngoi
xuong chiéc ghé trong ra duong, dau lung vdi cdnh cira. Chi xong
diu day cd6 mdi ngodi lai, nhin ra sau.

C6 co hoi quan sat chi li hon khudn mat co, Poirot dodn cb trac
bén muoi tudi. b6i mat to xanh ludén mdé 18n va khong bao gidy
chdp. Poirot nghi, ddi mat 4y nhu dang nhin mot canh tuong



gdy sOc. “Gap phai ma quy”, Téc Bay Bay dd nhan xét nhu thé.
Nhung Poirot chang thiy canh tugng ndo kinh khtng véi Jennie
ca, chi c6 can phong vudng vitc véi ban ghé, chiéc ti gd treo 4o
khoac va ndn, cung nhitng chiéc ké cong vénh, dd trong luong
clia rat nhiéu 4m tach vdi mau sic, hoa vin va kich cd khac
nhau.

Cac ké nay chi nhin thay thoéi 13 cling da rung minh! Poirot
chang hiéu sao mot chiéc ké cong oan lai khdng dugc thay ngay
bang mdt chiéc ké phang phiu. Ong ciing khong thé hiéu néi vi
sao ngudi ta xép nia lén chiéc ban vudéng ma lai khéng chiu dat
nod song song vdi canh ban. Tuy vay, khong phai ai cling suy nghi
nhu Hercule Poirot va tir 1du 6ng d3 chap nhan diéu do, ca mat
thuén 1oi 1an bat lgi ma né gay ra.

Ngbdi nhap nhdm trén ghé, ngudi phu nit - Jennie - dim dam
nhin ra ca nhu cho doi ai dé xdng vao bat ¢t Itic nao. CO6 dang
run ray, chic mot phan vi lanh.

Khong - Poirot doi y - hoan toan khéng vi lanh. Quan di 4m
lai r6i. Do muén canh chitng cdnh c¥a, Jennie ngbi quay mat vé
phia do, gitt khoang cach tbi da, day 1a két ludn hop 1y duy nhat.

Nang tach ca phé 1én, Poirot roi ban minh, tién vé phia co. Co
khong deo nhan cudi, 6ng nhan xét. “Cho phép tdi ngdi cling cd
mot 14t nhé?” Ong wdc gl cd thé sap xép lai dao nia, khin an va ly
nudc trén ban ¢6 nhw da lam & ban ong, nhung 6ng nén lai duoc.

“Xin 10i? A vang, dugc a.” Giong cd cho thdy cd6 chang may
quan tam. C6 chi quan tdm dén canh clra. C6 van dang rao riét
canh chirng nd, van nhap nhom trén ghé.



“Cho phép toi tu gidi thiéu. Tén t6i 1a... A...” Poirot bo 1irng. Néu
6ng cho c6 ta biét tén, Téc Bay Bay va c6 phuc vu kia sé nghe
thay, va vdi ho 6ng sé chang con 12 mot “quy dng nuwdc ngoai” vo
danh, mo6t cdnh sat huu tri tir Luc dia niYa. Cai tén Hercule Poirot
cé tac dung rat manh déi v4i mot sé ngudi. Sudt vai tuan qua, ké
ttr khi budc vao tinh trang 4n cu cuc ky thd vi, 1An dau tién
Poirot cAm nhan sy thanh than cta viéc chang 13 ai cu thé.

chang cé dau hiéu nao cho thiy Jennie quan tAm dén tén tudi
hay su hién dién clia 6ng. Mot giot 1é tudn ra tir khde mat, 1an
dai trén ma co.

“Thua ¢ Jennie,” Poirot néi, hy vong viéc goi bang tén thanh
sé dem lai chut co may thu huit su chd y ctia c6. “Toi tirng 1a
canh sat. Nay t6i dd nghi huu, nhung trudce 1dc nghi, trong cong
viéc, toi da tirng gap gd rat nhiéu nguoi ¢ trang thai bon chon
gidng nhw c¢6 hién nay. T6i khéng ngu y nhitng ngudi bat hanh,
du c6 rat nhiéu nguwdi nhu thé & bat c nudc nao. Khong dau, toi
dang néi dén nhitng ngudi tin rang minh dang gap nguy.”

cudi cuing, 6ng d3 gdy dudc 4n tuong. Pdi mat md 16n va sg
hii clia Jennie dan 1én 6ng. “La mot... mot canh sat?”

“Oui. T6i d& nghi huu nhiéu nam réi, nhung...”

“vay & London thi dng khong thé 1am gi duoc, phai khong a?
Ong khong thé... Y toi 12 6ng khong c¢é thAm quyén & day? Dé bat
t6i pham hay nhitng viéc tuong tu?”

“pung vay.” Poirot mim cudi vdi cd. “O’ London t6i 12 mdt dng
gia dang huéng nhitng ngay huu tri.”

P3 gAn mudi gidy c6 khong nhin ra cira.



“T6i nodi cd dang khong, c6 nhi? C6 tin minh dang gap nguy,
ding khong? C6 nhin ra sau phai chang vi c6 nghi cé ké nao dé
dang sg dang theo chan c6 dén day va sé xong qua ctra bat c lic
nao?”

“0, toi dang gdp nguy, ddng thé!” €6 cé vé mudn ndi thém. “Cé
that 13 ong khong con dinh liu gi dén cadnh sat nita ch?”

“Khong dinh liu gi cd,” Poirot trAn an. Khong mudén cd nghi
6ng hoan toan hét thdi, 6ng bd sung, “Néu nhu cd muén canh
sat giup thi t6i cé mot nguwdi ban 1a tham t¥ & Scotland Yard. Anh
ta con tré 1am - chi nhinh hon ba muoi mét chut thdi - nhung
anh ta s@ tién xa trong nganh canh sat, tdi nghi thé. chac chan
anh ta s@ rat vui néu dugc tiép kién co. Vé phan t6i, toi cd thé...”
Poirot khung lai khi thay c6 phuc vu mat tron tién dén, bung
theo moét tach tra.

M0 tra Jennie xong, c0 ta lui vao bép. Tdc Bay Bay ciing da vao
lai do. Biét cd nay thich suy dién vé hanh vi clia cac vi khach
quen, Poirot doan sdm mudn gi co ta cling sé dung ra mot cau
chuyén séng déng vé Quy ong Nudc ngoai va cudc viéng ban cia
Jennie diy bat ngo. V&i moi khach cta Pleasant, Poirot hiém khi
ndi cadu nao dai hon muc can thiét. Chi trtr mot 1an khi ong dung
bita tai day cung Edward Catchpool — tham t& ctia Scotland Yard
ma 6ng tam thdi & ciing nha tro - 14 dng cd trao ddi qua lai, trén
tinh than I'hibernation.

Poirot chang thich viéc budn dua 1é cia cic cd phuc vu. Ong
rat mirng vi s vang mat ctia ho cé 1gi cho 6ng. Ong hy vong diéu
dé s& 1am ting co hdi Jennie chiu tho 16.



“TOi s€ rat vui néu dugc tw van cho cd, thua co,” 6ng noi.

“Ong tot 1am, nhung khong ai gitip dugc t6i dau.” Jennie quét
mat. “Téi mong dugc gitip 1Am chd... mong ghé gém! Nhung
mudn roi. Téi da chét, 6ng thay day, hay cling chang may chdc
nita thoi. T6i khdng thé ¢ 1an trén mai duoc.”

Pd chét... LOi co ta dwa mot con lanh mdi vao can phong.

“Cho nén, chang codn ai gitip dugc gi dau,” cd ndi tiép, “ma cd
con di nita thi toi cling khong xi*ng dang... Nhung... cé dng ngoi
cung ban, toi cAm thay thu tha hon do6i chut.” €6 khoanh tay lai,
hodc gia dé thodi mai hon, hoic gid dé ngin co thé run 1én. C6
chua uéng mot ngum tra nao. “Xin 6ng c@ ngdi lai day. Khi tro
chuyén cuing 6ng thi toi sé khong bi sao ca. it ra do cling 1a chut
an ui.”

“Thua ¢6, diéu nay rat hé trong. Hién c6 van dang sOng, va
chung ta phai Iam moi viéc can thiét dé giit cho c6 séng. Hiy cho
toi biét...”

“Khong!” €6 co rdm lai trong ghé, mat mé& 16n. “Khong, 6ng
khong dugc! Khdng duge 1am bat cif viée gi dé ngan chin. Khong
thé njo. Khong thé tranh khai. Tdi chét di thi cdng ly rét cudc
mdi duoc thuc thi.” C6 lai ngodi nhin canh ci¥a.

Poirot chau may. Jennie cd thé dd kha hon do6i chut k& tir khi
ong ngdi vao ban cd, con dng thi chic chin cam thay tdi té hon.
“T6i hiéu cd c6 ding khong vay? €4 phai cd ngu v ai dé dang sin
dudi va mubn giét c6?”

Jennie nhin xody vao ong bang doi mat xanh dam 1é. “Néu tdi
tw nguyén dé bi giét thi dd cé thé xem 13 giét ngudi khong? Toi



chdn ngan 1am roi, c® phai trén chay va séng trong hai hiing.
Néu nhu nd phai xay ra thi t6i mong nd chéng két thuc di, ma
nd s& xay ra thoi vi phai 13 nhu thé. bé 1a cach duy nhit dé moi
thi¥ 6n thda. b6 13 diéu tdi ddng phai hitng chiu.”

“Khdng thé vay dugc,” Poirot néi. “Tuy khong biét cu thé vé
nhiing du cam cta c, téi van khong dong v vdi co. Giét nguoi
khong bao gi® 13 ding ca. Anh ban canh sat cda toi... cd phai dé
anh ay gidp cd.”

“Khong! Ong khong duge ndi mot 101 nao vdi 6ng ta hay bat c
ai. Hay hwa vdi toi dil”

Hercule Poirot khong cd théi quen hi¥a hen ma khong gitt 10i.

“Co da lam gi dé dén ndi phai chiu suw trng phat bang cai
chét? Phai chang chinh c6 da giét ai d6?”

“TOi ¢ giét ngudi hay khong thi cé khac gi dau? Ong biét day,
dau phai chi cé giét ngudi mdi 14 khong thé dung thir. Chic dng
chua tirng 1am viéc gi thuc sw khong thé dung thd, phai khong
ong?”

“con cd thi da 1am u? VA co tin rang cd phai tra gid bang mang
s6ng ctia minh? Non. VAy khong 6n. Gid nhu t6i thuyét phuc
duogc co theo t6i vé nha tro chia tdi - cling & gan day thoi. Nguoi
ban & Scotland Yard ctia t6i, Ong Catchpool...”

“Khong!” Jennie bat day khai ghé.

“Xin c6 hay ngobi xudng cho, thua cb.”

“Khong. 0, t6i dd ndi qua nhiéu! T6i that 13 ngu ngbdc! THi thd
16 vdi 6ng chi vi 6ng cé vé tir té va tdi nghi dng khong thé 1am gi.



Néu dng khong ndi ong da nghi huwu va tir nude khac dén, toi sé
chang thot ra nira 16i! Xin hdy h@a véi toi didu nay: néu ngudi ta
tim thay tdi dd chét, xin dng bio ngudi ban canh sat ctia 6ng
dirng truy lung hung thd.” €6 nham nghién mat lai, hai tay chap
vao nhau. “Oi, mong dirng ai m& miéng! vu 4n dé khong bao gio
nén pha. Hay hira vdi t6i 6ng sé bao ngudi ban canh sat cia 6ng
rang toi da dong y dé bi giét. Néu dng cdn quan tAm dén cong ly
thi xin hdy lam theo yéu cau cda tbi.”

Co ta lao ra cira. Poirot d*ng diy dé di theo. Nhung rodi, nhan
ra cai khoang cach ma c6 da bang qua trong khoang thoi gian
6ng nhic minh 1én khoi ghé, 6ng ngdi xuong trd lai, budt ra
tiéng thd dai. vo ich, Jennie di ra di, di vao man dém. Ong s&
chang bao gi& bat kip cd.

Ctra nha bép md& ra va Toc Bay Bay xuat hién cung bita toi ctia
Poirot. Mui thom ctia né lam bao t 6ng khé chiu. Ong da mat
sach moi hitng tht &n udng.

“Jennie dau réi a?” Téc Bay Bay hoi nhu thé 6ng cd trach
nhiém nao dé vé su bién mat ciia Jennie. M3 that ra ong cling
cdm thay cd trach nhiém. Gi4d nhu 6ng di chuyén nhanh hon, gia
nhu 6ng lya 101 can than hon...

“That 1a qua dang!” Téc Bay Bay dat manh bita an clia Poirot
xudng ban rdi nang budc quay trd vé ctra bép. Khi day né mé ra,
cd noi 16n, “A Jennie dé da bé di ma khéng thanh toan!”

“Nhung co ta phai thanh toan khoan gi co ch®&?” Hercule
Poirot thi thao vdi chinh minh.



Sau mot phut nd luc bat thanh tu budc minh quan tdm dén
khoanh thit bd cling chd mi sgi ran, Poirot dén g& ctra nha bép.
Téc Bay Bay mé& hé cira dé khong lam 10 ra cai khung canh phia
sau than hinh manh mai cuaa co.

“Bia 4n cua ong cé van dé gi khong a?”

“Xin cho phép t6i thanh toan khodn tién trd ma cb Jennie
quén chua tra,” Poirot dé nghi. “Pai lai, xin c6 cho t6i hdi vai ba
cau dugc khong a?”

“Ong quen Jennie sao? Toi chua tirng thay 6ng cung dén vdi co
ta trudc day.”

“Khong quen, sao 6ng lai dén ngoi vdi cd ta?”

“CO ta dang sg hai, dang rat hoang mang. T6i thay bon chon vé
diéu dé. T6i hy vong cé thé gitp gi dugc cb ta.”

“Loai nguoi nhu Jennie, 6ng khéng giip dugc dau,” Téc Bay
Bay noi. “Pugc thoi, toi sé tra 10i cac cau hdi ctia dng, nhung toi
xin hdi ong trudc mot cau nhé: 6ng tirng lam canh sat & dau?”

Poirot khong thém chi ra rang c6 da héi 6ng dén bon cau. Cau
nay la cau thi tu.

C6 soi méi nhin 6ng qua cip mat ti hi. “@ noi ndo dé ngudi ta
nodi tiéng Phap, nhung khong phai nudc Phap, dung khong a?” co
noéi. “T6i da thay khudn mat 6ng trong ra sao khi cac co gai kia

r”

ndi ‘gd ngudi Phap’.



Poirot mim cudi. C6 1& dé cho cd biét tén cling chang hai gi.
“TOi 1a Hercule Poirot, thua c6. Pén tr nudc Bi. Rat han hanh
dugc quen biét c6.” Ong chia tay ra.

CO bat tay 6ng. “Fee Spring. Tén that 1 Euphemia, nhung moi
ngudi déu goi toi 14 Fee. Néu goi nguyén tén cua toi thi ngudi ta
s& khong nhé néi minh dinh ndi gi tiép, phai khong a? Khong
phai vi t6i xau xa gi dju day.”

“CO c6 biét nguyén tén ctia cb Jennie khong?”

Fee hat diu vé hudng chiéc ban ctia Poirot, noi bita &n ¢ hu
ctia 6ng van con dang téa khéi. “Xin 6ng hdy dung bita. Chi mot
choc nita 13 t6i ra ngay.” C6 dot ngdt rut vao trong, sip cra ngay
trudc mat ong.

Poirot lui vé chd. C6 1& 6ng phai lam theo 161 khuyén cta Fee
Spring, nd luc hon véi khoanh thit bd. That phan khich khi ndi
chuyén vdi ai d6 c6 kha nang quan sat chi tiét. Poirot khong gap
qué nhiéu nguoi nhu thé.

Fee nhanh chdng xuat hién lai vdi chiéc tach trén tay, khong
dia 16t. C6 uéng mot ngum roi ngdi xuodng chiéc ghé ma Jennie
b6 lai. Poirot c6 khong nhan mat trudc Am thanh uéng nudc ma
cO tao ra.

“Toi khong biét gi nhiéu vé Jennie,” ¢d ndi. “Chi 1a nhitng th
nhat nhanh dugc qua nhitng 10i chudng tai ma co ta ndi ra. C6 ta
la ngudi gitp viéc trong mot ngdi nha 16n. Song & day. bé 1a ly do
vi sao cd ta thudng dén diy. Pé lam cdi viéc cua gia nhan iy ma:
mua c3 phé va banh trdi dem vé phuc vu nhitng bira tiéc tung
linh dinh. Bdng qua cd cdi thanh ph6 nay - c6 1an c6 ta da ndi



thé. Khoi gi khach quen ctia ching toi cling di xa nhu vay. Jennie
bao gi® cling luu lai, ubng nuwéc. ‘Lam on cho moén cii’, 1an nao
dén cd ta cling ndi thé, ci nhu cd ta 1a tiéu thu thit thiét vay. Cai
giong diéu ra vé kiéu sa dé, tdi chang coi ra gi. P6 dau phai 1a
giong bAm sinh cfia c6 ta. €O ta khong néi nhiéu chang qua vi
biét r6 sé khong gitt mai duge chat giong kiéu sa dd.”

“Xin 16i,” Poirot néi, “nhung 1am sao cd biét cd Jennie khong
phai Itc nao cling ndi nang theo cach do?”

“Ong cd bao gio nghe mot gia nhan lic nao cling ndi nang nhw
thé chua? Toi thi chua dau.”

“Oui mais... Vay ra dé chi 13 don doan?”

Fee Spring bat dic di thira nhan cd ta khdong biét chic. Sudt
bay 1au cd ta biét Jennie, Jennie van ludn an néi “nhw mot tiéu
thu thit thiét”.

“To1 ddm noi thé nay vé Jennie: c6 ta 12 mot cd6 hau tra, cho
nén it ra trong dau c6 ta cling cé chut hiéu biét.”

“CO hau tra?”

“pung vay.” Fee hit vao mui ca phé téa ra tir chiéc tach cua
Poirot. “Néu dng da hoi thi xin thua, dan nghién tra ma di uéng
ca phé thi chi nhin thoang qua 1a biét ngay 4y ma.”

“CO cd biét ho cia quy ba ma Jennie phuc vu khong, hay dia
chi ngdi nha 16n d6?” Poirot hoi.

“Khong. ThAm chi ho ctia Jennie t6i con chua biét nita 1a. T6i
chi biét c6 ta di trai qua nhiéu ndm budn khd. C6 1an cb ta da
noi thé.”



“Budn kho? €6 ta cd néi 1a kiéu budn kho nao khdng?”

“con kiéu ndo nita?” Fee qua quyét. “Kiéu lam trai tim thon
thirc ay.”

“Y t6i 1a cd rat nhiéu nguyén do giy budn kho: tinh yéu khong
dugc hoi dap, mat di nguoi yéu thuong mot cach bi thdm & dod
tudi tré trung...”

“0’, ching t6i chang hé biét d4 1a chuyén gl.” Fee néi v4i mot
thodng cay cu trong chat giong. “va sé khong bao gi¢ biét. Co ta
chi hé 10 mdi mot tlr, budn khd, chi vay thdi. Ong thay day, van
dé ctia Jennie 1a ¢6 ta khong chiu néi. Khi cd ta ngbi & chiéc ghé
nay day, ong chang gidp gi dugc cd ta dau. €O ta bd di 6ng ciing
chang 1am gi dugc. Jennie tu bung bit hoan toan, dé 14 rac réi
cua cb ta. Co ta thich trAm minh vao do, cho du nd 13 gi.”

Tu bung bit hoan toan... Nhitng 16i nay khoi day ndi Poirot ky
e vé mot toi thir ndm & Pleasant nhiéu tuan trudc, khi Fee néi
vé mot vi khach.

Ong noi, “Co ta khong hoi han gi cd, n’est-ce pas? Co ta khong

quan tAm dén giao tiép x3 hoi hay tro chuyén? €6 ta khong quan
tAm tim hiéu nhitng tin titc mdi nhat trong cudc sdng ngudi
khac, ding khong nhi?”

“Qua dung!” Fee cd vé an tugng. “Co ta chang cd chut td md
nao ca. T6i chua ting thay ai nhu thé, chi thu minh vao nhitng
md&i quan tam riéng. Co ta khong thdy ca thé gidi 1an nhitng
ngudi ching ta. €6 ta khong bao gio hoi han ngudi khac song thé
nao hay cong viéc ra sao.” Fee chot nghiéng dau. “Ong nam bat
cling nhanh that nhi?”



“TOi chi biét tir nhitng gi nghe 10m dugc c6 ndi vdi cac cd phuc
vu khac thoi ma, thua co.”

Khuon mét Fee chot dé du. “T6i thay ngac nhién 13 dng da cat
cong nghe ching toi tan gau.”

Poirot khong mudn lam c6 bdi roi thém, vi vy 6ng khong cho
cO biét dng dang rat trong dgi vao cdc md ta cta cb vé nhitng ca
nhan da dugc ong liét vao hang ‘Nhitng nhan vat clia quan ca
phé&. Ong Khong Han chang han. Mbi 1an dén day, ong ta déu kéu
mon an, roi 14p tic hity mén vi cho rang mén dd khdng hdn 1a
mon 6ng ta thich.

Bay gid khong phai 12 1dc thich hgp dé truy vAn xem Fee cd dit
cai tén nao cho Hercule Poirot - gidng nhw 6ng d3 dat tén cho
Ong Khong Han - va dung né moi khi dng vang mat hay khong?
Han s& 12 mot cai tén ndo dé gan vdi bd ria mép diéu dang cua
ong.

“Vay ra co Jennie khong muon biét chuyén ctia nguoi khac,”
Poirot dam chiéu ndi, “nhung c6 ta cling khong giong nhiing
ngudi chang quan tdm dén cudc song va suy nghi cia nhitng
ngudi xung quanh, ma chi ké 1& dai dong vé chinh ban than
minh. C6 ta khong nhu thé, ding khong nhi?”

Fee nhudn may. “Ong cé tri nhd tot that day. Lai chinh xac
nita ch. Khong, Jennie khong phai 1a loai nguoi thich néi vé
minh. Hoi thi c6 ta ddp, nhung khéng nan na lai. Co ta khong
muon gitt qua 1au th? gl § trong dau, cho du do 1a gi di niva. Bau
vat cia c6 ta — du nd khong lam cho c6 ta hanh phuc - chinh 1a
nhitng gi ma cd ta khac khoai. Tl 14u tdi da théi khong tim hiéu



c6 ta nita.”

“C6 ta dang khac khoai véi ndi budn khd,” Poirot ha giong. “va
st hiém nguy.”

“Co ta ndi minh gap nguy u?”

“Oui, mademoiselle. T6i tiéc 13 dd khong kip ngan co ta bo di.

Néu cd chuyén gi xay dén vdi cd ta...” Poirot 1ac dau, wdc gi ra
khoi cai cAm xdc ma 6ng da roi vao. Ong dung long ban tay vo
mat ban khi di dén quyét dinh. “Demain matin, tdi s& quay lai

day. CO ndi co ta thudng dén day, n’est-ce pas? TOi sé tim ra co ta

”
!

trwdc khi moi nguy dén. LAn nay Hercule Poirot s nhanh hon

“Nhanh hay cham cling thé ca thoi,” Fee ndi. “Khong ai tim ra
Jennie dau, cho du c6 ta cé ¢ ngay trudc miii, va cling khong ai
gitp duoc co ta dau.” C6 dirng day, nhat dia thic an cta Poirot.
“pé& cho thitc 4n ngon ngudi lanh hét that khdng phai chit nao,”
cO két lun.



CHUONG 2
AN MANG TRONG BA CAN PHONG:

cau chuyén d3a bat dau nhu thé véi Hercule Poirot, Jennie va Fee
spring vao budi tdi thi ndm ngdy 7 thiang 2 ndm 1929, giita
nhitng ké dung am tra cong vénh trong quan ca phé Pleasant.

Hay hinh nhw nd bat dau nhu thé. Toi khong tin nhitng cau
chuyén doi thuc ludn cé dau cé diia. Tiép cin chung tir moi diém
thuan lgi nao, ta déu thay chung kéo dai bat tan tir qua khw, tran
sang tdi twong lai, khong c6 gi ngan duogc. Ta khong bao gid ndi
dugc rang “Né6 1a thé nay,” va vé ra mot phac do.

May thay, nhitng cau chuyén thuc luén cé nhitng nhan vat
nam, nit. Ban than t6i khong phai 1a nhan vat chinh, va t6i cling
chang mong moi diéu 4y, song tdi biét qua rd tat cd ho déu 1a
that.

T6i khong hién dién vao budi tdi thi ndm hoém dé tai quan ca
phé. Tén cua t6i d3 dwgc nhic dén - Edward Catchpool, ngudi
ban canh sat tw Scotland Yard ctia Poirot, cdi gad “khong nhinh
hon ba muwoi 1a bao” (chinh xac 1a ba mudi hai) - nhung téi da
khong c6 mat & dd. Tuy vay, tdi di th 14p khodng trong bang



kinh nghiém cd nhin dé viét mdt bdo cdo vé ciu chuyén cua
Jennie. May thay t6i da duoc trg gidp boi 15i ké cia Hercule
Poirot, va khong thé c6 nhan chitng nio t6t hon dng.

Toi dang viét chang cho ai cd ma cho chinh ban than. Khi nao
viét xong, t6i s& doc di doc lai cho dén khi cé thé nhin xuyén qua
cac tir ngl’ ma khong cdm thay cu soc t6i dang cam nhan khi
viét... cho dén khi cau hoi “lam sao né ¢ thé dién ra?” nhudng
cho cho cau “dé 1a nhiing gi da dién ra.”

Pén mot lic nao do, toi sé phai nghi dén mot cai twa ndo hay
hon 13 ‘Cau chuyén ciia Jennie’. D6 13 mot cai twa khong dat.

Sau tuan lé trudc cai hom th® ndm ké trén, toi gip Hercule
Poirot 1An dau tién khi ong dén thué phong trong ngdi nha tro &
London do ba Blanche Unswoorth lam chu. 6 13 moét toa nha
rong rai, sach tinh tuom, mat tién rdt vuong vic va ndi that
khong thé ndo nit tinh hon. Khap noi déu cé nhitng vién, nhitng
diém, nhitng tia tot.

Poi khi toi s¢ ngay nao do toi sé dén s lam va phat hién ra
nhitng duong diém mau hoa cai trong phong khach cach chi dé
van bam theo ctii ché hay doi gidy cla toi.

Khong gidng tdi, Poirot khong phai 1a khach thué dai han
trong ngdi nha ma chi 1a khach ngin ngdy. “Tdi s& thudng thitc
it nhat mot thang nghi ngoi, khong hoat dong,” 6ng noi vdi toi
nhu thé vao cii dém diu tién gidp nhau. Ong ndi cau do vébi vé
day quyét tAm, nhu thé 6ng tudng tuong téi sé ngdn can ong.
“pau dc toi ngay cang ban biu,” 6ng giai thich. “Nhiéu y nghi c
don dip chay qua... & day toi tin rang ching s& chAm bét lai.”



T6i hoi ong sinh song & dau, bung cho dgi cu tra 11 1a “Phap”.
Lat sau, t6i mdi biét 6ng 1a nguoi Bi chir khong phai ngudi Phap.
Pap lai cAu héi cia t6i lic dob, 6ng budc dén clra so, vén tim rém
ren sang bén va trd vao toa nha Ién, sang trong & cach dd
khoang ba tram mét.

“Ong séng & d6 w?” tdi hoi, nghi rang 6ng dang dua.

“Oui. T6i khong muodn & cach nha qud xa,” Poirot giai thich.
“T6i rat thich ngdm né: mot khung canh that dep!”

Ong nhin ngdi nha day tw hdo. Trong khoanh khac toi tu héi
phai chang 6ng da quén ca téi dang ding dé. R6i 6ng nodi, “Du
lich 13 mot diéu tuyét voi. N6 rat kich thich nhung lai khéng thw
gidn. Ma néu t6i khong di dau dé thi tAm tri chia Poirot t6i sé
dang nay hay dang khac. @ nha thi s& bi tim ra qua dé dang. Mot
ngudi ban hay mdt ngudi xa la s mo dén vdi mot van dé cuc ky
quan trong comme toujours — luén ludén la cuc ky quan trong! —

va nhitng t& bio xdm nho nhé mdt lai s& ban biu va khong thé
bao tdn dugc ning lwgng. Cho nén Poirot phai tung tin rang 6ng
ta roi London mot thoi gian, ky that lai nghi ngoi @ mét noi quen
thudc nhung tranh duwgc moi quiy nhiéu.”

Ong c thé ndi subt, con toi thi gt gl theo, nhu thé hoan toan
thong hiéu, 1ong tu héi chang biét ¢ phai cang cao tudi ngudi ta
cang 1ap di hon hay khong.

Ba Unsworth khéng bao gi¢ niu bita t6i vao th nam. bé 1a
budi t6i hang tuin ba viéng tham cd em gai cia ngudi chdong qua
cO0 - va dé cling 1a ly do vi sao Poirot phat hién ra quan ca phé



Pleasant. Ong bao t6i 6ng khong thé dé bi bat gip & nhitng noi
6ng van thudng lui téi khi ma moi ngudi déu hiéu 6ng da roi
thanh pho, va héi t6i ¢ 101 khuyén nao khong “vé mot noi ma
ngudi nhu anh c6 thé dén, mon ami. Noi ndo ndu &n ngon 4y.”
TOi gidi thiéu cho 6ng quan Pleasant: chat choi, hoi 1ap di, nhung
khach dén mot 1an thi hau hét sé trd lai, trd lai hoai.

T6i th ndm d6 — budi tdi ma Poirot gip Jennie — 6ng trd vé
nha vao lic 10 gid 10, tré hon nhiéu so véi 1é thuong. Toi dang
ngdi & phong khach, gan 10 sudi, nhung khong cich chi thdy Am
1én. T6i nghe tiéng ba Unsworth thi thao vai gidy vdi Poirot sau
khi c6 tiéng cra chinh mé& ra roéi khép lai. Chic han ba di chd
san 6ng ngoai tién sanh.

T6i khong nghe ba ndi gi, nhung doan thi dugc thoi: ba dang
lo 1ang, va tdi chinh 13 nguyén do su lo 1ang dy. Trd vé tir nha c6
em dau vao luc 9 gid 30, ba bdng nhan dinh rang toi dang gip
chuyén gi dé khdong on. “Trong toi rat dang so, nhu thé bi mat an
mAat ngd”, ba ndi véi t6i nhu vay. Chang hiéu ndi 1dm sao dé
nhan ra mot ngudi “trong cé vé da bd bita”. Trong toi gay go hon
l4c dung diém tAm sang hom 4y ching?

Ba do xét t6i tr nhiéu ngdc ngach va dé nghi dt moi th¥ sang
kién dé gitip t6i dugc tot 1anh, bat dau tir nhitng tri liéu thdng
thuong nhat doi v4i nhitng trudng hop nhw thé: d6 an, thic
udng, su lang nghe than thién. €4 1an, khi t6i tir chdi ca ba th
d6 mot cach hét sitc hoa nh3, ba d3 dua ra nhitng goi y con ky
quac hon nita: modt chiéc gdi nhoi cd, réi chat gi dé hoi hoi tir
mot chai mau xanh ma tdi phai trat vio bon nudc tam.



TOi cAm on ba va tir chdi. B cudng cudng dao mat khap phong
khach, tim mot vat gl dd c thé ddi cho tdi ciing véi 16i cam doan
rang né sé& giai quyét cac van dé cta tdi.

Gio' day, nhiéu kha nang ba dang thi thao vdi Poirot, nhd ong
nai ép t6i nhan cai chai xanh hoi rinh kia hay chiéc gdi nhoi co.

Trd vé tir Pleasant moi tdi th® nidm, Poirot thudng doc sach
trong phong khach dén 9 giv. Toi tré vé tir khach san Bloxham
vao luc 9 giv 15, quyét dinh khong nghi ngoi gi dén chuyén toi da
gap O dd, long rat mong tim thay Poirot trén chiéc ghé wa thich
clia 6ng dé chung t6i cd thé trao ddi vai cAu chuyén tAm phao vui
vé nhu moi khi.

Ong ta khong cé do. Sy ving mait cia dng khién tdi cd cai cam
gidc ky la nhu xa cdch moi th®, nhv mat dat chot sup xudng
dudi chan. Poirot 1d mAu ngudi diéu do, khong thich thay ddi
nhitng thdéi quen von cd. “Catchpool a, chinh nhitng né nép
khong doi hang ngay sé gitip cho tAm tri dugc thw gidn,” dng
nhiéu 1an ndi nhw vay vdi t6i... Thé ma 6ng da vé mudn phai dén
nhitng mudi 1am phat roi.

Khi t6i nghe tiéng cra chinh md ra vao lic 9 gid 30, tdi dd hy
vong dé la ong, nhung hda ra lai 1a ba Unsworth. Toi sém nita
bat ra mot tiéng rén. Néu biét lo cho ban than thi diéu toi ky la
day dua véi ké nio d6 ma thu tiéu khién chinh 13 1am Am 1
nhitng viéc khéng dau.

TO6i sg sé khong thuyét phuc duoc ban than quay trd lai khach
san Bloxham ngay hom sau, du t6i biét minh phai lam vay. Toi
dang co khéng nghi dén chuyén dé.



VA gid day, tdi nghi, Poirot cudi cling da vé, va ong sé& lo lang
cho t6i dugc binh an vi ba Unsworth d3d nho va 6ng. T6i quyét
dinh tot nhat 1a trdnh gap ca hai.

Néu khong cé co hoi tro chuyén mot dé tai ndo dé nhe nhang
va thu gian, t6i tha 1a khong ndi nang gi.

Poirot xuit hién trong phong khach, vAn ddi nén, mic 4o
khodac. Ong khép ctra lai. T6i ch& doi mdt dong thac nhitng 101 hoi
han, nhung thay vao dé 6ng lai ndi, vé ngod ngan, “Pa mudn roi.
Toi ¢ di, loanh quanh cac phd, tim mai, tim mai ma chang thiy
gl c3, chi td vé nha mubn.”

Ong dang lo lang, ding vy, nhung khong phai cho tdi, khong
phai vé viéc toi d3 an chwa hodc s an khong. That 1a nhe nhdm.
“Tim kiém u?” t6i hoi.

“Oui. Tim mot ngudi phu nit tén la Jennie ma tdi rat mong
con song ch& chua bi giét chét.”

“Giét u?” Toi c6 cam gidc mat dat lai lun xudng. T6i biét Poirot
13 mdt tham t& ndi tiéng. Ong da k& tdi nghe mot sb vu an dng
tirng pha. Nhung 6ng dang trong giai doan tach roi khoi tat ca
nhitng viéc dd, nén tbi cling ngac nhién khi éng khong thot ra
cai tir ‘giét’ Ay, bang mot vé xdi quiy dén nhu vay.

“CO Jennie do6 trong thé nao?” T6i hoi. “Ong ta lai co ta di. Biét
dau tdi da thay c6 ta, nhat 13 néu lién quan dén an mang. Toi
nay to6i da thay hai phu n va mot nguoi dan ong bi giét. Cho
nén biét dau 6ng gip hén. Ngudi dan ong thi chic khong tén
Jennie roi, nhung hai nguoi kia thi...”

“Attendez, mon ami,” giong diém tinh ctia Poirot cat ngang




nhitng 161 dong dai tham hai c@ia tdi. Ong gid nén va bat dau cdi
khuy 4o khodc. “Xem chirng ba Unsworth c¢6 ly... Anh gap chuyén
gi 32 0, ma sao t6i lai khong thay ngay nhi? Trong anh xanh 1am
ddy. Cac suy nghi cta tdi ¢ chay van vo, nhung moéi khi thay ba
Unsworth tién dén 13 ching lai thu x8p dé linh di chd khac!
Nhung lam on ndi cho Poirot nay biét di, immédiatement... cd

chuyén gi vay?”

“Co ba 4n mang,” t6i nodi. “Ca ba déu khong gidbng bat c¥ 4n
mang nao toi ting gip. Hai nit va mot nam. MOi ngudi trong
mot phong khac nhau.”

DI nhién, t6i da tirng ching kién nhiéu cai chét di. Toi 1am
viéc cho Scotland Yard d3 gan hai nam va ting lam canh sat
trong ndm nam, nhung hau hét cic 4n mang déu cd biéu hién 5
rét clla sw mat kiém soat: ai dé bi d4 chét trong mdt con cau
giadn, hay ai ddé qué say xin va bi mat 1y tri. Nhitng vu viéc &
Bloxham thi rat khac. Ké ba 1an ra tay giét ngu0i tai khach san
da 1én ké hoach tlr trudc... tir ca thang trudc, tdi doan thé. Moi
hién trudng déu 1a mot cong trinh nghé thuat rung ron véi mot y
nghia an gidu ma t6i khéng sao gidi ma duoc. T6i kinh sg vdiy
nghi rang ké ma to6i d6i mat 1an nay khong phai 13 mot tén giét
ngudi dang con do, bira phia. €6 18 téi dang d6i mat mot bd dc
lanh lung, tinh vi, khéng cho phép minh sd say.

Chic chan tdi da qud tAm trang, nhung téi khong sao rii bd
nhitng cdm xuc van vo. Ba xac chét khép véi nhau: chi y nghi dé
khong thoi cling khién t6i rung minh. T6i nhta long khong dugc
dé hot hodng. Phai x Iy vu nay gidng nhu nhitng vu khac, du bé



ngoai ctia nd cd khac la thé nao.

“Ba 4n mang dién ra trong cac phong khac nhau cta cing mot
toa nha?” Poirot hoi.

“Khong, ciia khach san Bloxham ch®. N6 & trén duong
Piccadilly Circus. Chac dng khong biét khach san dé dau nhi?”

”»

“Non.

1a noi ma mot nguoi nhu toi dam to twdng dat chan vao. Qua
10ng 1ay.”

Poirot ngdi rat thang lung. “Ba 4n mang trong cung mot
khach san, va @ ba phong khac nhau?” ong hoi.

“Vang, va ca ba déu dién ra vao dau gid t6i, chi cach nhau
nhitng quing thdi gian ngan.”

“TOi nay u? Thé sao anh lai & day. Sao anh khong & khach
san? Hung thu bi bat rdi 4?”

“Pau co hén vay dudc, t6i e 1a thé. Nhung, t6i...” T6i khung lai,
dang hang. Toi cé thé di thang vao tudng thuat cac dit kién cta
vu an, nhung toi khong muon Poirot biét tinh than tdi da lung
lac ra sao trudc nhitng gi muc kich, va cang khéng muoén thu
nhan rang t6i chi & Bloxham trong chira diy ndm phtt, rang toi
da dau hang trude thoéi thic manh mé phai roi di.

Cd ba nan nhan dugc ddt ndm ngtta mot cdch chinh té: tay doc
héng, long ban tay up xudng, chdn khép vao nhau...

Sdp ddt chin chu. Cau dé nhu ghim vao tAm tri t6i ciing hinh
anh mot cdn phong t0i tdm t nhiéu nam vé trudc... mot can



phong ma tdi da bi cAm vao khi con bé, va ké tir dd da tir choi
budc vao ngay ca trong tri tudng tuong. Sudt cudc doi con lai, toi
van quyét khong budc vao trong dé.

Nhitng cdnh tay khéng sitc séng, long ban tay tp xudng.

“cam tay 6ng di, Edward.”

“pirng lo, cdnh sat dang bu day noi do6,” tdi cao giong ndi
nhanh dé xua di cai hinh 4nh khdng md&i ma dén 4y. “Sang mai
trd lai cing con kip ma.” Thay 6ng dang chd mot cau tra 10i hoan
chinh, t6i ndi thém, “Pau éc tdi phai thanh than di. Néi thang
ra, cd doi toi chua tirng thiy ba &n mang nao ky la nhu thé nay.”

“Ky la & chd nao?”

“Cac nan nhan déu cé mot vat trong miéng minh. Cung mot
vat!”

miéng khac nhau.”

“Ba vat riéng ré giong hét nhau,” toi chinh lai. “Ba chiéc khuy
mang-xét, trong nhu bang vang rong, cé khac tén. 3 ba déu cé
chit ‘PIJ". Poirot? Ong on ch? Tréng dng...”

“Mon Dieu!” Poirot bat day, bat dau di ngang doc cin phong.

khong hiéu gi c3, vi anh dau da nghe t6i ké vé& cudc gap g& cbd
Jennie. T6i s& k& lai that nhanh dé anh hiéu.”

VGi Poirot, cach k& nhanh mot cAu chuyén khdéng hé giéng
nhu hau hét moi nguoi. Moi chi tiét déu quan trong nhw nhau,



du dé 1a ngon Ira thiéu song ba tram ngudi hay dé 1a ldm doéng
tién trén ma dia bé. Ong khong bao gid bi cAm do dé di voi dén
cot 16i ctia van dé, vi vy t6i phai ngdi xuéng ghé dé nghe dng
tudng thuat theo cai 18i riéng 4y ctia minh. Luc 6ng ké xong, toi
cam thay nhu da trai nghiém qua nhitng su kién dd, tham chi
con mach lac hon so v4i nhiéu khung canh ngoai doi ma dich
than toi tirng tham gia.

“MOt cau chuyén that ky 1a,” t6i ndi. “Lai trong cung mot dém
vdi ba &n mang & Bloxham nita chir. Qua la trung hgp.”

Poirot th& dai. “T6i khong nghi dd 1a trung hop dau, ban toi a.
Phai thira nhan rang su tring hop déi khi cling xay ra, nhung &
day lai c6 mot moi lién két rat ro rét.”

“Y 6ng néi mot bén 13 giét ngudi va bén kia 1a ndi so bi giét?”
ndi vé cai khac co.” Poirot ngling di loanh quanh trong phong
khach. Ong quay lai, doi mat t6i. “Anh ndi trong miéng ba nan
nhan cé ba chiéc khuy mang-xét bang vang khic chit ‘P1?”

“Pung vay.”

“CO Jennie, cO ay da noi vdi toi rat ro: ‘Xin hay hira vdi toi diéu
nay: néu ngudi ta tim thay t6i da chét, xin 6ng bao ngudi ban
canh sat cda 6ng dung truy lung hung thua. O0i, mong dirng ai mé&
miéng. Vu an dé khoéng bao gid nén pha. Anh nghi sao vé cu
noi: ‘0i, mong dirng ai md miéng’?”

Ong ta dua chang? C6 vé 1a khong. “Thi day,” tdi dap, “cling da
rd roi, dung khong a? Co ta so bi giét, nhung khéng mudn hung
tha bi trirtng phat néu han giét dugc cd va hy vong khong ai ndi



nang gi dé vach mit han. €d ta tin minh dang bi trirng phat.”

“anh chon y nghia thoat dau c6 vé hién nhién,” Poirot ndi.
Giong dng cd vé that vong. “Hay tw hoi liéu nhitng 10i 4y con
mang v nghia nao khac khong: ‘0i, mong dirng ai mé& miéng'.
Hay nghi dén ba chiéc khuy mang-xét vang ctia anh di.”

“Chtiing khong phai cda t6i,” toi nhan manh, 1ong chi mong
day vu viéc nay ra cang xa cang tét. “Thodi duoc, tdi biét ong
muon hudng dén chuyén gi, nhung...”

“Anh biét gi nao? Je conduis ma voiture a quoi?”

“Thi... ‘0i, mong dirng ai m& miéng cd thé hiéu rong ra la
‘Mong dirng ai m& miéng ba nan nhan bi giét & khach san
Bloxham'.” T6i cdm thay giong minh nghe cuc ky ngbdc nghéch
khi thét ra cai ly thuyét ngé ngan nay.

“Exactement. ‘Mong dirng ai m& miéng ho va tim ra cac chiéc

khuy mang-xét vang vdi chit khac PI7. Phai ching d6 13 diéu ma
Jennie mudn ndi? Rang cd ta biét ba nan nhan bi sat hai & khach
san, va biét ca ké giét ho, dong thoi cling toan giét chinh c6?”
Khong doi tdi phan hoi, Poirot ti€p tuc dong suy tuwdng cua
ong. “con ba chit PIJ... Ké mang cai tén viét tat d4, han rat quan
trong trong cau chuyén nay, n’est-ce pas? Jennie biét diéu dd. Co

ta biét néu ta tim ra v nghia ba chi¥ cai dé thi ta sé 1an ra hung
thil, va c¢6 ta mubn ngan chin diéu ndy. Alors, anh phai bat han
ta trudc khi qua mudn doi vdi Jennie, va vdi cid Hercule Poirot
nay nita, vi ong ta sé khong tha thi cho ban than dau!”

T6i hoang 1én khi nghe 6ng nodi thé. Téi cdm thay ap luc trach
nhiém phai tém c6 tén sit nhan, va ciing chang mong minh cé



16i trong viéc 1am cho Poirot phai day dit. Cé thuc 6ng ta nghi toi
13 ngudi cé nang luc tém cd mot tén sat nhan dau éc bénh hoan
dén cd do - ké ddm nghi ra viéc dat nhitng chiéc khuy mang-xét
cé khic tén vado miéng nhitng ngudi chét? Toi ludn 13 ngudi
thang than va 1am viéc t&t hon véi nhitng tinh tiét thang than.

“T6i nghi anh nén trd lai khach san,” Poirot ndi.

Y 6ong 13 ngay tirc thi. T6i rung minh khi nhd lai ba can phong
do.

“Ngdy mai cling con sém chan,” t6i ndi, cd tinh tranh tia mat
ong. “Toi phai ndi véi dng rang tdi s& khong 1am cai chuyén ngu
ngoc la dua nhan vat Jennie dd vao vu nay dau. Lam vay chi giy
roi thém cho moi nguoi ma thoéi. Ong da néu ra mot y nghia kha
di vé ciu ndi chtia cd ta, con toi thi néu ra mot y nghia khac. Lap
luan ctia 6ng nghe thu vi hon, nhung 1ap luan ctaa toéi hién thuc
hon gap hai chuc 1an.”

“Khong hél”

Mau thuan d3 no ra.

“Chung ta sé bat dong vdi nhau vé chuyén nay,” toi qua quyét
néi. “Néu ta hoi mot trim ngudi, téi e rang tit ca sé dong y vdi
tdi, chit chang ai dong y vdi 6ng dau.”

“TOi cling e thé.” Poirot thd dai. “Néu dugc, hdy cho phép toi
thuyét phuc anh vdy. Ban ndy, khi ké vé cdc 4n mang trong
khach san, anh ¢ noéi: ‘Cic nan nhan déu cé mot vat trong
miéng minh’, dang khong nhi?”

Toi xac nhan 1a dung.



“Anh khong ndi ‘trong miéng ho’, ma anh noéi ‘trong miéng
minh’ bdi 18 anh 13 ngudi c6 hoc va anh dung soO it chit khong
dung s6 nhiéu: ‘minh’ gin véi ‘mdi ngudi’ — né chuin vé mat
ngl’ phap. C6 Jennie 1a ngudi gitp viéc, nhung co6 ta lai cd cach
ndi cla nguodi cé hoc. va ca tir ving nita. Co ta dung cum tir
‘khong thé tranh khoi’ khi ndi vé cai chét ctia cb ta, hay viéc cd ta
bi giét. VA ¢d ta ndi véi tdi: ‘Cho nén, chang con ai gitp duoc gi
dau, ma c6 con di nita thi t6i cling khong xirng dang’. Anh thay
day, c6 ta dung tiéng Anh rat chuan. Cho nén, mon ami...” Poirot
lai dirng day. “Cho nén néu anh ding va Jennie d3 ndi ‘Mong
dirng ai md& miéng’ vdi ngu v 1a ‘Mong dirng ai cung cap thong
tin cho canh sat’, thi c¢d sao c6 ta lai khong ndi ‘Mong dirng ai mé
miéng minh ra’. T ‘drng ai’ doi hoi dung so it kia ma, dau phai
1a sO nhiéu!”

T6i nguwdc nhin Poirot dén moi ca cd, qua hoang mang va mét
moi khién t6i chang thé d6i dap. chang phai chinh 6ng di néi
rang Jennie dang trong con sg hii hoang loan dé sao? Theo kinh
nghiém cna t6i, khi nguoi ta dang con hodng hot thi 1am gi cd xu
hudng khoa truong vé ngit phap.

T6i c& tudng Poirot 1a moét trong nhitng nguwdi thong minh
nhat, nhung c6 18 t6i da 1am. Néu ong ta ¢ khuynh huéng tudn
ra nhitng thi nham nhi nhw thé thi cling chang la gi viéc éng ta
nghi rang d3 dén ldc phai dé cho tAm tri dugc nghi ngoi, an
dudng.

“Hién nhién, anh s& ndi rang lic 4y Jennie dang budn khé va
vi vy khong ki cang 1dm trong an ndi,” Poirot tiép tuc. “Tuy



nhién, c6 ta hodc 1a d3 néi nang tuyét ddi chuin xac, ngoai trir
moi cai khoanh khic d6 ra, hodc 1a t6i da ddng con anh sai, va
Jennie khong hé co sai st ngit phap nao ca!”

Ong chap tay lai, cé vé hai long vé tuyén b6 clia minh dén muc
tdi phai dong long ma thot ra kha gay git. “Tuyét that, o6ng
Poirot. MOt ngudi dan 6ng va hai phu nit vira bi giét, va cong viéc
cua toi 1a diéu tra nhitng cai chét do, thé ma toi lai dang phai
han hoan hén hé vi Jennie da khong sd say trong viéc dung tiéng
Anh. Ma cling cha biét c6 ta 1a ai nita ch®.”

“Ca Poirot nay ciing thé day, 6ng ta ciing han hoan hdn hd,”
6ng ban dang ngan ngim cla toi noi, “vi da cé mot budc tién
biéu hién cua 6ng tré nén nghiém nghi hon. “Cé Jennie khong
mac sai JAm ngit phap ndo ca. Y nghia ma cd ta ngu y 1: birng ai
cay miéng cua ba ngudi bi giét... miéng ctia ho.”

“Néu 0ng cr khang khang nhu thé thi tuy,” t6i 1au bau.

“Ngdy mai, sau diém tim, anh s& quay lai khach san
Bloxham,” Poirot ndi. “T6i sé gdp anh & d6 mudn hon, sau khi
tim Jennie.”

“Ong ay a?” T6i ndi, cé phan khoé chiu. Nhitng 101 phan doéi da
hinh thanh trong diu, nhung tdi biét ching s& chang bao gid
dén duoc tai Poirot. Thdm t& l'ng danh hay khong di nita thi
trong vu viéc nay nhitng v tudng cta 6ng ndi trang ra 1a cuc ky
16 bich. Nhung néu 6ng c doi tham gia thi toi sé khong phan
bac. Ong rat tu tin con tdi thi khong, chung quy 12 thé. Toi bat
diu cam thay rao ruc bdi chinh sy hao hing ctia dng.



Oui.” Ong néi. “Ba vu giét ngudi da dién ra véi mot dic diém
chung cuc ky bat thudng: nhitng chiéc khuy mang-xét khac chit
tim th4y trong miéng cic nan nhan. Chac chan tdi s& dén khach
san Bloxham.”

“Chang phai 6ng muén tranh tri ndo bi kich thich v muén
duogc nghi ngoi dd sao?” t6i hoi.

“Oui. Précisément.” Poirot nhin t6i. “Néu phai ngoi trén ghé

nay sudt ca ngay, ching kién anh cham tré nhic moi nguoi vé
cudc gap g& gitta toi va c6 Jennie — mot chi tiét cuc ky quan trong
— thi, véi t6i, dé khong con 13 nghi ngoi nita roi. Vdi toi, dé khong
phai 13 nghi ngoi néu nhu biét Jennie dang chay khap London,
dang vo s6 cao hoi dé cho tén sat nhan ra tay roi nhét chiéc khuy
mang-xét tht tu’ vao miéng co ta.”

Van ngodi trén ghé, Poirot chdm té&i trude. “Lam on cho tdi biét
it ra cé phai diéu nay da 1am anh lo 1dng: nhitng chiéc khuy
mang-xét do ludn di theo cap? Anh da c6 ba chiéc trong miéng
nhitng nguoi chét & khach san Bloxham. Chiéc th® tu dang &
dau, néu khong phai l1a trong tai tén hung tha, chd dugc nhét
vao miéng cua cb Jennie sau khi co bi giét?”

TO6i phé 1én cudi. “Ong Poirot, ndi nhu vy nghe ngd ngan qua.
Phai, khuy mang-xét thi thudng di theo cap, nhung thuc tinh
ma nodi, chuyén nay rat don gian: han mudén giét ba ngudi, do d6
han chi dung ba chiéc khuy mang-xét. Ong khong thé dung y
niém bo-td-ly-tudng dé ching t6 diéu gi, cang khong thé 1ién hé
cac an mang & khach san vdi cai co Jennie dd.”



la tén hung tha da quyét dung khuy mang-xét theo cach dd, anh
nh4at dinh s& bi caAm dd béi v nghi vé nhitng cdp déi. Chinh hung
tht di dat ra trwdec ching ta v niém vé bon chiéc khuy mang-xét
va nan nhan thi¥ tv, ch¥ nao phai 1a Hercule Poirot nay dau!”

“Nhung... néu vay 1am sao chung ta biét dugc trong dau han
khong cé sdu hay tdm nan nhan? Ai ddm qua quyét trong tui
han khdng cé ndm cdp khuy mang-xét nita véi dong chit P1J?”

T6i ngac nhién khi Poirot gat dau: “Anh c6 ly day.”

“Khdng dau, dng Poirot, didu dé khéng hop ly,” t6i ngdn ngam
néi. “Téi dung dai nhitng con sb dé ra thdi. C thé 6ng thich thu
dc tudng tuong bay bong clia tdi, nhung toi thé véi 6ng rang cac
sép clia toi & Scotland Yard chang thich thd 1am dau.”

“Cac sép ctia anh khong thich anh xem xét diéu gi cé kha
nang xay ra sao? Khong dau, di nhién 1a ho khong thé,” Poirot tuw
trd 15i. “vi ho 1a nhitng ngudi cé nhiém vu bat tén st nhan. Ho
va anh. Bon. Thé nén ngay mai Hercule Poirot phai dén khach

san Bloxham.”



CHUONG 3
TAI KHACH SAN BLOXHAM

Sang hdm sau, tai Bloxham, toi c¥ nhdp nhém mai vi biét rang
Poirot s& dén vao bat c¥ lic nio dé ndi véi ddm canh sat tAm
thudng chung tdi rang hudng ching toi diéu tra ba 4n mang 13
ngu ngdc nhu thé nao. T6i 1a ngudi duy nhat biét 6ng ta sé dén,
diéu dé cang khién t6i buc bdi. Toi sé chiu trdch nhiém vé su
hién dién ctia dng, va toi lo rang 6ng s& 1am ca nhém mat tinh
than. Noi that long, tdi con so 6ng lam thdi chi ca chinh toi nita
kia. Trong anh sang lac quan ctia mot ngay thang 2 sang sua la
thuong, va sau gidc nga say nong dén dang ngac nhién, toi
khong hiéu noi vi sao minh khéng cim tiét Poirot lai ving dén
Bloxham. Tuy nhién, viéc cAm dé chic ciing chang tac dung gi.
Toi ¢ cAm thi chic gi dng dd nghe theo.

Poirot dén khi t6i dang & tién sdnh sang trong, tro chuyén vdi
O0ng Luca Lazzari, quan ly khach san. Lazzari 1a mot nguoi than
thién, an can, cuc ky nhiét tinh. Ong cé mai téc xoan den, giong
ndi nghe nhu hat, bd ria mép khac xa bd ria ciia Poirot. Lazarri
cé vé d3 xac dinh rang toi va cac dong nghiép canh sat cAn danh



thoi gian dé thudng thic moi cai hay, cai tot ciia Bloxham chang
khac gi cc vi khach c¢é tra tién - di nhién 1a ndéi vé nhitng nguoi
khong bi giét.

Toi gidi thiéu 6ng ta véi Poirot. Poirot git dau kha xang. Ong cd
vé buc boi va 14t sau t6i mdi biét vi sao.

“T6i khong tim thAiy Jennie,” dng noéi. “Sudt nira budi sang toi
ngdi chd & quan ca phé, nhung co6 ta khong dén!”

“Chua dén ntra budi budi sdng dau, 6ng Poirot,” tdi ndi, vi dng
cd xu hudng cudong diéu.

“Ca ¢ Fee ciing khong cé d4. Cac c¢d phuc vu khac thi chang
thé cho t6i biét didu gi.”

“Xui nhi,” t6i néi, khéng ngac 1am nhién trudc tin nay. ba cd
Itc toi cAm thay cd 16i khi nghi Jennie cd thé trd lai quan ca phé.
C4 18 t6i phai rdng sic hon dé gitp Poirot nhain thitc van dé: cd ta
dd chay khéi Poirot va quan ca phé Pleasant sau khi tuyén bd
rang cd da sai IAm khi tin ciy vao dng. Ly do quai ndo khién c6
ta trd lai quan hom sau va cho phép 6ng bao vé c6?

“Nao!” Poirot nhin t6i chd dgi. “Anh cd gi dé ké t6i nghe
khong?”

“Ca tdi cling & day dé cung cip moi thdéng tin 6ng can,” dng
Lazzari ndi, mat tuoi tinh. “Luca Lazzari xin han hanh phuc vu.
Ong da tung viéng tham khach san Bloxham chua, thwa 6ng
Poirot?”

”

“Non.



ctia Thoi ky Tuoi dep*, phai khong a? Long 1ay! Toi hy vong 6ng
dé mat chiém ngudng nhitng tuyét tac nghé thuat day ray khap
xung quanh chung tal!”

“Oui. Hon han nha tro clia ba Unsworth, mic di nha tro dé cé
canh quan nhin tir cra sd dep hon,” Poirot sd sang ndi. TAm
trang cau ban ctia 6ng chic chan d3 len 18i vao cau do.

“A, néi vé quang canh tr khach san diém 1é ca chung t6il”
Ong Lazzari chap tay lai, vé say sura. “Ttr cac phong trong ra vudn
hoa, khung canh la tuyét dep, con tir cac phong phia bén kia 1a
London trang 1, mot khung canh cuc ky khac! Lat ni¥a t6i sé chi
ong xem.”

“Tdi thich xem ba cian phong dién ra &n mang hon,” Poirot ndi.

Cau ndi nay gay ra mot thoang ngung dong trong nu cudi clia
ong Lazzari. “Thua dng Poirot, dng cé thé an tAm rang tdi ac
khiing khiép dé s& khong bao gidy tai dién & khach san Bloxham
noi tiéng thé gidi ndy. Ba 4n mang trong mot dém, t6i that
khong thé njo tin ndi.”

Poirot va toi trao d6i mot tia mat. van dé khong phai 13 ngin
nglra no tai dién trong twong lai, ma la x@ 1y thuc té né da dién
ra ngay lic nay.

TOi quyét dinh siét diy cuong, khong dé 6ng Lazzari cd co hoi
huyén thuyén nita. B ria cia Poirot chura gi d& xoan 1én vi kiém
nén con cau.

“Tén cac nan nhan la ba Harriet Sippel, c6 Ida Gransbury va
ong Richard Negus,” toi néi vdi Poirot. “Mdi ngudi déu la khach
va moi ngudi déu thué phong don.”
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“Mbi ngudi? Y anh 13 phong cia minh, ding khdong?” Poirot
mim cudi véi cAu dua cia dng. TOi thi gan su cai thién tAm trang
ctia dng véi viéc Lazzari roi vao im 1ing. “Toi khong dinh ngat 101
anh dau, Catchpool. Anh c® néi tiép di.”

“Ca ba nan nhan déu dén khach san hém th® tu, mot ngay
truwdc khi ho bi giét.”

“Ho dén cung nhau u?”

“Khong.”

“Chac chan 14 khong a,” Lazzari néi. “Ho dén day riéng ré, tirng
ngwoi mot. Ho nhan phong cing tirng ngudi mot.”

“va ho d& bi giét tirng ngudi mot,” Poirot ndi, ngdu nhién ma
gidng hét nhu suy nghi clia tdi. “Ong chic diéu dé ch?” 6ng hai
Lazzari.

“Chac ma. T6i cé 10i thuat ctia 6ng John Goode, trudng quay &
tan cha tdi, mot con ngudi dang tin cdy bac nhat. Cac ong s& gap
gd 6ng ta. Chi c6 nhitng ngudi hoan hao mdi dugc nhan vao
khach san Bloxham nay, thua dng Poirot, va khi trudng quiy 1&
tan cta toi da ndi sy viéc 1a nhw thé thi t6i tin nd phai 1a nhw
thé. Khap dat nudc va khap thé gidi, biét bao ngudi xin x0 dugc
lam viéc cho khach san Bloxham. Tdi chi nhan nhitng nguGi nao
tot nhat.”

That bubn cudi, nhung dén tin lic do, khi thiy Lazzari khong
biét cach d6i x@ vdi Poirot, tdi mdi nhan ra minh hiéu rd 6ng
thdm t& vé huu nay dén mdc ndo. Cho du Lazzari cé viét bang
ch® 16n cdu “Ngudi nay 1a nghi can giét ngudi” roi trong nd
quanh c6 John Goode, 6ng ta ciing chang khién Poirot nghi ngd



thém vién trudng quiy 1é tan. Hercule Poirot khong cho phép ai
ap dat bat c¥ v kién nao. Thay vao dd, 6ng s& cang tin twdng diéu
nguaoc lai.

“Vay,” Poirot noéi, “dé 1a su trung hop dang ké&, dung khong
nhi? Ba nan nhan bi giét cua chung ta - ba Harriet Sippel, cd Ida
Gransbury va 6ng Richard Negus — ho dén riéng r& va cd vé chang
dinh dap gi dén nhau. Thé ma cd ba d3 chung nhau khong chi
ngay chét, tirc ngdy hdm qua, ma lubén ca cai ngay dén khach
san Bloxham, tirc hom th tu.”

“pang k& chd nao?” toi hoi. “Mdt khach san 1én ¢ nay thi cé
biét bao khach khac cling dén vao ngay thi tu. Y t6i ndi nhitng
khach khong bi giét ay.”

P61 mat Poirot trong nhw mudn phot ra khéi dau. Tdi khong
thay minh néi diéu gi qua soc, nén t6i v& nhu khong dé y dén su
strng sot d6 va tiép tuc ké cho 6ng cac tinh tiét cia vu an.

“M6i nan nhan déu dugc tim thay trong cin phong khda trai
cua chinh minh,” t6i ndi ma cdm thay minh kha luu tdm dén
viéc str dung cum tir “ctia chinh minh”. “Hung tht da khda ca ba
canh ctra roi tron di cung cac chia khoa...”
mat? Anh dau biét hung tht c¢é mang theo hodc gilt ching hay
khong.”

TOi hit vao mot hoi sau. “Ching tdi nghi ngd hung thu da dem
theo c4c chia khda. Chung tdi da luc soat rat ki, chic chan chia
khda khong cé trong ba can phong, cling khong cdé & noi nao
khac trong khach san.”



“poi ngli nhan vién xuit sic clia chting tdi da tién hanh kiém
tra va xac nhan doé 1a su that,” Lazzari ndi.

Poirot ndi 6ng mudn tu luc soat ki cang trong ba can phong.
Lazzari hén h& dong v, nhu thé Poirot vira dé nghi mdt bita tiéc
tra tiép noi bang khiéu vil.

“Ong c kiém tra tuy thich, nhung dng s& khdéng tim ra ba
chiéc chia khda dau,” t6i ndi. “T6i dd bado hung thu 1ay chung di
roi ma. Toéi khong biét han 1am gi v4i chiing, nhung...”

“c4 1& han bd chung vao tui 4o khoac, cling v4i mét, hay ba,
hay nadm chiéc khuy mang-xét khac.” Poirot ndi tinh kho.

“A, gi¢’ thi t6i da hiéu vi sao ngudi ta ndi 6ng 1a tham t tai ba
nhit, thua dng Poirot!” Lazzari thét 1én du dng ta khong thé hiéu
nhan xét ctia Poirot. “Ong ¢ mot bo dc siéu viét, ho ndi the!”

“Nguyén nhan t vong tréng rat giong bi dau doc,” t6i ndi,
khong thich thd 1am véi nhitng 181 ca ngoi tri tué sang lang cta
Poirot. “Toi nghi dd 13 chat doc cyanide, von tac dung rdt nhanh
§ liéu lwgng da 16n. Két qua xét nghiém sé cho ching ta biét dich
xdc, nhung... gin nhu chic chan 13 thitc udng ctia ho da bi b
doc. Trong trudng hop Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury, thic uéng
la mot tach tra. Trong truong hop Richard Negus, la ly rugu
vang.”

“Lam sao biét didu d4?” Poirot hoi. “Thic udng van con trong
cac phong u?”

“Cac tach van con, va ly rugu ctia Negus ciing con. Cac ly tach
chi con sét vai giot, nhung cling kha dé phan biét gitta tra va ca
phé. Chung toi sé tim dugc cyanide trong cac giot sét lai, toi dam



ca la vay.”

“Con thoi gian tr vong?”

“Theo phap y, ca ba ngudi bi giét trong khoang thoi gian tir 4
gi¢ chiéu dén 8 gi® 30 t6i. May thay, chung tbi da thu hep duoc
dai thoi gian nay: chtiing dién ra tir 7 gidy 15 dén 8 gid 10.”

“May that!” Lazzari dong y. “Modi... ¢... moi vi khach qua cd déu
dugc nhin thay lan cudi cung con sdng vao luc 7 gid 15 bdi ba dai
dién tuyét d6i dang tin cly cua khach san ching t6i, thé nén
ching t6i biét rang thdi gian dé at 13 dung. Ban than to6i thi 1an
luot phat hién cdc vi khach d3 chét - tai hoa nay that kinh
khung - trong khodng tir 8 gio' 15 dén 8 gid 20.”

“Nhung vao lic 8 gi®y 10 ho han da chét rdi,” tdi ndi véi Poirot.
“pé 1a ltic ngudi ta tim thdy trén ban 18 tn manh gidy bao tin
nhitng vu giét nguvi.”

“poi chut,” Poirot ndi. “Chuing ta s& con ban ludn k§ vé manh
gidy d6. Ong Lazzari, 6ng chic moi nan nhan dugc cac nhan vién
khach san nhin thay lan cudi cung con séng vao chinh xac 7 gid
15 chu?”

“Pung vay.” Lazzari gt ddu manh dén muc toi lo cai diu cda
6ng ta s& roi ra khoi co. “piéu dd rat, rat ddng. Ca ba ngudi déu
dat phuc vu bita tdi tai phong vao ldc 7 gio' 15, va ca ba cudc giao
thitc &n déu cuc ky dung gi®. 6 1a truyén thong cua khach san
Bloxham.”

Poirot quay sang toi. “Lai 1a mot su trung hop énorme,” 6ng

nodi. “Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus dén khach
san cung ngay, mot ngdy trudc khi ho bi giét. R6i vao ngay xay ra



an mang, ho cung dat bita tdi phuc vu tai phong vao chinh xac 7
gi®’ 15. Chuyén nay khong binh thudng chut nao ca.”

“Ong Poirot a, modt viéc da dién ra roi thi ta ¢d can phai ban
xem no binh thudng hay khong?”
gi ching ta nghe khai bdo hay khong. Ong Lazzari, t6i biét chac
khach san ctia dng cé it nhat mot gian phong théat 16n. Xin 1am
on tap hop toan bd nhan vién 1am viéc & day dén dd dé toi trao
ddi véi ho, cang sdm cang t6t nhé. Trong khi chd doi, tdi va ong
Catchpool s& bat dau kiém tra ba cin phong cé 4n mang.”

“Vang, va chung ta phai lam nhanh trudc khi ho dén 13y xac,”
toi ndi. “Binh thuwong thi Idc nay ho da 14y xac di roi.”

T6i khdng da dong gi dén chuyén minh xao ldng bén phan,
von 1a nguyén nhan gay tri hodn. Trong khi v0i vang roi xa
khach san Bloxham hoi dém qua, khi dau 6c chi muon nghi dén
diéu gi d6 - bat c diéu gi - dé chiu hon 1a ba 4n mang, tdi da 1o
13 viéc sap xép nhitng th can thiét.

Toi hy vong Poirot ¢ thé hAm néng khong khi thém vai dd, nhan
l4c dng Lazzari di khoi, nhung dd khong cd thay doi nao trong
thai dd nghiém nghi cia 6ng, va t6i nhan ra rang déng han ludn
nhu thé moi khi “lam viéc”. T6i thdy cling hoi phién vi day la
cong viée cua toi ch® ndo phai clia 6ng, va 6ng da chang lam gi



dé gitp t6i phan chan.

TOi cé chiéc chia khéa tong, va chung tdi di dén tirng cin
phong noi xay ra an mang. Trong khi chd nhitng canh clta ma
vang cau ky cia thang may ma ra.

Poirot néi: “T6i mong rang chung ta cé thé théng nhat véi
nhau mot diéu: 16 ctia ong Lazzari vé cic nhan vién ctia khach
san 1a khong dang tin ciy. Ong ta ndi vé ho ¢ nhu ho vd can hét
cd, ma diéu dé thi di nhié 14 khéng thé mot khi ho da cé mit &
day hom qua, Iic xay ra dn mang. Long trung thanh cta 6ng
Lazzari that ddng tuyén duong, nhung 6ng ta qua 1a ngdc mdi tin
rang nhan vién ctia Bloxham la des anges.”

Long tdi cling thay budn phién, cho nén t6i déc luén bau tim
su: “Tdi hy vong dng khong nghi rang tdi cling ngdc ndt. Tdi ndi
ban ndy vé viéc cd biét bao khach khac cung dén vao ngay th@
tur... NOi thé cling hoi khinh suat. Cac khach dén vao th® tw ma
khong bi giét thay déu khong lién can, dung khong a? Y tbi nodi
dé chi 1a trung hop dang lwu y khi ba ngudi, hay bat ké bao
nhiéu ngudi, trong s6 cac khach tro cé vé chang lién can gl véi
nhau lai dén vao cuing mot ngay va bi giét vao cung mot dém.”

“Oui.” Poirot mim cudi véi téi mot cach chan tinh va nong
nhiét khi ching tdi cung budc vao thang may. “Anh da cé lai
duge niém tin c@ia tdi vao tri tué sic bén clia anh, ban t6i a. Anh
cling di dién dat rat ddng khi néi ‘cé vé chang lién can gi vdi
nhau’. Ba nan nhan sé dugc phat hién cd lién hé vdi nhau. Ngay
Idc nay t6i ddm thé 1a nhu thé. Ho khéng dugc chon ra ngiu
nhién tr cac vi khach ctia khach san. Ba ngudi bi giét vi cung



mot 1y do, va ly do dd lién quan dén may chit P1J. Cling vi 1y do dé
ma ba ngudi ho da dén khach san trong cing mot ngay.”

“C nhu ho da nhan thw moi dén trinh dién ké giét hai minh
vay,” toi ndi vdi vé bdn cot. “Thw mai ghi: ‘Xin vui long dén trudc
mot ngdy, dé th ndm cé thé danh tron cho viéc 1y mang quy
vi'.”

C6é thé dé 1a mot cAu dua vung vé, nhung ndi dua 1a diéu toi
thudng 1am moi khi cam thay théi chi va lo lang. Poi ltc toi
cling thanh cdéng trong viéc lira d6i minh va tudng tuong rang
moi su déu 6n. Nhung 1an nay thi khong hiéu nghiém.

“Danh tron’...” Poirot ldm bam. “Piing, mon ami, d4 ciling 1a
mot y. Toi hiéu 14 anh khéng néi nghiém tic. Tuy nhién, anh da
néu duoc mot y rat tha vi.”

T6i khong nghi vay. b6 13 mot cau dua ngoc nghéch khong
hon, khong kém. Poirot chic mudn ddng vién nhitng v tudng phi
Iy nhat cha toi.

“MOot, hai, ba,” Poirot néi khi chting ti di 1én bang thang may.
“Harriet Sippel, phong 121. Richard Negus, phong 238. Ida
Gransbury, phong 317. Khach san con cd ting bén va ting nam,
nhung ba nan nhan lai & cac tAng ndi tiép nhau mot, hai va ba.
Khéo that!” Poirot thuong thich thi nhitng th¥ ma 6ng cho la
khéo, nhung 1an nay 6ng cd vé lo 1ang.

Chung t6i quan sat ba cian phong. Ching tuwong dong nhau
hiu nhuw & moi chi tiét. Mdi phong cé mot chiéc giwdng, mot
chiéc t4, mdt bon rira véi chiéce ly tp nguoc & mot goc, nhiéu ghé
banh, mot ban con, mot ban lam viéc, modt 10 sudi 1at gach, mot



bd tdn nhiét, mo6t chiéc ban rit 16n gan cra sd, mot chiéc vali,
quan 4o, vat dung ca nhan, va mot xac chét.

M0i cita phong déu gai chét, giam toi lai bén trong...

“cam tay 6ng di, Edward.”

T6i khong dAm nhin qua gin cic xac chét. TAt ca déu nam
nglra, thang ngudi dén hoan hao, hai tay xudi bén hong, chin
huéng ra clra. MOt s sap dit chin chu. (Ngay ca viéc viét nhitng
dong nay, mo ta tuw thé cic t thi, cling gay ra trong t6i mot cam
gidc khé chiu. Chang trach gi t6i khéng ddm nhin gan khuén
mit clia ba nan nhan, dau chi vai ba gidy mdi ngudi. Nhitng lan
da xanh mét, nhitng chiéc luGi bat dong, nang né, nhitng cap
moi cong vénh. Thé ma t6i van phai xem xét chi tiét khuon mat
ho thay vi nhin nhitng do6i tay khong sttc song, phai lam viéc gi
d6 thay vi thac mac diéu ma minh khéng khdi thic mac: Harriet
Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus liéu cé muon ai d6 cAm
tay ho khi ho da chét, hay y twédng nay sé 1am ho kinh sg. H&i 6i,
ndo con ngudi qua 1a bd phin wong nganh, vd kiém soat, va suy
nghi dé da khién toi rat dau dén.)

Sdp ddt chin chu...

MOt v nghi gidng manh vao tdi. €6 thé 13 tho thién khi so sdnh
v&i ba hién trudng 4n mang ndy, nhung t6i nhan ra rang cac t
thi d3 dugc sap dit nhu bac si sap dat bénh nhan ti tran sau khi
da cham séc ho sudt nhiéu thang. Thi thé cia Harriet Sippel, Ida
Gransbury va Richard Negus dugc sip dit véi s chdm chut ti
man nhat... hay it ra t6i cAm thiy nhu thé. Ké giét ho dd cham
lo cho ho sau khi ho chét, va diéu nay khién ta thay rung ron khi



nghi rang han da giét ho mot cach lanh lung.

Thoang cé suy nghi dd, toi lién tw nhtt minh d3 sai hoan toan.
Khong c6 su cham séc nao & day ca, hoan toan khong. Pay la su
1an 1on gitta hién tai va qua kh(, tron 1an gitta cong viéc tai
Bloxham vdi nhitng ky (tc khong vui nhat tir thud au tho chaa toi.
TOi ra 1énh cho minh chi nghi vé nhitng viéc & day, ngay trudc
mat tdi, v khong nghi gi khac hon. Tdi cd nhin sy viéc qua cip
mat cda Poirot ma khong bép méo kinh nghiém ctia ban than.

MOdi nan nhan déu nam gifta chiéc ghé banh va chiéc ban con.
Trén ba chiéc ban ¢ hai tach tra cung dia 16t (ciia Harriet Sippel
va Ida Gransbury) va ly rugu vang (cua Richard Negus). Trong
phong cua Ida Gransbury, phong 317, trén cai ban 16n gin cira so
c6 mot chiéc khay vdi nhitng dia tréng cung mot tach tra va dia
16t khac. Tach nay cling can queo. Khong co gi trén cac dia ngoai
trir vun banh.

“A ha,” Poirot thot 1én. “Vay 1a trong phong dé chung ta cé hai
tach tra va nhiéu chiéc dia. €6 Ida Gransbury da dii khach vao
bita t6i, chac chan thé. €4 thé co ta didi hung thi. Nhung tai sao
chiéc khay van con dé trong khi cac khay déu dugc 1ay di khoi
phong cuia Harriet Sippel va Richard Negus?”

“C4 thé vi ho khong dat thic an,” tdi ndi. “C6 thé ho chi mudn
udng - tra va rugu vang — nén ngay tir dau cac khay da dugc 1ay
di khoi phong ho. Ida Gransbury cing mang theo nhiéu quan 4o
nhu hai ngudi kia.” Toi 1am dong tac chi vé chiéc ta dang chia
mot luong vay rat an tuong. “Nhin kia, s6 luong quan o cd ta
mang theo that kinh khting, thAm chi khong con chd dé chén



thém vao mot chiéc vay 16t. Chac chin cd ta mudn minh trong
that trang trong.”

“Anh ndi ding,” Poirot ndi. “Ong Lazzari bdo ca ba ngudi ho
déu dat bira t6i, nhung ta phai kiém tra xem ho da goi chinh xac
nhitng mén gi. Poirot thi khong thé ndo gia dinh sai néu nhu
khong bi Jennie 1am triu ning tam tri - ma Jennie lic nay van
chua biét & dau! Jennie ciing d6 tudi xap xi ba ngudi kia, tic tir
bdn mudi dén bdn mudi 1am, toi doan thé.”

TOi quay di, mac Poirot mudn lam gi thi 1am vdi nhitng cai
miéng va khuy mang-xét. Trong khi 6ng tién hanh luc soat va
thot ra nhiéu tiéng kéu, tdi nhin vao 10 suwdi, nhin ra cira so,
tranh suy nghi vé nhitng canh tay khong bao gi¢' con dugc cam
1én, tranh ca suy tu vé tro choi 6 chit cda tbi cling nhu viéc nd
sai trat & dau. vai tuan nay, toi da co6 sang tao mot van 0 chit du
thii vi d& cé thé giri ding bdo, nhung khdng may thanh cong.

Sau khi chung t6i ra soat xong ca ba can phong, Poirot doi
quay lai cdn phong & tAng hai, tic phong 238 cuia Richard Negus.
Phai chdng cang vao cic phong nay nhiéu lan, téi sé cang cam
thdy dé dang hon? Tuy nhién cau tra 10i 13 khong. Mot 1an nita
budc di trong cin phong cta Negus, t6i cAm thiy nhu dang bat
chinh minh phai leo 1én ngon nui hiém nghéo nhat, 1dng doan
chic rang sé& thay choi voi mot khi 1én dén dinh.

Poirot khong hay biét gi vé ndi u uit cta toi, do toi da che gidu
rat hiéu qua, hy vong thé. Ong ding gitta phong va noi:

n’est-ce pas? Ida Gransbury cé thém chiéc khay va mot tach tra




bd sung trong phong, ding vay, nhung & day ta lai cé ly rugu
vang thay cho tach tra, va & day ta cling cé mdt canh clta s6 mé&
toang, trong khi & hai phong kia cac ctta sé déu déng chit. Phong
clia 6ng Negus lanh dén mic khéng chiu néi.”

“Clta s6 da nhu thé khi 6ng Lazzari budc vao va thiy Negus
chét,” tdi noi. “Moi thi déu tuyét doi gitt nguyén trang.”

Poirot budc dén ctra sd dé ngd. “Pay chinh 14 cAnh quan tuyét
diéu ma 6ng Lazzari da c6 nhi y chi toi xem, cAnh khu vudn ctaa
khach san. Phong ctia Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury thi nhin
ra phia bén kia, hwéng vé ‘London trdng 1&'. Anh cé thay nhitng
gOc cay kia khong, Catchpool?”

Toi néi véi 6ng rang toi thay, 1ong tw hdi phai ching 6ng
mudn x06 xién tdi 1 mot gi dai ngdc. Lam sao t6i cé thé khdng
thay nhitng goc cAy nam It Il ngay bén ngodi cra s6?

“MoOt su khac biét nita & day 13 vi tri nhitng chiéc khuy mang-
xét,” Poirot ndi. “Anh nhan ra diéu dé khong vay? Trong miéng
ciia Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury, cac khuy mang-xét hoi 16 ra
khéi moi. Trong khi dé chiéc khuy mang-xét ctia Richard Negus
thi nam sau hon nhiéu, hau nhu dén tan dau cudng hong.”

T6i m& miéng toan phan ddi, roi ddi y, nhung di qua mudn.
Poirot bat dugc nhitng ly 18 trong mat toi. “Cé chuyén gi vay?”
ong hoi.

“Toi nghi 6ng hoi qua md pham,” t6i ndi. “Ca ba nan nhan déu
cé khuy mang-xét trong miéng, ching déu dugc khac cling mot
chit P1J. b4 1a diém chung. Khong cé diém khac biét. Khuy mang-
xét nam & gan chiéc rang no thi cé khac gi dau.”



“Nhung do 1a khac biét rat I6n! Pdi moi va dau cuéng hong...
dau phai 13 cing mot chd! Hoan toan khong phai.” Poirot budc
dén, dirng doi mat vdi toi. “Catchpool &, 1am on hay nhd 1ay diéu
ma toi sdp ndi véi anh day: Khi ba 4n mang hau nhut hoan toan
twong dong nhau, mot chi tiét 1éch lac nhd nhat sé trd nén cuc
ky quan trong.”

TOi c6 phai nhd nhitng 16i 18 khén ngoan nay khong, néu nhu
tdi khong dong v vdi ching? Poirot khéng cin phai lo 1ang. Tdi
nhd hau nhu tirng 101 6ng ndi ra nhitng Idc t6i cé mat, va nhitng
161 khién t6i gidn di nhat ciing chinh 1a nhitng 16 ma t6i nhé rd
nhat.

“Trong miéng moi nan nhan déu c¢é mot chiéc khuy mang-
xét,” toi 1ap lai vdi mot sw qua quyét budng binh. “T6i chi can biét
vay la du.”

“piéu dé thi toi thay roi,” Poirot néi vdi vé ngan ngdm. “Pu vdi
anh, dd véi hang tram ngudi ma anh hoi, va toi tin rang cling da
cd vdi cc sép ctia anh & Scotland Yard nita, nhung véi Hercule
Poirot thi khong du!”

T6i phai ty nhac nh& minh rang dng dang ndi vé y nghia cia
twong dong va khac biét, chit khong phai vé ca nhan t6i.

“anh nghi sao khi ctta s6 nay dé ngd trong khi c¥a so hai
phong kia déu ddng?” 6ng hoéi. “Sw khac biét do cd gia tri gi
khong?”

“Chuyén do khd ma lién quan nhau,” t6i ndi. “Richard Negus
¢ thé da tw md. chang cd 1y do ndo hung tht phai déng lai ca.
Chinh 0ng cling thudng ndi vay ma, ong Poirot — ngudi Anh



chuing tdi hay mé& ctra s gitta gid rét mua déng vi ching toi tin
rang diéu dd tot cho viéc rén luyén tinh cach.”

nao ba nguoi dé udng thuodc doc roi tr ghé banh cia ho ngd
xudng va nam nga ra mot cach tw nhién, hai tay budng doc
than, chadn huéng ra cra? Khong thé nio viy dugc. Tai sao
khong ai loang choang trong phong? Tai sao khong ai ngd khoi
ghé theo huéng nguge lai? Hung tha da sap dat t thi dé tirng cai
xdc déu cd cung vi tri, cich quing bang nhau dén chiéc ghé va
chiéc ban nho. Eh bien! Néu han d3 phai dung tAm sap dat hién
trudng ba 4n mang cho giéng hét nhau, vay cd sao hian lai khong
mudn déng chiéc cra s6 ma, ding, cé 1& 6ng Richard Negus da
m& ra? C4 sao han khong déng lai dé 1am cho né ddng nhat véi
clta sb cta hai can phong kia?”

L& ra to6i phai nghi dén chuyén nay. Poirot cé ly: cac t thi da
dugc sap dat mot cach c6 tinh. Han hung th mudn ching trong
nhu nhau.

Sap ddt chin chu...

“T6i nghi nd con tly vao viéc dng chon pham vi nao dé vach
khung hién truong,” tdi ndi voi trong khi cd 16i minh trd vé tir
can phong tam toi nhat thud au tho. “Tuy vao viéc 6ng cé6 muodn
mé rong ra dén tan ctta s6 hay khong.”

“Khung?”

“Phai. Khong phai 13 khung that ma la khung ly thuyét. co 18
khung cia hung thd cho tac phdm ctia hin khéng 16n hon mot
hinh vudng nhu thé nay.” Toi budc quanh thi thé clia Richard



Negus, xoay minh khi cAn xoay. “Ong hiéu chua? T6i vira budc
theo mot khung quanh Negus, ma chiéc cira so thi lai nam bén
ngoai khung do.”

Poirot mim cudi va cd gidu nu cuoi dd sau bo ria. “Mot khung
ly thuyét quanh nan nhan. cé, téi ¢ hiéu. Hién trudng toi ac bat
dau tir dau va két thuc tai dau? bd 13 mot cAu hoéi. Cé thé nhd
hon cin phong chita né khong? Qua 13 mdt van dé hap dan déi
vOi cac triét gia.”

“Cam on Ong.”

“Pas du tout. Catchpool, 1am on cho t6i biét anh tin chuyén gi

dad xay ra tai khach san Bloxham t0i hdm qua? Ta hdy tam gic
dong co sang mot bén. Hiy cho t6i biét anh nghi hung thu da
lam gi. Pau tién, roi ké tiép, ké tiép nita, van van.”

“T6i khong cd y tudng nao ca.”

“Co nghi ra y tudng nao di, Catchpool.”

“Thoi dude... T6i nghi han dén khach san véi nhitng chiéc
khuy mang-xét trong tdi, roéi 1an luot dén tirng phong cta cac
nan nhan. €4 18 han bat dau tir phong 317 cia Ida Gransbury, roi
di dAn xudng dé cé thé rdi khach san thit nhanh sau khi giét
xong nan nhan cudi cung 1a Harriet Sippel & phong 121. Xuong
thém mot tAng nita 1 hin cé thé dio tau.”

“vi han 1am gi trong ba can phong d4?”

Toi thd dai. “Ong biét cAu tra 10i rdi ma. Han ra tay giét ngudi
va sap dit thi thé nan nhan theo mot dudng thang. Han dit vao
miéng mdi nan nhan mot chiéc khuy mang-xét. Roi han déng
ctra, khoda lai va roi di.”



“va han d3 dugc cho vao titng phong ma khong gip phan

khang ndo? Trong tirng phong, han duwgc nan nhan doi san véi
mot mén thdc udng thuin tién dé han bd ddoc vao? Va nhitng
thitc uéng dé 1a do nhan vién ctia khach san bung dén vao chinh
x4c lic 7 gid 152 Han d@ng bén nan nhan, nhin nan nhan udng,
va nan lai d6i chit dé chd nan nhan chét? Roi han bdng dirng lai
dé dung bira tdi v4i mdt nan nhan, cd Ida Gransbury, cd iy da goi
thém mdt tach tra nita cho han? T4t ca nhitng cudc viéng thaim
dé, nhitng 1an giét ngudi, nhét khuy ming-xét vio miéng, sip
xép rat chin chu cac thi thé theo dudng thang, chin hudng ra
ca... han c6 thé ndo 1am duoc trong khoang thdi gian tir 7 gidy 15
dén 8 gi® 10?2 Khong thuc té, ban tbi a, khong thuc té chit nao
ca.”
“Pung vay. Vay 6ng cd v ndo hay hon khong, 6ng Poirot? Ong &
day vi 1& d6 ma... dé cung cip nhitng v tudng hay hon cta toi.
Xin hay bat dau bat c¥ 1dc ndo 6ng mudn.” Vira dit cau tdi da héi
tiéc con boc dong cua minh.

“T6i bat dau tr 1au rodi,” Poirot noi, may thay khong 15 vé
khinh ré. “Anh néi hung thi d€ lai manh gidy & ban 1& tan, thong
bdo vé t0i 4c ctia han. Xin hay cho t6i xem.”

TO6i 1ay manh gidy dé ra tir trong tudi, trao cho 6ng. John Goode,
nhan vat hoan hao ctia 0ng Lazzari trong vai tro trudng quay 16
tan, dd tim thay nd trén ban 1& tan vao ltc 8 giv 10.

CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO' YEN NGHI: 121. 238. 317.

“Vay ra tén hung tha, hay tong pham cia han, di trang trdo
dén muc dam tiép can ca ban 1é tan véi manh gidy co thé két tdi



han néu nhw ai d4 bat gip,” Poirot ndi. “Han rat to bao va tu tin.
Han khong 14n vao béng t0i bang cich dung cra hau.”

“sau khi Luca Lazzari doc t& gidy, 6ng ta da kiém tra ba can
phong va phat hién cac thi thé,” tdi ndi. “R6i 6ng ta kiém tra tat
cd cac phong khac trong khach san va rat tu hao thong bao véi
toi diéu dd. May thay, khong thay c6 vi khach nao khac bi chét.”

T6i biét minh khong nén cé nhitng 1i tho 16, nhung cach ndi
b&n cot nay thé nao dé lai khién t6i thay dé chiu hon. Néu Poirot
1a ngudi Anh, c6 18 toi sé rang kiém ché ban than hon.

“vi O6ng Lazzari cé bao gi® nghi rang mot trong nhitng vi
Ong ta khong nghi vay. ‘Bt ky ai chon thué phong & khach san
Bloxham déu 1a nguoi cuc ky dao ditc va chinh truc!”

T6i hing hang, khé& hat dau vé huéng cira. Poirot quay lai. Ong
Lazzari vira budc vao va dang dirng & ngudng cra. Ong ta trong
sung sudng hon bao gid hét. “Rat ding, rat dung, thua ong
Poirot,” Ong ta ndi.

“Moi ngudi ¢ méat trong khach san héom th® ndm déu phai
noi chuyén vdi dng Catchpool va tudng thuat moi hoat dong cta
minh,” Poirot nghiém nghi ndi vdi 6ng ta. “Moi khach tro, tat ca
nhan vién ¢ day. Tat tit moi ngudi.”

“Rat han hanh. Thua dng Catchpool, dng cé thé trao doi vdi bat
cf ngudi ndo.” Ong Lazzari kinh cin nghiéng minh. “va phong
an cua ching tbi sé sdm thudc toan quyén s dung ciia 6ng, sau
khi ching tdi don dep xong bita sang... A, 6ng dan sao nhi, khan
trong tap hop moi ngudi lai.”



“Merci. Trong khi ch¢ doi, t6i s& kiém tra k§ ba cin phong,”
Poirot ndi. CAu nay khién tdi ngac nhién. T6i c twdng ching toi
vira lam xong viéc dd. “Catchpool, anh hdy tim dia chi caa
Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus. Hiy tim hiéu
xem ai trong khach san nay la ngudi da nhan dat mon cta ho,
moi ngudi ho dit mén an gi, thic udng gi tai phong, va khi nao.
Ai 1a ngudi giao.”

T6i bat dAu hudng ra clra, bung lo rang Poirot s& khong bao gid
ngung vé thém nhitng nhiém vu mdi dé bd sung vao danh sich
san cé ctia 6ng.

Ong goi vdi theo tdi: “Nhé tim xem ¢ ai tén Jennie ngu tai
khach san hay lam viéc tai day khong nhé!”

“Khong c6 Jennie nao lam viéc tai day ca, thua 6ng Poirot,”
Lazzari néi. “Thay vi héi dng Catchpool, dng cé thé hoi toi. Toi
biét rd tat cd moi ngudi & day. Tai khach san Bloxham nay,
chuing t6i 1a mot gia dinh 16n hanh phtc!”



CHUONG 4
KHUNG HIEN TRUONG MG RONG

Ta van d6i khi cudi tham khi nhd lai mét viéc ma ai d6 da néi t
nhiéu thang, thAm chi nhiéu nadm trudc. Vi t6i, diéu nay la rat
dung khi t6i nhd lai 101 Poirot vao thdi diém nio dé chia ngay
hom &ay: “Ngay cd mot tham t& muu tri nhat cling khé ma biét
muc khach san clia 6ng ta thi 6ng ta s& dirng ké ké va bd tuc
bang nhitng 18i ca tung cia chinh 6ng ta. Con néu ca tung dai
dong va thai qua thi 6ng ta sé& tru lai dé 1ang nghe.”

Nhung nhitng c6 ging ctia Poirot d thanh cong, va cudi cung
6ng da thuyét phuc dugc Lazzari cho 6ng tu xoay x& trong can
phong 238. Ong budc dén canh cra ma nguwoi quan ly khach san
dé ngd, khép nd lai, va thd phao nhe nhdm. Dé dang suy nghi
mach lac hon biét bao khi khong cé nhitng giong ndi 1ai nhai
bén tai.

Ong tién thang dén ctra s6. Mot canh clra ngd, 6ng nghi thé
khi tir @8 nhin ra ngoai. Hung thi1 ¢4 thé mé& ra dé tron thoat sau
khi giét Richard Negus. Han c6 thé theo gdc cay tréo xudng.



Sao lai phai tron thoat theo cach dé nhi? Sao khong don gian
1a broi phong theo cach thong thudng, tic s& dung hanh lang?
Cé thé hung thu nghe cd tiéng ndi bén ngoai phong Negus va
khoéng muodn chiu rai ro bi nhin thay. bung, d6 1a mot kha nansg.
Nhung khi di qua ban 18 tan va tha manh gidy cong bd ba vu giét
ngudi, han cling chiu rdi ro bi nhin thay vay. Hon thé nita, han
con chiu rai ro bi bat qua tang dé lai mdt bang chitng budc tdi.

Poirot nhin xudng thi thé trén san. Khong c6 anh kim loai nao
gitta d6i moi. Richard Negus 1a ngu0i duy nhat trong ba nan
nhan cd chiéc khuy mang-xét nam siu trong miéng. That bat
thuong. Qua nhiéu th bat thudng trong phong nay. Vi 1y do dé
Poirot quyét dinh luc soat can phong nay trudc tién. Ong da...
dung, khong viéc gi phai chéi... 6ng da nghi ngd can phong nay.
Trong ba cin, 6ng wu tién hang dau cho cin nay. C gl dé hon
don & day, cé gi dd hoi bat trac.

Poirot chau may ding bén xac Negus. Ngay ca vdi nhitng
chuidn muc chinh xac ctia 6ng, mot canh cta s6 dé ngd van chua
dt dé coi 1a hon don. vay diéu gi da khién 6ng cé an tugng dé?
Ong nhin quanh, ddnh mot vong that chAm. Khéng, han 6ng da
lam. Hercule Poirot it khi IAm, nhung diéu dé thinh thoang van
dién ra, va truong hop nay han 13 thé, bai 1& khong thé nao phu
nhan sv ngin nip ctia phong 238. Khdng cé sw x40 tron nao ca.
N6 cfing ngin ndp nhu phong cla Harriet Sippel va Ida
Gransbury.

‘Minh déng clta sd thit xem cé gl khac biét khong,” Poirot tu
nht. Ong déng cra s6 va theo ddi can phong. C6 gi d6 van khong



on. Ong khong wa phong 238. Néu dén tro tai khach san Bloxham
va dugc gidi thiéu phong nay, 6ng sé khong thoai mai...

POt nhién, ciu tra 16i bat ra, khién cho nhitng suy tu két thic
mot cach dot ngot. Cai 10 swdi! Mot trong nhitng vién gach khong
duge thang hang. N6 nhd ra ngodi. Mot vién gach 16ng. Vdéi chi
tiét ndy, Poirot s& khdng chdp mat duoc trong phong. Ong nhin
thi thé clia Richard Negus. “Néu tdi & hoan canh nhw 6ng thi...
Oui, nhung chi gia du théi day,” ong néi vdi xac chét.

Y nghi duy nhat cia 6ng khi khom xudng, cham vao vién gach
13 1dm sao nan cho né thang lai va day nd thut trd vao, khép véi
cac vién khac. P& ctu cac vi khach tuong lai khoi su tra tan khi
biét cd thit gi dé khdéng 6n trong cin phong nhung khong thé
nao nghi ra 1a thir gi. Mot viéc lam that hitu ich! va c¢é 1gi ca cho

Khi Poirot cham vao, vién gach roi ra, va cé thir gi d6 cling roi
theo: mot chiéc chia khda ghi s6 238. “Sacré tonnere,” Poirot thi

tham. “Hda ra cudc luc soat thau ddo da chang hé thiu dio.”

Poirot dit lai chia khdéa vao noi 6ng tim ra né, roi bat dau xem
xét nhitng th khac trong phong, tirng inch, trng inch mot. Ong
khong phat hién gi thém, nén chuyén sang phong 317 roi dén
phong 121, cling 1a noi ma t6i gap lai 6ng sau khi di loanh quanh
va trd vé vdi nhitng tin tirc ddng phan khai.

Poirot van 1a Poirot. Ong doi ké trudc cho toi nghe tin tic t
phia 6ng, vé viéc tim ra chiéc chia khéa. T6i chi cd thé ndéi rang &
Bi, thai dd d4 cd 18 khdng dugc xem 13 hé ha. Trong 6ng c¥ duong
duong tu dac.



“Anh thay y nghia clia n6 chua, mon ami! Canh clta s6 dé ngé
khong phai do Richard Negus md@ ra. NO dugc mdé sau khi ong ta
chét! Sau khi da khoéa ctra phong 238 tlr bén trong, hung th can
thodt ra. Han tréo qua gdc cay ngoai ctra s6 phong 6ng Negussau
sau khi gidu chia khéa sau vién gach bi 16ng chd 16 sudi. C6 thé
chinh han da 1am né léng ra.”

“Tai sao han khdong bd nd vao tdi quan tui 4o réi mang di, dé
lai mot can phong binh thuong?” toi hoi.

“pé 1a cau hoéi ma toi cling dat ra, va tam thoi van chua cé 181
gidi,” Poirot noi. “Toi tam thdi thoa man vdi viéc khong cé chiéc
chia khéa nao dugc gidu trong phong 121 1an phong 317. Nhung
néu hung thtt d3 mang theo hai chia khda do khi roi khach san
Bloxham thi tai sao khong mang ca chiéc thit ba? Tai sao han lai
doi x khac vdi Richard Negus?”

“T6i chang cé chut y tudng ndo ca,” téi noéi. “Ong nghe day, toi
da trao ddi véi trudng quay 16 tan John Goode...”

“Vién trudng quay 16 tan dang tin ciy bac nhat,” Poirot b3 sung
vGi mot tia giéu cgt trong anh mat.

“Vang... bang tin hay khong thi 6ng ta cling dd mang dén mot
tin rat quan trong. Ong da cé ly: ba nan nhan c6 lién quan véi
nhau. T6i dd xem dia chi ctia ho. Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury
déu song ¢ mot noi goi 13 Thung ling Culver.”

“Ong ta song & Devon, mot noi cé tén 13 Beaworthy. Nhung
ong ta cling lién quan nét. Ong ta 13 ngudi da dit cho cho ca ba
can phong - cta Ida, Harriet va ctia chinh 6ng ta - va dng ta da



tra tién trudc cho ca ba.”

“That sao? Tdi thiy didu nay thu vi ddy...” Poirot lam bam, van
vé b0 ria mép.

“Phai ndi 12 tdi thay hoi r6i,” tdi néi. “R6i ram chi yéu 1a: néu
dén tir cing mot lang va vao cung mot ngay thi tai sao Harriet
Sippel va Ida Gransbury lai khéng di cung nhau? Tai sao ho
khong cung nhau dén khach san? T6i da van John Goode nhiéu
lan ma ong ta van c& khing khing rang Harriet dén trudc Ida
hai gi¢ vao hom thit tu... nhitng hai gi¢ co day.”

“Con Richard Negus?”

TO6i quyét tir day s& néu moi chi tiét lién quan dén Negus ngay
khi cé co hoi s6m nhat vi chi cé cach dé mdi khoi phai nghe
Poirot ctr 1ap di 1ap lai “Con Richard Negus?”

“Ong ta dén trudc Harriet Sippel mot gid. Ong ta 1a ngudi dén
dau tién trong ba ngudi, nhung khong phai John Goode tiép 6ng
ta ma 13 mot nhan vién 1é tan tén Thomas Brignell. T6i con phat
hién ra ca ba nan nhin déu dén London bang tau héa, ch®
khong phai bang xe. T6i khéng chic 6ng cé mudn biét didu dé
khong, nhung...”

“TOi phai biét moi th1¥,” Poirot noi.

Nguyén vong rd rét cla ong dugc phu trach vu an va tu minh
diéu tra vira tréu ti’c nhung cling vira tran an t6i. “Khach san
Bloxham c6 bo tri vai xe chuyén dén khach & nha ga,” t6i noi véi
6ng. “Dich vu nay khong ré, nhung ho rat thich dugc phuc vu
cho khach. Ba tudn trudc, Richard Negus da thoa thudn vdi John
Goode vé viéc dua xe cua khach san dén dén Ong ta, Harriet



Sippel va Ida Gransbury. Pén riéng r&, moi xe mdt ngudi. TAt ca
cac khoan - ca phong 1an xe - déu dugc Negus thanh todn
trude.”

“T6i dang thic mac khong biét dng ta cd gidu khodng,” Poirot
noi ra suy nghi. “Nhitng vu giét ngudi rat hay xuat phat tr van
dé tién bac. Nay khi ta da biét hon dbi chut, anh nghi sao ha
Catchpool?”

“Thi...” 6ng da hoi thi t6i cling quyét thr mot phen. Poirot ludn
chtl truong phai tuéng tuong diéu gi cd thé xay ra, vay thi toi sé
dung 1én 1y thuyét ciia tdi, vin dung nhitng su kién dé lam ca s6.
“Richard Negus han phai biét cd ba chuyén dén vi éng ta 13 ngudi
dat va tra tién cac phong, nhung co 18 Harriet Sippel khong biét
Ida Gransbury ciing dang dén Bloxham, va Ida khong biét rang
Harriet dang dén.”

“Oui, C’est possible.”

pugc khich 18, toi tiép tuc: “Co 1€ trong ké hoach ctia hung thq,
diéu quan trong 1a ca Ida 1an Harriet déu khong duoc biét vé su
hién dién cia nhau. Nhung néu vy, va néu Richard Negus biét
ong ta va hai ngudi phu nit sé la khach & Bloxham...” Nhitng v
tudng dang ngon trdn cua tbi chot can kiét & dé.

Poirot d& 10i: “Anh ban i, dong suy nghi ctia chuing ta dang di
theo nhitng con dudng twong tu nhau. Phai chang Richard Negus
la dong pham vo tinh cho cdi chét cua chinh 6ng ta? C6 18 hung
tht dd thuyét phuc 6ng ta du dd cdc nan nhan dén khach san
Bloxham vi mét 1y do ndo khdc, trong khi dé han lai 1én ké
hoach giét chét cd ba nguoi. Van dé dat ra 1a: viéc Ida va Harriet



khong dugc biét vé su hién dién ctia nhau tai khach san, vi 1y do
nao doé, liéu cé phai 1a mot mau cho6t? va néu nd 1a mau chot thi
mau chot cho Richard Negus, hay cho hung tht, hay cho ca hai?”

“L& nao Richard Negus cé mot ké hoach va hung tha cé ké
hoach khac?”

“Chac vay roi,” Poirot néi. “Piéu ké tiép 13 phai tim ra tat ca
moi thong tin vé Harriet Sippel, Richard Negus va Ida Gransbury.
Ho la ai khi con sdng? Nhitng hoai vong, nhitng budn dau,
nhi*ng bi mat ctia ho 1a gi? Lang Great Holling s€ 1a noi chung ta
tim kiém nhitng cAu tra 18i. cé thé ching ta s& tim dugc ca
Jennie & dd, va ca P1J, le mystérieux nital”

“Khong c6 khach nao & day tén Jennie, ca lic nay lan tdi qua.
Toi da kiém tra roi.”

“TOi cling nghi 13 khong cd. €6 phuc vu Fee Spring cho toi biét
Jennie song trong ngdi nha & dau bén kia thanh phd tinh theo
quan ca phé Pleasant. Cé nghia 1a & London ch®& khdéng phai
Devon hay Thung liing Culver. Jennie khong can thué phong &
khach san Bloxham néu c6 ta song & ngay ‘dau bén kia thanh
phd’.”

“A, Henry Negus, em clia Richard Negus, dang trén dudng tw
Devon tdi. Richard Negus song cung Henry va gia dinh 6ng ta. Toi
cling dd c vai nhan vién tdt nhat 1an luwgt phong van tat cd cac
khéach tro.”

“anh 1am viéc rat hiéu qua, Catchpool a.” Poirot vd canh tay
tOoi.

T6i cAm thay budc long phai xin 16i khuyén ctia Poirot vé mot



that bai ctia minh. “Chuyén vé cac bita dn phuc vu tai phong xem
chirng rat khé chot,” t6i néi. “Tdi khdng tim duoc bt c ai cu thé
tham gia vao viéc nhan dat mon va giao tdn phong. Cé gi do
nhap nhang trong chuyén nay.”

“pirng lo,” Poirot ndi. “T6i s& chot lai nhitng gi cAn thiét khi
ching ta tap hop & phong an. Trong khi ch¢ dot, ta hay cung di
dao mot vong quanh khu vuon ctia khach san. Biét ddu mot cudc
di dao nhe nhang lai khaoi day cho ching ta y tuéng mdi nao dé.”

Ra dén bén ngoai, Poirot bat dau ca cAm vé thoi tiét, von qua that
dang xau di. “Chung ta trd vao trong nhé,” t6i goi v.

“Khdng, khong. Chua phai 1dc nay. Thay do6i mdi trudng ciing
tot cho cac té bao xd&m nho nho ma, va cd 18 cay cdi cling sé che
bét gid. Toi von khong sg¢ lanh, nhung lanh ciing c¢é loai tot loai
xau, ma hdm nay lai 1a lanh xau.”

Chung tdi dirng lai khi ra dén cong vudn cia khach san
Bloxham. Luca Lazzari dd khong cudng diéu vé vé dep ctia nd, toi
nghi vay khi nhin hang ciy doan xoin. bau bén kia 13 nhitng bui
cay dugc cat tia mot cadch nghé thuat nhat, khip London chang
dau bang. P 13 mot tod thién nhién khong chi bi ché ngy ma
con bi cuBng bic phuc tung. Du gid rét, khung canh dé van cuc
ky thich mat.

“Thé nao?” tdi héi Poirot. “Ching ta vao trong chwa?” S& rat dé



chiu khi bugc trén 16i di xanh gitta nhitng hang cay. ‘bich thuc
phong cach La M3, toi nghf.

“Toi khong biét.” Poirot chau may. “Thoi tiét nay...” Ong rung
minh.

“... s@ con kéo dai. can vuon khé ma tranh duoc,” toi hoan tat
ciu ndi ctia 6ng vdi doi chut sot rudt. “Ong Poirot, ching ta chi cé
thé & mot trong hai noi: bén trong hoic bén ngoai khach san.
Ong mudn noi nao?”

“T6i c6 mot y tudng hay hon!” dng dac thang tuyén bd. “Ching
ta sé dén xe buyt!”

“Xe buyt? bi dau co ch?”

“Chang di dau ca, hay 13 di dau dé! Khéng quan trong. Ching
ta s& s¢m leo ra khai xe buyt va trd vé trén mot xe buyt khac. bi
xe buyt s& gitp ta thay doi khung canh ma khéng bi lanh. Nao!
Chdng ta s& ngdm thanh pho qua kinh xe. Ai biét dugc ching ta
sé quan sat dugc gi?” Ong qua quyét 1én dudng.

Toi 1ac dau di theo. “Ong dang nghi dén Jennie, ddng khong?”
toi hoi. “Rat khé c6 kha nang chung ta tim dugc cd ta...”

“Nhiéu kha ning hon so vdi ditng day va nhin ngdm cd cay!”
Poirot khang khang noi.

Mu0i phut sau chung tdi da chen chuc trong mot chiéc xe buyt
véi cira sO mo suwong dén muc nhin qua khong thé thiy dudc gi.



Dung khin dé lau ciing chang cd tac dung.
T6i dinh noi chut ly 18 véi Poirot. “Vé Jennie...” toi mé 101

quan gl dén vu 4n & Bloxham ca. Chang c6 ching cd ndo cho
thay co ta lién quan. Hoan toan khong!”

“Toi khong dong y dau, ban toi a,” Poirot rau rau noéi. “To6i tin
twdng vao moi lién hé dé hon bao gid hét.”

“Thé u? chét tiét! Ong Poirot, tai sao ch?”

“Vi hai vu viéc nay c6 chung nhau hai yéu t6 cuc ky bat
thuong...”

“Yéu t6 gi vay?”

“Chung s& dén védi anh, Catchpool a. That ra chiing khong thé
khong dén, chi cAn anh chiu md dau ra va suy nghi nhitng th
anh d3 biét.”

Trén hang ghé phia sau, mot ba me gid va cd con gai tudi
trung nién dang tranh cii vé su khac biét gitta bot nhoi tot va bot
nhoi cuc tot.

“Anh d3 nghe thay chua, Catchpool?” Poirot thi thao.
“Difference! Chung ta dirng tranh cii vé su twong dong ma hay

tranh cdi vé su khac biét. bd 1a diéu sé chi ra cho ching ta tén
hung thu.”

“Khac biét nao co?” toi hoi.

“Gitra hai vu giét nguoi & khach san so véi vu th ba. Tai sao
cic tinh huong chi tiét lai khac biét dén thé trong trudong hop



Richard Negus? Tai sao hung tha lai khoa ctra ti* bén trong can
phong thay vi tit bén ngoai? Tai sao han gidu chia khda sau vién
gach 16ng thay vi mang theo? Tai sao han lai muon gdc cay, di
bang 16i cra s6 chit khong dudng dudng chinh chinh di theo
hanh lang? Thoat dau, t6i c@ nghi han nghe cé tiéng ngudi néi
ngodi hanh lang nén sg 13 bi bat gip ldc ra khoéi phong dng
Negus.”

“Cling 6 ly day chi,” toi noi.

“0. Tai sao khong?”

“Vi vi tri khac biét cia chiéc khuy mang-xét trong miéng ctia
Richard Negus: né nam sau trong miéng, gan cudéng hong, thay
vi gitta d6i moi.”

T6i rén ri. “Pirng vay nita ma. Toi thuc s khong nghi...”

“Al Doi d3, Catchpool. Chiing ta hay xem...”

Chiéc xe buyt dirng lai. Poirot ngodi cd nhin nhitng hanh
khach mdi budc 1én xe roi thé dai khi hanh khach cubi cung la
mot ngudi dan 6ng manh khanh khoac bd dd bang vai len, cé
16ng tai nhiéu hon ca téc & trén dau.

“Ong that vong vi khong ¢ Jennie,” t6i ndi. T6i nghi minh can
ndi diéu doé ra thanh 101 thi mdi tin noi dd 1a sy that.

“Non, mon ami. Anh chi ding vé mat tinh cam thdi, ch®

khong dung vé mat nguyén do. T6i cam thay that vong khi nghi

lai Jennie. Thé ma... toi van c hy vong.”



“Dl 6ng ndi sudt vé cac phuong phap khoa hoc, 6ng van ci 1a
mot ngudi mo mong, dung khong ong?”

“Anh tin hy vong la ké thu ctia khoa hoc ch®® khong phai la
dong luc sao? Néu thé thi tdi khong dong v dau, ciing gidng nhw
t6i khong dong y vdi anh vé chiéc khuy mang-xét vay. Truong
hop Richard Negus 13 mot khac biét dang ké so vdi hai ngudi phu
ni kia. Viéc hung tht nghe thay c¢é ngudi ndi ngoai hanh lang va
mudn tranh bi bat gip khong thé gidi thich cho su khéc biét vé vi
tri chiéc khuy mang-xét trong miéng déng Negus,” Poirot ndi. “Do
ddé phai c6 mot cach gidi thich nao khac. Chirng nao chua giai
thich duoc thi ta khong thé biét cai gi khac biét trong viéc clta sd
dé ngd, chiéc chia khda gidu trong phong va cira khda tir bén
trong.”

Cé nhitng vu viéc - v chic chian khéng chi nhitng vu cé
Hercule Poirot dinh vdo - ¢d ldc ta bat dau cam thdy néi vdi
minh 13 dé chiu hon, ma cling khong kém phan hiéu qua, va ta
bd qua moi nd luc giao tiép vdi thé gidi bén ngoai.

& trong dau, toi lang 1ang dua ra 1ap luin nhu sau, danh cho
nhitng thinh gid nhay cdm va biét tdn thudng cua riéng toi:
chiéc khuy mang-xét nam & vi tri hoi khac biét trong miéng cta
Richard Negus tuyét d6i chang cé gi quan trong. Miéng van la
miéng, chang cé gi khac biét. Trong dau hung thd, han chi muén
lam cung mot diéu nhw nhau cho ca ba nan nhan: cay miéng ho
va dat vao dé nhitng chiéc khuy mang-xét vang cé khic chft.

Toi khong thé nghi ra cch 1y giai ndo cho viéc gidu chia khéa
sau vién gach long. Sé nhanh chéng va thuin 1gi hon cho hung



thtl néu han dem theo hodc vt xudng tham sau khi lau sach
dju van tay.

Phia sau chung tdi, b me va c6 con gai di can kiét véi chu dé
bdt nhoi va chuyén sang chuyén dau m#.

“Chuing ta phai tinh dudng quay vé khach san thoi,” Poirot ndi.

“Nhung chung ta chi mdi vira 1én xe buyt théi mal” toi phan
doi.

“Oui, C’est vrai, nhung ching ta khong mudén di qua xa

Bloxham. Chang may nita ching ta da phai cé mit & phong &n.”
T6i chAm chAm thé ra, biét rang s& vd ich néu héi vi sao 6ng
lai néi nhu thé trong khi chinh éng 1a ngwdi doi di khoi khach
san.
“Ching ta phai ra khoi xe nay va bat mot chiéc khac,” 6ng néi.
“C6 thé xe ké tiép sé nhin ra dudng dé hon.”

Poirot khong thay dau vét nao ctia Jennie. Du sing sot trudc su
trong doi clia 6ng, to6i van bat gap vai khung canh thu vi khién
mot 1an nita t6i nhin ra vi sao minh yéu London: mdt anh
chang trong trang phuc thang hé dang dién trd tung hitng vung
ve chua tirng thay, thé ma ngudi di dudng van c tha tién xu vao
chiéc nén dat dudi chan anh ta. Nhitng khung cdnh khac la con
chd xt1 ¢ khudn mat y hét mot chinh khach nbi tiéng, va mot ga
lang thang ngdi bén 18 dudng, canh chiéc vali mé& toang - han



14y thuc phim tir trong dé ra an c* nhu thé dé 1a c¥a hang an
udng di dong vay.

“Coi kia, 6ng Poirot,” t6i ndi. “Ga kia khong mang dén cai lanh.
Han sung sudng c nhu méo gip md viy. Ga lang thang thich
banh kem, tdi s& goi han 14 thé. Ong Poirot, nhin con ché kia. N6
c6 1am 6ng nghi dén ai khdng? M6t nhan vat noi tiéng. Nao, dng
nhin di, chic chin d6ng s& nhan ra thoi.”

“Catchpool,” Poirot nghiém khic néi. “ping day di, néu khong
ching ta sé 18 chuyén diy. Anh c toan nhin dau dau, tim th& gi
vui nhon.”

T6i ding day. Khi ra khdi xe buyt, toi ndi: “Chinh 6ng la nguoi
16i tdi vao cudc dao choi London vd nghia ndy. Ong khong thé
trach tdi ngdm nhin nhitng diéu thu vi.”

Poirot dirng budc. “Anh ndi di, tai sao anh khong chiu xem xét
ba t thi trong khach san? biéu gi khién anh khong chiu dung
noi khi quan sat?”

“Chang cd gi dau. To6i xem ki cac tr thi chang kém gi 6ng.
Thuc sy, t6i d3 xem rat ki trudc khi dng tham gia vao.”

“Néu anh khong mudén ban viéc d4 thi ¢t ndi thang véi toi 13
duoc ma, mon ami.”

“Co gl ma ban dau. T6i chua tirng thay ai thich nhin xac chét
1du hon mc can thiét. chi thé thoi.”

Thu that, tdi cling mudn thd 16 cung dng 1Am, nhung chang
hiéu sao t6i lai khong 1am vay. Ong ngoai t6i mat khi tdi mdi 1én



nam. Ong hap hoi rat lau trong mot cdn phong & nha tbi. TOi
khong thich ngay nao cling phai tham hoi dng trong can phong
d4, nhung cha me tdi thi c khang khang rang viéc doé 1 rat
quan trong vdi dng, cho nén t6i da tuan theo dé chiéu long cha
me. Va cling vi 6ng cda t6i nita. T6i nhin da cia 6ng dan dan
chuyén mau vang, nghe hdi thd dng ngay mot yéu 6t, thay mat
6ng ngay mot do dan. Luc d6 t6i khong nghi 13 t6i sg, nhung toi
van nhé cai cdnh ngbdi dém ting gidy dé dugc ra ngoai, duoc
khép ctra lai phia sau va khéng phai nhAm dém thoi gian nita.

Khi dng ngoai t6i mat, t6i cAm thiy nhu thoat khoi nguc tu,
nhu sdng lai. Ong t6i s& dudgc mang di, va s& khoéng con cai
khong khi chét chéc trong nha. R6i me bao tdi dén chao 6ng lan
cudi trong phong. Me s& di cling t6i, ba néi thé. Moi thi¥ s& on ca.

BAc sT d& sap dat thi thé dng. Me gidi thich cho toi viéc sap dat
thi thé ngudi chét. To6i dém tirng gidy trong im ling. Nhidu giy
hon thuong 1é. it nhat 13 mot trdm ba muoi gidy toi d3 dirng bén
me, nhin than hinh bat ddng va teo tép cia 6ng ngoai. “Cam tay
6ng di, Edward,” me bao tbi. Khi tdi ndi khong muon cam, me
khéc 0a 1én c¥ nhu thé s& chang bao gid nin dugc.

Cho nén tdi d3 cAm ban tay xuong xau cia 6ng ngoai. Hon hét
moi diéu, tdi chi mubn budng xudng va bd chay, nhung tdi da
gift tay 6ng cho dén khi me thdi khdc va bao rang hai me con toi
c6 thé di xuéng nha.

Cdm tay 6ng di Edward. Cam tay 6ng di.



CHUONG 5
CUGC THAM VAN TRAM NG ('

Khi cting Poirot budc vao phong an ctia khach san Bloxham, t0i
hAu nhu chang dé y dén dam dong dang té tuu tai d6. Can phong
an tuong dén miurc toi khong khoi xao lang trudc vé hoanh trang
cua nod. Toi dirng lai & ngudng cira, ngd 1én tran cao chét vot, véi
nhitng hoa van, nhitng biéu tuong va diéu khic trang 18. That ky
khoi khi tudng tuong nhitng con ngudi dang an nhitng mén tim
thuong nhat nhu bAnh mi nudng hay mitt cam - tham chi c6 18
chang mang nhin 1én khi dip tritng ludc - tai nhitng chiéc ban
bén dudi mot kiét tac nghé thuat cd do.

Toi dang c6 tim hiéu toan bd thiét k& va mdi lién két gitta cac
phan khac nhau cda tran nha thi Luca Lazzari phién muon budc
nhanh vé phia t6i. Bing mot 1di than thé, 6ng 1am gidn doan suw
than phuc cta t6i trude vé doi xirng day nghé thuat & trén dau.

“Ong Catchpool, dng Poirot, tdi xin c6 181 cao 16i chan thanh
nhat! Toi d3 qua non néng mudn tuong trg cong viéc quan trong
cua cac ong, vi vay da cd chut so sudt! Cac ong biét day, toi chi
biét nghe bao cdo va nd luc ban diu cta to6i nham kiém ching



ching da bat thanh. To6i phai chiu trach nhiém vé sy ngu mudi
ctla minh, ch® khong phai ai khac ca. A...”

Ong Lazzari chot ngitng bat va ngoai nhin hang trdm con
ngudi, cd nam lan nit, trong gian phong. Roi 6ng dich sang trai
dé an nglt ngay trudc Poirot, udn nguc ra cung mot ddng tac
chong nanh hai tay, trong kha 1a bubén cudi. T6i nghi 6ng dang
hy vong che giju toan bd dadm nhan vién cta minh trudc doi
mat khong hai 1ong ctia Poirot, ct nhu thé néu ho khong bi trong
thay thi khong thé trach c ho diéu gi.

“Mot sai IAm nghiém trong! Ong dd nhan dinh rang didu dé 13
khong thé, va 6ng da cé ly. Nhung tdi mong dng hiéu cho rang
nhitng nhin vién xuit sic cia tdi, hién dang & trudc mat dng
day, da noi vdi t6i su that, va chinh toi da bé cong su that do,
nhung tdi khong hé cd y!”

“Je comprends. Biy gid, dé stta chita sai 1am dé thi...?” Poirot
khap khéi héi.

Trong khi do6, cdc nhan vién “xuat sac” ngbi im lang quanh

nhitng chiéc ban tron 16n, cham chu nghe tirng 10i. TAm trang
chung kha u am. T6i do xét nhanh cdc khudn mat va khong tim
duoc nu cudi nao.

“T6i da thua cling 6ng rang ba vi khach qua c6 da dit bita tdi
riéng ré nhau tai phong ho vao luc 7 gio 15 toi qua,” Lazzari noi.
“piéu d6 khong dung! Ba vi d6 da tu tdp cung nhau! Ho dung
chung bita t6i! C4 ba cung té tuu trong mot phong, phong 317 ctia
c6 Ida Gransbury. Mot ngudi phuc vy, chi khong phai ba, da



thay ho 14n cudi cung con song vao luc 7 gio' 15. Ong thay chua,
thua 6ng Poirot? Khong cd trung hgp 16n nao cd ma chi la
chuyén thuong tinh: ba vi khiach dung bira t0i trong cung mot
phong!”

dé 1a ai vay?”

MOt ngudi dan 6ng béo tot, dau hdi dirng bat day. Ong ta trac
nidm muoi, cd ca cai xu huéng dé khich ddng 1an d6i mat rau ri
cua giong cho Basset.

“La toi day a,” ong ta noi.

“Ong tén gi?”

“Rafal Bobak, thwa ong.”

“Ong phuc vu bita toi cho ba Harriet Sippel, cd Ida Gransbury
va O0ng Richard Negus tai phong 317 vao luc 7 gio' 15 to6i qua?”
Poirot hdi Ong ta.

“Khong phai bita t6i a,” Bobak ndi. “La bita tra chiéu. Chinh 1a
6ng Negus da dat day a. Bita tra chiéu vao gi0 an toi. Ong ta hoi
nhu vy cé duoc khong, hay t6i mudn ép ho phai dung th® ma
ong ta goi 13 ‘kiéu bita tdi thinh soan’. Ong ta bao tdi rang éng ta
va cac ban bé ctia 6ng di théng nhat vdi nhau ho khéng hao
hing 1am véi kiéu bita t6i d8. Ong ta bao ho thich dung bita tra
chiéu hon. T6i ndi dng ta muodn bat ¢ gi chung téi déu phuc vu
ca, thua 6ng. Ong ta dit mdén banh mi kep - thit ngudi, phd mai,
c4 hoi va dua chudt — va mot 16 cac loai banh ngot. Va ca banh
nudng nita a, véi mut va kem, thua 6ng.”

“Con thic udng?” Poirot hoi.



“Tra, thua ong. Cho cd ba ngudi ho.”
“D’accord. Va rugu vang cho Richard Negus nita chi?”

Rafal Bobak lic dau. “Khdéng a. Ruou vang thi khong. Ong
Negus khdng dat ruou vang. Toi khong mang ly rugu vang nao
1én phong 317 ca.”

“Ong chac cht?”

“Chac chan, thua 6ng.”

T6i cAm thay khé chiu khi hién dién trudc ngin 4y cip mat,
va khd s& nhan ra rang cho dén tan ldc d6 t6i van chua hé dit ra
cau héi nao. Dé Poirot dan dit man trinh dién cling chang sao,
nhung néu téi khong tham gia vao thi yéu kém qud. T6i hang
giong, ndi v4i cd phong: “Cé ai trong cac vi dem tach tra dén
phong 121 cia ba Harriet Sippel vao thoi diém nao d6? Hay dem
ruou vang dén cho 6ng Richard Negus? Hodc 13 vao hom qua,
hoac vao hom thi tu trudec dé6 mot ngay?”

Nhitng chiéc dau 1ac tdi tap. Tri phi cé ai d6 néi ddi, cé vé nhu
lan phuc vu d6 an tai phong duy nhat dén ba can phong nay
chinh 1a bita-tra-thay-bira-tdi ctia Rafal Bobak tai phong 317 Itc 7
gir 15 toi thir nam.

Toi ¢ sdp xép mach lac nhitng suy nghi trong dau: tach tra
trong phong cta Harriet Sippel khong cé van dé gi. P han 14 mot
trong ba tach tra ma Bobak bung dén, du chi cé hai tadch dugc
tim th3y trong phong cua Ida Gransbury sau cdc an mang.
Nhung ly rugu vang di dén phong cia Richard Negus bang
duong nao, néu khong phai do phuc vu bung dén?

Phai chang hung thd d3 dén Bloxham vdi mot ly Harvey's



Bristol Cream trong tay, con trong tdi thi chira thudc dbc va day
ap khuy mang-xét ¢ khac chit? Nghe cd vé khd tin.

Poirot hinh nhu cling dang tip trung vao van dé nay. “T6i s&
héi that r6: trong cdc 6ng cd ai dem rugu vang dén cho 6ng
Richard Negus khong, hodc 1a tai phong ong ta, hoac la tai noi
nao khac trong khach san?”

Lai thém nhitng cai lac dau.
phong ong Negus cd phai 1a tai sdn cta khach san Bloxham
khong?”

“Cé day a, thua 6ng Poirot. Chuyén nay rat khé hiéu. Theo tdi,
cé thé cau phuc vu vang mat hom nay da bung rugu vang dén
cho 6ng Negus hom thi¥ ndm hay thi¥ tu, nhung moi ngudi & day
déu c6 mat vao nhitng ngay dé.”

“Qud 1a kho hiéu, nhu 6ng ndi,” Poirot tan thanh. “Ong Bobak,
xin ong cho chung toi biét diéu gi da xay ra khi 6ng dua bita toi—
tra chiéu dén phong ctia c6 Ida Gransbury.”

“Toi dat moi thir 1én ban roéi di ra ngay, thua 6ng.”

“C4 ba nguoi déu cé mat trong phong cht? Ba Sippel, co
Gransbury va ong Negus ay ma?”

“Da vang, thua 6ng.”

“Ong thir m6 td khung cdnh xem nao?”

“Khung canh nao a, thua 6ng?”

Thay Rafal Bobak cd vé rdi, tdi xen vao: “Ai trong so ho 13 ngudi
ra md cia?”



“Ong Negus ra m& cita a.”

“Va hai nguoi phu nit Itc dé dang & dau?” toi hai.

“0, ho Iic dd dang ngdi néi chuyén véi nhau trén hai chiéc ghé
gan 10 sudi. T6i khong giao tiép gi vdi ho, chi trao ddi véi moi
minh 6ng Negus thoi. Toi dit do 1én chiéc ban gin clta so roi di
ra, thua ong.”

“Ong c6 nhd hai ngudi phu nit lic dé dang ndi chuyén gi
khong?” Poirot hoi.

Bobak cup mat xudéng. “vang thi...”

“Pidu nay rat quan trong. Moi chi tiét ma dng ké cho ching ti
vé ba vi khach dé déu rat quan trong.”

“vang thi... ho hoi cay nghiét, thua 6ng. Lai con cuGi cot nita.”

“Y 6ng 1a ho ¢ ac y? Nhu thé nao nhi?”

“MOt trong hai ngudi ho 1a viy. Con 6ng Negus thi hinh nhu
thay chuyén d¢ 1a tha vi. Ho dang néi gi d6 vé mdt ngudi phu nit
va mot ngudi dan ong tré. b6 khong phai 1a viéc cua t6i nén toi
khong chu tam nghe.”

“Ong c6 nhd cu thé ho néi nhitng gi khoéng? Su cay nghiét clia
ho chia vao ai?”

“T6i khong thé néi chic duoc, thwa 6ng. Hinh nhu ho chim
choc mot phu nit 16n tudi vi dd yéu mot anh chang tré tudi. bé 1a
cam tudng cta toi thoéi. V&i toi, cd vé 1a mot cau chuyén ngoi 1é
d6i mach.”

“Nay 6ng,” Poirot ndi bang mdt giong uy quyén nhat, “néu tinh
cO 6ng nhd ra diéu gi khac vé cudc tro chuyén do, bat cr diéu gi,



xin hady théng bao cho chiing tbi ngay titc khic.”

“vang, thua 6ng. T6i chot nhd ra, anh chang tré tudi hinh nhu
da bd ngudi phu nit 16n tudi dé ra di véi mot phu nit khac. Qua 1a
mot cau chuyén tan gau van vo.”

“vay thi...” Poirot bat dau sai budc doc ngang can phong. That
ky la khi thay hon mdt trdm cai ddu chAm cham xoay qua roi
xoay lai, theo hudng budc chan cta dng. “Chung ta cé Richard
Negus, Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury — mot nam va hai nit - &
phong 317, dang xdc xiém mot nam va hai nit khac!”

“Nhung diéu dé thi cd y nghia gi, ong Poirot?” tdi hoi.

“Co thé chang cd v nghia gi ca. Chi thu vi thdi. Viéc tan gau
van vo, su cudi cgt, bita tra chiu thay bita tdi... bidu dé ndi véi
ching ta rang ba nan nhan khong hé xa la ma cé quen biét
nhau, du ho khong hé biét sd phan s& sdm quay lung lai vdi ho.”

MOt chuyén ddng bat chot khién tdi giat minh. & chiéc ban
ngay dobi dién Poirot va t6i, mot anh chang téc den, khuén mat
trang béch, bat diy khéi ghé nhuw bi khai héa bén dudi. Néu
khudn mat anh ta khong déng citng vi sg hai thi toi han da nghi
anh ta dang nén néng ndi ra diéu gi do.

“pay 13 6ng Thomas Brignell, mot trong cac nhan vién 1é tan
cia chung t6i,” Lazzari chia tay ra dé gidi thiéu anh ta.

“Ho con hon ca quen biét nhau nita a, thua ong,” Brignell théu
thao sau mot khoang im lang dai. Giong anh ta qua nho, khong
ai ngbi phia sau nghe rd anh ndi gi. “Ho 1a nhitng ngudi ban
than. Ho biét nhau rat ra.”

“DI nhién ho 1a ban beé than thiét!” Lazzari tuyén bo vdi ca



phong. “Ho da dung bita cung nhau!”

“Nhiéu ngudi van dung bita hang ngay vdi nhitng ké ho cam
ghét,” Poirot noi. “Lam on noi tiép di, 6ng Brignell.”

“Khi tdi gdp 6ng Negus tdi qua, 6ng td ra quan tdm dén hai ba
kia nhu mot ngudi ban than,” Thomas Brignell théu thao noi.

“Ong da gap ong ta?” tdi hoi. “Khi nao? O’ dau?”

“Luc 7 gio 30, thua 6ng.” Anh ta trdé vao canh ctra doéi cua
phong an. T6i dé y thay canh tay anh ta dang run ray. “Ngay
ngoai canh ctra dé. T6i budc ra va thay 6ng ta dang di vé hudng
thang may. Ong ta thay t6i ben dirng lai, goi tdi dén. T6i dodn
6ng ta dang vé phong.”

“Ong ta ndi gi vdi 6ng?” Poirot hoi.

“Ong ta... 6ng ta yéu cau toi ddm bdo bita an dugc tinh cho
6ng ta chir khong phai hai vi kia. Ong ta néi dng ta méi c6 kha
nang trang trai chi ba Sippel va c6 Gransbury thi khong.”

“Ong ta chi ndi c6 thé?”

“vang.” Brignell cé vé sap 1a di néu bi budc phai tra 15i thém
cau nao.

“Cam on 6ng Brignell,” tdi ¢ ging té ra that ndng nhiét. “Ong
da gitip chung t6i rat nhiéu.” Lap tdc, téi cam thay cd 16i vi da
khong cam on Rafal v4i cung cach tuong tu, cho nén t6i bd sung:
“Ong cling thé, ong Bobak. Va tat cd moi ngudi nita.”

“Catchpool,” Poirot thi thao. “Hiu hét moi ngudi trong phong
nay chua hé noéi gi ca.”

“Ho da lang nghe chadm chu va vat 6c suy nghi vé nhitng van



dé dat ra vdi ho. Téi nghi ho xi*ng dang dugc cdm on.”

“Anh tin vao nhitng suy nghi ctia ho that sao? Phai chang day
la cdi mdt tram nguodi ma anh dé cip luc chung ta bat dong
nhau? Bien, néu phai hoi cai mot trdim nguoi nay thi...” Poirot
quay sang dam dong. “Thua cac 6ng, cac ba, chung ta da duoc
nghe rang Richard Negus, Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury 13 ban
be, va thic an ctia ho da dugc giao dén phong 317 vao lic 7 gio 15.
Nhung vao lic 7 gio 30, Brignell da thay ong Richard Negus &
tang nay cua khach san, dang huéng dén thang may. Ong Negus
han dang quay vé, nest ce pas, vé phong 238 clia minh hoic 13 vé
phong 317 — dé tu hop vdi hai ngudi ban. Nhung tir dau vé? Banh
mi kep va banh ngot ctia 6ng ta mdi duoc giao trudc dé6 mudi

1am phut! c6 phai 6ng ta da 1ap tdc bd ching lai dé di dau dé?
Hay Ong ta dd an phan ctia minh trong ba, bon phut r6i voi va bo
di? Ong ta voi va di dau vay? Muc dich quan trong nao da khién
6ng ta roi phong 3172 Chi d& dam bao Harriet Sippel va Ida
Gransbury khdng bi tinh tién dd &n? Ong ta chang 18 khong thé
doi hai, ba muoi phut, hay thdm chi mot tiéng hay sao?”

Mot phu nit ddy da cé mai téc xodn nau va doéi may nghiém
nghi bat day & cudi phong. “Ong héi mai may cau dé c nhu toi
phdi biét ciu tra 10i vay, c@ nhu tat cd chung t6i déu phai biét,
ma ching to6i ndo cé biét gi dau!” Mat ba ta dio quanh phong,
hét nhin ngudi nay sang ngudi khac du 1oi 1& vAn hudng thang
vé Poirot. “Thua 6ng Lazzari, t6i muon vé,” ba ndi. “Tdi mudn gap
lai may di¥a nhéc nha tdi dé xem chuing cé binh an khoéng!”

Mot phu nit tré hon ngdi canh d6 cham vao tay ba, c6 tran an.



“Ngoi xuong di, Tessie,” c0 ta ndi. “Quy 6ng day chi muon gitp
théi ma. May d®a nhéc cta chi ching sao dau, mién ching
khong & gin Bloxham.”

Nghe 10i tran an kiéu dd, ca Luca Lazzari 1an Sturdy Tessie déu
than troi.

“Chtng toi khong git ba 1au hon nita dau, thua ba,” téi ndi.
“T6i tin chac dng Lazzari sé cho ba vé vdi cac chau ngay sau day,
néu ba thay can vé.”

Lazzari cho biét 6ng san 1ong, va Tessie ngdi lai, hai diu di.

TOi quay sang Poirot va nodi: “Richard Negus khong roi phong
317 dé giai quyét van dé thanh todn. Ong ta gdp Thomas Brignell
trén duong tr dau do trd vé, nghia 1a luc dé 6ng ta d3 lam xong
cai viéc ma ong ta di lam. Ong ta tinh c& gap 6ng Brignell va
quyét dinh giai quyét ludn van dé thanh toan.” V4i bai phat biéu
nho nho nay, tdi hy vong cho tat ca nhitng nguoi hién dién thay
ching t6i cd ca cau tra 10i chi khéng chi cd cau hoi. C6 1€ khong
phai tat cd moi ciu tra 101, nhung chi it cling 1a vai cau, va vai
ciu thi cling con tot hon 13 khong c6 cau nao.

“Ong Brignell, 6ng c6 cam giadc 6ng Negus chi tinh c& gap 6ng
va nhan tién nhan nha 6ng khéng? Hay 6ng ta chit ddng tim
0ng? Co phai 6ng la ngudi da don 6ng ta hom thir tuw, khi ong ta
dén khach san?”

“bung vay, thua ong. Ong ta khong chu dong tim t6i.” Brignell
co vé thodi mai hon khi ngoéi néi. “Ong ta tinh c¢ gap tdi va nghi
‘0, lai 12 ga d&’, tdi nghi vay, thua dng.”

“Thua cac ong, cac ba,” Poirot cao giong. “Sau khi gay ra ba an



mang trong khach san t0i qua, hung tht, hay ai d6 quen han va
thong dong véi han, da dé lai manh gidy trén ban 1é tan véi noi
dung: ‘CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO' YEN NGHI: 121. 238. 317.’ C6 ai
tinh cO thay ké bd lai manh gidy nay khong?” Poirot huo huo
moOt manh gidy nhé mau trang ma 6ng 14y ra t trong tdi. “N6
dugc 6ng John Goode tim thay vao lic 8 gid 10. C6 ai trong cac vi
dé y thay mot hay nhidu ngudi ¢é hanh vi bat thudng khi dang &
gin quay khong? Hay cd nhé xem! Han phai ¢ vi ndo dé thay
diéu gi chu!”

Tessie day da nheo mat, twa vao cd ban gai. Cin phong ngap
trong tiéng xi xao va tiéng thd gap, nhung dd chi 13 do cu séc
trudc manh gidy viét tay cia hung tha, moét ky vat lam cho ba
cai chét bdng trd nén sdng dong.

Khong ai cd gi dé ndi thém. Héa ra, khi hoi mdt trdm ngudi, ta
c6 nhiéu kha nang phai that vong.



CHUONG 6
LY RUGU VANG DANH 90

Ntra gi¢’ sau, Poirot va toi da ngdi udng ca phé trudc ngon lta réo
rat trong cai ma 6ng Lazzari goi 1a “buéng khuat ctia chung toi”,
mot can phong phia sau phong &n, khong thé vao tir bat ky 16i di
chung nao. Cac bo twong phu kin nhitng bitc chan dung ma toi
cd tadng 16. Tha 13 khung cAnh mdt ngdy nang ndo doé, hay thAm
chi khung canh tréi mua. Nhitng d6i mat trong tranh luén khién
tdi khé chiu, bat k& hoa si 1a ai. BAt ky bitrc chan dung nio ciing
khién tdi nghi rang nhan vat dugc vé dang khinh man nhin toi.

Sau man trinh dién hoanh trang tai phong an trong vai ngudi
dan chuong trinh, Poirot lai chim vao con u uét lang im.

“Ong lai phién mudn vé Jennie day 3?” tdi hoi Ong.

Ong thtra nhan diéu do6. “T6i khdong mudn nghe bdo tim thay
cd ta véi mot chiéc khuy mang-xét cé khiac chit PIJ trong miéng.
pé 1a tin ma tbi sg.”

“Luc nay dng dau thé 1am gi dugc cho Jennie, vi vay tdi mong
6ng hay nghi vé diéu gi khac,” t6i khuyén nha.

“Anh rat thuc té, catchpool a. Tt 1am. Chung ta hdy nghi vé



nhitng tach tra nhé.”

“Nhitng tach tra?”

“Phai. Anh nghi sao vé chiing?”

Sau mot hodi ngdm nghi, tdi ndi: “Téi chang tim duoc y nao
ca.”
Poirot sot rudt thoét 1én: “Ba tach trd duoc Rafal Bobak bung
dén phong ctia Ida Gransbury. Ba tach tra cho ba ngudi, ta hiéu
vdy. Nhung khi tim thiy xac ctia ca ba thi trong phong do6 chi
con hai tach tra.”

“TAch con lai & trong phong cta Harriet Sippel cing véi thi thé
ba ta,” toi noi.

“Exactement. biéu do rat la, phai khong? Ba Sippel da bung ca

tach tra 1an dia 16t vé phong minh trudc hay sau khi thude doc
dugc tha vao? Trong ca hai kich ban, thi ai lai buwng tach tra di
doc hanh lang khach san, réi vao thang may di xuéng hai tang
lau, van vdi tach tra trén tay co ch@? Néu tach tra day thi sé cé
thé bi sdnh ra ngoai. Néu voi mot nra hodc hét thi lai khong
dang dé bung. Thong thudng ngudi ta chi rét tra vao tach khi &
trong phong, n’est-ce pas?”

“vang, thuong thi 1a viy. Hung tht lam t6i ngac nhién bdi su
ky la cia han,” tdi néi vdi it nhiéu sbi ndi.

“con cdc nan nhan cta han thi sao? Ho ¢4 binh thudng
khong? Hanh vi cia ho ra sao? Phai chang anh muodn t6i tin
rang Harriet Sippel da bung tach tra clia ba ta vé phong, ngdi ghé
udng, réi hau nhu tirc thi, tén hung tha dén gd cira phong, tim ra
co hdi bo cyanide vao coc? Con Richard Negus, anh nhd di, 6ng ta



cing ra khoi phong Ida Gransbury vi ly do khong rd nao do,
nhung 6ng ta da trd lai phong minh ngay sau do, véi mét ly rugu
vang ma khéng mot ngudi nao trong khach san dwa cho.”

“Ong d3 ndi thé thi tdi cho rang...” toi néi.

Poirot van ndi tiép, nhw khong nghe t6i ndi gl.

“A, phai roi, cd Richard Negus nita. Ong ta dang ngdi mot
minh udng rugu thi hung tha dén thidm. Ong ta cling bao: ‘Lam
thé nao thi tuy, c@ bo thudc doc vao ly rugu cua toi di.’ Con Ida
Gransbury, phai chang sudt thdi gian dd c6 ta kién nhan cho doi
tén hung tha trong phong 317, mot minh? C6 ta nhip tra rat
chdm rdi. DI nhién s& 1a thiéu chu tat néu udng hét trudc khi
hung tht dén, vi néu vay thi 1dam sao han cd thé dau doc co ta?
HAn biét bd cyanide vao dau day?”

“Chét tiét! Ong Poirot, t6i biét noi sao vdi 6ng bay gio? Clng
khong hon gi 6ng, tdi chang hiéu md té gi ca! Ma ndy, t6i nghi ba
nan nhan han da cé 151 qua tiéng lai v8i nhau. Néu khong thi tai
sao ho du dinh dung bira t6i cing nhau r6i mdi ngudi lai di mét
néo nhu thé?”

“T6i khong tin mot phu nit dang gian di roi phong ma lai con
mang theo tach trad udng dd cia minh,” Poirot néi. “Chang phai
nd sé ngudi khi vé dén phong 121 sao?”

“Toi thuong xuyén udng tra ngudi,” téi ndi. “T6i rat thich thé.”

Poirot nhwén may. “Tdéi ma khong biét anh 14 ngudi trung
thuc thi t6i chang tin néi diéu d4. Tra ngudi! Dégeulasse!”

“Toi d3 quen dan,” toi tu vé. “Tra ngudi thi khéng phai udéng
vOi. Ta udng lic nao ciing dugc, dé mot ltc cling chang cé gi 13 té.



Khong bi ap luc thoi gian. Theo kinh nghiém cta to6i thi lam vay
cling hop ly.”

Co tiéng go ca.

“Chic dng Lazzari dén day xem c6 ai quiy ray cudc ddm dao
quan trong cia chung ta hay khong,” toi ndi.

“Xin moai vao,” Poirot goi ra.

Khong phai 1a Luca Lazzari ma 1a Thomas Brignell, anh nhan
vién 18 tAn d3 cho biét tirng gap Richard Negus gin thang mdy
vao luc 7 gio 30.

“A, 6ng Brignell,” Poirot thot 1én. “Vao day. Loi thut cia 6ng vé
su viéc t6i hom qua rat 1a hitu ich. Ong Catchpool va toi rat cam
kich.”

“Phai, rat cam kich,” toi nhiét thanh ndi. T6i cé thé néi bat c
diéu gl dé tao thuin lgi cho Brignell, d& anh ta chiu khai ra cai
diéu lam anh ta thay phién todi. RG rang l1a c6 diéu gi do. Anh
chang t0i nghiép trong chang tu tin gi hon so véi ltc @ phong an.
Anh ta xoa nan ban tay, nhic 1én dé xudng. Tdi thdy mo hoi va
ra trén trdn anh ta, va trong anh ta nhot nhat hon Itic truéec.

“T6i da phu long cac 6ng,” anh ta ndi. “Toi da phu long 6ng
Lazzari, trong khi 6ng ay doi x vdi toi rat tot. Toi d3 khong...
trong phong an. Toi da khong...” Anh ta bé Iirng ciu, xoa nin ban
tay con di doi hon trudc.

“Ong da khong ndi su that vdi chiing t6i?” Poirot goi v.

“Trng 101 t6i ndi déu 13 sy that, thua 6ng!” Thomas Brignell
gidn doi noi. “T6i dau kha gi hon tén hung tht néu tdi ndi ddi



canh sat mot van dé hé trong nhu thé nay.”

“T6i khdng nghi 6ng nhiéu t6i nhu han dau.”

“C4 hai viéc ma t6i d3 bd qua, khong khai bdo. Toi chang biét
phai xin 10i cdc dng thé nao. Cic 6ng thay day, toi khong quen
néi trudc mot can phong day ngudi. Toi van ludn nhu thé. va con
khé hon nita vi & d6...” anh ta hat dau vé hudng phong an “... &
do t6i da ngan ngai khai ra mot diéu nita ma 6ng Negus da noi
vdi toi vi Ong ta da cho td6i mdt khodn thudng.”

“Thudng gi vay?”

“T6i chang 1am gl xng dugc thudng ca, chic chan vay, thua
ong. Toi chi 13 modt ngudi binh thudng. Téi chang cd gi dic biét
ca. Toi 1am viéc &n luong va c6 1am sao tot nhat, nhung chang cé
ly do gl ai d6 chon tdi ra d&€ ban thuéng dic biét.”

“Thé 6ng Negus da 1am vAay?” Poirot héi. “Ong ta chon 6ng dé
ban thuéng?”

Brignell nhan mat. “vang, thua 6ng. Nhu téi da noi: t6i khong
xin dugc thudng va chic chan téi khong cd 1am gi dé duoc
thudng. Nhung khi toi thay 6ng ta va ong ta thay toi, dng ta noi:
‘A, anh Brignell, anh cé vé 1a nguoi dugc viéc day. Toi biét toi cd
thé iy thac cho anh chuyén nay.’ ROi 6ng ta bat dau ndi van dé
ma toi dd khai bao lic ndy, thua 6ng... vé viéc 6ng ta muodn
thanh toan bita an dy ma.”

“va 6ng khong mudn nhic dén khoan thudng trudc tit cd moi
ngudi, dung khong?” tdi héi. “Ong so diéu do nghe cé vé khoe
khoang chang?”

“Vang, dung a, thua 6ng. Téi d3 nghi thé. Con mot chuyén



khac nita a. Sau khi t6i va 6ng Negus thoa thuan xong chuyén
thanh todn, ong ta nh¢ téi mang dén mot ly rugu vang. Toi
chinh 13 ngudi lam viéc d6. T6i da dé nghi sé mang 1én phong
Ong ta, nhung 6ng ta ndi ong ta cho cling duoc. T6i mang ly rugu
lai, va roi 6ng ta vao thang may dé di 1én.”

Poirot chdm tdi trén chiéc ghé. “vay sao dng chang ndi nang gi
khi t6i héi cd ai trong phong mang ruou vang dén cho 6ng
Richard Negus?”

Brignell trong bdi r6i va tuyét vong nhu thé ciu tra 16i dung da
& trén dau ludi, nhung cach chi dé van c@ tudt khéi anh. “L& ra
toi phai 1am vAy, thua 6ng. L& ra tdi phai ké tit tit ngay sau khi
6ng hoi. Téi vo cing hoi 16i vi 3 khong 1am tron bén phan ddi
vdi 0ng va vdi ba vi khach di tir tran. Cau cho linh hén ho dugc
siéu thoat. Toi chi hy vong chudc toi lai ddi chut bang cach dén
chd cac Ong ldc nay day.”

“pung thé, dung thé, tdi chi thac mac vi sao dng khong ndi ra
Itc @ phong an thoi. Khi t6i hoi: ‘Cé ai dem ly rugu vang dén cho
ong Richard Negus?’ thi vi ¢d gi ma ong lai im 1ang?”

chang 16 tan dang thuong bat dau run lay bay. “Toi xin thé
trén ndm mo ngudi me yéu thuong di khuat cta t6i, thua 6ng
Poirot, t6i d3 noi hét tirng chi tiét vé cudc tiép xuc gitta tdi va ong
Negus t0i hdm qua. Ting chi tiét mot. Ong c& tin toi di, khong
thé ¢ mot 101 khai ndo day di hon dau.”

Poirot m@ miéng toan hoi mot cau nita thi t6i xen vao: “Cam
on Ong rat nhiéu, 6ng Brignell. Xin ding lo vé viéc khong khai
bdo cho chdng téi sém hon. Téi hiéu d¥ng ndi trudc ddm dong



khé khin nhu thé ndo. Ban than tdi cling chang thich thu gi viéc
deé.”

Puogc cho di, Brignell budc voi ra cirta nhu con cao vira thoat
khoi dan cho san.

“TOi tin anh ta,” toi ndi khi anh ta di khoi. “Anh ta da noi tat
ca nhitng gi minh biét.”

“Vé cudc gdp g& vdi Richard Negus canh thang may thi dung.
Chi tiét ma anh ta tiét 10 c6 lién quan dén anh ta. Tai sao, luc &
phong an, anh ta khong néi ra chuyén ly rugu vang? T6i da hoi
anh ta cdu d6 dén hai lan, thé ma anh ta van khong tra 15i. Thay
vao do, anh ta noi long vong vé sw’ &n han ctia minh, von ciing 13
thanh that. Anh ta khong néi ddi, nhung anh ta van khong néi
su that. A, anh ta gidu giém ghé that day! P 1a mot dang ndi doi,
mot cdch ndi ddi rat hiéu qua vi khong thé bat bé mot 15 ndo
cd.” Poirot dot nhién cudi khuing khuc. “Con anh, Catchpool, anh
tim cach bado vé anh ta trudc Hercule Poirot, ngudi sé lién tuc ép
anh ta dé 14y thong tin, ding khéng nao?”

“anh ta trong cé vé di dat dén gidi han. Néu anh ta van im
1ing vé diéu gi thi d6 han 1 didu anh ta nghi chang hé trong gi
v8i ching ta ma lai gy ra nhiéu rac rdi cho ban than. Anh ta 13
loai ngudi tan tuy. Y thitc vé bon phan s& budc anh ta khai bao
v(i chuing ta néu anh ta thay viéc dd 13 can thiét.”

“Va vi anh di cho anh ta di, t6i dd mat co hoi gidi thich vdi
anh ta rang théng tin ma anh ta con che gidu cd thé 13 quyét
dinh,” Poirot 16n giong, nhin xody vao tdi dé t6 rd su buc bdi clia
6ng. “Ngay ca tdi, Hercule Poirot nay, con chua biét diéu gi l1a



quan trong va diéu gi khong. Vi thé ma t6i phai biét tat tat moi
tht.” Ong ding diy. “Biay gi¢ tdi sé quay lai quan ca phé
Pleasant,” 6ng cdc can noi. “Ca phé & dé ngon hon han ca phé clia

“Nhung Henry Negus, em cula Richard Negus, dang trén duong
dén day,” to6i phan doi. “T6i tudng 6ng mudn gip 6ng ta kia ma.”

“T6i can doi khung canh, Catchpool a. T6i phai lam hdi sinh
cic té bao xdm nho nhd. Chung sé tri tré néu toi khong dua
chung di dao dau do.”

“That 1 v§ van! Ong van dang hy vong sé bat gip Jennie hoic
nghe dugc tin vé cb ta,” toi noi. “Poirot a, toi nghi dng di tim co
Jennie nay cling vd vong nhu di bat ngdng troi thoéi. Ong ciing
biét thé ma. Hay thira nhan di, 6ng dén Pleasant vdi hy vong s&
tim ra co ta.”

“cé thé 13 vay. Nhung con mot tén chuyén thit ngdng dang
nhdn nho & ngoai kia thi t6i biét lam sao khac duoc? Hay dua
6ng Henry Negus dén quan Pleasant. T6i sé noi chuyén véi ong ta
& ds.”

“Sao ca? Ong ta & tit tAn Devon dén. Ong ta sé chang mudn vira
dén noi 1a phai vé ngay chi vi...”

“Thé 6ng ta c6 mudn con ngdng bi thit khong?” Poirot hoi. “C&¥
hdi thr ong ta xem!”

TOi ditt khoat s& khong hoi Henry mdt cAu nao nhu thé, vi e
rang ong ta s& quay got vé thang ndi Ong ta xuit phat sau khi
ngd ra rang Scotland Yard d3 tuyén mod mdt tham tr loan than
kinh.



CHUONG 7
HAl CHIEC CHiA koA

Khi Poirot dén nai, quan ca phé da déng nghet. MOt mui hon hop
gitta khoi thudc va vi ngot cia bAnh mat toa ra. “Tdi cAn ban ma
hét ca r6i,” 6ng than phién vdi Fee spring. C6 nay vira mdi dén,
dang d@ng bén chiéc gid treo dd, 4o khodc vat trén tay. Khi 10t
chiéc nén ra, mai téc bong bénh cia c6 kéu lach tich va 1o ltng
trén khong mat vai gidy truwdc khi bi trong luc khuat phuc. ‘Hiéu
ng nay trong kha hai hudc,” Poirot nghi.

“Thé thi nhu cAu clia 6ng gip rac rdi réi nhi?” ¢ ta vui vé noi.
“T6i dau thé nao dudi khach ra dudng, du 1a dé 1dy cho cho mot
thdm t Ittng danh.” c6 ha giong, thi thio. “Ong ba Ossessil sip
di roi dé. Ong cé thé 1dy chd ho.”

“Ong ba Ossessil? Tén nghe la nhi.”

Fee cudi vdi 6ng roi thi tham tiép. “0i, Cecil.” S 13 cu ba ta
suot ngay noi, cai ba vo ay ma. Ong chong dang thuong kia chua
kip md& miéng ndi nira 10i da bi ba vo bac cai rup. Ong ta ndi
thich an tri’ng vdi cd banh mi nudng w? Lap tirc ba ta tré miéng
vao, ‘Oi, Cecil, khong dugc an tritng va banh mi nuwéng! Ong ta



chd ¢ cu cdi! Ong ta mdi ngdi vao chiéc ban dau tién 1a ba ta ndi
lién, ‘Oi, Cecil, khong ngoi ban dé! DI nhién 6ng ta budc phai
muon nhitng gi dng ta khong muon, khong duoc mudn nhitng gi
6ng ta muodn. Toi thi thé nay. T6i dgi 6ng ta ndi diy, nhung thuc
su ma ndi, dng ta 13 mot 130 don vd dung. BS ndo c& nhu bap cai
moc dy. Toi nghi cling vi thé mdi dé ra cai loat ‘Oi, Cecil’ ctia ba

”

ta.

“Néu Ong ta khong sém nhuong ban, dich than tdi sé ndi ‘Oi,
Cecil’ véi dng ta cho xem,” Poirot ndi. Chan 6ng da bat dau thiy
té té, vira do phai ding 1au vira do khao khat duoc ngoi.

“Ho sé di trudc khi tadch ca phé pha xong,” Fee ndi. “Ba ta dung
bita xong roi do, 6ng thay chua. Ba ta sé nhanh chdéng ‘i, Cecil
ra khoéi day th6i.” Ma 6ng dén day vao bita trua 1am gi vay? TOi
nghe ndi sang hom nay ciing 13 1an diu tién 6ng dén day.”

“Lam sao c6 nghe dugc?” Poirot hdi. “Co chi mdi dén thoi ma,
n’est-ce pas!”

“T6i ludn quanh quin noi day,” Fee néi mot cach bi 4n. “Chang
ai thdy mat miii Jennie dau cd, nhung 6ng biét khong, 6ng
Poirot, cling gibng nhu ong, t6i dang bi c6 ta bam riét theo trong
dau.”

“Ca c6 cling lo 1ang sao?”

“0, khong phai vi c6 ta gdp nguy dau. bau dén luot t6i ctu cb



“A, nhung Hercule Poirot thi d3 ctu nhiéu mang nguoi roi day.
Ong ta da cu nhiéu ngudi vo tdi khai gia treo cd.”

“Qua ntta sO dd chic 1a ciing c6 tdi,” Fee vui vé ndi, nhu thé y
twdng do khién c6 thay thich thu.

“Non, mademoiselle. Vous étes misanthrope.”

“Ong néi thé thi tiy. T6i chi biét néu c lo lang cho tirng ngudi
dang lo lang & day thi t6i chang con mdt khoanh khic binh yén
nao ca. C& hét du cdm dang ngai nay dén du cam dang ngai
khac, hau hét déu tir trong didu ma ra chit nao phai thuc.”

“piéu gi tir ddu nguwdi ta ma ra thi dé 1a thue,” Poirot noi.

“Khong phai thé néu do 1a nhitng thi* nham nhi, tudng tuong,
tlr hw khong, ma hay vay lam,” Fee néi. “Khong, v toi vé Jennie 13
to6i c6 nhan thay diéu gi dé toi qua... nhung t6i khong nhd 1a diéu
gi. T6i nhd minh da nghi: That la khi Jennie lam thé nay hay néi
thé no... Rac rdi duy nhat 13 tdi khong thé nhd diéu gi khién toi
nghi cb ta lam gi hay néi gi. T6i d3 c6 nhd, c6 nhé cho dén khi
dau 6c tdi quay mong mong! A, coi kia, ong ba ‘Oi, Cecil’ da di
khoi roi day. Ong vao chd ho di. Ca phé nhé?”

“Vang, thua c6. CO tiép tuc cd nhd xem Jennie da ndi hay l1am
gi nhé! T6i khong thé dién ta cho c6 hiéu hét viéc dé quan trong
nhu thé nao dau.”

“Quan trong hon viéc cac ké phai ngay ngan chit?” Fee hoi, sic
sdo dén bat ngd. “Hon 1a dao nia phai xép dung chd & trén ban
ch?”

“A. C6 nghi dd la nhitng th& twdng tugng nhdm nhi sao?”
Poirot hoi.



Khuon mit Fee do dir 1én. “Xin 10i, t6i néi ning lung tung
qud,” c6 ndi. “Chi vi... ma néu 6ng thoi nhing xi vé viéc nia phai
nim & dau trén khian ban thi 6ng s& vui vé hon, ddng vay
khong?”

Poirot ting c6 nu cudi lich sy nhat. “Toi s& vui vé hon rat
nhiéu néu cd nhd ra diéu gi ¢ cd Jennie d3 bam riét tAm tri co6.”
Noi doan, dng kiéu hanh thoat ra khoi cudc ddi thoai va ngbi vao
ban ctia minh.

Ong doi suét mot tiéng rudi. Trong thoi gian dé 6ng dung mot
bita trua ngon miéng, nhung chang thiy tim hoi Jennie dau ca.

Khoang gin hai gio, to6i dén Pleasant cung mot ngudi dan 6ng
ma thoat dau Poirot ng® 1a Henry Negus, em cua Richard Negus.
Pa cé chit nham 1an cho dén khi t6i giai thich rang toi da cat
dat vién doi Stanley Beer dén Henry Negus va dua 6ng ta dén
day, va sd& di toi lam vay 1a vi nguoi duy nhat t6i quan tam lic
nay chinh la ngudi dan 6ng & bén toi.

TOi gidi thiéu 6ng ta - dng Samuel Kidd, thg go ndi - va thich
thi ngdm Poirot hoi chiin lai trude chiéc 4o thidu nut, day vét
ban va khudn mat cao dé. B6 rau hay ria mép clia 6ng Kidd cling
binh thudng thdi, nhung dng ta chac chan cd van dé véi dao cao.
RO rang 6ng ta da cao rau, bi lem vao thit mot cach tham hai va
danh bd d& viéc dang lam. Hau qua 1a ong ta c6 mot bén mat



nhan nhui nhung bi thuong, con bén khong thuong tich thi phu
mot md& rau sdm cl’ng cong. Bén nao trong té hon 1a cd mot cau
héi kho.

“Ong Kidd cd cAu chuyén rat hay muén ké cho chung ta,” tdi
noi. “To6i dang dirng bén ngoai khach san Bloxham dg¢i ong Henry
Negus thi...”

“Al” Poirot ngat 1i tdi. “Anh va éng Kidd vira tir khach san
Bloxham dén?”

“vang.” Ong ta nghi ching toi tir dau dén vay? Timbuktu chac?

“Anh va dng ta dén day bang cach nio?”

“Ong Lazzari cho t6i muon mot xe ctia khach san.”

“Chuyén di kéo dai hét bao 1au?”

“Chinh xac ba muoi phut.”

“Puong sa thé nao? Co nhiéu xe cd khong?”

“Khong. Chang cé may xe cd.”

“Anh cé nghi néu & diéu kién khac thi chuyén di cé thé nhanh
hon khéng?” Poirot hoi.

“Khong, trir phi tdi moc canh. Ba muoi phdt d3 1a nhanh 1am
roi, toi ddm bao day.”
chuyénly thu cta ong di.”

TOi sttng s¢ khi Samuel Kidd, thay vi ng6i xuong, lai pha 1én
cudi va 1ap lai tirng 181 Poirot vira néi ra bang mot giong Phap
dic sét, hay giong Bi, hay mdt giong ndo dé ma Poirot van
thudng dung: “Onk Kiid, 6nk ngdi xudng ké cho Poirr-oh t6i nghe



ciu chién rat ly thuu cua 6nk di.”

Poirot c6 vé tu ai vi bi nhai giong. T6i chot thay cam théng...
cho dén khi 6ng ndi: “Ong Kidd phat &m tén cua tdi nghe con
chuin hon ca anh nita day, Catchpool.”

“Onk Kiid,” ngudi dan 6ng nhéch nhac bat cudi hd hé. “0, xin
dirng gian toi, 6ng nhé. T6i chi dua chut thoéi. Onk Kiid!”

“Ching ta khong dén day dé ong dua,” toi ndi, bat dau thiy
ngan ngam cai trd hé nay. “Xin 1am on ké lai nhitng gi éng da
noi vdi toi & bén ngoai khach san.”

Kidd mAt mudi phut dé ké lai mot cAu chuyén cd thé tach loc
ra thanh ba cau chuyén, nhung ciing dang dé nghe. Khi di ngang
qua khach san Bloxham ngay sau 8 gi¢’ toi hom qua, 6ng ta thay
mot phu nit chay ra khoéi khach san, lao xudng bac thang, xong
ra dudng. Hoi thd hon hén va cé vé hoang hét. Ong ta dom budc
dén dé hdi xem cé gitp duge gi khong, nhung ngudi phu nit chay
qua nhanh, bd xa 6ng, khién 6ng khdng bat kip. Khi chay, ngudi
phu nit danh roi vat gi d6 xuong san: hai chiéc chia khda trong
nhw bang vang. Nhan ra vita danh roi chiing, ngudi phu nit bén
quay dau, chay dén dé nhat lai, ndm chat chtng trong ban tay
deo ging, roi bién mat vao man dém.

“T6i tw nhu, chuyén nay la ghé, ba ta trong la that,” Samuel
Kidd dam chiéu néi. “R0i dén sang nay toi thiy canh sat & khap
noi. T6i hoi mot canh sat cé chuyén gi Am 1. Khi nghe ndi cé ba
an mang, toi nghi, ‘C6 khi may da gap hung tha dd, Sammay.’ Ba
ta trong hodng hot, dung la hoang hét mal”

Poirot dang nhin vao mdt trong rat nhiéu vét ban trén 3o



nguoi dan dng. “Hoang hot,” 6ng thi thAm. “Cau chuyén cta ong
rat ly tha day, 6ng Kidd. Ong ndi c6 hai chiéc chia khéa?”

“Pung vay, thua 6ng. Hai chiéc chia khéa vang.”

“Ong & d0 gAn dé nhin rd chit?”

“0, vang, thua dng. budng phd bén ngoai Bloxham sdng ma.
Moi th déu té tuong.”

“Ong c6 nhd chi tiét ndo khac vé hai chiéc chia khda, ngoai
viéc chung trong nhu bang vang khong?”

“Cé ché. chuing cé khac s bén trén.”

“S6 u?” Toi thoét 1én. PS 1a chi tiét ma Samuel Kidd da khong
tiét 10 v4i toi khi thudt lai cAu chuyén 1an dau tién & bén ngoai
khach san, va ca 1an th& hai khi ngoi trong xe dén day. Va... chét
tiét, 18 ra t6i phai nghi dén viéc hdi 6ng ta ch&. Toi da thay chia
khda ctia Richard Negus, chiéc ma Poirot tim thiy sau vién gach
16ng & 10 swdi. N6 cd khic s6 238 & bén trén.

“pung vay, thua ong, cd sd. Ong biét day, nhw' 13 mot tram, hai
tram...”

“T6i biét 12 s6 ndo rdi,” toi cdc can ndi.

“Co phai dd 1a nhitng con s6 ma 6ng thay trén cac chia khoa
khong, ong Kidd?” Poirot hoi. “Mot tram va hai tram?”

“Khong, thua 6ng. Mot chiéc cd s0 mot roi gi gl do, néu nhu toi
khong lam. chiéc kia...” Kidd gai dau rat lung. Poirot hwdng mat
di noi khdc. “N6 bat dau bang sb ba rdi gi gi d6, téi nghi vay, thua
6ng. Nhung t6i khong ddm thé diu, 6ng hiéu cho. P4 1a nhitng gi
con mat trong dau toi dang thay ldc nay day: mot gi gi dd, va ba



gi g1 dd.”

Phong 121 1a cuia Harriet Sippel va phong 317 la cua Ida
Gransbury. Téi cadm thay mot khong gian trong rong dang md ra
trong bung. Tdi nhin ra cam giic ay: t6i di tirng cam thay thé
khi 1an dAu tién nhin thay ba xac chét va dugc bac si phdp y cho
biét trong miéng moi ngudi ho déu cé mot chiéc khuy miang-xét
vang cé khic chit.

Co vé nhu t0i qua Samuel Kidd d3 & cach tén hung tha chi
trong gang tac. Mot nguoi phu nit trong hodng hét. Toi rung
minh.

“Nguoi phu ni* ma ong thay,” Poirot ndi, “co téc vang, nén va
40 khoac déu mau nau?”

DT nhién 6ng dang nghi vé Jennie. T5i van tin cd ta chang lién
can, nhung tdi thay ly 18 cua Poirot: Jennie d3 chay quanh
London tdi qua trong trang thai rat khich dong va ngudi phu nit
kia cling vay. RAt cé thé ho 13 cing mdt ngudi chang.

“Khong, thua 6ng. €O ta c¢d doi nén nhung nd mau xanh nhat,
con toc cd ta thi mau den. Xoan va den?

“Cd ta trac bao nhiéu tudi?”

“T6i khong gidi doan tudi phu nit 1am dau, thua dng. Toi chi cé
thé ndi 1a khong gia, khong tré?

“Ngoai chiéc nén xanh nhat ra, c6 ta an mac thé nao?”

“T6i khong nhd, thua ong. Lic dd toi mai nhin khuon mat co6
ta?

“Co ta c6 dep khong?” toi hoi.



“Dep, nhuwng t6i khdong nhin vi Iy do dé dau, thwa ong. To6i
nhin vi t6i cé biét cd ta, dng hiéu ch¥? Tdi mdi nhin mot phat 1a
nghi ngay trong dau: ‘Sammy. May biét c6 nang nay ma.”

Poirot cua qudy trén ghé. Ong nhin tdi réi nhin lai Kidd. “Néu
6ng biét c6 ta, 6ng Kidd, hdy cho chiing t6i biét co ta 13 ai di.”

“T6i khong thé, thua dng. T lic thay co ta chay, tdi da cd moi
mdc tri nhé. Toi khong rd bang cach nao toi lai biét cd ta hay tén
cd ta hay diéu gi d6 vé cd ta. Khdng phai bang nghé gd nodi ma toi
biét cb ta, t6i chi ndi dugc cd vay thoi. CO ta trong thanh ti. Mot
cd gai dtng dan. Toi khong quen nhiéu ngudi nhw thé, nhung toi
biét c6 ta. Khuén mat dé... khong phai 1a khuoén mat tdi thay 1an
dau toi qua. Pting day, thua dng.” Samuel Kidd 1ac dau. “Roi quai
Gia c6 ta dirng chay thi toi da héi cho ra 18.”

TOi tuw hoi, trong s6 nhitng ngudi dang tron chay liéu cd bao
nhiéu ngudi chiu tra 16i. Ho tron chay chinh vi khong muén bi
hoi han, cho du 1a héi gi.

it 1au sau khi tbi giti cho Samuel Kidd hang ddng ménh 1énh,
budc 6ng phai luc tim cho ra trong ky (¢ cai tén nguoi phu nit bi
4n d6 1an chi tiét vé thoi gian va noi chén 6ng quen biét ¢o, vién
doi Stanley Beer duwa Henry Negus dén quan Pleasant.

Ong Negus trong mat mat hon dang ké so v4i Samuel Kidd:
mot ngudi dan 6ng dep ma, tudi khodng ndm muoi, téc mau



xam sat, khudn mit thong minh. Ong &n maic banh bao, ndi
nang nho nhe. T6i thich 6ng ngay tdc thi. €6 thé cam nhan ndi
budn dau cda 6ng trudc cai chét ctia anh trai, mac du xuyén subt
cudc do6i thoai véi ching tdi, 6ng to ra 1a mau muc vé tw kiém
ché.

“Xin ong nhan 10i chia budn cua tdi, dng Negus,” Poirot ndi.
“TOi rat tiéc. Mat di nguoi anh trai than thiét qua la diéu khung
Khiép.”

Negus gat dau ham on. “Viéc gi t6i giup dugc - bat ¢ viéc gi -
toi s& vui vé gitip ngay. Ong Catchpool ndi 6ng cdé nhitng cau hoi
danh cho t6i?”

“Vang, thua 6ng. Ong cd quen ai tén Harriet Sippel hay Ida
Gransbury khong?”

“Ho cd phai 1a hai nguoi bi...?” Henry Negus ngung nodi khi Fee
Spring tién tdi vdi tach tra ma 6ng goi khi dén.

Poi cho cO lui ra, Poirot nodi: “Phai. Harriet Sippel va Ida
Gransbury cling bi giét tai khach san Bloxham tdi qua.”

“Toi khong biét gi vé cai tén Harriet Sippel. Con Ida Gransbury
thi c6 ta dd dinh hén véi anh téi nhiéu ndm trugce.”

“Vay ra 6ng co quen c6 Gransbury?”

T6i nghe thay su hoi hop dang 1én trong giong noi cia Poirot.

“Khong, toi chua tirng gap co ta,” Henry Negus noi. “Di nhién,
toi biét tén co ta tir cac 14 thu chia Richard. Khi anh 4y dén sdng
tai Great Holling, hai anh em tdi rdt hiém khi gdp nhau. Ching
tdi chi trao doi thu tir.”



T6i cAm thay mot manh ghép hinh khac da vao dung vi tri
cung v4i mot tiéng “tach”.

“Richard sdng & Great Holling sao?” t6i héi, cd dau tranh dé gift
cho giong noi binh than. Néu Poirot cling chia sé sw ngac nhién
ctia t6i trudc phat hién mdi nay thi 6ng s& khong dé 16 ra.

Mot 1ang cting ndi két ba nan nhan. Tdi nhic lai cdi tén cla
nd nhiéu lan trong dau: Great Holling; Great Holling; Great
Holling. Moi th® nhu déu trd vé hudng do.

“Phai, Richard séng & dé cho dén nam 1913,” Negus noéi. “Anh
ay c6 van phong lut su ¢ Thung liing Culver. P4 1 noi hai anh
em t6i 16n 1én - tai Silsford. Roi, vio ndm 1913, anh iy chuyén
dén sbng tai Devon cung toi cho dén tan gid. Y t6i 13... cho dén
trwdc khi chét,” 6ng chinh lai. Khuén méit 6ng chot phd phac,
nhu thé tin titc vé cai chét ctia ngudi anh mot 1an nita gidng
xudng ong, nghién nat ong.

“Richard c6 bao gi® dé cip vdi 6ng vé ai do tr Thung liing
Culver c6 tén 1a Jennie?” Poirot hoi. “Hay ndi chung ai d6 mang
cai tén nay, cé thé tir Great Holling, va cling cé thé khong?”

Mot khodng lang kéo dai. Roi Henry dap, “Khong.”

“con veé cai nhan vat co tén viét tat 1a P1J?”

“Khong. Ngudi duy nhat tir 1ang ma anh 4y cé nhac tdi 13 Ida,
vi hon thé ctia anh ay.”

“Cho phép tdi hoi mot ciu té nhi nhé, thua dng: tai sao cudc
dinh hon c@ia anh 6ng lai khong dan dén hon nhan?”

“E rang to6i khong biét gi ca. Richard va tdi tuy thin nhau



nhung ching tdi thuong thdo luan vé ly tudng hon 13 nhitng thi
khac, vé triét hoc, chinh tri, than hoc... &y ma. N6i chung, chiing
t6i khong t0 mo vé cong viéc cd nhan cda nhau. Anh 4y chi
thong bdo da dinh hon vdi co ta, va roi, vao nam 1913, anh ay ndi
ho da htty hon.”

ta cling rdi Great Holling dé dén song tai Devon cing 6ng?”

“Clng vg con cua toi nira.”

“C4 phai 6ng ta rdi Great Holling dé xa 1anh c6 Gransbury?”

Henry Negus ngadm nghi mot hoi. “Téi nghi dé chi 1a phan nao
cau chuyén ch® khong phai toan bd. Khi rdi Great Holling,
Richard thu ghét né, va diéu nay khong thé do mbi minh Ida
Gransbury giy ra. Anh ay ndi anh ay ghét trng tac dat noi do.
Anh 4y khéng cho tdi biét vi sao, ma tdi cling chang héi. Richard
cé cach riéng dé cho ngudi ta biét khi ndo anh 4y da ndi hét
nhitng gi mudn nodi. Theo t6i nhd, nhan dinh cGia anh 4y vé ngoi
lang cé vé gan véi tinh than: ‘T ray s€ khong dém xia dén nd
nita.’ C6 18 néu tdi cd tim hiéu...” Negus dirng lai, vé dau kho hién
l1én trén khuon mat.

“Ong khong can tu trach minh, éng Negus,” Poirot ndi. “Ong
dau cb gy ra cai chét ctia anh 6ng.”

“T6i c quan quanh mii vdi v nghi... thi diy, cé chuyén gi
khing khiép da dién ra tai ngoi lang d4. Gia nhu tw cht duoc thi
chang ai muén néi hay nghi vé nhitng thit ghé gdm nhu thé.”
Henry Negus th§ dai. “Richard chic chin khéng mudn néi, du dé
la chuyén gi, cho nén toi git 1ap truong la khoéng ban dén nita.



Anh 4y cé th® uy quyén riéng, 6ng hiéu diy. Moi ngudi déu ram
rap nghe theo anh 4y. Anh 4y c6 mdt bd éc 13i lac, 6ng biét day.”

“That sao?” Poirot cudi hién hoa.

“0, trwde khi Richard bi suy sup, khong ai gidi vé chi tiét nhw
anh 4y diu. Anh 4y viéc gl cling chi li. Ong cd thé tin cdy anh ay
trong bat ¢ viéc gi, ai cling tin anh 4y ca. Chinh vi vdy ma anh
ay rat thanh cong trong nghé luat su trwdc khi moi chuyén tré
nén toi té. T6i ludn tin twdng anh Ay s€ guong day mdt ngay nao
dd. Cach day vai thang, khi anh 4y cé vé ngang day, t6i da nghf:
‘Cudi cuing, Richard da tim lai niém vui s6ng.’ T6i hy vong anh ay
s& tinh chuyén di 1am lai trudc khi tién bac hét nhan...”

“Ong Negus, xin 6ng hay cham lai doi chut,” Poirot ndi, lich suw
nhung kién quyét. “Khi dén nha 6ng, anh ctia 6ng khdéng lam
viéc gl sao?”

“Khong. Richard di bé lai ca Great Holling 1an Ida Gransbury
va cong an viéc lam khi anh ay dén Devon. Thay vi hanh nghé
lut su, anh ay tw giam minh trong phong va ndc ruou lién
mién.”

“A, ra d6 1a su suy sup ma 6ng noi?”

“Phai,” Negus noi. “Richard dén nha tdi 12 modt Richard rat
khdc so vdi ngudi anh ma t6i gap 1an trudc. Anh ay c6 vé ndi tAm
va khac kho. C& nhu anh 4y vira xdy mot bic tudng quanh minh
vay. Anh 4y khong bao gid roi nha, khong gip g& ai, chang viét
thu cho ai va cfing khéng nhan 14 thu ndo. Anh ay chi doc sach
roi nhin tran tradn vao khong trung. Anh 3y tir chdi theo chiing
ti di 18 va khong hé ddi v, cho du chi dé 1am vui long vo toi. Mot



ngay no, khi anh sdng vdi ching t6i chirng mot nam, t6i phat
hién mot cudon Kinh Thanh & trén thém ngoai cra phong anh Ay.
Xua nay nd van nam trong ngin kéo cin phong ngd ma ching
t6i danh cho anh. T4i toan tra nd vé chd cii, nhung Richard kién
quyét noi anh 4y muon téng khi nd khéi phong. Toi phai thu
nhan rang, sau suw kién ndy, to6i dd hoi vg toi liéu chdng tdi cb
nén... vang, liéu cé nén dit van dé véi anh ay dé anh iy tim mot
chd & nao khac bén ngoai. Song chung véi anh 4y kha 1a kho
chiu. Nhung Clara, vg toi, khong chiu nghe. ‘Gia dinh 1a gia
dinh,” c¢6 4y ndi. ‘Richard chi con cé mdi ching minh. Anh khong
thé diy gia dinh ra ngoai dutng dugc.” DI nhién 1a ¢d ay ¢ 1y.”

“Ong mudn nodi anh cdia éng di tiéu xai rat hoang phi?” t6i
hoi.

“vang. T6i va anh 4y dugc cha me dé lai clia cai rat sung tic.”
Henry Negus lic dau. “Tdéi dd nghi 6ng anh Richard cd trach
nhiém cta t6i dang tiéu sach phan tai san cta anh 4y ma chang
danh dum gi cho tuong lai... va d6 1a nhitng gi anh ay dang lam.
Hinh nhw anh 4y cd y dinh chuyén thanh rugu tit ca nhitng gi
cha tdi d& lai cho anh, roi rét né qua c6 hong. Anh 4y dang
hudng dén su ban cung va bénh tat, t6i da e 1a vdy. Nhiéu dém,
tdi nam thao thitc, lo 1ang cai két thuc bi tham dang chd dgi anh
dy. Nhung khoéng phai viéc bi giét. Téi chwa bao gidy nghi rang
Richard cé thé bi giét chét, mac du 18 ra tdi phai tinh dén viéc
do.”

Poirot chgt cdnh gidc nhin 1én: “Tai sao 6ng phai tinh dén viéc
d6? Phan dong ching ta chang ai gid dinh ngudi than ciia minh



sé bi giét. Trong da so truong hop, gid dinh vay 1a khong hop 1y.”

Henry Negus suy nghi mot hoi. Cubi cung, 6ng noi: “Néu toi
noi Richard cé vé biét trudc anh ay sé bi giét thi rat ky quac, vi cé
ai biét dugc dau? Nhung tir ngdy chuyén dén nha tdi, anh ay da
c6 thai do sdu tham, u uat cia mot ngudi ma cudc doi da két
thuc. T6i chi mo ta dugc dén thé.”

“Tuy nhién, dng cé ndi éng ta di nging diy vai thang trudc
khi chét?”

“Phai. Vo tdi cling nhan ra diéu dd. C6 4y muon tdi hoi Richard
vé chuyén nay - phu n luén vy, dung khoéng a? - nhung toi
hiéu qua rd Richard dé biét rang anh 4y sé khong chio dén viéc
xam pham vao chuyén riéng tu.”

“Ong ay co td ra vui vé hon khong?” Poirot hoi.

“T6i wdc chi cd thé ndi vay, 6ng Poirot a. Gid nhw tbi tin duoc
rang, vao ngdy chét, Richard da vui vé hon bao ndm qua. Pd sé 13
niém an Ui dang k€& d6i véi t6i. Nhung khong, dé khong phai 13
niém vui. Ma gidng nhu anh ay dang cé mot ké hoach gi dé. Anh
ay nhu song cé muc dich trd lai sau nhiéu nam vat vo. Toi cb
cam gidc nhu viy, mac du, nhu da ndi, tdi khong biét ti gi vé
muc dich nay.”

“Nhung ong biét chac su thay doi dé khong phai do éng tudng
tuwong ra?”

“vang, dung vay. N6 thé hién ra theo nhiéu cach. Richard thic
day va xudng nha dung diém tAm thudng xuyén hon. Anh 4y cé
nhiéu sinh khi va nang lugng hon. Vé sinh cd nhan ctia anh &y
duogc cai thién. Pang chu y nhat 13 anh 4y di ngung udng rugu,



toi khong thé mo ta vdi dng chi riéng viéc d thoi da khién toi
mung rd nhu thé nao. Vg toi va téi dd cau nguyén cho anh 3y
dugc thanh céng, cho du anh ay dang toan tinh diéu gi. Chiing
t6i cau cho sw nguyén rua cia Great Holling cudi cung s& ndi
16ng nhitng méng vudt clia nd va dé cho anh ay vui hudng cudc
song.”

“Nguyén ria u? Ong tin ngdi lang dd cé thé nguyén raa?”

Khudn mat Henry chot dé 1én. “kKhong han vay. DI nhién dau
thé c¢d chuyén nhu thé, ding khdng a? Pd 1a cAu ma vag tbi ndi.
Do khdng c6 manh moéi nio dé& bam viu, c6 y di tudng tuong ra
cai v niém 161 nguyén, can c® vao viéc Richard tron chay khoi
Great Holling, hily hon wdc va ca cai su kién duy nhat ma co ay
biét vé ngobi lang do.”

“Su’ kién nao vay?” toi hoi.

“0,” Henry Negus cd vé ngac nhién. R6i dng ndi, “U nhi, t6i dau
thé gia dinh cic dng da biét chuyén dé. Tai sao cac 6ng phai biét
ch? Do 1a tai hoa khiing khiép da xay ra vdi vi muc su quan
nhiém tré tudi va vg cia dng ta. Richard da viét thu ké cho ching
toi vai thang trudc khi anh ay roi ngdi lang,” Henry ndi. “Ho da
chét cich nhau chi vai gio.”

“Vay sao? biéu gi da gy ra cai chét ciia ho?” Poirot hai.

“T6i khong biét. Richard khong ndi chi tiét d6 trong thw, chi
ngu y rang anh 4y biét nguyén nhan. Anh 4y chi viét rang dé 1a
mot tai hoa khtiing khiép. Qua thuc, sau nay toi ¢ héi anh Ay,
nhung anh 4y kha git géng vdi toi, khién tdi chang biét dugc gi
hon. T6i nghi anh ay qua ngap siu vao nhitng bat hanh cia ban



than nén chang mudn quan tdm thao luin ndi bat hanh cta ai
khac.”



CHUONG 8
TONG HOP SUY NGHT

“Noi cach khac,” Poirot ndi khi nhanh nhen di tir quan Pleasant
vé hudng nha tro ctia chung t6i nra gid sau do, “tat ca nhitng suw
kién khong hay mudi sdu nam vé trwde déu noi két véi nhau: sod
phan bi thdm ctia vi muc su' va vg ciia ong ta, Richard Negus dot
nhién htay hon wdc véi Ida Gransbury, Richard Negus quyét dinh
bd Great Holling, chay vé Devon dé bat dau chudi ngay an khong
ngoi roi va udng rugu chi t tai nha nguoi em trai.”

“Theo dng ¢ phai Richard Negus uéng rugu vi cai chét cta vi
muc su?” tdi héi. “Ong gid dinh moi th déu gan két véi nhau,
nhung phai chang cé kha ning nhidu hon 13 ching chang lién
quan gi dén nhau?”

“T6i khong nghi vay dau, khong dau.” Poirot ném cho t6i mot
cai nhin sic 1ém. “Hay hit thd khong khi trong lanh cia ngay
déng hdom nay di, Catchpool. C6 thé s& gitip nap dxy cho cac té
bao xdm nho nho cda anh diy. Hit sdu vao, ban t6i.”

Toi chiéu y bang cach 1am theo 15i 6ng. DI nhién, du sao toi
cling dang hit thé day thoi, cho nén viéc d6 ciing kha 1a ngdc



nghéch.

chét mot cach bi thdm ma 6ng ta chét sau vo 6ng ta chi vai gio.
Piéu nay rat bat thudng. Richard Negus d3 nhac téi su viéc nay
trong 14 thu giti ngudi em Henry. Nhiéu thang sau, ong ta huy
hon wdc véi Ida Gransbury. Ong ta tron dén Devon, noi 6ng ta bi
roi vao tinh trang suy sup. Ong ta khéng mudn cé cubén Kinh
Thanh trong phong, va khong chiu di 16 ngay ca dé lam vui long
ba cht nha.”

“Sao Ong ndi c@ nhu nhitng diéu do6 cd y nghia dac biét vay?”
toi hoi.

“Al Khi 6xy phai mAat thdi gian dé di dén cac té bao xam nhi!
Khong sao: nd sé dén duoc noi né phai dén, dén cai bo nio goi-
gai-kim ctia anh 4y ma. Nha thd, Catchpool a! MOt muc su va
ngudi vo bi chét thAm & Great Holling. it 1du sau do, Richard
Negus dot nhién ac cam vdi ngdi lang, nha thd va Kinh Thanh.”

“0, toi hiéu 6ng dang hudng vé dau roi.”

“Bon. Alors, Richard Negus da 1ét vé Devon, sdng suy sup trong

nhiéu nadm & dd, va sudt thoi gian ay ngudi em trai dd khong
duoc chao dén moi khi xAm pham vao cudc séng riéng tu cla
6ng ta, du chi 1 d& c?u anh minh khéng tuw hay hoai...”

“Ong nghi Henry Negus d3 so suat trong chuyén nay sao?”

“Khong phai tai 6ng ta,” Poirot khoat tay, noi. “Ong ta 1a nguoi
Anh. Ngu0i Anh cac vi luon ngdi sang bén, tha im lang mot cach
lich sy trudc dd loai thAm hoa von cé thé tranh dién ra ngay
trdc mat con hon 13 phai xau hé vi bi bat gip ra tay can thiép



vao!”

“T6i nghi 6ng ndi vy khong ding diu,” tdi cao giong dé At
tiéng gié rit va giong ngudi trén cac con phd dong duc clua
London.

Poirot phdt 10 101 chong ché cda tdi. “Sudt nhiéu ndm, Henry
Negus di thim ling lo lAng cho ngudi anh. Ong ta hy vong, va
chic con cau nguyén nita, va khi 6ng ta hiu nhw d3 dau hang
thi nhitng 181 cAu nguyén cta dng ta lai dwoc lang nghe: Richard
Negus da dirng day dugc vai thang trude. Ong ta hinh nhu dang
1én ké hoach gi dd. €6 18 ké hoach nay bao gom viéc dat ba can
phong & khach san Bloxham tai London cho 6ng ta va hai nguoi
phu ni* ma 6ng ta quen ti nhitng ngay song & Great Holling, vi
ching ta biét dng ta da 1am nhu thé. vVa t6i qua ngudi ta tim thay
ong nam chét & khach san Bloxham, trong miéng cé chiéc khuy
mang-xét khic chit, & rat gan vi hon thé cii Ida Gransbury va
Harriet Sippel, ngudi hang xdm cung lang trudc day. Ca hai
ngudi phu nit déu bi giét theo cung mot cach.”

Poirot dirng budc. Ong da di qua nhanh va lic nay dang hut
hoi. “Catchpool,” 6ng hon hén, rit tir 4o gi-18 ra chiéc khan tay
gip can than lau tran. “Anh hiy tw héi minh xem dau 1a su kién
dau tién trong chudi su kién ma t6i vira trinh bay cling anh. Phai
chang 13 cai chét bi tham cda vi muc su va vg?”

“Thi vay, nhung 1a chi khi ta nhin nhan ching 13 nhitng
nhanh cta cung mot ciu chuyén ba 4&n mang & Bloxham. Ong
Poirot a, viéc d6 ta ndo da cé bang cé gi dau. T6i van cho rang vi
muc st dang thuong dé chang hé ndm & nhanh ndo ca.”



“Gidng nhu la pauvre Jennie, cd ta cling chang & nhanh nao
hét?”

“Chinh xac.”

Chung t6i tiép tuc di.

“Cd bao gio ong thir giai mot 0 chit chwa, dng Poirot? Bai 18...
Itc nay day, téi dang co tuw tao ra mot 6 chit, 6ng cd biét khong
nhi?”

“Lam sao t6i khong biét khi ma tdi da than thiét vdi anh nhu

“Phai. Qua vay. Thé nay nhé, tdi c6 vai nhan xét khi giai 6 chit.
Thu vi lAm. Gia s ta ¢ manh moéi 14 dung cu nha bép, gdm ba
chit cai, va ta c¢d van ‘P’ & dau. Rat dé nghi rang d6 han phai la
dung cu nha bép. Do d4 ta tw nhu tir d8 chac 14 dung, trong khi
cau tra 161 ding lai 1a ‘pan’. N6 cfing gom ba chi cai, nd ciing la
dung cu nha bép bat dau bang chit ‘P’ vay. Ong thiy chua?”

“vi du nay khong hay lam, Catchpool a. Trudng hgp anh vira
néu, toi s& nghi ca ‘pot’ 1an ‘pan’ déu cé kha ning ding ngang
nhau. Chi cé ké ngdc mdi chi nghi mot moén va bé qua moén kia
khi ca hai déu khdp hoan toan.”

“pugc thoi, néu 6ng mudn th gi dé cé kha nang ding ngang
nhau, vy gia thuyét nay thi sao: Richard Negus tit chéi di 18
hodc cha Kinh Thanh trong phong vi chuyén bat hanh nao dé
dién ra véi Ong ta & Great Holling d& lam suy giam ddi chtt niém
tin ton gido thi sao? L& nio diéu d nghe khdng khép? va cd thé
chang lién quan gi dén cai chét cia vi muc su va ba vg. Richard



Negus khong phdi 13 nguti diu tién 1dm vao hoan cdnh khé
khan va tu hoi tai sao Chua lai khong yéu dng ta nhu yéu bao
nguoi khac! Y nghi d6 ndy ra manh liét hon ta tudng.”

“Ban than anh c6 bao gio tw héi nhu vay khong, Catchpool?”
Poirot cham tay 4o téi dé nhac téi chadm lai. Pdi khi téi quén
khudy rang chan t6i dai hon chan dng.

“That ra 1a c6 day. Piéu d6 khong ngan toi tiép tuc di 1, nhung
t6i d3 thay nd nhu thé nao doi vdi mot sd nguwdi.” Lay vi du, toi
nghi, néu bd ndo ctia minh bi goi 1a gdi-gai-kim thi nguoi ta sé
c6 xu hudng phan bac thay vi im lang dong tinh. Nhung véi
Poirot thi t6i ndi: “T6i nghi diéu dé con tuy thudc vao viéc ngudi
ta cd biét tu chti hay chi d6 trach nhiém cho Chia cc van dé cta
chinh minh.”

“Lap ludn c@ia anh c6 gan véi phu nit khong day?”

“cé nhiéu mAau phu nit tot. Cha me toi da s6t sdng hy vong tdi
s& 14y mot co trong s6 dé. Téi van khing khang chang dé cho cd
nao cdm do.” T6i nhanh chan budc tiép.

Poirot budc voi dé bat kip toi. “vay nén, theo nhu kinh nghiém
cua anh, chung ta phai quén di vi muc su qua cd va vg 6ng ta?
Chung ta phai v& nhu khdng biét su kién d6, d&€ ngan ngira né
dan ching ta dén mot két ludn sai? va chung ta phai quén
Jennie cling vi ly do d6?”

“Khong phai, t6i dau cd noi lam thé nao 13 dang. Toi khong dé
nghi chung ta quén gi ca, chila...”

“pé t6i ndi anh biét thé nao 13 hanh dong ding nhé! Anh phai
dén Great Holling. Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard



Negus khong phai 12 ba manh ghép hinh dau. Ho dau chi la
nhitng miéng ghép gidy ma ta tim cach dat chd nay, chd kia dé
thanh bdc tranh. Trude khi chét, ho 14 nhitng con ngudi that, cd
cudc sdng, cé cAm xuc... véi nhitng xu hudng dién ro, va cd 18 ca
nhitng khoanh khac khon ngoan va sang sudt nita. Anh phai dén
ngdi lang noi ho sdng va tim hiéu xem ho 14 ngudi thé nao,
Catchpool a.”
“TOi Ay a? Y 6ng la chung ta ch?”

“Non, mon ami. Poirot, 6ng ay s& & lai London. T6i chi can di

chuyén y nghi 14 tao ra dugc budc tién. Anh s& di va dem vé cho
t6i ban tuwong thuat day da nhat vé chuyén di ctia anh. Vay la du.
Hay dem theo hai danh sach: danh sach cac khach tro ctia khach
san Bloxham vao t6i thi? tu va thl ndm, va danh sach nhan vién
cta khach san Bloxham. Hay tim xem cd ai trong ngo6i lang bi
nguyén rua ay nhan ra cai tén nao trong cac ban danh sach nay.
Hay hoi vé Jennie va PIJ. Hiy kham pha bang dugc cAu chuyén
vé vi muc st va vg 6ng ta roi hang vé, va ci nhitng cai chét bi
tham trong nam 1913 nita.”

“Poirot, 6ng phai di cung t6i,” t6i ndi, kha khan khoan. “Toi
khong nam bat d sau trong vu an Bloxham ndy. T6i dang trong
cay ca vao ong.”
nha ba Unsworth va & dé ching ta s& tong hop lai cic suy nghi
dé chuln bi cho anh dén Great Holling.”

Ong ta ludn goi nd 1a “nha ba Unsworth”. M6i 1an 6ng goi vay,
t6i lai nh& chinh minh cling tirng nghi vé nd nhu thé. va nay toi



da bat dau goi nd 1a “nhd”.

“Tong hdp suy nghi” héa ra cé nghia 1a Poirot ding bén ngon lta
10 sudi trong can phong khach néng ndc mui 0di huong va doc
cho tdi ghi lai. Con toi thi ngdi trén chiéc ghé gan dd, ghi chép
tirng 10i ma 6ng ndi. Téi chua tirng nghe ai ndi nang mot cach
16p lang hoan hdo nhu thé. Tdi dd th® phan ddi viéc 6ng bat toi
ghi lai nhitng diéu ma t6i da biét rd, va hau qua 1a t6i nhan mot
bai gido huin dai, day st sang, v4i cha dé “tAm quan trong cia
phuong phap”. €6 vé nhu bd ndo gdi-gai-kim ctia t6i khong thé
trong cdy cé thé nh& duoc gi, cho nén t6i phai ghi ra dé ma con
tham khao.

Sau khi doc danh sdch moi diéu chung toi da biét, Poirot l1ap
lai quy trinh d6 cho moi diéu chung toi chua biét va hy vong sé
biét. (T6i d4 cAn nhic viéc viét ra hai badn danh sich, nhung
khoéng muon lam phién va choc titc ngudi khac giong nhu t6i da
bi lam phién va choc tic.)

N6i cho cong bang véi Poirot, sau khi tdi viét ra va xem lai
nhitng gi minh viét, t6i cdAm thay sang t6 hon nhiéu diéu: sang
to va cuc ky ndo long. Toi dat but xudng va thd dai, ndi: “Toi
khong chic minh c6 muén mang theo ban danh sach bat tin
nhitng cAu héi ndy khong. Chiing khong cé 101 giai va cd 1& chang
hy vong c6 101 giai.”



“Anh thiéu tu tin r6i, Catchpool.”

“Phai. Biét lam sao dugc?”

“Toi khong biét. P6 khong phai 1a van dé cua toi. T6i khong lo
lang s& gip phai mot van dé ma toi khong thé tim ra 101 giai.”

“Ong c6 nghi 6ng sé tim ra 16i gidi cho van dé d6 khong?”

Poirot mim cudi. “Anh muon t6i ddng vién anh tin vao to6i, vi
anh khong tu tin vao ban than chi gi? Mon ami, anh biét nhiéu
hon anh twdng day. Anh cé nhd lic anh ndi dua & khach san vé
viéc ba nan nhan dén vao héom th® tw, mdt ngay trudc cac an
mang? Anh di noéi: ‘C& nhu ho d3 nhan thuw moi dén trinh dién
ké giét hai minh vay, ké da ndi: Xin vui long dén trudc mot ngay,
dé th® ndm c6 thé danh tron cho viéc 1y mang quy vi’.”

“vang, vay thi sao?”

“CAu dlia cia anh gan vdi y twdng rang viéc bi giét 13 mot hoat
dong qua nhiéu trong cung mot ngay - di tau hoa bang qua ca
dat nuwéc va bi giét trong cung mot ngay, qua nhiéu doi vdi bat ky
ail va tén hung thit khong mudn cac nan nhan ctia hin phai vat
va qua muc! Piéu nay that budn cudil”

Poirot vuét ria, nhu thé dng hinh dung rang viéc pha 1én cudi
s€ lam ra ruoi bd ria ctia 6ng vay.

“Anh ban a, nhitng 16i ciia anh da khién t6i tu hoéi: do viéc bi
giét chang doi héi nd luc nao tir nan nhan va do chang cé hung
tht ndo lai chu ddo dén thé véi nhitng ngudi ma han dinh dau
ddc, vay thi tai sao han khong giét ba nan nhan ngay trong toi
th tu?”



“Han ban gi d4 vao toi thi¥ tw chang?” tdi noi.

“Thé thi tai sao lai khdng thu xép dé ba nan nhin dén khach
san vao sang va chiéu th nam thay vi sdng va chiéu th& tu?
Hung tht1 van cé thé giét ho vao khodng thdi gian dé ma, n’est-ce

T6i c6 khong boc 10 vé bat binh. “Ong phic tap hda moi viéc
roi, 6ng Poirot a. Néu cac nan nhan quen biét nhau thi biét dau
ho c6 1y do dé & London trong hai dém, mot 1y do khdng lién
quan gi dén hung tht. Han chon giét ho dém tht hai vi nhu vy
thuan tién hon cho han. Han dau mdoi ho dén Bloxham. Han chi
don gidn biét ho s& dén do, va dén khi njo. Ngoai ra...” toi khung
lai. “Thoi bo di. biéu do6 that ngdc nghéch.”

“Néi cho tdi nghe diéu ngdc nghéch dé di,” Poirot ra 1énh.

“purgc thoi, cd thé hung tht1 bAm sinh 1 mot tay rat gidi 1én ké
hoach, sip x&p. Han khong cé k& hoach ra tay trong cai ngdy ma
han biét cidc nan nhan dén London dé phong hd tiu cta ho bi
hoan chuyén.”

“Cé 18 hung tha cling phai di chuyén dén London, ti Great
Holling hay noi ndo d4. Ciing cé thé han ta - hay a ta, vi dé ¢
thé 1a phu nit - khdng muén thuc hién mdt cudc hanh trinh dai
va mét moi, roi tién hanh ba &n mang trong cung mdot ngay.”

“Ngay ca nhu vay di nita, cic nan nhan van cé thé dén vao
th nam, ding khong?”

“pung,” Poirot ndi don gian. “Chung ta biét ho di dén mot
ngdy trudc dé, tic th tw. Cho nén, tdi bat dau thic mac: phai
ching cd viéc gl dé can phai dién ra trudc khi cac 4n mang dugc



tién hanh? Néu vay, cd 18 hung tht khong cin phai dén day ti
xa, ma song ¢ ngay tai London nay.”

“Cd thé,” toi néi. “Tat ca nhitng diéu dé chang qua chi 13 mot
cach néi 16 thé rang ching ta khong cé v tudng may may nio vé
viéc gi da xay ra va tai sao. Theo t6i nhd, tinh trang hién nay
cling y nhu' ban danh gia tinh hinh.”

“Gl vay, mon ami?”

“T6i da khong cd du diing khi dé ndi vdi dng trudc day, va toi
biét 6ng s& khong thich diéu ndy. Nhitng chit khic trén nhitng
chiéc khuy mang-xét... Ong d3 hoi Henry Negus vé PIJ. T6i khong
nghi d4 13 tén viét tat cia ké sd hitu nhitng chiéc khuy mang-
xét. T61 nghi tén viét tat cia han phai 12 PJI. Ong xem day.” TOi vé
lai dong chif viét tat 1én mat sau mot trong nhitng mau gidy to
cua toi. CO luc lai tri nhd, toi rdng 1ap lai cach thic cac chit cai
thé hién trén nhitng chiéc khuy ming-xét. “Ong cé thay chit ‘T
16n hon dang ké& so véi chit ‘P’ va chit ‘7 & hai bén khong? b6 13
mot phong cach phé cip ctia khic chit. chit 16n hon nam §& giita
thé hién ho.”

Poirot chau may va lac dau. “Cac chd viét tat bi c0 tinh viét sai
trinh tu sao? Toi chua bao gio nghe chuyén nay. Ai lai cd y tudng
ky cuc thé? That 1a vé van!”

“pd 14 mdt phong cach phd bién, tdi e 1a vay. Tin tdi di. CAc
dong nghiép noi toi 1am déu cé khuy mang-xét ghi tén tat theo
16i d6.”

“Incroyable. Ngudi Anh that chang cé y niém gi vé trat tw ca.”

“Vang, c cho la thé di... Nhung PJI 1a ké ma ching ta s@ phai



hoi tham khi dén Great Holling ch khong phai 1a P1J.”

P4 13 mot nd luc yéu &t ma Poirot dd nhin thiu ngay tic thi.
“Anh, ban t6i 0i, chi minh anh dén Great Holling, ch®* khong
phai ching ta,” 6ng ndi. “Con Poirot t6i sé & lai London.”



CHUONG 9
CHUYEN THAM GREAT HOLLING

sang th hai lién sau do, t6i khoi hanh dén Great Holling nhw da
dugc phan cdng. An tugng clia tdi khi dén 13 noi dé gidbng moi
ngdi lang clla nudc Anh ma tdi da di qua, va chang cé gi nhidu dé
ma ndi. Toi nghi cac thanh phd thuong khac nhau nhiéu hon so
véi cac ngdi lang, va cac thanh phd ciing ¢é nhiéu chuyén dé néi
hon. Chac chan tdi cé thé ké huyén thuyén vé nhitng diéu thd vi
ctia London. C4 18 don gidn vi t6i khong thé thich (tng v4i nhitng
noi nhw Great Holling. Chung khién téi cAm thay nhu vuot ra
ngoai ban sic cila minh, néu nhu tdi cd mdt ban sic. THi ciing
khong dam qua quyét diéu dé.

TOi dugc dan coi chirtng khong tim ra cai noi ¢ tén la King’s
Head ma t0i sé & tro, va toi da khong tim ra that. May thay, mot
chang trai deo kinh vdéi nhitng dom tan nhang hinh chiéc
boomerang vat ngang qua song miii v mot t& bao kep dudi nach
da ra tay gidp t6i. Anh ta chot xuat hién phia sau toi, lam cho t6i
giat minh.

“Ong bi lac phai khong?” anh ta hoi.



“Chac vay. Toi dang tim quan tro King’s Head.”

“Al” Anh ta nhoén cu0i. “Tudng gi. Ong khong phai ngudi qué
day nhi? King’s Head nhin tir ngoai pho trong giong nha &, cho
nén ong khong nhan ra 1a phai. Ong theo 16i di kia... 6ng thay
chuwa? Ra dd, 6ng ré phai. bi doc dudng, 6ng sé thay bang hiéu va
16i vao.”

TOi cAm on va sap sa 1am theo 15i chi dAn cta anh ta thi anh
ta goi giat lai: “Ong tir ddu dén vay?”

TOi cho anh ta biét. Anh ta noi: “T6i chua tirng dén London.
Ong dén noi khi ho co gdy nay lam gi vay?”

“pé 1am viéc,” tdi ndi. “Anh nghe nay, hy vong t6i khong qua
tho 16, nhung ti sé rat vui néu dugc tro chuyén clng anh sau,
chi Itic nay t6i phai 6n dinh chd & cai da.”

“TOt thoi, t6i khong gitt chan 6ng thém nita diu,” anh ta ndi.
“Ong lam viéc gl vay? O... toi lai hoi nita roi. T6i s@ hoi 6ng sau
nhé.” Anh ta vay tay roi xudi tiép con pho.

TOi lai quay sang tim duong dén quan tro King’s Head, va anh
ta hét v4i theo sau: “Theo 18i nay roi ré phail” Lai thém nhitng ca
vay tay hén hé nita.

Anh ta dang cd t6 ra than thién va gitp d&. Pang 18 toi phai td
ra biét on. Binh thudng t6i ludon viy, nhung...

Thoi dugc, toi xin tht nhan: t6i khong wa lang qué. T6i khong
noéi diéu do vdi Poirot trude khi di, nhung t6i d3 nhi thAm nhw
thé rat nhidu 1An sudt cudc hanh trinh bang tau héa, va nhu
thdm thém lan nita khi budc ra khdi cai nha ga bé xiu. Toi
khong wa con phd hep duyén dang noi toi dirng. Con pho dé luon



chinh xac theo hinh chit S va cé nhi*ng ngoi nha tranh nho nhd
nam doc hai bén, tréong phtt hop véi cac sinh vat ritng ra hon 14
vdi con ngudi.

T6i khong thich bi nhitng nguoi xa la héi han qua tdo ton &
ngoai pho, mac du toi hoan toan y thic vé su dao duc gid cta
minh, bdi 1& ban than tdi dang & lang Great Holling ndy chang
phai dé hdi han nhitng ngudi xa la hay sao?

Gid thi anh chang deo kinh d6 d3 di khdi, quanh tdi chang con
am thanh nao ngoai hoi thd cta chinh toi va thi thoang 13 tiéng
chim hot. Ngoai nhitng ngdi nha, téi thiy nhitng cdnh dong va
nhitng ngon ddi trong tron & xa xa. Cung véi sy im ang, toi 1ap
tic cdm thay su ¢ don. DI nhién cadc thanh phd cling khién
nguoi ta c6 don. O’ London, ta nhin nhitng ngudi di ngang ma
khong thé biét trong dau ho nghi gi. M6i ngudi déu cuc ky gan
gfii va dong thoi cling cuc ky bi an. & cac lang x&, quy luat dé
cling ding, nhung trong ddu moi ngudi hinh nhw chi ¢ cung
mot thi.

Chu cua King’s Head 13 Victor Meakin, trong bé ngoai khoang
tir ngll tuan dén luc tudn. Ong cé mai téc manh va bac, tir d6 hai
dinh tai hong héng 16 ra ngodi. Ca dng ta cling hio hitc khi nhac
dén London. “Cho phép tdi hoi nhé, cdé phai 6ng sinh ra & do
khong, 6ng Catchpool? Hién nay & dé cé bao nhiéu ngudi sinh
séng? Dan sb & dd 13 bao nhiéu? & d4 cé do ban 1am khong? Di
ctia toi ting dén London va ndi & dd rat ban. DU vay, téi van
mong co ngay dugc dén dd. Nhung toi chuwa tirng ndi véi di toi
chuyén nay. T6i khong biét ndi ly thé nao vdi ba dy. CAu Chua



ban phudc cho ba ay. C6 phai moi ngudi & London déu cd xe hoi
riéng khong?”

T6i thay nhe nhdm vi dong sudi nhitng ciu hoi huyén thuyén
clia 6ng ta da gidp toi khoi phai tra 10i. Sw may man cta toi két
thic khi 6ng ta di dén cdu hdéi ma ong ta thuc s quan tam:
“piéu gi dua Ong dén Great Holling vy, dng Catchpool? Toi khong
hinh dung ndi 6ng cé chuyén 1am an gi & day.”

Noi dén dd, ong ta dirng lai, va to6i khong cé lua chon nao khac
la phai tra 16i: “Toi 1a cdnh sat,” t6i ndi. “Pén tir Scotland Yard.”

“canh sat u?” 6ng ta van duy tri mot nu cudi khong doi,
nhung nhin t6i véi 4nh mat hoan todn khéc: gay gat, do xét va
khinh khinh, c* nhu 6ng ta dang nghién ctru toi va rat ra nhitng
két ludn bat 1gi cho toi. “MOt cdnh sat,” ong ta ndi, vdi chinh
minh hon 12 v4i toi. “VAay, tai sao canh sat lai dén day? Mot canh
sat quan trong tr London nita chd.”

Vi Ong ta cé vé khong hoi tdi truc tiép nén t6i cling phdt 10,
khong tra 10i.

Khi xach hanh 1y cta téi di 1én chiéc cu thang gb xoan, 6ng ta
dirng lai ba 1An va quay lai nhin t6i, chang vi Iy do rd rét nio.

Can phong ong ta danh cho tdi trong trong trai va lanh 1o, thé
ma lai dé chiu: d6 1a su thay ddi rat t6t sau nhitng cau ky, diém
dia & can nha tro ctla Blanche Unsworth. Tai day, may thay,
khong cé nhitng chai nuwdc néng va chin dan sdp san dé toi
dung. Tdi khong thé chiu nodi nhitng th dd. Chi cin thay ching
thoi 13 toi d3 kho chiu. Theo t6i, vit Am nhat trén giuvong bao gio
cling 1a con ngudi.



Meakin gidi thiéu mot vai dic diém cta cin phong nhw
givdng nam va chiéc td gd to dung. TOi co dap lai bang su pha
tron phu hop gitta ngac nhién va thich thu. va toi da cho ong ta
biét thuc chat cong viée clia toi & Great Holling vi dang nio ciing
tdi lUc toi sé phai lam vay thoi. Téi hy vong thoa man duogc su
hiéu ky cia dng ta va nhd vdy ma 6ng ta sé nhin toi it soi méi
hon. T6i ké cho dng ta nghe vé nhitng 4n mang & khach san
Bloxham.

Miéng dng ta méo xéch trong khi lang nghe. Trong 6ng ta nhu
dang c6 khong bat cudi, mac du cd thé 1a tdi [am.

“Ong nodi giét nguoi u? Tai mot khach san sang trong &
London? Chuyén 16n ro6i! Ba Sippel va c6 Gransbury bi giét u? Con
ong Negus?”

“Ong cling biét ho nhi?” toi hoi, cdi 4o khodc ra, treo vao tu.

“0, vang. Toi biét ho chd.”

“Chac ho 1 ban bé clia 6ng?”

“Chang phai ban bé, cling chang phai ké thu,” Meakin néi.
“Quan 1y mot quan tro thi phai vay thoi. Ban bé va ké thu déu gay
rac roi cho ta. Thi ba Sippel va ¢ Gransbury di gip rac roi roi
day thoi. Ong Negus cling thé.”

Toi nghe thiy gi trong giong dng ta nhi? Mot diém nhan la?
MOt su thich thu?

“Xin th¢ 10i, thua dng Meakin, nhung... phai chiang 6ng thiy
hai long khi nghe tin ba cai chét dé, hay dd 1a do t6i twdng tuong
ra?”



“La Ong tudng tugng ra, oOng Catchpool a. Pung vay.” Loi bac bo
dugc dua ra mot cach chic nich.

Chudng tdi nhin nhau trong khoanh khic. Téi thdy nhitng 4nh
mat ngd vuc, lic ndy da hoan toan mat di sw ndng nhiét.

“Ong cho toi biét vai cdi tin va t6i thay quan tam, chi thé thoi,”
Meakin néi. “Cling giéng nhu t6i quan tdm dén chuyén ké cua
bat ct khach tro ndo. Quan ly mot quan tro thi phai nhu vy mdi
dung. Du viy ciu chuyén giét ngudi do nghe ciing dang so that!”

TO6i quay di va cirng coi ndi: “Cadm on da chi phong cho t6i. Ong
da gitp tbi rat nhiéu.”

“TO0i dodn O6ng dang muon hdi toi hang 16 16c cau hdi, phai
khoéng a? Quan tro King's Head 1a cda tdi t* nam 1911. Ong sé
khong tim duoc ai tot hon dé hoéi han dau.”

“O vang, di nhién. bé khi ndo t6i d& xong hanh 1y rdi &n udng
va dudi chan doi chut.” T6i khong thay hao hitng vdi vién canh
phai noéi chuyén dai hoi vdi gd dan ong nay, nhung diéu dé la
can thiét. “con diéu nay nita, Ong Meakin, rdt quan trong: xin
6ng vui 1ong dirng ké lai cho ai khac tit cd nhitng gi tdi vira ndi
vdi 6ng. Toi sé rat biét on.”

“Bi mat, ding khong a?”

“Khong hé. chi don gian 1a t6i mudn tu ndéi véi moi nguoi.”

“Ong sé néu nhitng cau hoi, dung khong a? Sé khong ai & lang
Great Holling nay ndi dugc vdi 6ng bat c¥ diéu gi gia tri dau.”

“T6i biét chac rang diéu dé khong ding,” tdi néi. “Chinh 6ng
vira dé xuat sé tro chuyén cung toi do thoi.”



Meakin 1ac dau. “T6i khong nghi vay dau, 6ng Catchpool. Tdi
ndi ong sé mudn hoi tdi chir ddu cé nodi tdi muon tra 10i. Tuy vay,
toi s@ ndi thé nay...” Ong ta chia ngdn tay tré xuwong xau, phi 1én
& phan khdp vao toi. “Néu 6ng vap phai ba &n mang trong cai
khach san sang trong ciia cac 6ng tai London va cir khang khang
trong dau rang 6ng 13 canh sat London thi t6t nhAt dng nén ra
ngoai dé dit cac cAu héi clia 6ng chit dirng cé hoi & day.”

“Ong muon toi di khoéi day w, dng Meakin?”

“Hoan toan khéng. Ké hoach ctia dng l1a viéc ciia 6ng. O’ quan
tro nay 6ng ludén duoc chao dén chirng nao 6ng con muodn tru lai.
Khong thanh van dé vdi tdi.” N6i doan, 6ng ta quay lung, bo di.

T6i bdi r6i 1ac dau. That khé ma hoa gidi véi victor Meakin vi
gitr day ong ta khong con 13 cai ngudi da don t6i khi toi mdi dén
King’s Head, cai ngudi di lai nhai vé& London va ba di ngai ban
cua minh.

TO6i ngodi 1én giwong roi 1ap tirc ding diy, cdAm thay nhu cau hit
thd khong khi tuwoi mat. Gid nhu ¢ Great Holling cé noi nao khac
dé tro ngoai ci quan tro King’s Head nay.

T6i mac vao chiéc 4o khodc mdi vira cbi ra chi vai phut trudc
do, khoa ctra phong lai va budc xudng ciu thang. Victor Meakin
dang lau khé may céi ly bia sau quay rugu. Ong ta cudi chao khi
t6i budc vao phong.

O’ chiéc ban chat kin ly bia can tai gdc phong cé hai nguti
nam ngodi doi dién nhau. Ho dang rang hét strc tw dau doc bang
bia. C4 hai déu 1a bac thay ctia nghé thuit dong dua trong tu thé
ngoi. Mot trong hai bom nhiu nay 1a cu gia Iun lu khu rau bac



trang khién ngudi ta lién tudng dén Ong-Gid-Tuyét. Ngudi kia 13
mot gd thanh nién cudng trang, cam vudng, khong qua hai muoi
tudi. Han dang cd ndi gl dé véi dng gid, nhung miéng han da bi
rou 1Am nhiu lai va khong ai hiéu néi han muén néi gi. May
thay, ngudi ban nhau ctia han ciing khong & trang thai sin sang
lang nghe, cho nén cé 1& cling 12 may khi th bi ldng phi 1a
nhitng cAu noéi tdi tim, vd nghia chit khong phai 1a nhithg miu
doi thoai tinh té.

B dang ga thanh nién khién tdi thay thuong hai. Sao han lai
di dén cho tan ta thé nay? Trong han c nhu dang c6 khodac vao
mot bd mit ma han sé sdm phai khoic vinh vién néu nhuw
khong thay doi nép song.

“Ong uong chut gi ch&, ong Catchpool?” Meakin hoi.

“Pé& sau di, cAm on 6ng.” T6i mim cudi &m 4p. T6i dang cb to
ra minh la nguoi vui tinh vdéi nhitng gd ma t6i ghét hoac khong
tin cdy. Viéc dé khong phai lic nao cling thanh cong, nhwng doi
khi ho cling dap lai twong tu. “Pau tién phai danh thoi gian dé
dudi cdp chan gia nay cai da.”

G3 thanh nién say xin 130 ddo dng ddy. Hinh nhu han bAat
chot noi gidn va nédi cau gi d6 bat dau bang tir “Khdng”. Phan con
lai thi khong ai hiéu ndi. Han loang choang bang qua t6i va budc
ra pho. Cu gia tir tir dua tay 1én - mot quy trinh mat dén gan
mudi gidy - cho dén khi ngén tay dng tré thang vao mait tdi.
“Anh,” 6ng ta nodi.

T6i mdi dén lang Great Holling nay chua day mot gid, thé ma
da c6 hai ngudi tré thang ngén tay vao mat tdi mot cach tho 10.



MOt biéu hién chdo dén thudc vé tip tuc noi day chang? Toi
khong tin 13 thé.

“Xin 10i, cu muon néi t6i?” toi hoi.

Ong-Gid-Tuyét phat ra nhitng Am thanh ma tdi cé thé tam
dich lai nhw sau: “Phai, 1a anh dd, anh 14 ngudi tot. Pén ngodi day
di. Ngoi vao ghé nay neé. Ngbi canh t6i nay. Hay ngobi vao ghé cta
cai thang nhéc rach viéc ddng thuong kia, ngdi di ndo.”

Trong tinh hudng binh thuong, su ldp di 1ap lai s& lam toi
phat ciu, nhung do qud mai miét vdi bai tp phién dich nén toi
khd dé dai.

“T6i sdp di mot vong quanh lang...” T6i mé& miéng noi, nhung
6ng cu da quyét chi khong cho toi lam cai viéc dé.

“Anh con khéi gl thoi gian dé di lai mal” 6ng ta gam 1én. “bén
ngdi day ngay di, ching ta sé tro chuyén cung nhau.” T6i ta hoa
khi dng ta cat tiéng hat: “bén ngoi dday. Pén ngoi day. Ong Cdnh
sdt London lai day.”

T6i nhin Meakin. P6i mat dng ta van tip trung vao may ly bia.
Con gidn boc 1én trong tbi, va toi ndi vdi ong ta: “Mdi cach day
mudi phut t6i da yéu cau ong khong ndi vé cdng viéc cda toi vdi
bat c ai.”

“T6i ¢ nodi gi dau.” Ong ta thAm chi chang thém nhin toi.

“Ong Meakin, bang cich ndo ma éng cu kia lai biét toi 1a cdnh
sat tr London néu nhw khong phai dng ndi? Khong ai khac trong
lang nay biét t6i 13 ai.”

“Ong khong nén két ludn nhanh nhuw thé, dng Catchpool a. T6i



nghi diéu dd sé chang dan 6ng dén dau ca. T6i khong néi mot 1oi
nao vé 6ng cho bat ky mot ai. Khong mot 101 nao.”

Ong ta ndi doi. Ong ta biét 13 tdi biét, thé ma 6ng ta c phdt
tinh.

Bi danh bai, toi dén ngdi vdi cu gia lun & goc quan. Quanh 6ng
ta 1a nhitng thanh x mau sam treo ldng lang nhitng mén do
bang dong, va trong vai gidy 6ng da tao an tugng gidng nhu mot
sinh vat ky di téc bac pho ngbi trong chiéc t6 tham chi con ky di
hon nita.

Ong ta bat dau ndi nhu thé cudc trd chuyén da rdm ran sin
roi: “...n6 khong phai ngudi dudng hoang ma 13 mot thang rach
viéc, va cha me nd cling y nhu thé. Ching khong biét doc, khong
viét nodi cai tén ctia minh, va thang con ching cling thé. Khong
c6 mot chit Latinh ndo trong dau! Mdi hai muoi tudi ma trong
nd kia! HOi tdi bang tudi nd... 8i, d 1au 1am rdi. Vao cai thoi xa
xuwa do toi 1a mot chang trai tuyét voi, thé ma cé nhitng ké dugc
Chuda ban cho phtc lanh lai di quang hét rdo xudéng séng xudng
bién. ching khéng nhan ra rang sy vi dai nam trong tam tay
moi ngudi cho nén chiing chang ¢ gang lam viéc gi vi dai ca.”

Latinh ha? Th& d4 tdi cé thé xoay s& dbi dap duoc. Con 16n lao
w? TOi ty nghi minh d3 may man trdnh thoat dugc nhiéu that
bai nhuc nha. ching cé gi 16 ming trong giong ndi ca cu gia
nay, bat chap chiéc miii bw mau vang do va bd riu siing bia. Néu
khong bi méo md do nhau nhet, giong 6ng cu cd 1& cling dé nghe,
t6i nghi vay.

“Vay hoi do cu cd 1am dugc viée gi vi dai khong?” tdi hoi.



“TOi da cd va da thanh céng vuot ngoai nhitng wdc mo hoang
duong nhat.”

“That sao?”

“A, nhung d6 13 1au 1Am rdi. Mo wdc dau cd mat mat gi, va
nhitng wdc ma quan trong nhat cé thé khong bao gid thanh hién
thuc. Khi con tré t6i khong biét diéu do. Mung 1a toi khong biét.”
Ong cu thd dai. “con anh thi sao, anh ban tot? Thanh tuu 16n cta
doi anh 1a gi vay? Pha dugc vu an muu sat Harriet Sippel, Ida
Gransbury va Richard Negus u?”

Ong ta noi c¥ nhu d6 1a mdt muc tiéu tAm phao.

“Toi khong quen Negus, mac du cd thay anh ta vai 1an,” dng cu
noi ti€p. “T6i vira dén lang thi anh ta bd di. Nguoi dén, ngudi di,
c3 hai vi cing mot 1y do. C4 hai déu cd trai tim nang triu.”

“Ly do gi vay?”

Bang mot ddng tdc nhanh nhen, cu gia lun rét mot luong bia
khong thé tudng twong ndi vao cudng hong.

“C6 ta khong bao gio' bd qua dugc chuyén dé!” 6ng ta noi.

“Ai khong bao gio bd qua chuyén gi? Cé phai y cu la Ida
Gransbury khong bao gid bo qua viéc Richard Negus rdi bo Great
Holling?”

“Viéc mat chong, nhw moi ngudi van néi... Harriet Sippel 4y
ma. Moi nguoi noi viéc mat chong khi con rat tré da khién co ta
trd nén nhu thé. T6i thi ndi cai c§ dé that dam dd. Khong nhiéu
tudi gi hon cai thang nhdc vira ngdi cai chd anh dang ngdi. Qua
tré dé€ ma chét.”



“Cu nodi ‘khién co ta trd nén nhu thé cé phai ngu vy 1a... Cu...
htrm... cu giai thich rd hon dugc khéng a?”

“Giai thich gi vAy, anh ban t6t? O, phai. Mo wdc thi chang 1am
ai mat mat gi, du 1a nam hay ni. Mirng 1a Itc vap phai chuyén
d6 toi da gia.”

“Xin 16i, nhung t6i mudn kiém tra lai xem t6i hiéu cé dung
khong,” t6i noi, long thAm mong 6ng cu sé bam theo van dé. “Co
phai cu néi rang Harriet Sippel mat chong khi con tré, va do gda
chong ma ba ta da trd nén... trd nén thé nao nhi?”

T6i kinh hoang khi 6ng cu bat khdc. “Tai sao cb ta lai dén day?
L& ra cd ta d3 c6 mot tAm chong, nhiéu dira con, mot mai nha
riéng, va mot cudc song hanh phuc.”

“Ai 1€ ra da c6 nhitng th d6?” T6i hoi, kha tuyét vong. “Harriet
Sippel u?”

“Néu nhu cd ta dirng néi ra cai didu khong thé dung thit do...
NG da khéi ddu moi rac réi.” Nhu thé cé mdt ngudi th ba vd
hinh d3 tham gia vao cudc do6i thoai va chot hdi mot ciu khac,
6ng cu chau may, ndéi: “Khdéng, khong. Harriet Sippel da cé
chong. La George. Anh ta da chét roi. Chét rat tré. Mot can bénh
khung khiép. Anh ta con tré hon cai thang nhéc rach viéc vira
ngoi day trudc anh day. Stoakley.”

“Tén clia ga rach viéc dd 1a Stoakley?”

“Khong, anh ban tot. Tén toi mdi 1a Stoakley. Walter Stoakley.
T6i khong biét tén nd.” Ong gia lun ludn cac ngdn tay vao bd rau
roi ndi: “co ta dang ting ca cudc sdng cho anh ta. 0, anh biét
khong, t6i hiéu rd vi sao. Anh ta 1a ngudi cé dia vi, dit anh ta cé



g4y ra toi 16i gi di nita. C6 ta hy sinh moi thi cho anh ta.”

“Cho... gd vita rdi day u?” Khong, nghe khong 6n. Ga rach viéc
d6 chang cd vé gi 13 cé dia vi ca.

That may ma Poirot khong tham gia vao cudc tro chuyén nay,
tdi nghi. Nhitng 151 dong dai, 10n x6n ctia Walter Stoakley han s@
1am dng noi dién.

“Khong, khong. N6 chi mdéi hai muai tudi, anh biét day.”

“Vang, cu vira ndi it phut trude day roi ma.”

“Chang viéc gi phai dang ting d¥ minh cho mot tén vd tich
su, chi biét sudt ngay nhiu nhet.”

“Toi dong v, nhung...”

“co ta khong thé 14y mdt thang nhéc nio dé khi da tirng yéu
mot ngudi cé dia vi. Cho nén c6 ta bod roi han.”

T6i chot ndy ra mot y tudng, 1y cam hirng tir nhitng gi nguvi
phuc vu Rafal Bobak dd ndi tai phong an cua khach san
Bloxham.

“Co ta c6 1én hon han nhiéu tudi khong?” t6i hoi.

“Ai co?” Stoakley c6 vé boi roi.

“Ngudi phu nit ma cu dang néi dd. €6 ta bao nhiéu tudi.”

“Dé phai hon anh dén chuc tudi. Khoang bon hai, bon ba gi
deé.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.” T6i khong khdi 4n tuong khi 6ng cu dodn duoc
chinh xac tudi ctia tdi. Néu dng cu da lam duoc vay, toi suy luln,
chac chan sé& c6 Iic minh xoay x& rdt ra dugc vai y t mach lac
tlr Ong cu.



Trd lai vdi cau chuyén 16n x0n kia, toi noi: “vay ngudi phu nit
cu dang ndi nhiéu tudi hon cai gd rach viéc vira ngdi trén ghé
nay ban nidy u?”

Stoakley chau may. “Noi sao vdy, anh ban tot, c6 ta 16n hon
thang 4y dén nhitng hai chuc tudi 14n dé! canh sit cic anh toan
hoi nhitng cau ky cuc.”

Mot phu nit va mot chang trai tré: mot cap khap khénh ma
Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus da dam tiéu tai
khach san Bloxham. Chac chan tdi d& c6 budc tién. “vay 18 ra cd
ta phai 1y ga rach viéc, nhung lai chon cai anh chang cé dia vi
kia?”

“Khong, khong phai cai thang nhdc rach viéc d4,” Stoakley
mat kién nhan. R6i mi mat dng cu rung 1én. Ong mim cudi, ndi:
“A, nhung Patrick! Anh ta cd su vi dai trong tAm tay. CO ta thay
diéu d4. €6 ta hiéu. Néu anh mudn phu nit yéu anh, anh
Catchpool a, hdy cho ho thay anh c¢é su vi dai trong tam tay.”

“T6i khong muon phu nit yéu tdi, 6ng Stoakley a.”

“Tai sao khong?”

TOi hit vao mot hoi sau.

“Cu Stoakley, xin cu vui long cho t6i biét tén ngudi phu ni¥ ma
cu dang noi tdi, cai ngudi ma cu mong dung dén day, cai ngudi
da yéu mot ké cé dia vi va di cd mot 15i néi doi khong thé dung
th?”

“Khong thé dung thit,” cu gia lun tan thanh.

“Patrick 12 ai vAy? Tén ho day du 1a gi? C4 phai viét tat 13 PJI



khong? & Great Holling ¢ ngwdi phu ni* nao tén 13 Jennie
khong, ca hién nay 1an trugc day?”

“suy'vi dai nam trong tay anh ta,” Stoakley rau 11 néi.

“vang, dung vay. Nhung...”

“Cco ta da hy sinh moi thit cho anh ta, va ch§ cé nghi rang cd
ta hoi tiéc, cr héi cd ta thi biét. CO ta biét l1am sao khac dugc? Co
ta yéu anh ta, anh biét day. Tinh yéu thi khéi c6 1y 18.” Ong cu tw
tém 14y nguc 4o cla minh, xoan lai. “Cé thé dip nat ca trai tim
day.”

b6 chinh 13 diéu t6i cAm thay sau ntra gid nita tim cach rat ra
vai logic tir Walter Stoakley. T6i da c6 cho dén khi khong chiu
dung noi nita va danh phai dau hang.



CHUONG 10
BIA MIENG

TOi budc ra khoi King’'s Head ma thiy long nhe nhdm. Mua 1am
tdm roi. Phia trudc téi, mot ngudi dan 6ng mac do khodc dai, doi
nén vira dom chay, chic 14 muén vé kip nha va vio dudgc dé
truwdc khi thoi tiét xau di. Toi nhin bang canh dong phia sau mot
b rao thap doi dién véi quan tro: mot khoang xanh ménh mong,
ba phia bao boc béi nhitng hang ciy. Cling lai su im ang doé.
Chang cé Am thanh ndo ngoai tiéng mua roi trén 14, chang cé gi
ma nhin ngoai mot mau xanh.

MOt ngbdi lang & miét vudn khong phai 13 noi sinh song vdi ai
mudn thodt khoi nhitng dong suy tu, dé 13 diéu chic chan.
London ludn cé xe hoi, xe buyt hay mét khuon mat hay mot con
ché vun vut bing qua, tao ra su chuyén dong nhat dinh. Gi¥ day
toi thay thém su chuyén déng ay biét bao, thém bat ct diéu gl
mién khong phai 1a sw bt dong.

Hai phu nit di ngang qua cé vé cling vo0i va. Ho phdt 10 cai chao
than thién cda t6i, h6i ha cii gdm mit budc di. chi khi tdi nghe
phia sau lung nhitng tir nhw “canh sat” va “Harriet”, toi méi tu



hdi phai chang dé 1a do su hién dién mang tinh hién tugng caa
t0i, va toi da trach nham con mua von hoan toan vo tdi. Nhitng
ngudi nay chay tron thoi tiét hay muon tranh mat vién cdnh sat
tir London?

Thtra Itc tdi dang mai van dung cac té bao xdm nho nhd cta
minh, nhw cach Poirot van thudng néi, dé giai ma nhitng tiét 10
roi rac ciia cu Walter Stoakley, phai chang Victor Meakin da roi
quan tro bang cra hau, chin tirng ngudi di dudng lai dé thong
bio vé su hién dién cta t6i trong lang, bat chap 10i dan do ranh
mach cta t6i? Toi hinh dung dé 1a mot thu vui quen thudc cta
ong ta. Ong ta qua 1a mot ga ky la va kho wa.

TOi ti€p tuc di doc con pho hinh chit S. Phia trudc, mdt thanh
nién xudt hién t* mot trong nhitng ngdi nha. T6i vui mung
nhan ra dé 1a anh chang deo kinh, mat tan nhang, nguti dau
tién toi gdp khi xudng tau. Thay toi tién dén, anh ta dirng phat
lai c@ nhw dé giay anh bi dinh vao via heé.

“Xin chao!” t6i cat tiéng. “T6i da tim ra quan tro King’s Head,
cam on anh da giup dg!”

POi mat anh thanh nién md 16n khi téi dén gin. Anh ta trong
nhu muon linh di, rd rang chi vi lich sw ma khong lam nhu vay.
Néu khong phai 1 nhitng d6m tin nhang vat ngang séng mili,
tao thanh hinh thu rd rét cia chiéc boomerang, toi han da két
luan day khong phai 1a anh chang ma toi da gap khi trudc. Cung
cich ctia anh ta hoan toan thay d6i... hét nhu sy thay ddi cung
cach cta Victor Meakin.

“Toi khong biét chut gi vé ké da giét ho dau, thua 6ng,” anh ta



13p bap noi trudc ca khi toi kip dat cAu héi. “T6i chang biét gi ca.
TOi chua tirng dén London, nhu tdi da ndi véi 6ng.”

Gio thi khong con nghi ngd gi nita roi: viéc tbi 1a ai va ly do toi
dén Great Holling da trd thanh mot diéu ma ai ai cling biét. Toi
tham nguyén raa 1do Meakin.

“T6i khong phai dén day dé tim hiéu vé London,” tdi ndi. “Anh
c6 biét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus khong?”

“E rang tdi khong thé dirng day lau, thua dng.” Anh ta c¥ mé
miéng la “thua 6ng”. Anh ta khong nhu vay hoi gdp nhau lan
dau, khi anh ta chua biét toi 1a canh sat.

“0,” t6i noi. “bugc thoi, 14t nita ta ndi chuyén vdi nhau nhé?”

“Khdng, thua dng, e rang téi khong cé thdi gian.”

“Con mai thi sao?”

“Khong, thuwa ong.” Anh ta nhai nhai bo moi dudi.

“T6i hiéu. Va néu tdi cd ép, tdi ddm ca anh s& im thin thit hoic
néi doi, ddng khong?” T6i thd dai. “DAu sao t6i cling cAm on anh
dd tro chuyén vai 10i. Hiu hét moi nguoi c& thay t6i 13 tat ta
chay theo hudng nguoc lai.”

“Ho chang thanh kién gi 6ng dau, thua 6ng. Ho sg thoi.”

“So gi?”

“p3 cé nhitng cai chét. Chang ai mudn 12 ngudi ké tiép ca.”

T6i khong biét minh ch¢ dgi cdu tra 101 nao, nhung khong
phai 1a cau nay. Trudc khi toi kip ndi gi thém, anh thanh nién da
bang qua to6i, di xudi theo con phd. Piéu gi khién anh ta tin rang
nhiéu kha nang s& cd cai “ké tiép”? T6i nghi dén ciu ndi cha



Poirot vé chiéc khuy mang-xét thit tu chd san trong tdi cia hung
th1 dé dat vao miéng cia nan nhan tuong lai ma thiy cd minh
chot se lai. Toi khong thé cho phép cé thém mot cai xac dudc sap
dat n3o nira. Long ban tay up xuong...

Khong. Chuyén do tuyét doi sé khong xay ra. Tu tuyén bo nhw
thé, t6i cam thay dé chiu hon.

T6i di nguoc xudi con phé mdt hoi 1au, hy vong s& gip ai do,
nhung chang ai xuat hién cd. Chua sdn sang trd vé King’s Head,
nén toi di dén tan cudi lang, noi cé dudng ray xe lra. Toi diing
trén san ga di London, long budn rau vi khdng thé budc 1én tau
va vé nha ngay ttc khic. T6i tw hdi khong biét Blanche Unsworth
nau mon gi cho bita toi hdm nay, va Poirot c6 cho mén dé 1a tam
dugc hay khong. RoOi toi budc y nghi ciia minh quay tré vé Great
Holling.

TOi d3 1am gi d€ moi ngudi trong lang quyét tranh mat va
phdt 167

Nha tho! Toi da di qua khu nghia trang ctia nd nhiéu 1an ma
khong hé nhan ra, khong hé nghi dén cdu chuyén bi tham vé
nhitng cai chét cach nhau vai gid’ ciia vi muc su’ va ngudi vg. Sao
toi lai dang tri dén vay?

Toi trd vé lang va hudng thang dén nha thd - Nha thd Holy
Saints, mot toa nha nho nhd 1at cung mot loai dd@ mau mat nhu



& ga xe lra. C6 trong san nha thd dugc cham sdéc kj. Pa sO cac
ngdi mo déu cé hoa, trong twoi tin nhw mdi vira dugc dat.

Sau nha thd, & mé bén kia b& tudng thip cé canh cong, tdi
thay hai can nha. M0t can hoi Iui sau, trong nhu nha muc vu.
can kia, nhd hon han, 13 mdt mai nha tranh thap va dai, phia
sau hau nhu nép sat vao tuong. Khong cd cra hau, nhung toi
dém dugc bon clra sd — nhitng ca sb rat 1én ddi véi mot can nha
tranh — khong nhin ra dau khac ngoai nhitng hang mo. Phai gan
li 1Am mdi sOng dugc noi day, téi nghi.

TOi m& canh clra sit, budc tir pho vao san nha thd. Nhiéu bia
mod cli dén muc khong thé doc duoc tén ghi trén dé. Mot bia md
mdi va kha dep dap vao mat toi. B6 13 mot trong sb it ngdi mo
khong dugc ai dat hoa, va cai tén khic trén dé da khién hoi thd
tdi tic nghen trong cudéng hong.

Khong thé tin ndi... Nhung ding 13 thél

Patrick James Ive, muc su’ qudn nhiém cua dia phdan, va Frances
Maria, ngudi vo' yéu ddu.

PJI. Piing nhu t6i d3 giai thich véi Poirot: chit tat 16n hon nam
& gitta 1a ho. vVa Patrick Ive tirng 1a muc su’ quan nhiém ctia Great
Holling.

To6i ra lai nhitng ngdy sinh va ngdy mAat dé kiém tra xem
minh cé 1dm 1an khong. Khong, Patrick va Frances Ive ciing mat
vao nam 1913, Patrick & tudi hai muoi chin va Frances & tudi hai
muoi tam.

Chinh 1a vi muc su va ngudi vo da chét bi thdm cach nhau vai
gid... Tén ho viét tat clia 6ng ta cd trén ba chiéc khuy mang-xét



tim thay trong miéng ba nan nhan tai khach san Bloxham...
Chét tiét! Poirot dd dding, t6i mién cudng thira nhan. C6 mai
lién hé. Phai ching diéu nay cd nghia 6ng cling da dung vé ngudi
phu nit tén Jennie? CO6 ta co cling co lién can sao?
Cé mot bai tho trén bia md, bén dudi nhitng cai tén va ngay
thang. P6 1a mot bai sonnet*, nhung t6i khong biét bai nay. Toi
bat dau doc:

Bi vu cdo thi khéng thé xem la sai trdi

Nhitng ngudi tét van mdi ludn la bia miéng

M6i chi doc duoc hai dong thi mot giong ndi cat 1én sau lung
toi, ngan t6i doc tiép.

“Tac gia 1a william Shakespeare.”

T6i quay lai, thdy mdt ba trac ndm mudi tudi cé khudn mat
dai hoi xuong xau, mai téc mau dé ngua diém nhitng dai bac lua
thua, d6i mat mau xanh xdm tinh ranh va do xét. Siét lai chiéc
40 khodc sAm quanh co thé, ba ta néi: “Pa cé nhiéu tranh ludn
vé viéc c6 nén dua cai tén William Shakespeare vao hay khong.”

“Ba noi sao co?”

“Phia dudi bai sonnet. Cudi cung thi di cd quyét dinh rang
nhitng cai tén duy nhat trén bia di 1a...” Ba dot ngdt quay di ma
khong néi dd@t cau. Khi quay lai, doi mat ba dam wét. “vang, da
c6 quyét dinh... nguoi chong qua co cda toi, Charles, da cung toi
quyét dinh... O, that ra dd 1a t6i. Charles chi 1a ngudi moét long
ing ho moi viéc tdi 1am. Chung tdi théng nhAt rang cai tén
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william Shakespeare thé nao cling bi nhiéu ngudi chu vy, vi vay
khong can thiét phai khic 1én d4.” BA git gl vdi tAm bia. “Tuy
vay, khi thay 6ng ding doc, t6i cAm thay cin phai dén cho 6ng
biét ai 1a tac gia cua bai tha.”

“TOi ¢ tudng dang & ddy mot minh,” t6i ndi, long tw van cd
sao minh khong hé biét ba ta dén du da quay mat ra duong.

“Toi vao bang ngd khac,” ba néi, 14y ngdn cai tré ra phia sau.
“T6i sdng trong ngdi nha tranh. Tdi thiy dng qua clta s6.”

Khuén mait téi han di tiét 10 nhitng suy nghi riéng tu vé
khung cadnh dm dam ctia ngdi nha, bdi 1€ ba mim cudi va ndi:
“TOi quan tAm gi dén cdnh quan? Khong hé. Toi song trong ngdi
nha tranh 13 dé€ trong mo.”

BA néi c¥ nhuw d4 13 mot diéu hoan toan binh thudng. Han ba
da doc dugc suy nghi cta toi, vi ba tiép tuc ndi: “Ong Catchpool a,
chi c6 mot 1y do duy nhat mo cua Patrick Ive khong bi dao xdi
1én. b6 1a: moi ngudi déu biét tdi dang canh chirng nd.” Khong hé
bao trudc, ba tién dén tdi, chia tay ra. Toi bat tay ba. “Margaret
Ernst,” ba ndi. “Hay goi toi 1a Margaret.”

“Y ba 14... BA cho rang cd nhitng ngudi trong lang mudn quiy
nhiéu mo cia Patrick va Frances Ive?”

“Phai. TOi thudng dat hoa & dd, nhung da sém nhan ra lam
vay 1a v ich. Hoa rat dé pha, dé hon mot khéi da. Khi toi ngling
dat hoa, chting chang con gi dé pha nita ngoai bia mo, nhung toi
lai dang canh chirng né & ngo6i nha tranh bén canh.”

“That khong ngd dén noi yén nghi cia nguoi ta ma cd ké lai
dam lam cai viéc kinh khing nhu thé,” t6i ndi.



“vang, con ngudi kinh khiing 1am, dung khong 6ng? Ong da
doc bai tho chua?

“T6i mai vira doc thi ba dén.”

“Gi0 hay doc di,” ba ra 1énh.

TO6i quay lai tAm bia va doc toan bd bai sonnet.

Bi vu cdo thi khéng thé xem la sai trdi

Nhitng ngudi tét vin mdi ludn la bia miéng

Néu ngo vuc la mét mon trang suc cua cdi dep

Thi nd cfing chang khdc chi qua bay trong thién dudng ngot
ngao.

Chi cdn ta tét thi vu cdo chi cd thé chitng té

Rang gid tri cta ta 1dn hon va thoi gian sé ting ho ta

Bdi 1€ loai sdu bo chi yéu thich nhitng nu nao ngot nhat

Va ta dd chitng té su’ trinh nguyén, trong trdng.

Ta dd vuot qua cam bdy ctia nhitng ngay tuoi tré

Khéng bi cdm db hay lao dén nhitng chién thdng

Nhurng ngoi khen sé chi xitng ddng vdi ngoi khen

Khi ta khéng bi tréi budc bdi long doé ky, von ludén du'oc tha rong.
Va su’ ngd vire xdu xa khéng phu bdng 1én ta nhuw’ mét chiéc mat
na

Chi khi dé ta mdi dén duoc nhitng viong qudc ctia tinh yéu.

“pé& dua 1én bia md thi d4 mot bai tho ky la.”
“Ong nghi vay u?”



“Bia miéng’ 14 tir rat ning. Bai tho cé phai goi y rang... néu tdi
khong 1am... d3 c6 nhitng cdng kich nham vio Patrick va
Frances Ive?”

“Co day. Vi vy mdi cd bai sonnet. Chinh tdi da chon. Cé ngudi
khuyén tdi chi nén khac hai cAu dau thdi, chit khic ca bai thi tdn
kém 1am... ]am nhu chi phi 13 quan trong nh4t khong bang. Loai

”»
!

ngudi 12 mot ddm cuc suc!” Margaret Ernst phat ra mot tiéng
khit m{ii ghé tdm. Long ban tay ba dat 1én bia da trong c nhu
dang dat trén dinh dau ctia mot dira bé cung. “Patrick va Frances
Ive 13 nhitng ngudi tr té, chang bao gi¥y mudn hai ai ca. Phai 1ip
lai diéu nay bao nhiéu lan mdi duoc day? Ban than t6i khong
quen biét ho - Charles va t6i chi tiép quan x dao sau khi ho chét
- nhung do 1a nhitng gi 6ng bac si lang ndi, bac si Flowerday ay
ma, ma 6ng ta 1a ngudi duy nhat ¢ Great Holling nay cé nhitng y
kién dang 1ang nghe.”

Pé xem minh cd hiéu dung y ba ta hay khong, tdi hoi: “vay
chong ba 1a muc s quan nhiém hién nay, sau Patrick Ive?”

“Khong, 6ng ay 1a muc su quan nhiém cho dén khi mat, cach
day ba nam. Bay gid' d3 c6 muc su quan nhiém mdi roi: mot 130
mot sach khong vg, luon sdng xa cach.”

“Con cai 6ng bac si Flowerday...?”

“Quén Ong ta di.” Margaret Ernst néi nhanh, va diéu dé da co
tac dung xuit sic trong viéc gan chit cai tén nay vao dau toi.

“Pugc thdi,” tdi néi doi.

Tiép xuc vdi Margaret Ernst d3 hon mudi 1am phut, t6i nghi
rang viéc ngoan ngodn phuc tung 13 sach luge cé 1gi nhat.



“Tai sao ba nhan viéc khic chit 1én bia?” to6i hoi. “BA ¢ ho
hang véi vg chong Ives sao?”

“Budn thay, chi vi chang ai quan tdm hodc cé kha nang 1am
viéc do.”

“Ba Ernst,” toi noi, “y t6i 1a... BA Margaret... BA di khién toi
cam thay dugc tiép dén nong hau hon rat nhiéu trong ngodi lang
ndy. Chac chan ba da biét tdi 13 ai, va han ciing biét ly do t6i dén
day. chang ai chiu néi chuyén véi tdi ca, trir ong cu & quan tro
King’s Head, nhung nhitng gi 6ng ta néi chang cé may y nghia.”

“Chwa chic tdi mong 6ng cam thiy dugc chdo dén nhiéu hon
dau, ong Catchpool.”

“Thi it hon vay. Du sao ba da khdong tranh mat tdi nhu tranh
hon ma kinh di.”

Ba bat cuoi: “Ong u? Kinh di u? 0i, troi.”

T6i khong biét phai ndi sao.

“Cai dng cu ndi ndng chang may v nghia tai King’s Head... 6ng
ta cé rau trang dung khong?

“Phai.”

“Ong ta noéi chuyén vdi 6ng vi dng ta khong so.”

“Vi dng ta say qua nén khong biét sg u?”

“Khong phai. Vi ong ta khong...” Margaret Ernst khung lai, roi
nodi trd di. “Ong ta khéng gap nguy co nao tir vu giét Harriet, Ida
va Richard.”

“Con ba thi sao?” tbi hoi.

“Tdi thi van néi véi 6ng du cé nguy hay khong.”



“T6i hiu. Ba gan da mdt cach la thudng?”

“T6i nhut nhat mot cach la thudng thi cd. Toi chi ndi nhitng gi
toi tin cAn phai ndi, va 1am nhitng gi t6i tin can phai lam. va néu
tdi bat duwgc mot gai ¥ ndo dd rang téi phai im 1ang thi tdi s& 1am
ngugc lai.”

“Toi nght diéu dé 1a rat dang khen ngoi.”

“Ong cd thay tdi qua thang thirng khong, dng Catchpool?”

“Khong heé. Nghi gi néi ndy s& lam cho cudc séng dé dang
hon.”

“Va do phai chang 1a Iy do ma cudc song cia 6ng chua bao gio
dé dang?” Margaret Ernst mim cu®di. “A... toi thay roi, 6ng khong
thich néi v& ban than minh. Thé thi t6t 1dm. Ong cd an tuong gi
vé tinh cach cta t6i, néu nhw 6ng khdng phan do6i ciu hoi nay?”

“T6i chi mdi vira quen ba thdéi.” Troi al T6i nghi. Téi khdong
dugc chuln bi cho viéc tro chuyén kiéu nay nén diéu tot nhat ma
tdi c6 thé néi 1a... “Toi chi néi dwoc rang ba 13 ngudi tot, chi thé
thoi.”

“pd 1a mot mo ta kha triru tugng vé mot con nguodi, 6ng nghi
sao? Va cling kha ngan gon nita. V4i lai thé ndo 12 t6t? V& mit
dao dirc ma ndi thi diéu tot nhat ma toi tirng lam hoa ra lai l1a
hoan toan sai.”

“That sao?” Ba ta qua 13 mot phu ni* khac thudng. T6i quyét
dinh th® vn may. “Nhan ba ndi vé viéc lam nguoc lai nhitng gi
ngudi ta muodn ba 1am... Ong Victor Meakin bao rang s& khong ai
néi chuyén véi tdi. Ong ta han s& rat mirng néu b khong mdi toi
vao ngdi nha tranh ctia ba dé udng tach tra, nhd dd ma chung ta



c6 thé tro chuyén lau hon, trdnh duoc ca mua gid. B nghi sao?”

Margaret Ernst mim cu0i. Ba cé vé thich su tdo tgn cta toi,
nhuw t6i d3 thAm mong. Tuy nhién, tdi nhin ra ddi mat ba trd
nén e ngai hon.

“Ong Meakin cling s€ mung khong kém néu Ong noi guong
hau hét moi ngudi lang va tir chdi budc qua ngudng clra nha toi,”
ba ndi. “Ong ta ludn vui mirng truwde sy bat hanh ctia ngudi khéc.
Chung ta cé thé 1am 6ng ta hét mirng vi ca hai diéu d4, néu nhw
6ng cé khuynh hudng ndi loan.”

“vay thi tot 1am,” tdi noi. “Véi toi, vAn dé coi nhuw dd dan xép
xong!”

“Xin cho toi biét diéu gi da xay ra vdi Patrick va Frances Ive,” toi
noi khi tra di pha xong va ching tdi dang ngdi bén ngon lira
trong “phong khach” dai va hep & nha Margaret Ernst. Dd la cach
ba goi tén can phong ma chung t6i dang ngdi, mac du né chira
nhiéu sach dén mic cling cé thé goi né 1a “phdng doc”. Trén mot
birc tudng cd treo ba birc chan dung - hai blfc vé va mdt bic
chup - thé hién mot ngudi dan 6ng cé vang tran cao va ddi may
ngd nguoc. T6i d6 rang dng ta 1a Charles, chéng qua cd clia ba
Margaret. That 1a dé boi r6i khi ¢ dén ba 6ng nhw thé dang nhin
toi chong choc, cho nén tdi quay dau ra cira so. Ghé cua tdi cho
phép nhin rat ré ra ngbdi md cua vg chong Ive, va téi doan do



cling 12 chiéc ghé ba Margaret thudng ngdi dé canh chirng. &
khodng cach nay, khéng thé nio doc dugc bai sonnet. Toi da
quén toan bd ngoai mot dong duy nhat — “Nhitng ngudi t6t van
mai lubn 1a bia miéng” - von da khu trd trong tam tri toi.

“Khong,” Margaret Ernst noi.

“Khdng? Ba s& khong ké cho tdi vé Patrick va Frances Ive?”

“Khdng phai hom nay. Cé thé ngdy mai t6i s& ké. Trong khi
chd doi, ong cd cau hoi nao khac khong?”

“Co, nhung... cho phép téi dugc hoi, hom nay hay ngay mai
thi cé khac biét gi nhau?”

“T6i cAn cd thoi gian dé cAn nhic.”

“van dé la...”

“Ong dinh nhic toi rang 6ng 12 mot cdnh sat dang diéu tra an
mang, va trach nhiém cda t6i 13 phai néi moi diéu toi biét.
Nhung Patrick va Frances thi dinh liu gi dén vu an ctia 6ng?”

TOi cling cAn vai trl hodn va cé nhitng cAn nhic cia riéng
minh, nhung t6i lai qud ndén néng muon thay phan &ng cda ba
néu t6i cho ba hay cai su kién ma toi da khong ndi vdi Victor
Meakin, va vi vy ba khong thé nao biét trudc.

“Ba nan nhan, moi ngudi déu cé mdt chiéc khuy ming-xét
vang nhét trong miéng,” téi nodi. “Ca ba chiéc khuy mang-xét déu
cé khic tén ho viét tat cia Patrick Ive: PIJ.” Toi giai thich, nhu da
tirng 1Am véi Poirot, vé viéc chit cai viét tat cai ho 1én hon hai
chit cai kia vd nam & gifta. Khong gidng nhu 6ng ban ngudi Bi
ctia toi, Margaret Ernst chang cé biéu hién ndo cho thiy ba tin



nén vin minh s& 1dm nguy béi cich sip xép nhu thé. BA ciing
chang cé vé séc hay ngac nhién trudc nhitng gi toi ké, va tdi thay
diéu nay kha bat thuong.

“Gi¢ thi ba hiéu vi sao t6i quan tAm dén Patrick Ive rdi chd?”
to6i hoi.

“Vang, toi hiéu.”

“Thé ba c ké cho t6i vé 6ng ta khong?”

“Nhu t6i dd ndi ban niy: cé 1& dé ngdy mai. Ong uéng thém tra
nhé, 6ng Catchpool?”

T6i xin ba thém tra, va ba roi khoi phong. M0t minh trong
phong khach, tdi ngdm nghi vé viéc liéu cd qua mudn khong néu
t6i bdo ba goi toi 12 Edward, va néu chuwa mudn thi liéu day cé
phai 13 lGc t6i nén dé nghi? Tdi can nhac viéc dé du van biét
khéng nén néi gl ca, c* dé ba ta tiép tuc goi téi 13 “Ong
Catchpool”. P6 1a mét trong nhitng thdi quen vd nghia cta toi: tu
hoi phai 1am gi khi d3 biét chac diéu minh sap lam.

Khi Margaret trd ra vdi tach tra, toi cAm on ba va yéu ciu ba
cho biét vé Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus. Su
thay ddi that kho tin. B4 khong tim cich dp md& nita, ma ké cho
t6i mot cach nhiét tinh nhat vé hai trong s6 ba nan nhin - mot
cau chuyén du dé 1ap day nhibu trang gidy. That titc dién 1én
dudc, cudn sb tay tdi mang theo dén Great Holling lai nam trong
chiéc vali trong phong toi ¢ King’s Head. Pay qua 1a mot thach
thic cho tri nhd caa toi.

“Harriet c6 ban tinh tot, theo nhu vo sd nhitng tang thu trong
truyén thuyét cua lang,” Margaret ndéi. “T® té, rong luong, ludn



tuwoi cudi, ltc nao cling dua vui va tro giup ban be, 16i xdm, chua
bao gi¢ ich ky, rat thanh thién, luén kién quyét nghi tot vé moi
ngudi, nhin moi th dudi anh sang tich cuc nhat. C6 ngudi con
néi ba ta ngdy tho va ca tin. T6i thi khong ddm chac minh cé tin
tat cd nhitng diéu d6 hay khong. Khong ai hoan hdo hon Harriet-
trudc-khi-thay-doi. Toi tw héi khong biét dé cé phai 1a su doi
nghich véi con ngudi ma ba ay vé sau hay khong...” Margaret
chau may. “Néi cho ngay, cé 18 dé khdng phai 1a su xoay chuyén
tir thai cuc nay sang thai cuc khac, nhung khi ri tai nhau, nguoi
ta thuong kich tinh héa tdi da moi th, ding khong a? Toi thi
nghi rang khi mat chéng & dd tudi qua tré thi ngay ca mot ngudi
cé ban tinh vui vé nhit cling cé thé thay doi. Harriet rat yéu
George, ngudi ta bao thé, va ong ta cling hét long vdi vo. Ong ta
mAat vio nam 1911 & tudi hai mudi bdy — mot hdm dang di trén
dudng thi tw nhién ngd chét, du trude d6 ludn 1a tAm guong mau
mu'c vé sic khde. MOt cuc mau dong trong ndo. Harriet trd thanh
gda phu & tudi hai muoi [am.”

“Quda 12 mot cud soc 16n do6i vdi ba ay,” t6i ndi.

“Vang,” Margaret tdn thanh. “Mat mat 16n nhu thé cé thé dé
lai hdu qua khtng khiép. That thi vi khi ¢ ngudi mo ta ba ta la
ngay tho.”

“Tai sao ba ndi vay?”

“Ngday tho’ 1a ndi vé mot cai nhin léch lac, td hong vé cudc
song. Néu ngudi ta tin vao mot thé gidi hoan toan nhan i va roi
tai hoa toi té nhat ap xudng, ngudi ta cd thé thiy odn gian va
bubn rau nhu thé minh da bi ltra gat. Va di nhién khi ngudi ta



rat dau kho, viéc 0odn trach va khiing bd ngudi khac trd nén dé
ddi hon rat nhiéu.”

Toi dang cb che gidu su bat ddng ctia minh thi ba ta bd sung:
“Toi ndi 1a véi mot sd ngudi thoi, chw khong phai tat ca. T6i nghi
o6ng 1a loai tha hai minh con thdy dé chiu hon, ding khong 6ng
Catchpool?”

“Hy vong tdi chang 1am hai ai ca,” t6i ngdn ngo néi. “vay phai
chang t6i nén hiéu cai chét ctia ngudi chong di cd tdc dong
khong tot 1én tinh cach cia Harriet Sippel?”

“pung vay. Toi chua bao gid biét Harriet thud ngot ngao, t té.
Harriet Sippel ma tdi biét 13 mot phu nit han hoc va sting tin. B
ta coi ca thé gidi nay, va hiu nhu tat cd moi ngudi, 1a ké thu
dang ngd vuc. Thay vi chi thay cai tot, ba ta thiy toan cai xau de
doa khap noi noi, va hanh x@ c& nhw minh cé trach nhiém phai
phat gidc va danh bai cai xau. Néu c6 ngudi mdi dén lang, ba ta
s& tin ngay rang ngudi ndy cd chidu hudng xau xa ndo dé. Ba ta
sé noi ra nhitng ngd vuc ctia minh vdi bat c@ ai chiu nghe, roi
xui giuc ho tim kiém nhitng du hiéu. Ai cling bi ba ta bdi ra
nhitng mat xau. Néu khong tim thay thi ba ta bia ra. Niém vui
duy nhat ctia ba ta sau khi George qua doi 1a 1én 4n ngudi khac,
c nhu ba ta cAm thay minh t6t dep hon néu 1am vAay. Mat ba ta
18p 1anh moi khi danh hai thay didu xau xa...”

Margaret Ernst rung minh.

“C nhu, vang béng chong, ba ta di tim thay th gi khac khoi
diy niém dam mé va bam riét vao nd. Nhung dé 1a mot niém
dam mé tam toi va hay diét, xuat phat t han thu ch& khong



phai tinh yéu. Piéu toi té nhat 1a moi nguoi lai tim tum quanh
ba ta, san sang dong y vdi nhitng cdo budc khong 14y gi 1am hay
ho dé.”

“Tai sao ho lai nhu vay?” t6i hoi.

“Ho khong muon 1a nguoi ké tiép. Ho biét Harriet bao gio cling
c6 moOt con moi. Toi nghi ba ta khd & yén dudgc mot tudn ma
khong cd do6i tuong dé huéng su han thl doan chinh clia minh

”

vao.

TOi chot nhd anh thanh nién deo kinh da tirng noéi: “Khong ai
muon 13 nguoi ké tiép.”

B3 Margaret ndi: “Ho thay vui khi ba ta 1én an bat ct ké dang
thwong nao bi nham t&i, mién sao ba ta khéng chd y dén ho
nita. Suy nghi cia Harriet vé ban be 13 thé day: dé 1a nhitng ai
vao hlia vdi ba ta dé néi xau nhitng ké ma ba ta cho rang da giy
ra mot toi ac 1én nhd nao do.”

“Toi nghi ba dang md ta loai nguwdi ¢ khd nang két cudc 1a bi
sat hai.”

“Vay sao? T6i thi lai nghi loai nguwdi nhu Harriet Sippel sao it
bi sat hai dén thé.” Margaret Ernst nhudn may. “Toi hiéu. Tdi lai
gdy sdc cho 6ng nita roi, 6ng Catchpool. L vo¢ muc su, 18 ra toi
khong nén ndéi vay. Toi da cd gang 13 tin hitu Co Pdc tot, nhung
tdi cling c¢é nhitng nhuoc diém, ai ma chang thé. Nhuogc diém
cua toi 1a khong khoan dung doi vdi sw khong khoan dung. Nghe
mau thuan, phai khong dng?”

“Nghe nhi m6t cAu ndi nhiu. Ba cd thé cho toi biét ba & dau
vao tdi th® nam tuan trudc khong?”



Margaret Ernst thd dai, nhin ra cda s6. “® noi téi van ludén
ludn &: ngdi chd dng dang ngdi, nhin ra mo.”

“Mbt minh?”

“vang.”

“Cam on ba.”

“Ong c6 mudn tdi ké vé Ida Gransbury ngay bay gi¥ khong?”

Toi gAt dAu vdi it nhiéu lo 1ang. Toi tu hoi s& cAm thay thé nao
néu nhu ca ba nan nhan hda ra déu 1a nhitng quai vat thu han
khi con séng. CAu ndi “CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO' YEN NGHI”
chgt thodng qua dau t6i, nhanh chdéng tiép ndi béi 10i ké cla
Poirot vé 1an gdp g& dau tién gitta 6ng va Jennie, sw qua quyét
cua cb ta vé viéc cong ly chi dugc thue thi khi nao cd ta chét...

“Ida 13 mot & md dao dén kinh khung. Biéu hién ra ngoai thi
cling hét nhu Harriet, nhung co ta bi dan dat béi ndi sg va niém
tin vao nhitng luat 1é ma moi nguoi phai tuan theo chi¥ khong la
ndi lo bi hai. Khac véi Harriet, Ida khong xem viéc t5 giac tdi 10i
ctia ké khac 13 niém vui. €O ta xem d4 12 bon phin dao ddc cta
mot tin hitu Co Pdc tot.”

“Khi ndi dén twr ‘s¢’, cé phai v ba 1a sg su trirng phat ctia cac
dang thiéng liéng?”

“0, di nhién, nhung khong chi cé thé,” Margaret Ernst ndi. “Ai
cling cd quan diém riéng luat 18 hay quy dinh, du luat 18 cd 1a
nhu thé ndo. Ngudi hay noi loan nhu tdi thi luén ghét su go b,
ngay ca nhitng go bé hop ly nhat. Nhung ciing cé ngudi can dén
ching vi nhw vy ho cam thay an toan hon, dugc che chd hon.”



“Va Ida Gransbury la loai ngudi thit hai?”

“Toi nghi vay, ding day. Nhung c6 ta khong noi thé diu. C6 ta
ludn chdm cham thé hién minh 13 mdt phu nit dic hanh tuyét
ddi. Khong thé cé khiém khuyét 6 nhuc ndo clia con ngudi nai
Ida! T6i tiéc rang cd ta da chét, du cd ta giy ra nhitng tac hai
khong ké xiét lic con séng. Khdong nhu Harriet, Ida tin vao su
chudc t0i. C6 ta mudn ciu roi nhitng ngudi cd tdi, trong khi
Harriet chi muon si va ho va ning tAm ctia minh 1én qua tuong
quan so sanh. Tdi nghi Ida luén tha thi cho tdi dd ndo thé hién
rd sy 4n nan hoi cai. C6 ta thay yén long vdi sw sam hoi theo
ding chuian muc Co Pdc. N6 ciing cb thé gidi quan ciia cd ta.”

“Nhitng tac hai khong ké xiét ma Ida gy ra 1a gi vay?” toi hoi.
“Hai ai c0?”

“Ong vé di, cAu dé dé ngay mai hang hoi.” Giong ba vira dd
luong vira quyét dodan.

“Hai Patrick va Frances Ive u?”

“pé& mai di, 6ng Catchpool.”

“Ba ndi sao vé Richard Negus?” t6i hoi.

“E rang chang cd gi nhiéu. Ong ta bd Great Holling ma di ngay
sau khi Charles va t6i dén. T6i nghi 6ng ta 12 mot nhan vat cé uy
& lang ndy. Tiéng ndi ctia dng ta duoc lang nghe va moi ngudi
hay xin 10i khuyén ctia 6ng ta. Ai cling ndi vé 6ng ta mot cach vi
né, ngoai trir Ida Gransbury. €6 ta khdng ndi 10i ndo vé 6ng ta
sau khi 6ng bo co6, chay khoi Great Holling.”

“Quyét dinh htty hon 1a ctia 6ng ta hay ctia c6 ta?” toi hoi.



“Clla 6ng ta.”

“Lam sao ba biét c6 ta khong ndi gi vé dng ta sau dd? Biét dau
cO ta cd ndi vdi nguoi khac ch khong ndi vdi ba?”

“0, Ida sé chang ddi ndo ndi véi tdi vé Richard Negus hay bat
c® chuyén gi. T6i chi biét qua 10i ciia Ambrose Flowerday thoi,
6ng bac si cia lang 4y ma, nhung ong ay la nguoi dang tin nhat
tran doi. Chi cAn Ambrose dé hé canh clta phong tiép bénh ctia
minh 13 6ng dy nghe ngdng dugc tat tit moi chuyén dang dién

”

ra.

“Co phai cling cai ong bac si Flowerday ma t6i cAn phai quén
di? chac t6i phai quén ludn ca tén thanh clia dng ta qua.”

Margaret Ernst phdt 160 nhan xét 1ém linh cta toi. “Cé nhitng
nguon dang tin ciy cho t6i biét, sau khi bi Richard Negus bo, Ida
quyét khong bao gid nhac hay nghi gi vé 6ng ta nita,” ba néi. “Bé
ngoai co ta khong cé dau hiéu bubén ba nao. Moi ngudi cé ban bac
chuyén nay. Ho ndi cd ta that manh mé va duat khoat. Co ta
tuyén bd tir day sé danh tron tinh yéu cho Chua. CO ta thay dat
niém tin vao Chda luén tot hon la dat vao ngudi tran.”

“Ba c6 ngac nhién khdéng néu biét Richard Negus va Ida
Gransbury d3 cung nhau dung bita tra t6i tai cdn phong khach
san cda co ta ¢ London t6i th ndm vira qua?”

Margaret Ernst trgn tron mat. “Chi hai ngudi dung bita tra véi
nhau thi, vang, t6i ngac nhién 1am. Ida 1 loai ngudi ludn dua ra
nhitng 1ap truong dat khoat va khong bao gio vi pham. Nhung
xem ra ca Richard Negus ciing thé. P3 quyét khong 1ay Ida lam
vg thi 6ng ta khd ma doi y. Theo tdi nghi, 6ng ta phai thé hién su



an han rat sau sac va té tinh lai 1an nita thi hoa may méi thuyét
phuc dugc Ida chiu gap riéng.”

Nghi mot lic, Margaret Ernst noi tiép: “Nhung vi Harriet
Sippel cling c6 mat tai cai khach san London dd, t6i doan ca ba ta
cting hién dién trong bita tra chiéu hom ay?”

TOi gat dau.

“vay thi r8. Ba ngudi ho chic chan cé chuyén gi dé phai thao
luan. Chuyén nay at 13 quan trong hon ca 1ap truong ctia moi
bén trong qua kht.”

“Ba cd y tudng dod l1a chuyeén gi khong?”

Margaret Ernst nhin nhitng hang md qua cta s6. “C6 thé t6i s&
cd vai y tudng khi 6ng ghé nha toi ngay mai,” ba noi.



CHUONG 11
HAl WOl e

Trong khi tdi vat va vd ich thuyét phuc Margaret Ernst ké vé
Patrick va Frances Eve trudc khi ba san sang, thi Hercule Poirot
dang & quan ca phé Pleasant tai London, cling lao dau vao mot
nd luc khong kém phan vo vong: thuyét phuc cd phuc vu Fee
spring ké lai diéu ma cd ta khong thé nhd.

“TO1 biét gl thi da ndi hét vdi 6ng roi con dau,” c6 ta nhiéu 1an
ndi, cang lic cang ngdn ngam. “T6i d€ y thiy cd gl trat trua &
Jennie tdi hdm d6. Toi dep nd sang bén dé suy ngam sau, giy day
nd bi chon dau dé ma khong chiu 14 ra. Ong c6 nai t6i thi cling
thé ca thoi. €6 khi 6ng con dudi né di ca ddy. Ong chang biét kién
nhan 14 gi c3, diéu dé 1a chac chan.”

“Lam on tiép tuc luc loi tri nhd, c6 nhé. bidu dd cé thé quan
trong day.”

Fee Spring nhin ra cta, qua vai Poirot. “Néu cai ong tim 13 ky
e thi sdp cé ngudi dem ky e dén cho dng roi ddy. Ong ta vao
quan cach day khoang mot gid. Cé canh sat dan dudng, dugc ho
tdng co day, that 13 oach. Chic 1 cling ¢d chut quyén hanh, tdi



doan vay. Ong khong cé mat luc dé nén t6i bao dng ta trd lai vao
gid ndy.” CO6 ngudc nhin chiéc dong ho chen gitta hai &m tra trén
cai k& cong vénh trén diu. “Tdi biét hdm nay dng thé nio ciing
dén it nhat mot 1an dé tim Jennie du tdi dd bao dng khong tim
duoc co ta dau.”

“Cai 6ng dd co cho co biét tén khong?”

“Khong. DU vay, Ong ta 1a ngudi ti té, lich su. Biét ton trong.
Chang hé nhw cai 130 14m lem néi nhai bang giong cta dng. Lio
khong dugc quyén lam thé, du ¢é tai tinh cach may.”

“Pardon. Cai ngudi ma c6 vira nhac dén - dng Samuel Kidd -
ong ta khong néi bang giong cta téi. Ong ta c6 nhai theo toi,
nhung chang ai sao chép dugc nguyén xi giong néi cila ngudi
khac.”

Fee phi cudi. “L3o bat chudc giong 6ng tai ra phét! T6i ma
nham mat thi chang thé phan biét dugc.”

“Vay 13 c¢d khong chd tdm khi ngudi ta noi réi,” Poirot cdu kinh
noéi. “Moi ngudi chung ta déu cé mot giong ndi doc nhat, mot
nhip diéu riéng.” bé minh hoa, Poirot ning chiéc tich cta dng
1én. “cling doc nhat v6 nhi nhuw mén ca phé doc ddo nay cta
Pleasant.”

“Ong udng th dé qua nhiéu roéi,” Fee noi. “Khong tdt cho 6ng
dau.”

“Ttr dau cd ¢6 cai y tudng do vay?”

“Ong dau thay dugc mat cia chinh minh, 6ng Poirot. T6i thi
thay day. Ong nén th uong tra mot 1an di. Tra khong cd vi nhu
blin, vA udng nhiéu ciing chang sao. Uong tra chi cd lgi ma thoi.”



Noi dén dd, Fee vudt phang lai chiéc tap dé. “va t6i cé chu tAm
khi ngudi ta ndi - chtl tdm vao 10i 1€ cht khong phai giong diéu.
Quan trong 13 ngudi ta ndi gl chit khong phai 1a néi bang giong
Bi hay giong Anh.”

Ngay luc do, ctra quan bat md ra va mdt ngudi dan 6ng budc
vao. Ong ta ¢ ddi mat cup ctia gidng ché Basset.

Fee huych nhe Poirot. “Ong ta kia roi, khong cé canh sat di
kem,” co thi thao.

Nguoi dan 6ng dd la Rafal Bobak, ngu¢i phuc vu & khach san
Bloxham di phuc vu bita tra chiéu cho Harriet Sippel, Ida
Gransbury va Richard Negus lic 7 gid' 15 vao cdi dém an mang.
Bobak xin 16i vi s dudng dot ctia dng ta va giai thich rang Luca
Lazzari d3 can din toan bd nhan vién rang néu cé ai mudn trao
ddi v4i tham tr lirtng danh Hercule Poirot thi nén dén tim & quan
ca phé Pleasant tai St. Gregory’s Alley.

Khi ca hai ngdi vao ban, Poirot hdi: “Ong mudn ndi gi vdi toi
vay? Ong nhd ra diéu gi sao?”

“Toi nhd ra rat nhiéu diéu, thwa 6ng, va toi nghi phai ndi ngay
vdi 6ng khi ching cdn néng hoi trong dau toi. Mot sd diéu 6ng da
nghe roi, nhung toi c& tran qua tré lai, va nhiéu ky ttc da quay vé
khi ta c0 luc loi.”

“Dung vay, 6ng a. Chi can ta ngdi yén va khai thac nhitng té
bao xam nho nho.”

“Ong Negus 1a nguoi dat biva, nhu t6i da ndi vdi 6ng, thua ong.
Hai quy ba dang thdo luin vé mdt phu ni va mdt nguoi dan ong,
nhu t6i dd ndi & khach san. Cau chuyén nghe dau nhu ngudi



phu nit bi ngudi dan ong kia ruéng bo vi qua gia, hay vi ong kia
khong quan tiAm nita vi ly do nao ddé. ft ra tdi hiéu 13 nhu vay,
thua ong, nhuwng t6i da xoay x& nhd ra chut dinh nhitng gi ho
ndi cu thé, xin 6ng hiy tu phan xét 13y.”

“Al Hitu ich 1am day!”

“Thua dng, viéc dau tién toi d3 nhd ra duoc 1a ba Harriet Sippel
c6 ndi: ‘Ba ta con lya chon ndo dau nhi? Ba ta chang con 13 ngudi
dé dng 4y yéu thuong. Gi¥ day 6ng 4y khé 1ong ma quan tAm dén
ba ta khi ba ta dd ddnh mAat chinh minh, va nay con dang tudi
me ctiia 6ng ay nita co day. Khong, néu mudn biét 6ng ay nghi gi
trong dau, ba ta chang con lya chon ndo khac hon 1a chdp nhan
va thoa hiép vdi ngudi phu n ma 6ng ay yéu thuong.’ Sau khi
noi nhu thé, ba Sippel d3 bat cudi khanh khach, va dé khong
phai 13 trang cudi ti té. Cay nghiét, nhu t6i d3 ndi § khach san.”

“Tiép tuc di, ong Bobak.”

“Vvang, dng Negus cd nghe ba ta ndi vi ong ta quay lung lai vdi
toi — Ong ta va toi dang trao doi vai cAu duia bdn, dng biét day -
va ndi: ‘O, Harriet, néi vay thi ac qua. Ida dé bi soc 1am ddy. Nhe
nhang vdi ba ta di.” Sau dd, hoac ba Harriet Sippel, hoac cb Ida
Gransbury da ndi gl dd. Téi khdng cach chi nhd ra néi ciu noéi
nay, thua ong. Toi xin 10i.”

“Khdng can phai xin 10i dau,” Poirot néi. “Hoi Gc cta 6ng, du
chua hoan chinh, s& dugc ching t6 12 vo gia, tdi tin chic nhu
thé.”

“T6i hy vong 13 vay, thua dng,” Bobak ngd vuc ndi. “Mau ké
tiép ma téi dd nhé lai duge tirng tir dién ra nhiéu phut sau do,



khi tdi chuyén cdc mdn sang ban cho ba vi khach. Ong Negus néi
véi ba Sippel: ‘Ly tri cila 6ng ay u? Tdi thi cho rang dng ay chang
con ly tri. T6i nghi ng® cai vu ddng-tudi-me ctia ba. Rat nghi day.’
B3 Sippel cudi chuyén dé va noi: ‘Thoi dugc, néu khong ai trong
ching ta ching té dudgc minh dung, vy ta chdp nhan 1a bat
dong di!’ 6 1a ciu cubi cung toi nghe dugc trudc khi roi khoi
phong, thuwa 6ng.”

7y 9

“T6i thi cho rang 6ng ta chang con ly trf’,” Poirot 14m bam.

“Ho khong ndi diéu gi than thién cd, thua 6ng. Nguoi phu nit
ma ho dé cap, ho chi mudn diéu ac cho c6 ta thoi.”

“Toi khong biét phai cAm on 6ng bao nhiéu lan cho da, 6ng
Bobak a. LOi khai bio ctia 6ng hitu ich mdt cich phi thuong. Biét
duoc tirng tir ho ndi, va bay nhiéu 13 tlr, qua 1a vuot qua s mong
doi ctia toi.”

“Toi chi mong minh nhé dugc phin con soét, thua 6ng.”

Poirot cO thuyét phuc 6ng Bobak & lai uong mot tach gi do,
nhung ngudi phuc vu nay dat khodt doi trd vé khach san
Bloxham cang sdm cang tot, khong lam dung long tot cia 6ng
Luca Lazzari.

Bi Fee Spring tir choi phuc vu thém mot tadch ca phé nita, vién
dan 1y do stc khde. Poirot quyét dinh tré vé nha tro cia Blanche
Unsworth. Ong di thong tha, chdm rai bang qua nhitng con pho



sdm uat ctia London, trong khi ddu 6c bang bang vé phia trudc.
Trong khi di, 6ng 1at gid trong dau tirng 16i 18 ma Rafal Bobak da
thuat lai: “Gio’ day 6ng ay kho long ma quan tdm dén ba ta... Ba
ta nay con dang tudi me ctia 6ng ay nita co ddy... Ly tri cia 6ng
Ay u? T6i thi cho rang 6ng ay chang con ly tri... Téi nghi ngd cai
vu dang-tudi-me cua ba... Thoi dugc, néu khong ai trong ching
ta chirng t6 dugc minh dung...”

Poirot con dang 1Am bam nhitng cAu nay thi d3 vé dén nha
tro. Blanche Unsworth lao dén bén Ong ltc dng budc vao. “Ong
1Am bam gi vy, dng Poirot?” ba vui vé hoi. “Ctt nhu cé hai Poirot
vay!”

Poirot nhin xuéng than thé minh, thiy né bé vé do tdi trude.
“Toi dau da an nhiéu dén mc map ra gap doi, thua ba,” 6ng ndi.

“Khong, y toi 1a ca hai 6ng Poirot cing ndi.” Blanche Unsworth
ha giong xudng thanh tiéng thi thAm va tién sat Poirot dén muc
6ng budc phai nép sat vao tudng dé tranh tiép xtc than thé véi
ba. “Cé mot ngudi dén tim Ong va 6ng ta cd giong noéi hét nhw
ong. Ong ta dang dgi trong phong khach. chic 6ng ta dén tir
nudc Bi, qué huong dng. Mot dng trong rat ngau, nhung toi van
cho 6ng ta vao vi ngudi 6ng ta khong dén ndi béc mui, va... thi
day, t6i khong muodn quay lung véi mot ngudi ba con ctia ong,
6ng Poirot a. Toi nghi moi nuwdc déu khac nhau vé phong tuc dn
mac. DI nhién, chi ¢6 ngudi Phap mdi an mac diéu da, ding
khong a?”

“Ong ta khong phai 13 ba con clia tdi,” Poirot gay git néi. “Tén
Ong ta 1a Samuel Kidd va ong ta la nguti Anh cling y nhu ba vy,



thua ba.”

“Ong 4y cd seo day khap mit,” Blanche Unworth néi. “Ong ay
bao 14 do cao rau. Toi dd rang 6ng ta khong biét cach cao rau sao
cho dang, that 1a tdi nghiép. T6i bao 6ng ta toi cd vai thi gitp
chita 1anh nhitng vét cat, nhung dng ta chi pha 1én cudil”

“pay khap mat w?” Poirot chau may. “Ong Kidd ma tdi gip
hom thi? sdu & quan Pleasant chi c6 mot vét seo trén mat thoi, &
mang da ma 6ng ta vira cao. Xin cho biét cai ngudi ngbi & phong
khach kia c¢6 rau khong vay?”

“0, khong. Mat 6ng ta khong cd 1y mot cong 16ng, trir cap
16ng may ra. Cling chang cd bao nhiéu mang da lanh lan! Tbi
mong ong sé day ong ta cach cao ma khong pham vao da thit,
ong Poirot a. O, toi xin 16i.” Blanche Unsworth dung hai tay bit
miéng. “Ong ndi 6ng ta chang ba con gi véi dng, ddng khong a?
Trong dau tdi van c& nghi dng ta 13 ngudi Bi. Cai cach Ong ta ndi
chinh xac hét nhu 6ng. T6i con nghi 6ng ta 1a em ctia 6ng nita
day. Chirng bon muai tudi, ding khong nhi?”

Buc minh vi bi IAm twdng gd ngadu Samuel Kidd 1a ba con cta
minh, Poirot cit ngang cudc trd chuyén véi Blanche Unworth
mot cach kha dudng dot roi tién vé phia phong khach.

Trong phong khach, 6ng phat hién nhitng gi ba Unsworth da
noi trudc: mot nguwoi dan ong - cling cai ga trng gap 6ng &
Pleasant hom thi sau trudc - da cao sach s€ 1ong 14 trén khuon
mat va trong qua trinh dé dé lai nhitng vét seo.

“Chao 6ng Poirr-oh.” Samuel Kidd ding bat day. “T6i ca 1a da
danh Itra dugc ba ay, dung khong vay, cai ba cho tbi vao ay ma?



Ba ay cd nghi t6i 13 dong huong ctia 6ng khong?”

“Chao Ong Kidd. T6i thdy 6ng d3 gap nhiéu xui xéo hon lan
trudc, ldc chung ta gap nhau.”

“Xui xéo u?”

“Thi nhitng vét thuong & trén mat ong dd.”

“A, 6ng dung day, thua ong. That 13 t6i khong thich nghi dén
ludi dao bén & sat d6i mat cia toéi dén thé. TOi twdng tugng néd
pham v3o cic nhan cAu cda tdi, va thé 13 hai tay tdi run ban 1én.
TOi rat quy d6i mat. Toi dd nht thAm phai nghi dén thi gi khéc,
nhung khong duge. LAn ndo cling két thic bang viéc dé lai seo
tum lum.”

“T6i hiéu. T6i héi dng didu nay duoc khdng: 1am sao dng biét
phai tim t6i & dia chi nay?”

“Ong Lazzari & bén khach san néi rang vién ddi Stanley Beer c6
noi ong Catchpool song & day va cd ong cling thé, thua ong. TOi
xin 16i vi quay ray 6ng tai nha, nhung tdi c6 tin tot cho 6ng va toi
nghi dng muon biét né ngay tic khac.”

“Tin gi vay?”

“Cai c6 danh roi hai chia khda, cai c6 ma t6i thay chay ra khoi
khach san sau cac &n mang... T6i dd nhd ra c6 ta la ail T6i suc
nhd khi nhin t¢ bdo sang nay. Toi khong thudng xuyén xem bao
1Am dau.”

“Nguoi phu nit do 1a ai vay? Ong ndi dung day. Poirot tdi muon
biét tén cb ta ngay tic thi.”

Samuel Kidd s& mot 18p vay viém do6 trén ma trai bang dau



ngon tay trong khi mo mang ndi: “Thoi gian khong nhiéu nhan
gl dé vira doc vé cudc ddi ngudi khac vira séng cudc sdng cua
chinh minh. Néu phai lua chon, t6i s& vu tién chon cudc song
cua toi hon 1a doc diéu gi dé vé ngudi khac. Nhung, nhu tdi noi,
t6i d3 nhin vao to bao sang nay vi téi mudn xem bao chi ndi gi vé
cdc vu an mang & khach san Bloxham.”

“Oui,” Poirot ndi, cd diu tranh d€ giit kién nhan. “va éng da

“0, qua chirng tin bai vé cdc &n mang & Bloxham, hau hét ndi
rang canh sat chua cé budc tién ndo dang ké va kéu goi ai thay
dugc diéu gi thi buwdce ra khai bdo. Thi day, 6ng Poirot, toi budc ra
day né. Nhung, nhu t6i néi hom trudc, thoat dau tdi khdng thé
gin cai tén ndo véi khudn mit. Vang, gid thi t6i gin duoc roil”

“MOt tin tuyét voi, ong Kidd a. S& con tuyét voi hon nita néu
nhu 6ng cd thé tiét 10 cho tdi cai tén do trong cAu ndi ké tiép caa
ong.”

“TOi thay cd ta, ong biét day: anh cua co ta, trén bdo. Chinh vi
vy ma khi nhin to bdo t6i nhd ngay dén c6 ta. Co ta 1a mdt phu
ni’ danh tiéng, thua dng. Tén cd ta 1a Nancy Ducane.”

Mat Poirot trgn tron. “Danh hoa Nancy Ducane u?”

“vang, thua 6ng. Chinh 13 cd ta, chang ai khac. Tdi thé day. V&
chan dung chinh 1 nghé ctia c6 ta. Co ta da vé cai khudn mat rat
dang vé cia chinh minh, va c6 1€ nh¢ d6 ma téi nhd mat cd ta.
TO6i tw nht: ‘Sammy 01, ké ma may thay chay ra khoi khach san
Bloxham vao cdi dém an mang chinh la Nancy Ducane doé! va
gi® thi toi & day dé ké cho 6ng.”



CHUONG 12
VET THUONG NHIC NHGI

Ngay ké tiép, ngay sau bita diém tim, t6i 1én dudng dén ngdi
nha tranh cla Margaret Ernst gan san nha tho Holly Saints tai
Great Holling. Toi phat hién canh ct¥a chinh khép ha, ben go vao
d6 nhe hét ¢, chi so minh 18 tay x6 né md rong ra.

Khong c6 ai tra 16i nén t6i gd 1dn hon. “Ba Ernst?” t6i cat tiéng
goi. “Ba Margaret?”

Im lang.

Chang biét vi sao tdi quay lai, linh cdm cé mot chuyén ddng
nao dé phia sau lung, nhuwng cd 18 chi 1a gid rung cay.

T6i nhé nhe day c¥a va nd ma& toang ra ciung mot tiéng cot ket.
Thit dAu tién tdi thay 13 chiéc khin quang cd trén san da phién
cua nha bép: modt dai lua mau lam va luc théu hoa van rat céng
phu. Tai sao né nam day? To6i hit mdt hoi sau réi 14y gan budc
vao, vira lic cd giong ndi vong ra: “vao di, ong Catchpool.” Toi
gidt ban ca minh.

Margaret Ernst xuat hién trong cin bép. “O, t6i tim né niy
gi0,” ba ndi, miéng mim cudi, khom xubéng nhit chiéc khin



quang. “Toi biét 6ng dén nén da dé clra ngd. That ra, téi chd ong
t' ndm phut trudc day co, nhung t6i nghi dang y boong chin gic
thi c6 vé hao hic qua, dung khong a?”

Ba quan chiéc khin 1én cd, dan dudng cho t6i vao nha. Cé gi
dd tréu choc noi ba ta — du khéng cé cht dinh lam phat 1ong
ngudi ta - thuc giuc t6i phai thang thirng hon so véi binh
thuong.

“TOi hdo hitc muon phat hién su that, va t6i cling khong ngai
lam rd su that,” toi ndi. “Ai 1a ké muon giét Harriet Sippel, Ida
Gransbury va Richard Negus? Toi tin ba co biét gi dé vé diéu nay,
va rat mong ba ndi cho toi.”

“Nhitng gidy to' d6 13 gi vay?”

“Sao ca? O!” Toi quén béng minh dang cAm chung trén tay.
“Cac ban danh sach 4y ma. Khach tro tai khach san Bloxham vao
khoang thoi gian cdc &n mang, nhan vién cia Bloxham. Toi dang
dinh trudc hét hoi ba xem ai ¢ kha nang la hung thd, sau dé
nho ba liéc qua va cho biét cd cai tén nio ma ba thay quen thudc
khong.”

“Nancy Ducane,” Margaret ndi. Ba dén 1ay hai ban danh sach
tir tay toi roi cham chi xem, may chau lai.

TOi ndi vdi ba cai cau hét nhu Poirot da ndi vdi Samuel ngay
hom qua, du ltc do6 téi khong biét 6ng nodi gi. “Danh hoa Nancy
Ducane u?”

“Xin chd mot chut.” Toi dirng im lang trong lic ba Margaret
doc hai ban danh sach. “Khong cé cai tén nao quen ca, toi e la

”

vay.



“Cé phai ba ngu v Nancy Ducane, hoa sT chan dung néi tiéng,
chinh 1a nguoi cé ddng co sat hai Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury
va Richard Negus?”

Margaret gdp hai xap gidy, tra lai, r6i ra hiéu cho toi theo ba
vao phong khach. Khi ching t6i da thoai mai ngoi trén chinh
nhitng chiéc ghé nhu hdém qua, ba néi: “pung vay. Chinh 13 hoa
s Nancy Ducane. Toi nghi ba 4y 1a nguoi duy nhat cé ca déng co
giét Harriet, Ida va Richard, 1an ning luc dé lam viéc dé va thoat
ra. Pung ngac nhién thé ch®, dng Catchpool. Pau phai c® la
ngudi ndi tiéng thi khéng tan bao. Tuy vay, phai néi rang toi
khong thé tin ndi Nancy lai 1am viéc tay dinh nhu thé. B 4y 13
mot phu nit ¢é van hoda - Idc tdi con quen biét ba y. Khong ai
thay ddi nhiéu dén thé. B4 4y 14 mdt ngudi phu nit qua cam.”

T6i khong ndi gi ca. Téi nghi, 0di 0Am nam & chd mot so ké sat
nhan thong thuong ludn 1a ngudi c¢é van hda va chi pha vd nép
van hda dé mot 1An duy nhit dé ra tay giét ngudi.

Ba Margaret ndi: “T6i da thao thitc suét dém qua, tu héi liéu cd
thé ndo 1a do Walter Stoakley gy ra hay khéng, nhung khong,
khong thé ndo. Ong ta dirng diy con phai cé ngudi dd, 1am sao
16t n6i dén London. Ba vu 4n mang 1a chuyén ngoai tAm vdi clia
ong ta.”

“Walter Stoakley w?” T6i nhom day trén ghé. “Ong cu say xin
tai King’s Head ma t6i da tro chuyén hom qua? Tai sao Ong ta
muon giét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus cd
chu?”

“Vi Frances Ive 1a con gai cia 6ng ta,” Margaret noi. Ba quay lai



dé nhin ndm md clia vg chdng Ive qua clra s6. MOt 1an nita dong
tho trong bai sonnet ciia Shakepeare lai hién 1én trong diu toi:
Nhitng ngudi tt van mdi ludn la bia miéng.

“TOi s& rt murng néu Walter 1a hung thud,” ba Margaret noi.
“T6i ndi thé cd kinh khing 1am khong? T6i s& nhe nhdm biét bao
néu khong phai 1a do Nancy. Walter gia roi, chang con bao nhiéu
su séng, tdi nghi vay. O, téi khong mudn hung tha dé 14 Nancy
dau! Toi doc bio thay ndi Nancy di thing hoa trong hoi hoa. Ba
dy da roi noi day va thuc su 1am nén tén tudi cia minh. V4i toi,
ba 4y la mot ngudn ddng vién. Toi rat vui khi biét ba ay thanh
dat & London.”

“ROi noi day?” toi héi. “Vay ra Nancy Ducane cling tirng song &
Great Holling u?”

Margaret Ernst van dam dudi nhin qua ca s6. “Phai. bén
nam 1913.”

“La cdi ndm ma Patrick va Frances Ive mat. Cling 13 ndm ma
Richard Negus bé lang di.”

“Phai.”

“Ba Margaret...” T6i chom tdi, nd luc 16i kéo sw chd v ctia ba
khéi mo vg chong Ive. “Tu day long, toi hy vong ba sé chdng
quyét dinh ké téi nghe ciu chuyén vé Patrick va Frances Ive.
Chic chan sau khi nghe xong, t6i s& hiéu ra nhiéu diéu hién van
con 14 bi an véi t61.”

BA ta huéng doi mat nghiém trang sang tdi. “T6i d quyét dinh
s& ké cho 6ng nghe cau chuyén dd, nhung véi mot didu kién. Ong
phai hita khong k& lai cho bat ky ai trong lang. Nhitng diéu toi



noi v4i 6ng trong phong nay khong dugc ra khéi day cho dén khi
6ng tré vé London. &’ dd, dng mudn k& cho ai thi cit viée.”

“Xin ba dirng lo,” t6i ndi. “Co hdi tro chuyén ctia tdi & Great
Holling nay rat han hep. vVira thay toi dén 1a moi nguoi da linh
di.” biéu d6 d& dién ra hai 1an sang nay, trén duong toi di dén
ngdi nha tranh cia Margaret Ernst. Trong s6 nhitng ngudi né
tranh tdi cé mdt thang bé chuwa ddy mudi tudi dd¥i, mot thang
nhdc ti. Thé ma no cling biét t6i 1a ai, biét phai nhin tranh di va
lwét nhanh qua toi dé€ duge an toan. Toi tin chic né biét day da
ho tén cua tdi, biét ludn téi dén Great Holling nay dé lam gi.
Nhitng ngbi lang nho it ra cling cd cai biét tai ma London khdng
cé: ching biét cach phdt 10 mdt ngudi theo kiéu 1am cho ngudi
d6 cam thay minh quan trong dén dang sg.

“Toi cAn mot 101 thé trang trong ch khong phai 10i ndi sudng,
ong Catchpool a.”

“Cd sao phai bi mat thé? Dan lang khdng biét gi vé vg chong
Ive va chuyén gi xay ra vdi ho sao?”

Piéu ké tiép ma ba Margaret néi thé hién rang ba ta chi lo mot
nguoi trong lang biét dugc ma thoi. “Mot khi 6ng da nghe nhitng
gl toi ké, chac chan 6ng s&€ mudn trd chuyén véi bac s Ambrose
Flowerday.”

“C4i 6ng ma ba thuc t6i hdy quén di, nhung lai lién tuc nhic
dén hét 1an nay dén 1an khac ay a?”

Ba Margaret dé mat. “Ong phai hiva khong tim dén Ong ta, va
néu co gip 6ng ta thi khong dugc néu dé tai Patrick va Frances
Ive. Ong ma khong cam két didu nay thi t6i khong thé ndi vdi



6ng diéu gi dau.”

“T6i khong chic c¢d cam két dugc khdng. Toi bidt néi gi day véi
sép cta toi & Scotland Yard? Ong ta cr tdi dén day dé dit ra
nhitng cau hoi.”

“Thé thi danh vaiy. Ching ta danh b tay.” Margaret Ernst
khoanh tay lai.

“Néu tdi tim dén cai dng bac si Flowerday do6 va yéu cau 6ng ta
ké cAu chuyén nay thay vi nho ba thi sao nhi? Ong ta ciing biét
vo chong Ive ma, ding khéng? HOm qua ba di nodi roi, ong ta
khac ba & chd 13 da & Great Holling khi ho con song.”

“Dlirng!” Khong thé nham 1an vao dau ndi lo lang trong doi
mat ba. “Lam on dirng ndi chuyén véi Ambrose! Ong khong hiéu
dau. Ong khoéng thé hiéu dugc.”

“Ba lo gl vay, ba Margaret? Toi cit nghi ba 1a ngudi chinh trur,
nhung... T6i c ban khodn mai khong biét liéu ba cd y d6 chi ké
ra mot phan ciu chuyén hay khong.”

“0, nhitng gi toi ké 1a day du, khong thiéu sét gi ca.”

Vi 1y do nao dd, tdi tin 101 ba ta. “Thé thi, néu ba khong cd v do
gidu diém mot phan su that, tai sao t6i khong thé trd chuyén véi
ai khac vé Patrick va Frances Ive?”

Margaret Ernst bat diy, budc dén clra s6 va ding do, ti tran
vao kinh. Co thé ba chan tAm nhin cia t6i dén ndm mo vo chdng
Ive. “Piéu xay ra tai day vao nam 1913 di gy ra mot vét thuong
nhic nhoi cho ca lang,” ba cham rai ndi. “Khdéng ai & day thoat
dugc ca. Sau d6 Nancy Ducane bo lang l1én London, Richard
Negus thi chay dén Devon, nhung ca hai vain khong thoat. Ho da



mang vét thuong theo cing. DU khong 16 trén da hay phan co thé
nao dé, nhung né van hién dién. Vét thuong vo hinh chinh 1a vét
thuong t6i té nhat. V4i nhitng ngudi & lai, nhw Ambrose
Flowerday, nd cling khong kém phan khung khiép. T6i khong
biét liéu Great Holling cé hoi phuc dugc hay khong. T6i chi biét 1a
hién thi chua hoi phuc.”

Ba quay lai d& d6i mat t6i. “Tham kich d6 khong bao gid dugc
ké ra, dng Catchpool a. Bat ky ai noi day déu khdong ké hay ndi
truc tiép vé nd. Poi lic im 1ang cling 13 mot cach. Im lang va 1ang
quén, gid nhu ngudi ta cd thé quén.” Ba siét chat hai ban tay vao
nhau roi nha ra.

“Ba lo cAu hoi ctia tdi cd thé tic dong dén bac si Flowerday
phai khong? Ong ta dang tim cach 1dng quén sao?”

“T6i ndi roi: 1ang quén 1a diéu khong thé.”

“Du vay... PO 1a chu dé qua dau budn doi vdi 6ng ta?”

“Vang. Rat dau budn.”

“Ong ta c6 phai 1a ban than cta ba?”

“T6i chang lién quan gi & day,” ba gay gat ndi. “Ambrose 13
ngudi tot nén tdi khong muon 6ng ta bi quay ray. Tai sao 6ng
khong dong y vdi yéu ciu cha t6i?”

“Théi dugc, téi cam doan vdi ba,” t6i mién cudng ndi. “Nhitng
gl ba ké toi nghe, t6i s& khong ndi véi bat c ai trong lang.” Thé
xong, t6i bdng mong cw dan clia Great Holling c tiép tuc kién
quyét phét 15 t6i nhu hién nay, ch® dirng dit ra nhitng cam do
trén con duwong t6i di. Phai xem toi cé gap may hay khdéng, ch®
vira roi ng6i nha tranh ctia ba Margaret ma dung ngay 6ng bac si



Flowerday ba hoa dang rat mudn cd mot cudc tan gau thi coi
nhu xong chuyén.

Tw ba bitc chan dung treo trén tuong, éng Charles Ernst qua cd
phéng xudng t6i nhitng 4nh mat canh cdo: Thi¥ thdt hita vdi vg
tao di, may sé phdi héi tiéc cho coi, do vé lai, cip mat éng nhu
muon nai.

“con vé sy thanh than cia chinh ba?” tdi hoi. “Ba khong muon
toi tro chuyén vdi bac si Flowerday vi s¢ lam ong ta dau long,
nhung toi thi lai lo 1am ba dau long. T6i khong mudn gy ra
budn dau nao cho ba diu day.”

“TOt.” BA Margaret nhe nhdm thd phao. “That ra t6i ciing thich
c6 co hdi dugce ké ra cAu chuyén cho mdt ngudi ngoai cudc gidng
nhu t6i.”

“Vay thi xin moi ba,” t6i noi.

BA gAt dAu, trd lai ghé clia minh, va bat dau ké cAu chuyén vé
Patrick va Frances Ive. Tdi nghe mot mach, khong hé ngit 101 ba.
TOi s€ trinh bay nd ngay sau day.

Tin don khédi dau cho moi tai hoa muoi sdu ndm trudc day xuat
phat tir c6 gai giip viéc nha ctia muc su Patrick Ive — vi muc su
quan nhiém tré tudi clia Great Holling - va Frances, vg 6ng. Noi
la thé, nhung cd gai giup viéc nay khong phai 13 ngudi duy nhat
hay thdm chi 13 ngudi chiu trach nhiém chinh cho tan tham



kich. €6 ta dwa ra mot 16i noi doi day ac y, nhung chi ndi véi duy
nhat mot ngudi va khong hé tham gia vao viéc lan truyén né
khap ngdi lang. That ra, khi rac roi bat dauy, cd ta hdu nhw da rit
ra hodn toan v chang may khi xuit hién. Mot vai ngudi don
rang cd ta xau hd - va nhuw vay cling phai théi - vé th® ma cb ta
dd chdm ngoi. Sau nay, cb ta hoi tiéc vé vai tro cia minh trong
vu viéc va c6 hét strc dé sira chita, nhung khi dé da 14 qua mudn
r0i.

D1 nhién, néi d6i dén murc vay 1a xau xa cho du chi néi véi mot
ngudi duy nhat. €6 18 cd ta dang buc bdi sau mot ngay lam viéc
cuc nhoc & nha muc vy, hay cd thé cd ta ghét vo chong Ive vi 13
mot ngudi gitp viéc khdng an phan. C6 thé cd ta mudn tao ra
chut séng gid trong cudc d¥ am dam bang mdt ciu chuyén
phiém &c v, nhung lai qua ngay tha d&€ ma hinh dung dudgc cai
hAu qua nghiém trong né cé thé giy ra.

Rui thay, ngudi cd ta chon dé trat 16i bia dat doc dia dé lai 1a
Harriet Sippel. MOt 1an nita, lwa chon cda cd ta cé 1& cling dé
hiéu. Harriet, bic boi va day tht hin k& tir sau cai chét caa
chong, 1a ngudi luon dén nhin nhitng 101 doi tra vdi tat ca su
hao hirng va tin tudng. DT nhién, bdi vi ba mong né la su that. Ba
mong ai d6 trong lang pham 156i 1aAm nghiém trong, va tot hon
nita (theo quan diém ctia Harriet) néu ngudi dé lai chinh 12 muc
su! vang, Harriet 13 thinh gia hoan hao cho cau chuyén ma cd
gdi giup viéc muon vu khong, va di nhién vi thé ba d3 duoc chon.

Co gip viéc ndi voi Harriet Sippel rang Patrick 13 mot tay lira
dao doc ac nhat, bang bd nhat: ong ta, theo 151 ¢d, thudng du do



dan lang dén nha muc vu vao ban dém, khi Frances - vg 6ng - di
dau dé dé givp dd gido dan nhu ba van thudng 1am. Tai nha muc
vu, Patrick thu tién ctia dan lang, doi 14y viéc 1én ddng, gidp dan
lang giao tiép vdi nguoi than di khuat. Linh hon nguti da khuat
thong qua 6ng, Patrick Ive, dé truyén vé nhitng théng diép tir thé
gidi bén kia.

Harriet Sippel ri tai nhitng ngudi chiu nghe b3 rang Patrick
dang dung nhitng trd bip bom dé lira dao dan lang, nhung dé cé
18 mdi chi 1a khic dao dau cho nd luc khuéch dai nhitng sai trai
cia dng nham tao ra mot cAu chuyén con choing vang hon nita.
Sau ndy cd gai gitp viéc mot muc ndi rang cd ta chi néu ra véi
Harriet mot cai tén duy nhat: Nancy Ducane.

Nancy thud dé chua 1a hoa si chan dung ndi tiéng ma chi 1a
mot cO6 gai tré binh thudng. BA dy chuyén dén sdng & Great
Holling vao nam 1890 cung chong la William khi dng nay nham
chitc hiéu trudng trudng lang. william 16n tudi hon Nancy rat
nhiéu. Khi ho 13y nhau, Nancy mdi mu0i tdm trong khi william
dd gdn nam muoi, va nam 1912 dng qua doi do mot can bénh
duong ho hap.

Theo nhitng tin d6n x4u ma Harriet Sippel bat dau lan truyén
trong thang giéng ngap tuyét ndm 1913, thi Nancy da bi bat gip
nhiéu 1an ra vao nha muc vu vao chiéu to6i, luén ludn vao lic toi
trdi, luon ludn vdi bd dang 1én 14t, va chi ban dém Frances Ive
mdi khong cé nha.

Chi cAn dung chtt 1y tri thi ngudi ta han 1ap tdc ngd vuc cau
chuyén ndy. Trong dém den thi chic chan khéng thé nio nhan



ra biéu hién 1an lut hay bat ky biéu hién ndo trén khudn mit.
Kho ma xac dinh danh tinh mdt phu ni r6i nha muc vu trong
dém den trr phi ngudi nay cé dang di dac biét, ma Nancy
Ducane thi khong cé. That ra, s& 13 hop ly hon néu ¢ ngudi bat
gap ba ay trong mot 1an nhw thé, roi di theo ba ay vé va phat
hién ba ay 1a ai.

MOt cAu chuyén dugc ké véi day nhiét huyét thi bao gidf cling
dé dugc chip nhan hon 13 phan bac, va dé cling 1a phan @ng cta
hAu hét cu dan Great Holling. Ho san sang tin vao 18i don va vé
huia v4i Harriet td gidc Patrick Ive vé t6i bang b6 va tong tién. Hau
hét déu tin (hodc 1am ra vé tin dé tranh nhitng 1i méc mia cay
ddc cha Harriet) 1a Patrick Ive d3 bi mat 1am cau noi gitta ngudi
song va ngudi chét, bd tdi mdt khodn tién cong rat 1én tir nhitng
gido dan ca tin. DAn lang Great Holling nghi rang hoan toan cé
kha nang Nancy Ducane did khdéng cu®ng duoc khi thiy cd
phuong cach gidp ba nhan théng diép tir ngudi chéng qua co
william, dac biét khi 101 dé nghi lai dén t muc sw’ quan nhiém
x dao. Va, qua that, ba y cé kha nang chi trd hdu hinh cho mot
dan xép nhu thé.

DAn lang quén maAt rang ho da tirng biét, tirng yéu mén va tin
tudng Patrick Ive. Ho phdt 18 cai su that rang ho biét ong 12 ngudi
ding dan va tét bung. Ho quén ca cai thd vui suc sao tim t0i dd
cuia Harriet Sippel ma ho ludn coi thuong. Ho roi vao chién dich
han thl cta ba ta vi sg con phan nd cla ba ta ap xudng ho.
Nhung dé khong phai 13 diéu duy nhat thuyét phuc ho. biéu con
gay anh huwdng sau hon nita 1a ho biét rd Harriet dugc hau thuan



bdi hai dong minh 16n: Richard Negus va Ida Gransbury.

Ida ndi tiéng 14 ngudi phu nit sting dao nhat Great Holling. €6
khong bao gio' dao dong trong dic tin, va hiém khi nao mé
miéng ma khong trich din Kinh Tan wdc. TAt cad moi ngudi déu
ngudng mo va kinh trong c6, du c6 khong phai 1a loai phu nit ma
ngudi ta tim dén khi mudn cé mot khodng thoi gian bu khu. Két
ban vdi ¢d chang ¢ gi 14 tht vi, nhung d6i véi dan lang, cb 13 thit
gl d6 gan glii nhat vdi thanh than. Hon nita, c6 lai dinh hon véi
Richard Negus, mot luat su co tiéng 13 rat thong minh.

Tri tué sang lang va cai dang vé quyén uy tham lang cua
Richard giip ong gianh dugc su ton kinh cda ca lang. Ong tin
vao 101 ndi doi khi Harriet trinh bay véi 6ng vi né khdp vdi chirng
¢4 ma Ong di thdy tin mat. Chinh 6ng ciing d3 tirng hon mot
lan thay Nancy Ducane - hay it ra 12 mot phu ni¥ na nd nhw
Nancy Ducane - r¢i nha muc vu vao gitta dém, khi vo vi muc su
dang ¢ tham cha ctia ba hay & lai nha cac gido dan.

Richard Negus tin vao 16i don, va Ida Gransbury ciing thé. C6
ta bi s6c nang khi nghi rang mdt ngudi ctia nha thd nhuw Patrick
Ive lai cd thé hanh x@ mot cich vo dao nhu thé. Cd ta, Harriet va
Richard tu cho rang st ménh cia ho 13 truc xuat Patrick Ive khoi
vi tri muc su quan nhiém cta Great Holling. Ho doi 6ng phai ra
mat cong chuing va tht nhan hanh vi t6i 10i cda minh. Ong tir
choi diéu dé vi nhitng tin don nay 1a khong co that.

Su thu ghét ctia dan lang doi vdi Patrick Ive nhanh chéng lan
ca sang Frances, vg 6ng. Ngudi ta ri tai nhau rang ba han phai
biét nhitng hoat dong ta gido va Iira bip ctia chong. Frances thé



rang ba chang biét gi ca. Thoat dau ba con cd bdo chita, noi rang
Patrick chang ddi ndo 1dm nhitng viéc nhu thé. Nhung khi hét
ngudi ndy dén ngudi khac khang dinh 6ng cé 1am, ba im ling,
khong ndi nang gi nita.

Chi cé hai nguti & Great Holling tr chdi tham gia vao cudc vay
ham vg chdng Ive: Nancy Ducane (vi nhitng ly do hién nhién,
mot sO ngudi noi vay) va bac si Ambrose Flowerday, ngudi to ra
dac biét nang no trong viéc bao vé Frances Ive. Ong 1ap lun, néu
Frances biét nhitng hoat ddng bang b dién ra trong nha muc vu,
thé thi tai sao ching chi dién ra nhitng ldc ba di vang? Pidu dé
cho thay ba hoan toan vo can. Chinh bdc si Flowerday di chi ra
rang khong thé ndo thiy duoc biéu hién 14n it trén khudn mit
ai d6 khi toi mit. Chinh bac si Flowerday da tuyén bd 6ng van tin
ngudi ban Patrick Ive cua 6ng, trit khi ndo hodc cho dén lic nao
c6 ai dua ra dugc mot bang chitng khong thé chdi cii vé toi 10i
cua Patrick. Cling chinh bac si Flowerday da ndi vdi Harriet
Sippel (vao mot ngay no § gitta pho, trudc rdt nhiéu nguodi
ching) rang chi trong nira gid' qua ba ta da tap hop nhibu cai ac
hon ca Patrick Ive trong suot ca cudc doi.

V8i quan diém nhu thé, Ambrose Flowerday khéng dugc moi
nguoi wa thich, nhung 6ng 1a mot trong nhitng nguwdi hiém hoi
khong quan tdm cd thé gidi nghi gi vé minh. Ong da bao vé
Patrick Ive trudc cac gido chic nha thd, bdo ho rang, theo thién y
cuia 6ng, khong hé cé may may su that njo trong cac 161 don dai.
Ong hét sttc lo 1Ang cho Frances Ive, 1dc dé roi vao hoan canh rat
dang thuong. Ba thdi an uéng, bi mat nga, va khong chiu rdi nha



muc vu du cd thuyét phuc thé ndo. Patrick Ive ndi dién. Vi tri
muc su va uy tin cd nhan khong con quan trong véi 6ng nita,
6ng noi thé. Mong muon duy nhat ctia ong 1a sic khde vg 6ng
dugc phuc hoi.

Nancy Ducane trong khi dé chang néi nang gi ca, khong xac
nhin ma cling khong chdi cdi nhitng tin don. Cang bi Harriet
Sippel cong kich, ba 4y cang quyét tAm im lang. R6i mot ngay no,
ba 4y chot do6i y. Ba Ay bao Victor Meakin rang ba 4y cé chuyén
quan trong mudn ndi ra d€ chdm dut su dién rd da kéo dai qua
1au dé. Victor Meakin xoa tay, cudi khiy, roi lang lang lach ra
clra sau cua King’s Head. Rat nhanh sau dé, moi ngudi & Great
Holling déu biét Nancy Ducane mudn dua ra mot tuyén bo.

Patrick va Frances Ive 1a hai nguti duy nhat trong lang khong
xuat hién thé theo 10i triéu tap. TAt cd nhitng ngudi con lai -
thadm chi ca co gai gitp viéc da tung ra tin don, nguwdi ma nhiéu
tudn qua chang ai thay dau ca - tap hop tai King’s Head, hdo htc
ch& sw khoi dau giai doan ké tiép ciia man kich.

Sau khi nhoén mot nu cu0i nhanh va néng am vdi Ambrose
Flowerday, Nancy Ducane ldy lai ddng vé lanh lung va thang
than dé d6i mait véi ddm doéng. BA bao ho rang ciu chuyén
Patrick Ive 14y tién ctia ba dé doi 14y viéc giao tiép vdi ngudi
chéng qua c6 ctia ba 13 hoan toan bia dat. Tuy nhién, ba ndi,
khong phai tat cd nhitng don dai déu 1a doi tra. Ba thd nhan da
viéng tham Patrick Ive tai nha muc vu vao ban dém khong chi
mot 1an, khi vg dng khéng c¢é mat. Ba lam vay vi ba va Patrick Ive
dang yéu nhau.



DAn lang ai niy hd héc moém vi sdc. Mot s& bat dau huyt sio.
Vai ngudi 1ay tay bum miéng hay ch0p tay bat ct ai dirng canh.

Nancy chd cho sy huyén néo lang diu méi tiép tuc. “Chting tdi
da sai khi bi mat gap nhau va budng xudi theo sw cam do,” ba
ndi, “nhung chdng t6i khong thé xa lia nhau. Khi gap nhau &
nha muc vy, ching t6i chi tro chuyén ma thoi - néi cam xuc cta
moi ngudi vé nhau, vé su vo vong... Chung tdi 18 ra phai thoa
thuln khong bao gi¢ gap riéng nhau 1an nirta, nhung roi Frances
lai di dadu do va... that viy, sic manh cta tinh yéu khién chiing
toi khong thé ndo cudng lai dugc.”

Co6 ai dd la 1én: “Cac ngudi chi tro chuyén thoi sao? Lita gan
rom lam sao ma tin dugc!”

MOt 1an nita, Nancy cam két véi ddm dong rang giita ba va
Patrick Ive khong hé cd tiép xuic than thé nao.

“Gi0 thi t6i da nodi vdi cac ngudi su that,” ba ndi. “Mot sy that
ma toi 1& ra khong bao gid tiét 10, nhung dé lai 1a cdch duy nhat
dé chdm dt nhitng d6i trd hiém doc. Ai trong cic ngudi hiéu
dugc cAm xuc sau lang, ndng chay ciia tinh yéu thi ngudi ay
khong thé 1én an tdi va khong thé 1én an Patrick. Nhitng ngudi
c6 trai tim han hoc 13 nhitng ngudi khong biét dén tinh yéu, va
toi thay thuong hai ho.”

ROi Nancy nhin thang vao Harriet Sippel: “Harriet, toi tin ba da
tirng thuc su yéu, nhung khi mat George, ba da chon cach quén
di nhitng gi minh tirng biét. B4 di bién tinh yéu thanh sy han
doi va bién thu han thanh dong minh.”

Nhu dé quyét tAm chirng t6 minh dung, Harriet Sippel ding



bat day. Sau vai cAu chwi béi Nancy 13 con diém déi tra, ba bat
dau lu loa ké tdi Patrick Ive mdt cAch Am T hon bao gi¢ hét: 6ng
ta khong chi kiém loi tir nhitng tro lira bip “giao tiép vdi ngudi
chét” ma con lang cha vdi nhitng con dan ba mat nét trong lic
vo di ving. Ong ta vira td dao vira gian dam! Ong ta con toi bai
hon ca ba tudng! That khong thé chip nhan dugc, Harriet ndi,
khi mdt ké ngap sau trong tdi 16i lai dugc phép tu xung minh 1a
muc su cua Great Holling.

Nancy Ducane roi khoi King’s Head vao ntra chirng bai phat
biéu kich ddng cia Harriet vi khong thé chiu noéi. vai gidy sau, co
gai gitp viéc cho vg chong Ive lao ra cra, khuén mat dé tng va
nuwdc mat dam dia.

Hau hét dan lang khong biét phai nghi sao. Ho ling ting trudc
nhitng gi nghe thay. Va roi Ida Gransbury bat dau 1én tiéng dé
hiu thuan cho Harriet: mic du chua r& 1dm dau 1a tin don va
dau 13 su that, khong nghi ngd gi nita, Patrick Ive kiéu gi cling 1a
mot tdi d6, vi vy khong thé tiép tuc gift cuong vi muc su quan
nhiém cta Great Holling duoc nita.

pung roi, hau hét dan lang tan thanh. bung, dd chinh 13 su
that.

Richard Negus khong noi gi ca, ngay ca khi vi hon thé Ida mdoi
6ng 1én phat biéu. Sau do, trong cling ngay hom A4y, 6ng ndi vdi
bac si Ambrose Flowerday rang ong thdy lo ngai trudc budc
ngoat su kién. Mot ngudi “kiéu gi cling 1a tdi d6” mac du cling 1a
mot ly 18 tot vdi Ida, nhung lai khong @ tot doi vdi ong. Ong
tuyén bd ban than thiy ghé tdm trudc muu do chia Harriet



Sippel, chdp co hoi dé phac hoa Patrick Ive nhw mot ké tdi 16i
nhan doi, tirc cing mot Iic mang hai toi chi khong chi mot. Ba
ta da bién 1y 18 “khdéng phai thé nay ma la thé kia” cia Nancy
Ducane thanh ra “vira thé nay vira thé kia” ma khong hé cé
chirng ct hay ly 1€ nao.

Ida da dung cum tr “khong nghi ngo gi nita” tai King’s Head.
Th “khong nghi ngd gi nita” d6i vdi Richard Negus lic nay - ong
thd nhin vdi Ambrose Flowerday - 13 dan lang (bao gom ca
chinh 6ng, va 6ng rat xau ho vé diéu dé) dd htia nhau ndi do6i vé
Patrick Ive. Nhung néu Nancy Ducane cling ndi déi thi sao? Néu
tinh yéu cta ba 4y doi vdi Patrick Ive 1 mot chiéu va 6ng da bi
maAt gip ba 4y theo khan nai cia ba, chi nham muc dich bdo ban
ba hay tir bé nhitng tinh cAm danh cho ong thi sao?

BAc sT Flowerday tan thanh: khong ai biét chic Patrick Ive cé
lam gi sai trai hay khong, dé 1a vy kién ctia 6ng ngay tir dau. Ong
la nguoi duy nhat vg chong Ive dong y tiép trong nha muc vu, va
trong l1an viéng ké tiép, 6ng da ké lai cho Patrick nhitng 18i cuia
Nancy Ducane tai King’s Head. Patrick chi lac dau. Ong khoéng
binh ludn gi vé that gid trong ciu chuyén ctia Nancy. Frances Ive
trong khi dé lai suy sup ca thé chAt 1an tinh than.

Richard Negus khong thuyét phuc dugc Ida Gransbury nhin su
viéc gidng nhu 6ng, tir d4 ma quan hé gitta hai ngudi bat dau
cang thang. DAn lang, do Harriet cAm dAu, tiép tuc quiy pha
Patrick va Frances Ive. Ho ngay dém gao rong nhitng 10i 1én an tir
bén ngoai nha muc vu. Ida tiép tuc kién nghi nha tho tudc vai tro
muc st quan nhiém ctia Patrick, dudi 6ng khéi nha thd va lang



Great Holling.

ROi thdm kich xay ra: khong chiu ndi nhuc nhi, Frances Ive
udng thudc doc dé két thuc nhitng chudi ngay kho s& cta ba.
Chong ba phat hién ra va 1ap tic biét dd qua mudn. Goi bac si
Flowerday chang ich gi. Khong thé citu dugc Frances nita roi.
Patrick Ive biét 6ng s& khong sdng ndi véi su can rit va dau kho,
vi vy Ong cling 1ay di mang séng cia minh.

Ida Gransbury khuyén dan lang nén khoan dung, cadu nguyén
cho linh hon tdi 16i ctia Patrick va Frances Ive, tuy nhién c6 cho
rang Chia khé ma dung thi¥ cho ho.

Harriet Sippel thiy khong can thiét dé chda nhung tay vao
chuyén ndy. BA ndi véi ddm ngudi vé hua rang vo chong Ive phai
bi thiéu ddt vinh vién dudi hoa nguc va nhw vay la xiing dang.

Vai thang sau cai chét cia vo chong Ive, Richard Negus huy
hon wdc vdi Ida Gransbury va roi khoi Great Holling. Nancy
Ducane bd 1én London, va ¢ gai gitup viéc tung tin don nham
cling bién mat khoi lang.

Trong khi d4, Charles v Margaret Ernst dén lang va bat dau
tiép quan nha muc vu. Ho nhanh chéng trd thanh ban cra bac si
Ambrose Flowerday, ngudi dd mién cudng ké cho ho biét toan bo
tan tham kich. Ong bao ho rang Patrick Ive - di1 ¢4 IAm lac thAm
si mé Nancy Ducane hay khong - la ngu0i rong lugng va nhan
tir nhat va khong ddng 1a bia miéng chut nao ca.

Chinh tir “bia miéng” ma 6ng dung da goi v cho Margaret
Ernst khac bai tho 1én bia md. Charles Ernst chong lai y twdng dé
vi khong mudn khiéu khich dan lang, nhung Margaret van kién



quyét gitt 1ap trudng rang nha thd Holly Saints phai thé hién suw
hau thuan d6i véi Patrick va Frances Ive. “Em con mudn gay ra
diéu gl dé té hai hon cho Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury chi
khiéu khich thi d& nham nho gi,” b ndéi. va, ddng vay, khi thot
ra cau do, y nghi giét nguoi di c6 trong ddu ba du dé chilay
nghi ch¥ khong phai 1a y dinh pham t0i.

K& xong ciu chuyén, Margaret Ernst roi vao im lang. Mai mot
hoi, cd hai chiing t6i khong ndi nang gi ca.

Cudi cung, tdi ndi: “T6i dd hiéu vi sao ba cung cip cho t6i cai
tén ctla Nancy Ducane khi t6i hoi ai 14 ngudi cd thé cd dong ca.
Nhung ba 4y c6 cin thiét phai giét Richard Negus khong? Ong ta
da rut lai sy hau thuln ddi v6i Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury
ngay khi 6ng nghi ngd su gian dbi cda co gai gitup viéc.”

“Toi chi biét minh cdm thay thé nao néu & vao dia vi cua
Nancy,” ba Margaret noi. “Liéu t6i cé tha thi cho Richard Negus
khong? Khong dau. T6i sé khong tha thit. Néu 6ng ta khong xac
nhin nhitng 16i dbi trd cua Harriet va co gai giup viéc thi Ida
Gransbury cé thé da khong tin nhitng thit v van ma ho phun ra.
Co ba ké da gidng tréng, khoi 1én con thu hin doi vdi vo chong
Ive tai Great Holling. Ba ké dé 1a Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va
Richard Negus.”

“Con cd giup viéc?”



“Ambrose Flowerday khong tin cd ta cd ac y khi khdi xuwdng cai
ma c0 ta da khai xudng. Co ta rd rang kho sd ngay khi trong lang
bat dau nghi x4u vé vg chong Ive.”

Toi chau may, khong théa min. “Nhung titr quan diém cda
mot Nancy Ducane giét ngudi - thuan tay 1a 1y luin thoi day -
néu ba ay da khong dung thit cho Richard Negus, nguti sau do
d3 nhan ra 16i lAm ctia minh, vay c§ sao lai dung thi cho ¢ kia,
ngudi dau tién tung ra 16i doi tra?”

“CO 18 ba 4y s@ khong dung thir,” Margaret Ernst ndi. “Co 1& ba
ay s& giét not cbd giup viéc. Toi khong biét s0 phan co ta di dén
dau nhung Nancy Ducane cd thé biét ddy. C6 thé ba iy s& san
lung va giét ndt cd nay. Sao thé? Mat 6ng sao xam ngoét vay?”

“Tén... tén c6 gai tung tra 151 néi doi 13 gi vay?” t6i 1ap bap ma
long e rang minh d3a biét cAu tra 15i. “Khdng, khong, khong thé
nao,” giong ndi trong dau toi cat 1én, “nhung cd sao lai khong
thé.”

“Jennie Hobbs. Ong Catchpool, 6ng cé 6n khdng vay? Trong
6ng khong khoe chut nao ca.”

“Ong 4y noi dung! Co ta dang gip nguy.”

“Ong ay la ai?”

“La Hercule Poirot. Ong ta ludon luén ddang. Sao lai nhu vay
duoc nhi?”

“Sao Ong co vé cay cu thé? Ong mong 6ng ta sai sao?”

“Khong. Khong phai dau.” T6i thd dai. “Toi chi thay lo cho suw
an toan cda Jennie néu gia thiét c6 ta hdy con séng.”



“T6i hiéu. Cling la that.”

“La gi co?”

Margaret thd dai. “Bat chap tat ca nhitng gi toi ndi, toi thay
khd ma tin cd ai dé gdp nguy ti phia Nancy. Du c¢6 hay khong cé
dong co, toi van khong tin ba 4y 1a hung thd. Chuyén dé nghe
khong thuin... ngudi ta khong thé giét ngudi néu khong dam
minh trong nhitng th kinh di va khé chiu, 6ng nghi ding
khong?”

TOi gat dau.

“Nancy thi lai thich vui nhon, thich cai dep, thich su thoai
mai va thich yéu. Tat ca nhitng th® vui vé. €6 ta chang mudén
day dua véi nhitng cong viéc xau xa ctia mot ké sat nhan dau.”

“Néu khoéng phai Nancy thi 1a ai?” Toi héi. “Ong cu say xin
Walter Stoakley thi sao? La cha ctia Frances Ive, ong ta cling co
dong co 16n vay. Néu 6ng ta bo nhau vai ngay, viéc giét ba ngudi
biét ddu khong phai 1a § ngoai tam tay ong ta?”

“Walter khong c6 kha nang bé nhau tham chi trong mot gio.
TOi cd thé cam doan vdi 6ng day, 6ng Catchpool, Walter Stoakley
khong phai 13 nguoi 6ng tim kiém. Ong thay roi d, khong gidng
Nancy Ducane, ong ta khong bao gi0 trach cl Harriet, Ida va
Richard vé nhitng gi Frances da gap phai. Ong ta chi tu trach
minh thoi.”

“Do ruou u?”

“Phai. Walter Stoakley chinh Ia ngudi ma Walter Stoakley
quyét giét sau khi mat con gii. va tdéi doan 6ng ta cling sap
thanh céng dén noi roi.”



“C6 thé nao viéc Frances tu tir 1a do 16i ctia 6ng ta?”

“Walter xua nay von khdéng séng & Great Holling. Ong ta
chuyén dén day dé & gin noi yén nghi ctia Patrick va Frances.
Ong s& khd tin ndi khi thiy dng ta nhw hién nay, nhung trudc
khi Frances chét, Walter Stoakley 13 mdt nha kinh dién xuit
ching, hiéu trudng trudng Saviour thudc Pai hoc Cambridge. P
la noi Patrick Ive da dugc dao tao lam thay tu. Patrik khong co
cha me. Ong ta mo6 c6i tir tdm bé, va Walter dd nhan nudi 6ng
kiéu nhu ngudi gidm hd. Jennies Hobbs, khi d6 chi mdi mubdi
bay tudi, 12 ngudi don phong & trudng. €6 1a ngudi don phong
gidi nhat trudng Saviour, vi vy Walter Stoakley da sip xép dé co
ta chdm s6c phong ctia Patrick Ive. ROi Patrick Ive 1ay Frances
Stoakley, con gai ctia Walter, va khi ho chuyén dén nha muc vu
cia nha thd Holly Saints, Jennie cling di theo ho. Ong hiéu roi
chr?”

TOi git dau. “Walter Stoakley tu trdch minh da ghép Patrick
Ive va Jennie Hobbs vao nhau. Gid nhu Patrick Ive va Frances
dirng dem Jennie theo ho vé Great Holling thi c6 ta di khong cé
dip dua ra 151 néi ddi khting khiép, dan dén cai chét ctia ho.”

“va tdi khong phai danh ca cudc ddi canh gitt mdt nAm mo dé
dam bao khong ai pha phach nd.”

“Ai c6 thé 1am modt diéu nhu vay?” tdi héi. “Harriet Sippel
chang? Y toi 1a truwdc khi ba ta bi giét.”

“0, khong, vii khi ctia Harriet 14 cai ludi tAm ddc cua ba ta chi
khong phai ddi tay. BA ta chang doi ndo di phd md. Khong, dé 1a
mAy g con do tré tudi & trong lang. C& so sénh ra 1 ching pha.



Khi Patrick va Frances mat, ching con 13 tré con, nhung chiing
da bi cha me nhoi nhét. Ong ma hdi bat c ai & day, ngoai trir toi
va Ambrose Flowerday ra, ho s& néi véi 6ng rang Patrick Ive 13 ké
xau xa, rang ong Ay da cling vo tién hanh ta thuat. Téi nghi, thoi
gian tréi qua, hau hét bon ho cang tin tudng diéu dé hon. Ho
budc phai vay, dung khong éng nhi? Ho phai nhu thé néu khong
ho s@ tu cAm ghét minh cling sdu sac chang kém gi t6i cAm ghét
ho.”

C6 mdt diéu ma t6i muodn lam sang to. “Co phai Richard Negus
cat d@t quan hé véi Ida Gransbury vi cd ta ci tiép tuc t6 giac
Patrick Ive sau khi 6ng da nhan thdc ra moi viéc? C6 phai sau
cong bb ctia Nancy tai King’s Head 6ng ta mdi htiy hon uwdc?”

MOt biéu hién ky la thodng qua khuén mat Margaret Ernst. Ba
nodi: “Cai ngady hom dé & King’s Head 1a su khéi dau cta...” roi ba
khung lai va ndi trd di. “Phai. Ong ta khong chiu dung dugc nita
st khang khang phi ly ctia Ida trong cong cudc bao vé ditc hanh
cta cd ta va Harriet.”

Khuon mat ba Margaret chgt nhw ddng lai. T6i c6 cAm giac ba
ta vira quyét dinh khong néi ra diéu gi d6 quan trong.

“BA c6 ndi Frances dung thudc doc,” toi ndi. “Bang cich nio?
Ba Ay kiém nd dau ra? va Patrick Ive da chét ra sao?”

“Theo cling cach: uéng thudc ddc. Chic dng chua nghe néi vé
Abrin dau nhi?”

“Qua that toi chua nghe.”

“NG trich xuAt tir mot loai cAy cé tén 1a cAy dau hong, rat pho
bién & vung nhiét ddi. Frances Ive kiém dugc nhiéu lo chira chat



nay tu dau dé.”

“Xin 10i, nhung néu hai ngudi dung cung loai thudc doc va
dugc phat hién & bén nhau thi lam sao ngudi ta xac dinh
Frances tu sat trudc roi Patrick lam theo sau, khi phat hién vg
chét?”

Margaret trong cé vé canh gidc. “Ong sé khong thuét lai cho
bat ¢ ai & Great Holling ch? Chi vdi nhitng ngudi & Scotland
Yard tai London tho6i?”

“vang.” Téi quyét dinh rang, vi muc dich hién nay, Hercule
Poirot cling duoc coi 1a ngudi ctia Scotland Yard.

“Frances Ive dé lai mot 14 thu cho chdng trudc khi tu sat,” ba
Matgaret néi. “Thw don gidn néi rang b mong dng tiép tuc séng
khong cé ba. Patrick cling dé lai mot 14 thu...” Ba dirng lai.

T6i cho doi.

MOt lic sau, ba ndi: “Hai 14 thu cho ching ta biét trinh tu cac
sur kién.”

“Cac 14 thuw d6 ra sao r6i?”

“Toi htty chiing ro6i. Ambrose Flowerday dwa chiing cho t6i, va
tdi d3 quang chting vao 1ra.”

Loi thd nhin nay khién toi sttng sot. “Vi ly do qudi quy gi ba
lai lam nhu vay?” t6i hoi.

“T6i...” Margaret Ernst khut khit, quay mat di. “T6i khong
biét,” ba cirng cdi ndi.

Chiac chan bi ta biét, tdi thAm nhl. Cdi miéng mim chit cla
ba da ndi rd ba khdng cd vy dinh ndi thém 101 nao vé chu dé nay.



Néu tdi c hoi tdi thi cling chi t6 cing cd thém quyét tAm gidu
giém cha ba.

T6i ddng day dé dudi do6i chan lic nay di trd nén té cltng. “Ba
noi dung,” t6i ndi. “Bay gid, khi toi da biét cAu chuyén vé Patrick
va Frances Ive, tdi qua thit mudn trao doi v4i bac si Ambrose
Flowerday. Ong ta & trong lang nay vao lic cau chuyén dé dién
ra. Con b3, du cau chuyén ctia ba c6 dang tin cich may...”

“Khong dugc. Ong da hira vdi toi.”

“T6i rdt mudn hdi dng ta vé Jennie Hobbs chang han.”

“T6i cd thé ké 6ng nghe vé Jennie. dng mudn biét gl ndo? Hinh
nhu ca Patrick 1an Frances Ive déu cho rang c6 ta 1a khong thé
thiéu. Ho rdt quy mén cb ta. TAt cd moi nguoi déu nghi cb ta
diém dam, 18 phép, kha 13 v6 hai, cho dén khi c6 ta dua ra 10i néi
ddi thAm hiém. C4 nhan t6i khong tin ai dé tirng dung di*ng mot
161 ndi doi kiéu nay cé thé 1a vo hai trong phan con lai cia cudc
doi. va cd ta cd nhitng v tudng vuot qua dia vi cia minh. Cach
ndi ning cta cd ta da thay doi.”

“Thay d6i ra sao?”

“Ambrose ndi cd ta thay doéi rat dét ngdt. HOm nay cd ta noéi
theo kiéu ngudi gitip viéc, hdm sau cd ta lai ndi bang giong diéu
lich thiép hon han, ma lai rat chuin nita.”

Va véi cau trdc nglt phdp chuin nita chi, t6i thAm nghi. 0i,
mong dirng ai m& miéng. Ba cai miéng, mdi cai ngdm mot chiéc
khuy mang-xét c6 khac chit & mat trong: chuin vé mat ngit
phdp. Chét tiét that, cd trong chuyén nay Poirot cé 1& cling da
dung.



“Ambrose néi rang Jennie ddi giong 13 nhai theo Patrick va
Frances Ive. C4 hai déu 1a ngudi cd hoc va dn néi chuan muc.”

“Ba Margaret, xin cho tdi biét su’ that: Tai sao ba lai kién quyét
khong cho toi tro chuyén vdi Ambrose Flowerday? C6 phai ba s¢
6ng ta tiét 16 diéu gi d6 ma ba khong mudn cho toi biét?”

“Trao ddi véi Ambrose sé chang gidp gi dudc cho 6ng, ma lai 13
tré ngai 16n doi véi dng ta.” Margaret néi chic nich. “Nhung tdi
cho phép 6ng khting bo cudc sdng cia moi dan lang ma 6ng gap.”
BA mim cudi nhung 4nh mat danh lai. “Ho d3 s¢ 1dm roi -
nhitng ké cé téi dang bi thi tiéu tirng ngudi mot, va su tham
trong 1ong ho han phai biét rang ho cd téi - nhung ho s& con sg
hon néu ho nghe 6ng néi, bang v kién chuyén gia cta dng, rang
hung tht1 s&€ khong ngoi nghi cho dén khi tat ca nhitng ai gdp
phan hay hoai vo chong Patrick va Frances Ive déu bi 16i xuong
ho sau ruc 1ra ctia dia nguc.”

“Ndi vay thi cuc doan qua,” tdi noi.

“TOi ¢ 6c hai hudc, khong chinh thong. Charles thuong than
phién nhu vdy. T6i chua tirng ndi vdi 6ng ay, nhung toi khong
tin cé thién dang va dia nguc. O, t6i tin 14 cod Chuda chi, nhung
khong phai bitc Chtia ma ching ta nghe van nghe truyén tung
qué nhiéu.”

Han trong tdi rat sdt rudt. Toi khong thich tranh luan vé tdn
gido, tdi mudn trd vé London cang sém cang tot dé ké cho Poirot
nhitng gi toi phat hién duoc.

B3 Margaret ndi tiép: “Di nhién chi c6 mot bitc Chiia ma thoi,
nhung t6i khong gidy phudt ndo tin rang ngudi muén chung ta



mu quang tudn theo nhitng luat 1&. chua cling khéng mudn
ching ta x té vdi nhitng ngudi that thé.” BA mim cudi vdi vé Am
ap hon. “T6i nghi Chta cling nhin thé gidi nhu cach t6i nhin,
ch hoan toan khong theo cach cta Ida Gransbury. Ong cé cong
nhan khong?”

T6i Am ' cho qua chuyén.

“Nha th¢ day rang chi cé chtia méi dugc quyén phan xét,” ba
Margaret néi. “Tai sao Ida Gransbury sung tin lai khéng nhic
diéu do cho Harriet Sippel va ddm nguoi vé hua theo ba ta?
Muon thé hién minh 13 miu muc cda tinh thanh thién Co bdc
thi phai biét tudn tht nhitng gido huan co ban ch®.”

“T6i thay ba van con gian dit vé chuyén dé.”

“T6i s& con gidn dit cho dén ngdy nham mat, 6ng Catchpool a.
Nhitng ké nhiéu t6i dang nhdn danh dao dic ma hanh ha
nhitng ké it t6i hon - d4 1a diéu ciing dang gidn 1dm chit.”

“Pao durc gia qua 13 diéu xau xa,” toi dong tinh.

“Hon nita, ta ¢ thé 1ap ludn rang chang cé gi 13 sai trai néu
thuc su yéu mot ngudi nao dé.”

“T6i khdng chic diéu dé dau. véi mot ngudi da 1ap gia dinh...”

“0, hon nhan 13 v& van!” BA Margaret nhin 1én cic bitc tranh
trén bo tuong phong khach va ndéi truc tiép véi ching: “Em xin
16i, Charles, anh yéu, nhung néu hai ngudi yéu nhau thi du nha
tho cé thay bat tién thé nao, du diéu dé cd di nguoc lai luat phap
di nita thi... vang, tinh yéu van c 1 tinh yéu, ddng khong anh?
Em biét anh khong thich nghe em ndi vay.”



Ca tdi cling khong thich. “Tinh yéu cé thé giy ra hang dong
rac roi,” toi noéi. “Néu Nancy Ducane dirng yéu Patrick Ive thi gid
day t6i d3 khong cd ba 4n mang phai diéu tra.”

“That v§ van.” Margaret nhin miii véi t6i. “Chinh hin thu 1am
ngudi ta bi giét, dng Catchpool a, chir ndo phai tinh yéu. Khong
bao gid' 1a tinh yéu ca. Xin 6ng hiy nhin hop 1y.”

“T6i ludn tin rang nhitng luit 18 ha khic nhat chinh 1 nhitng
thir thach cho tinh cach,” toi ndi vdi ba.

“Phai, nhung 1a th thach tinh cach nao ctia ching ta co ch?
Nhe da u? Hay ngu mudi? Kinh Thanh, cung tit ca nhitng lut 1é
trong do, chi don gian 1a mot cudn sach viét ra bdi mot hay
nhidu ngudi. L& ra nd phai mang mo6t dong phé, thé hién mot
cach ndi bat: ‘Loi ctia Chuda, do con ngudi bép méo va xuyén tac.”

“TO1 phai di day,” t6i noi, caAm thay khong thodi mai trudc
budc chuyén ctia cudc trd chuyén. “T6i phai vé London. CAm on
ba da danh thdoi gian gitp dF toi. Nhitng gi ba lam that vo gia.”

“Xin 6ng th@ 16i cho,” ba Margaret néi khi tién tdi ra ctra
trwdc. “Toi khong thudng ndi ra suy nghi cia minh mot cach
huych toet nhu thé, ngoai trirt v4i Ambrose va Charles-trén-
tuong.”

“Vy thi t6i cAm thay rat vinh hanh,” toi noi.

“TOi di trai cd cudc doi tudn theo hau hét cic luat 1é trong
cudn sach cli bui bam, 6ng Catchpool a. Chinh vi vy ma3 t6i biét
dé 13 mot viéc ngu xuin. Khi nhitng ngudi yéu nhau quang
nhitng 16i ran de theo lan gié va gap g& nhau khi Ié ra khong nén
gap... thi toi thdy ngudng mo ho! Cho du ké giét Harriet Sippel 1a



ai, t6i thay ngudng mo ngudi dd. Toi khong cudng dugce. biéu dé
khong cé nghia téi dung thir cho viéc giét nguoi. Khong dau. Gid
thi dng di di... trwdc khi toi trd nén 1am 181 hon.”

Trong lic tan bd vé King’s Head, t6i thAm nghi day 1a mot cudc
trd chuyén ky la, cé thé dan ta dén bat c¥ dau. Thuong thi ta sé
ket lai cach diém xuit phat dén hang dim ma chang cd may
may V tudng lam cach ndo dé quay vé. Nhitng 18i cila Margaret
Ernst van vang vang trong tai trong khi tdi rao budc: “Du diéu dé
c¢6 di nguoc lai luat phap thi tinh yéu van c 1a tinh yéu, ding
khong anh?”

Pén King’s Head, t6i 1én 1au dé& thu x&p hanh 1y, cAm cui budc
qua mot Walter Stoakley dang ngdy ran va mot Victor Meakin
dang hau hau soi moi.

Toi bat chuyén tau sém nhat di London va han hoan 1am mot
dong tac gia t Great Holling khi doan tau ra khoi ga. Du vui
murng roi khéi ngdi lang nay, t6i van wdc minh cé thé tro chuyén
vdi 6ng bac sT Ambrose Flowerday. Poirot s& néi gi day khi t6i ké
cho dng vé 15i hita v8i Margaret Ernst? Ong sé& ché bai, chic chan
roi, va ndi cau gi do vé tinh trong danh du dién r6 ctia ngudi
Anh. Va chic chan tdi sé trd mat ra, li nhi nhitng 15i xin 16i thay
vi noi ra y kién thuc cia minh, theo dé ta sé 1ay dugc nhiéu
théng tin hon néu biét tén trong wdc nguyén cua ngudi ndi. Hay



dé ho nghi ta khong ép ho ndi diéu ho biét va, thudng xuyén dén
dang ngac nhién, ho s tu nguyén dem dén cho ta dich xac
nhitng cau tra 16i ma ta tim.

TOi biét Poirot s& ché trach nhung quyét dinh s& mac ké ong.
Néu Margaret Ernst cé thé khéng déng y vdi Chua, thi viéc tdi
thinh thoang bat déng vdi Poirot cling 1a hoan toan binh thutng
thdi. Néu 6ng mudn tham van bdc si Flowerday thi dng hiy tu
dén Great Holling ma gip ong ta.

T6i hy vong diéu dd 1a khong can thiét. Nancy Ducane 13 nguoi
ma ching t6i can tip trung vao. Viéc nay va viéc c’u mang
Jennie nita, néu chura 13 qua mudn. Tdi cAm thay day can rat vi
dd bac bo kha nang gap nguy cda cd ta. Néu ching toi xoay x&
cu dugc cb ta thi cong dau thudc vé Poirot. Néu chung tbi pha
dugc vu 4n & khach san Bloxham thi céng dau cling thudc vé
Poirot not. Chinh thitc ma ndi, & Scotland Yard, toi s& dugc ghi
cong, nhung ai ai cling biét dé 1a thanh twu cia Poirot ch khong
phai cda t6i. That ra, chinh vi cac sép ctia toi biét cd Poirot tham
gia pha 4n ma ho mdi dé cho tdi - hay néi ding hon 1a cho 6ng
ban ngudi Bi cua tdi — duoc toan quyén xoay x&. Chinh Hercule
Poirot lirng danh mdi 1a nguoi duoc ho Uty thac chir khéng phai
tOi.

TOi bat dAu phin van, khong biét t6i thich minh thAat bai
nhung hoan toan dua vao nang luc cua tdi, hay thich thanh
cong chi nho vao sy tham gia cia Poirot... va tdi d3 cdm thay
budn ngu trude khi kip di dén két luan.

T6i c6 mot gidc mo - gidc mao dau tién khi di tau - trong mo



t6i bi moi ngudi quen biét quy két cho mot téi nao d6 ma toi
khong lam. Trong mo, t6i thay rd ranh ranh ndm md ctia chinh
minh, véi tén tdi khac trén bia thay cho tén cta Patrick va
Frances Ive, cung vdi bai sonnet vé “bia miéng” & bén dudi. Trén
mat dat canh ngbdi md cé mdt d&nh kim loai, va trong thadm tam,
toi biét dd 1a chiéc khuy mang-xét ngdp mot phan trong dat co
khac tén viét tat cda tdi. Toi tinh day khi tau vao London, md hdi
wét sting va trai tim dap ron.



CHUONG 13
NANCY DUCANE

DI nhién tdi khong biét Poirot da biét khd ning c6 su tham gia
cia Nancy Ducane vao ba 4n mang. Khi tdi 1én tau tau thoat khai
Great Holling thi Poirot dang ban thu xép - véi su tru giup cta
Scotland Yard - mdt budi viéng thim ba Ducane tai nha nha
riéng.

Ong xoay x0 dat dugc viéc do trong cung ngay hom 4y, vdi vién
doi Stanley Beer di kém. MOt c6 hau tré deo tap dé ho bdt mé
canh ctra dan vao mot ngdi nha 1én, tudng trat vita phang phiu,
& khu Belgravia. Poirot doan 6ng sé duogc moi vao mot phong
khach rat dep va phai chd & dd dé duoc tiép kién. Ong ngac nhién
khi thdy Nancy Ducane d3 di*ng dgi san trong sanh, ngay dudi
chan cau thang.

“Ong Poirot phai khong a? Ong vao di. Toi thiy ong c6 dem
theo mdt canh sat. Phai néi rang diéu nay hoi bat thudng day.”

Stanley Beer phat ra mdt &m thanh trong cuéng hong, khudn
mait bong doé dir. Nancy Ducane 12 mdt phu nit dep khac thudng
v6i 1an da mau kem tron anh dao, mai téc sdm ruc rd, ddi mat



xanh siu tham véi cdp 16ng mi dai. BA trac bén muoi tudi. Trong
bd v phuc xanh tham twa nhu mau 16ng cong, trong ba rat phong
cach. b6 1a 1an duy nhat trong doi, Poirot khong phai 13 nhan vat
lich thiép nhAt trong mat nhitng ngudi hién dién.

“Rat han hanh duoc lam quen vdi ba, thua ba Ducane.” Ong
nghiéng minh. “T6i rat khAm phuc tai nang cta ba trong linh
vuc hoi hoa. Téi dd khd may man dugc xem vai bic hoa cia ba
trong cac cudc trién 1dm vai ndm gin day. B cé mot tii ning
hiém c6 vao bac nhat.”

“Cam on ong. Ong t& té€ qua. Bay giv, xin cac Ong trao lai 4o
khoac va non cho c6 Tabitha day, va ching ta sé tim noi nao do
thoai mai dé ngdi trd chuyén. Cac 6ng mudn dung tra hay ca phé
khong a?”

“Non, merci!”

“Vay xin hay di theo t6i.”

Ho di qua mdt phong khach nhé ma tdi chi thich nghe ké lai
ch khong muodn ngdi trong, vi Poirot ndi nd treo day nhitng bic
chan dung. TAt ca nhitng cip mat soi mdi dé trén tudng...

Poirot hdi cé phai tat ca déu 1a tic pham clia Nancy Ducane
khong.

“O khong,” ba dap. “chi rat it 13 caa t6i. T6i mua tranh ciing
nhiéu nhu vé tranh vay. Nghé thuit 13 dam mé cta t6i.”

“Cling 1a mot trong nhitng dam mé cta toi,” Poirot noi.

“Néu chi ngdm nhitng bitc hoa cia minh théi thi ngudi ta s@
cd don dén khong thé chiu ndi. T6i luén nghi khi treo tranh clia



hoa si khdc thi cling giong nhu t6i c6 thém modt nguoi ban tot
nita trén tuwdng nha.”

“D’accord. Ba khai quat that ngan gon, thua ba.”

Khi moi ngudi d3 ngdi xuéng, Nancy néi: “Toéi di thang vao
van dé nhé? Xin hoi diéu gi dua cac dng dén day vay? Ong noi
qua dién thoai rang éng mudn kham nha tdi. Xin éng c& tuy
tién, nhwng tai sao phai lam vay?”

“Chac ba d3 doc trén bdo, thua ba. €6 ba vi khach ctia khach
san Bloxham bi giét chét vao toi th nam qua.”

“Tai khach san Bloxham u?” Nancy pha 1én cu®i. R6i khudn
mat ba chgt sa sAm. “Oi trdi, 6ng ndi cd nghiém tdc khong day?
Nhitng ba ngudi u? Ong cé chic khdong vay? Bloxham 13 mot
chén cao cap, tdi luén dinh ninh nhu thé. Tdi khéng thé hinh
dung & dd lai cé an mang.”

“Vay ra ba biét khach san d6?”

“0 vang. Toi thudng dén do dung tra chiéu. Ong quan ly
Lazzari rat dé mén. Ho ndi tiéng nhd mén banh nudng. Ong biét
ddy, ngon nhat London nay. T6i xin 10i...” Ba khung lai. “Toi
khong dinh ba hoa vé bdnh nudng néu qua thuc da cé ba ngudvi
chét. That khiing khiép. Tuy vay tdi khong ro toi lién quan gi dén
chuyén do?”

“Ba chua doc vé cac 4&n mang do trén bao chi?” Poirot hoi.

“Chua.” Miéng Nancy Ducane chgt mim lai. “Téi khong doc
bdo va khong dat bdo tai nha. Bdo chi chi toan dua nhitng
chuyén bat hanh, ma t6i thi cd tranh ching toi da.”



“Cho nén ba khong biét tén ctia ba nan nhéan bi giét?”

“Khdéng. Ma toi cling chang mudn biét nita.” Nancy nhun vai.

“TOi e phai noi cho ba biét du ba muon hay khoéng. Tén cda ho
la Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus.”

“0 khong, khong, 6ng Poirot!” Nancy bit miéng bang ban tay.
Ba khong ndi nang gi trong sudt mot phut dai. ROt cudc ba 1én
tiéng: “Khong phai la chuyén dua ch? Lam on ndi vdi toi do 1a
chuyén dua di.”

“Khong phai 13 chuyén dua. To6i rat tiéc da lam ba khong vui,
thura ba.”

“pidu 1am t6i khong vui 13 nghe nhic dén nhitng cai tén doé.
Ho song hay chét tdi chang mang, mién 1a t6i khong phai suy
nghi gi vé ho. Ong biét day, ta luén c6 tranh nhitng dau buodn,
nhung khong phai lic nao cling thanh coéng, va... toi cam ghét
su budn dau hon ai hét.”

“cudc doi ba han c6 nhiéu budn dau 1am nhi?”

“To61 khong mudén ban luin chuyén riéng tu cua t6i.” Nancy
quay ngoat di.

Poirot khong tién néi ra rang diéu 6ng mudn hoan toan trai
nguoc véi dieu ba mudn. Th hip din nhit d6i vdi 6ng 1a cdm
xUc riéng tu, cé thé khong bao gi®? 1ap lai, cia mot ngudi xa la.

Thay vao do6 6ng noéi: “Vay ta hiy trd lai vdi cudc diéu tra ctia
canh sat ma vi thé t6i c6 mat ¢ day. Ba thay tén ctia ba nan nhan
dd cé quen thudc khong?”

Nancy gat dau. “Toi tirng song tai mot ngdi lang tén 13 Great



Holling & Thung lting Culver. Ong khong biét né d4u. Chang ai
biét ca. Harriet, Ida va Richard la lang giéng cta t6i. T nhiéu
nam nay, tdi khong gap hay nghe tin tic gi vé ho. Ké tir nam
1913, khi tdi chuyén 1én London. C6 that 14 ho bi giét khong?”

“Tai khach san Bloxham u? Nhung ho dén dé lam gi? Ho dén
London lam gi ch?”

“pd 13 mot trong rat nhiéu cdu hoi ma tdi chwa cd 16i giai,”
Poirot ndi.

“vo 1y qud, sao ho lai bi giét?” Nancy bat diy khaéi ghé, bat dau
di qua lai gitta canh ctra va bitc tuong & mé xa. “Ngudi duy nhat
cé thé 1am viéc d6 thi lai khéng lam.”

“Nguoi do 1a ai vay?”

“0, xin c mac tdi.” Nancy quay lai ghé cia ba va ngdi xudng.
“Toi xin 10i. Tin cGia dng khién t6i bi s6c, 6ng biét day. Téi khong
gitip gi duoc Ong. Va... t6i khong dinh tho 15, nhung t6i mudn
ong rdi khoi day ngay.”

“Cé phai ba cho minh 14 ngudi duy nhat cd thé gy ra ba an
mang, thura ba? va ba da khong lam viéc d6?”

“T6i... khong...” Nancy néi rat chAm, mat b ddo quanh cin
phong. “A, t6i hiéu 6ng muén ndi gi roi. Ong nghe duogc cau
chuyén nao do6 va 6ng nghi toi chinh 1a hung thu. bé 1a ly do 6ng
muon kham nha t6i. Nay nhé, toi khong giét ai ca. Ong c viéc
suc sao thoai mai di, 6ng Poirot. Hiy bao Tabitha dan 6ng xem
tirng phong mdt. C6 nhidu phong 1am day, dng sé bd sét phong
nao dé néu khong ai dan dudng.”



“Cam on ba.”

“Ong s& khong thiy thit gi cé thé budc tdi dugc tdi dau vi
chang cd gi d&€ ma tim ca. T6i mong 6ng chéng rdi khdi day! Ong
lam to6i khé chiu qua.”

Stanley Beer dirng day. “Pé t6i 1am cho,” anh ta néi. “Xin cam
on ba da hop tac, thua ba Ducane.” Anh ta roi khoi phong, khép
clra lai.

“Ong thong minh 1&m, dung khong?” Nancy Ducane néi véi
Poirot c* nhu dd 13 mot khuyét diém ctia 6ng vay. “Moi ngudi
déu noi thé. Téi nhin mat dng 12 biét ngay.”

“Ouli, nguoi ta nghi toi cd mot bd oc siéu viét.”

“Ong ndi nghe ngao man that diy. Theo thién y cia t6i, mot
bd 4c siéu viét chang 13 gi ca néu khong di kém mot trai tim siéu
viét.”

“Naturellement. La nhitng nguoi yéu nghé thuat, ching ta

phai tin diéu dé. Nghé thuat gan véi trai tim va tdAm hon nhiéu
hon 1a bd 6c.”

“Toi cling nghi vay,” Nancy diu giong. “Ong biét day, ong
Poirot, d6i mat dng... ching con hon ca théng minh nita kia.
Chung khén ngoan. Chuing Ui lai rat xa xdm. Ong khong hiéu tdi
dang ndi gi ddu, nhung dung la viy. Ching s& trong rat tuyét
trén mot birc hoa, mic du toi s& chang ddi ndo v& 6ng vi 6ng da
mang ba cai tén dang so d6 vao nha t6i.”

“That dang tiéc.”

“T6i trach dng ddy,” Nancy thang thirng néi. Ba siét hai ban



tay. “O, c 18 t6i cling nén ndi cho dng biét. Ban ndy tdi qua da
nht thAm rang néu cé ké nio giét Harriet, Ida va Richard thi 1&
ra ké dé phai 1a t6i, nhung, nhu 6ng di nghe roi day, to6i khong
lam viéc dé. Vi vay toi khong hiéu diéu gi cé thé da dién ra.”

“Ba ghét ho 1am nhi?”

“Ghé tdm ho. Cau cho ho chét di song lai. Oi troi!” Nancy chot
bung ddi ma. “Ho da chét that chwa? Toi nghi 1 ra minh phai
xuc dong hay nhe nhdm. T6i muodn vui mung vé chuyén do,
nhung lai khong vui dugc khi nghi vé Harriet, Ida va Richard. €6
phai 13 trd tréu 1am khong?”

“Tai sao ba ghét ho?”

“T6i s& khong ban ludn chuyén nay.”

“Thura ba, toi s& khong hoi néu khong phai 13 can thiét.”

“Du vay, toi van khong muon tra 16i.”

Poirot th& dai. “Ba & dau toi th® nam tuan roi trong khoang tu
7 gio'15 dén 8 gig?”

Nancy chau may. “T6i khéng nhd gi ca. T6i con khong nhé noi
viéc gi cAn phai 1am trong tuin nay nita 1a. 0, doi da. Thi* nam,
phai roi. Téi dang & bén kia dudng, tai nha c6 ban Louisa cua toi.
Louisa Wallace. Toi vira vé xong chan dung c6 ta nén mang nd
dén do va & lai dung bita toi. Hinh nhw t6i & dd tlr 6 giv cho dén
gAn 10 gi®. ThAm chi t6i c4 thé ngdi lai l1du hon nita néu St. John,
chong cta Louisa, khong hién dién ¢ dd. Anh ta 13 mdt gd hom
hinh kinh khtng. Louisa thi qua dé thuong, co dy khong c6 kha
ning nhan ra sai trdi cta ngudi khdc, chic 6ng ciing biét loai
ngudi ndy. €O ay thich nghi rang t6i va St. John cuc ky quy mén



nhau chi vi ca hai chung téi déu 1a hoa si, nhung t6i chiu khong
noi anh ta. Anh ta tin chic rang loai hinh nghé thuat ctia anh ta
uu viet hon cua toi, va ¢ hd ra Itc nao l1a lai noi tat vao mat toi
diéu dd. cha dé ctia anh ta 1a cd cdy va cd, anh ta vé& nhitng th
d4. Nhitng chiéc 14 gia cbi, u uat, nhitng con ca tuyét cd doi mat
lanh lung!”

“Ong ta 1a hoa si chuyén vé dong-thuc vat?”

“Toi chi quan tdm dén hoa si nao v& mat ngudi ma thoi,”
Nancy dat khodt néi. “Téi xin 16i, nhung ding 1a thé ddy. St.
John khang khing rang muén v& mot khudn mait thi phai ké
mot cau chuyén, va khi ta dp dat cau chuyén vao thi ta sé bop
méo dit-liéu-nhin. That 13 v& van! Ké chuyén thi cé gi 1a sai ha
troi?”

“Liéu St. John Wallace cé ké cho t6i cing cAu chuyén ma ba ké
lién quan dén toi th* ndm tudn réi?” Poirot héi. “Liéu 6ng ta cd
chiu x4c nhan rang ba & nha ho tir 6 gid dén gan 10 gio?”

“DI nhién. Théat 13 vo 1y, 6ng Poirot. Ong dang hoi t6i nhu hoi
tén sat nhan vay, ma t6i cd phai dau. Ai ndi vdi 6ng nhitng vu
giét nguoi dd 1a do tbi gy ra vay?”

“Co nguoi da thay ba tir khach san Bloxham chay ra ngoai
trong trang thai ban loan ngay sau 8 gi® toi. Trong khi chay, ba
danh roi hai chiéc chia khda. Ba cti xuéng nhat roi chay tiép.
Nhan chi*ng da nhan ra khudn mat ba trén bao va chi ra dich
xac danh hoa Nancy Ducane.”

“pidu dé khong thé ndo. Nhan chitng clia 6ng dd 1Am ngudi
roi. Ong c hoi St. John va Louisa Wallace di.”



“Toi sé hoi, thua ba. Bon. Gi¢ thi tdi c6 cau hoi khac cho ba
day: cai tén ho viét tat P1J, hay cd thé 14 PJI, c6 quen thudc véi ba
khong? €6 thé 13 ai dé & Great Holling?”

Khudn mat cila Nancy chot that sac. “Cé,” ba thi tho. “Patrick
James Ive. Ong ta tirng 1a muc sw quan nhiém.”

“Al Cai 6ng muc su chét bi tham c6 dung khoéng? Ca vg 6ng ta
nira?”

“Phai.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra cho ho vay?”

“T6i sé khong noi chuyén dé. Khong néi dau!”

“Piéu d6 cuc ky quan trong. Toi cau xin ba hay cho t6i biét.”

“TOI KHONG NOI!” Nancy hét 1én. “Tdi ¢ co ciing khong dugc.
Ong khong hiéu dau. Tdi khong nhic dén chuyén dé tir 1au 1am
roi, t6i...” Miéng ba md& roi khép trong vai gidy ma khong co 16i
nao thét ra. Khuén méat ba méo xéch vi dau dén. “Chuyén gi xay
ra cho Harriet, Ida va Richard vay?” ba hoi. “Ho bi giét nhu thé
nao?”

“Bang thudc doc.”

“0, khuing khiép qua! Nhung cfing that 1a dang.”

“Tai sao lai dang, thwa ba? Phai chang vi Patrick Ive va vg 6ng
ta cfing chét vi thudc doc?”

“T61 khong noi vé ho, toi da bao réil”

“¢’ Great Holling ba con biét c6 gii ndo tén 1a Jennie khéng?”

Nancy hon hén dat tay 1én cudng hong. “Jennie Hobbs. Tdi
khong cd gi dé ndi vé cd ta, khdng cd bt cit didu gi. birng hai tdi



thém cAu ndo nital” BA quét nwdc mat. “Tai sao ngudi ta c phai
dc nhu thé, ha dng Poirot? Ong cé hiéu didu dé khdng? Khong,
dirng tra 10i! Ta hay ban chuyén gi khac di, chuyén gi gitp 1én
tinh thin 3y. Ta hdy ban vé nghé thuat, vi ca t6i va 6ng déu yéu
nghé thuat.”

Nancy ding diy, budc dén mot birc chan dung 1én treo & bén
trai cra so. bd 1a chan dung mot ngudi dan dng véi mai téc den
phéng khodng, miéng rong va cam ché. Ong ta dang mim cudi.
Cd cdi vé ciia mot ngudi vui tinh.

“Cha tdi ddy,” Nancy noéi. “Albinus Johnson. C6 thé dng biét cai
tén nay.”

“Nghe quen lam, nhung tdi khong thé nhé ra ngay,” Poirot
nai.

“Ong mat cach day hai ndm. Lan cudi hai cha con gdp nhau la
khi tdi mudi chin tudi. Nay tdi d3 bdn muoi hai roi.”

“Xin thanh that chia buén.”

“Toi khong vé bitc dd. T6i khong biét ai vé va vé khi ndo. Khong
co chit ky va khong ghi ngay thang, vi vay tdi khong nghi nhiéu
vé ngudi va, di ngudi dd 13 ai - cé thé 14 mot hoa si nghiép du -
nhung... d6 1a nu cudi ctia cha t6i, va dé 1a ly do vi sao nd dugc
treo trén tudng. Gia nhw 6ng ay cudi nhiéu hon trong doi thue...”
Nancy ngat ngang va quay sang doi mit véi Poirot. “Ong thay
chua?” ba ndi. “St. John da sail Cong viéc cia nghé thuét 1a thay
nhitng chuyén dau thuong cé that bang nhitng sang tao vui vé
hon.”

Co tiéng gd cra manh roi vién doi Stanley Beer tai xuat hién.



Theo cich anh ta chi nhin dng, 14n tranh 4nh mat cia Nancy,
Poirot hiéu ngay da cé chuyén. “Téi da tim ra vai mdn, thua
ong.”

“Mon gi vay?”

“Hai chiéc chia khéa. Ching nam trong tdi chiéc 4o khoac
mau xanh dam cé cd tay bang 1d6ng. Cd gidp viéc néi nd thudc s@
hitu ctia ba Ducane.”

“Hai chia khda nao?” Nancy héi. “Pua toi xem. T6i khong bao
gi® bd chia khda trong tii 4o khodc. T6i c6 ngin kéo dé cit
chung.”

Beer van khong dam nhin ba. Thay vao d6, anh ta tién dén
chiéc ghé Poirot ngdi. Khi dén canh 6ng, anh ta xoe long ban tay
ra.

“Anh ta tim thay gi vay?” Nancy bon chon noi.

“Hai chiéc chia khéa cé khac s6 phong thudc vé khach san
Bloxham,” Poirot néi bang mot giong trinh trong. “Phong 121 va
phong 317.”

“Nhitng con s6 do cé v nghia gi lién quan dén t6i khong?”
Nancy hoi.

“Hai trong s6 cac 4n mang da dién ra trong cac phong dé, thua
ba: 121 va 317. Nhan ching thay ba chay khoi khach san Bloxham
vao dém an mang néi rang ba da danh roi hai chia khéa cé khic
sO bén trén: mot tram bao nhiéu d6 va ba tram bao nhiéu dé.”

“Qua 12 mot trung hop ky lal” Nancy pha 1én cudi. “O, 6ng
Poirot, dng cé chac 14 6ng thong minh khéng viy? chang 18 dng



khong thay diéu gi ngay trudc miii? Hay bo ria do sd kia da chan
mat tAm nhin cta éng réi? Co ai dé da gai toi vao tdi giét nguoi.
Chic chan 13 mot Am muu! T6i s& cé mot khoang thdi gian thu vi
1dm day dé tim hiéu xem ké d4 13 ai. Nhu ching ta déu biét, toi
khong trén dudng di dén gia treo cd dau.”

“Ai 1a ngudi co co hdi nhét cac chia khoa dé vao tai 4o cua ba
trong thoi gian tir thi? ndm qua dén hién nay?” Poirot hoi.

“Sao toi biét dugc chd? Bat ky ai di ngang qua tdi trén dudng,
t6i dAm ndi thé. T6i mac chiéc 4o khodc xanh dé kha thuong.
Ong biét day, chuyén nay hét sic vo 1y.”

“Xin ba hay giai thich.”

Trong khodnh khic ba cé vé chim ddm trong mo mang. Roi ba
hoi tinh lai va ndi: “Bat ky ai cam ghét Harriet, Ida va Richard du
dé giét ho... ngudi d6 hau nhw chic chan sé& cé 1gi néu d6 vay cho
tdi. VA y nhu rang han da gan cho tdi toi giét ngudi.”

“T6i ¢ phai bat gift ba 4y khong, thua dng?” Stanley Beer hoi
Poirot. “Toi dua ba ay vé don nhé?”

“0, dirng 16 bich thé ch®,” Nancy ngan ngadm noi. “T6i vira ndi
‘gdn cho toi tdi giét nguwdi’ 14 cac dng da 1ap tic nghi rang phai
lam nhw viy sao? Cac ong la canh sat hay con vet vay? Néu
mudn bat ai do, sao khong bat nhan chitng clia cac dng di. Biét
dau han khong chi 13 ké néi ldo ma con 13 hung tht? Cac éng da
nghi dén diéu dé chua? Cac 6ng phai bing qua dudng ngay tic
thi va nghe sy that tir St. John va Louisa Wallace. 6 1a cach duy
nhat dé két thuc cAu chuyén vé van nay.”

Mot cach kha khé nhoc, Poirot nhac minh, ditng 1én khoi ghé.



P4 13 loai ghé banh khdng thodi mai 1am cho nhitng ngudi cé
kich ¢& va thé trang nhu 6ng. “Chdng t6i s& lam diéu dé,
précisément,” 6ng ndi roi quay sang Stanley Beer: “Ong doi, ltc

nay ching ta chua bat bd ai ca. Thua ba, t6i khong tin ba gift lai
hai chiéc chia khda dé néu qua thuc ba da giét ngudi trong cac
phong 121 va 317 ctia khach san Bloxham. Tai sao ba khong thu
tiéu ching di ch?”

“Thi dd. T6i s& thu tiéu nd ngay co hoi dau tién, ding khong
nao?”

“TOi s€ gdp ong ba Wallace ngay sau day.”

“That ra, 6ng sé gap ngai Wallace va phu nhan,” Nancy ndi.
“Louisa thi khong quan tdm dau, nhung St. John sé khong tha
thit cho 6ng néu dng phét 10 twdc hiéu cia anh ta.”

Khong 1au sau do, Poirot da dirng canh Louisa Wallace trong khi
bd mé min ngdm nghia bic chan dung treo trén tudng phong
khach do Nancy Ducane vé ba.

“Ong xem nd c6 hoan hao khong?” ba thi thao. “Khong tén tao
ma ciing chang gidm khinh. véi 1an da dé va khudén mit tron
nhu toi thi luén cd nguy co bi gidng ba vg bac nong dan, nhung
khong hé. Trong tdi khong ndong thim, nhuwng rat hién hoa, toi
nghi thé. St. John dung tir ‘khoan thai’, mot ti* ma anh 4y chua
tirng dung dé néi vé tdi, nhung bitc hoa dd l1am anh iy bat ra ti



d4.” B cuoi thanh tiéng. “Co tuyét voi khong khi trén doi nay cé
mot nguoi tai nang nhw Nancy?”

Poirot dang cd chut kho khan trong viéc tap trung vao buc
hoa. Tuong duong véi cd giup viéc tap-dé-ho-bdt Tabitha, Louisa
Wallace cé mot co gidp viéc hau dau tén 1a Dorcas. C6 nay da hai
lan danh roi 4o khodc cua Poirot, mot 1an danh roi nén cua 6ng
ma con gidm lén.

Ngbi nha ctia vg chong Wallace cé thé 1a dep néu cé mot ché
do cai quan khac, nhung ngay hom dé Poirot thay nd con nhiéu
diéu chua hip din. Trir nhitng ban ghé niang bs tri hop 1y tua
vao tuodng, moi thit trong nha trong ¢ nhu vira bi con gié manh
quét qua, nam rai rac lung tung & nhitng vi tri rat bat tién. Poirot
khong chiu ndi sy bira bii, né ngin tré é6ng suy nghi mach lac.

Sau khi nhat 4o kho4c va chiéc nén rdm ré ciia déng, Dorcas lui
ra, dé lai Poirot mdt minh véi Louisa Wallace. Stanley Beer dang
& lai nha cia Nancy Ducane dé hoan tit viéc kham xét cac
phong. Ngai-Quy-phdi cling khong c6 mat & day, nghe dau sang
hém doé 6ng phai vé dién trang nong thon cda gia dinh. Poirot
nhan ra vai “chiéc 14 gia cdi, u uat va nhitng con ca tuyét cé doi
mat lanh ling” - nhu cich néi clia Nancy - treo trén tudng. Ong
tw hdi khong biét nhitng bic tranh dd cd phai 1a tAc phAm cuda St.
John Wallace hay khong.

“Toi xin 161 6ng vé Dorcas,” Louisa néi. “co bé 4y mdi nhan
viéc. CO ta 1a ¢d hau dodng nhat xwa nay & nha chung toi, nhung
toi sé khong ddu hang dau. Mdi chi cé ba ngay thoi ma. CO ta sé
hoc duoc thoi, chi can thdi gian va kién nhin. Mién o ta ding



qua lo 1ang. T6i biét diéu gi dién ra noi co ta: co ta tw nht ‘khong
dugc danh roi 40 mii cda quy ong quan trong nay’, roi co ta bi
am anh bdi cai y nghi danh roi do, va cudi cung viéc d6 da trd
thanh hién thuc. Buc that!”

“Vang,” Poirot dong y. “Thua ba Wallace, vé hom th ndm vira

”»

qua...

“0, vang, ta dang ndi d& chuyén dé thi tdi kéo 6ng vao day dé
khoe may birc hoa. Phai, Nancy da ¢ day toi hom dé.”

“Tlr may giv dén may gio, thua ba?”

“Toi khong nhd chinh xac. T6i chi biét ching tbi théa thuln co
ay dua birc hoa dén day vao lic 6 gid, va hinh nhu c6 4y khong
dén muon. Con cd ay vé lic ndo thi e rang téi khong nhé. Néu dé
tdi doan thi chic 13 10 gid hay sau dé mot chat.”

“Va ba 4y da ¢ day suot thoi gian do, tic dén khi ra vé? Ba ay
khong di dau roi quay lai chi?”

“Khong.” Louisa Wallace trong boi roi. “Cod ay dem tranh dén
vao Idc 6 giv, roi chuing toi ngbi véi nhau cho dén khi cb ay vé. Co
chuyén gi vay?”

“Ba c6 thé xdc nhAn ba Ducane khdng ra vé trudc 8 gidf 30
ch?”

“Chao 0i, vang. C6 ay vé mudn hon thé nhiéu. Vao Itc 8 giv 30
ching t4i van dang ngdi & ban.”

“Chung to6i’ 1a nhitng ai?”
“Nancy, St. John va t6i.”

“Chong cda ba, néu toi ndi chuyén véi ong ta, liéu 6ng ta cd



xac nhan diéu dé khong?”
“cé chit. Ong ngu y rang tdi noi sai sw that sao, dng Poirot?”

“Khong, khong. Pas du tout.”

“TOt,” Louisa Wallace dut khodt ndi. BA quay sang bic chan
dung cta chinh minh treo trén tudng. “Mau sic 13 tai nang dic
biét cta cd 4y, 6ng biét ddy. C6 4y thé hién dugc ca ca tinh trén
khuoén mat, nhung sic manh 16n nhat cta c6 ay chinh 13 mau
sac. Hay nhin xem cai cach ma 4nh sang roi 1én bd vay xanh cta
t0i.”

Poirot hiéu ba mudn néi gi. Mau xanh cd lic trong sang hon,
nhung ltc sau lai sdm hon. Khéng c6 mdt bong mau cd dinh
ndo. Anh sidng cé vé nhu thay déi khi ta ngdm btc tranh. b6
chinh 1a tai ndng ctia Nancy Ducane. Bic vé mo td Louisa
Wallace dang ngbi trén ghé, khodc mot bd vy xanh c6 thap, phia
sau c6 bd 4m chén mau xanh trén chiéc ban bang go. Poirot di
qua di lai trong phong, ngdm nghia bitc tranh tir nhiéu géc dd va
vi tri.

“TOi muon tra cho Nancy theo mc thu lao thudng 1é cta co
dy, nhung cd iy gat phat di,” Louisa Wallace néi. “T6i that may
ma cé dugc mot ngudi ban hao phdng nhu thé. Ong biét khong,
t6i nghi chong t6i c6 hoi ganh ti, v toi 1a vé bic hoa. C4 nha nay
tran ngdp tranh cta anh ay - ching tdi chi con mdi mot hanh
lang chua treo tranh. Chi toan tranh ctia anh 4y théi, cho dén
khi cé bltc nay. Gitta anh 4y va Nancy ludén cé su ganh dua ngoc
nghéch dé. T6i thi khong ban luin gi. Ca hai déu tai nang theo
cach riéng.”



Vay la Nancy Ducane da tang tranh cho Louisa Wallace, Poirot
nghi. C6 that ba ta khong mudn trd cong hay ba ta ky vong vao
mot ching c¥ ngoai pham? Gitta ban bé than thiét, d6i khi ciing
khé long ma tir ch6i mot 161 ndi doi nho nhd, vo hai sau khi dugc
tang cho mot mdn qua hao phdng c& do. Poirot tu héi liéu 6ng co
nén cho Louisa Wallace biét dng & day dé didu tra mot vu an
mang. Cho dén Itic nay, dng van chua ndi ra diéu dé.

Dong suy nghi ctia 6ng bi gidn doan bdi sy xuat hién bat ngd
ctia cd gitp viéc Dorcas. CO ta lao vao phong véi vé khan truong
va lo 1ang. “Xin 16i, thua 6ng!”

“Cé chuyén gi vay?” Poirot ngd rang cd ta sap thi nhan da vo
tinh lam chay luén ndén va do khoac ctua ong.

“Ong muon dung tra hay ca phé khong a?”

“Po 1a diéu c6 mudn hoi toi?”

“vang, thwa ong.”

“Khong cd viéc gi khac chi? Khong ¢ gi xay ra chu?”

“Da, khong a.” Giong Dorcas c6 vé bdi roi.

“Cé ngay a, thua ong.”

“Ong thiy chwa?” Louisa Wallace 1au bau khi cd gai tha than
ra khoi phong. “Ong tin ndi khong? Tdi ¢ twdng co ta sap thong
bao nghi viéc gdp vi me dang hap hoi co day! Co ta that 1a qua
dang ma. Chac phai cho c6 ta nghi viéc qua. Nhung cé ngudi phu
gitlp, du gip chang 1 bao, ciing con hon 13 khong. Ngiy nay
that khong dé tim dugc dita gitip viéc nao ra hon.”



Poirot phat ra mdt tiéng thé dai nhu dé chia sé. Ong khong
muon ban ludn vé chuyén ngudi dn ké &. Ong quan tdm hon tdi
nhitng y tudng cla minh, dac biét cai y tuéng da nay ra trong
khi Louisa Wallace mai ca cAm vé Dorcas con 6ng mai ngam
nhin b0 Am chén & trén tranh.

“Thua ba, néu nhu ba cho phép t6i lam dung thém it thoi gian
cua ba... nhitng bitc tranh treo tudong & day, tat cd déu do chong
ba vé cht a?”

“vang.”

“Nhu ba ndi, 6ng ay ciing 13 mot hoa sT xuat sic. Toi s& rat
vinh du, thua ba, néu ba cho tdi dugc tham quan ngdi nha xinh
dep ctia ba. Toi s& rat vui thich duwgc ngdm cac bic hoa cia dng
nha. BA néi ching duoc treo trén khip cic tudng, ding khong
a?”

“Vang. Toi rat vui dugc dua 6ng di xem tranh cta St. John
Wallace, va 6ng sé& thay la t6i khong cuong diéu.” Louisa trong
rang rd khi chdp hai ban tay. “vui that! Du vay tdi van wdc cd St.
John & day. Anh 4y s& ndéi dugc nhiéu hon tdi vé cac bic vé. Tuy
nhién t6i s& cd hét sitc. Ong Poirot a, 6ng sé ngac nhién khi biét
c6 rat nhidu ngudi dén nha ndy ma khéng ngdm tranh hay hoi
han gi vé ching. Dorcas 1a mot vi du. C6 dén cd nam tram khung
tranh treo trén twdng ma cd ta van thd o. Ta bat dau tir sanh 16n
nhé?”

That may ma minh biét thudng thitc nghé thuét, Poirot nghi
khi dng dugc dan di quanh nha dé gidi thiéu rat nhiéu loai nhén
nhén, ciy co6 va ca kiéc. Ong nghi vé cudc ganh dua giita St. John



Wallace va Nancy Ducane. Tranh ctia Wallace cong phu va ti
man, nhung khong gdy cam xuc ndo. Tranh cia Nancy Ducane
thé hién mot tai nang 16n hon. BA dd nadm bat dugc cai than cla
Louisa Wallace va 1am cho ba nay trd nén sinh dong va song
thuc trén bdc tranh son dau. Poirot chgt mudn ngadm lai bic
chan dung trude khi roi khéi nha, va diéu dé khong chi dé kiém
tra xem 6ng c6 nham 1an khong cai chi tiét quan trong ma ong
nghi minh da phat hién ra.

Dorcas xuat hién ¢ thém cau thang trén gac. “Ca phé ctia 6ng
day a.” vira & trong phong vé cua St. John Wallace di ra, Poirot
budc tdi dé dén tach ca phé. Co ta lui ra sau nhu thé khong ngd
ong tién tdi, vi thé 1am sanh ci phé ra chiéc tap dé trang. “0i
troji! TOi xin 10, thua 6ng. TOi ding 13 hau ddu ma. Pé t6i pha cho
ong tach khac.”

“Khong, khoi di. Khong can diu.” Poirot dén lay tach ca phé
vai va ubng can chi mdt ngum, trudc khi cd gai kip 1am do no6t
chd con lai.

“Pay cd 1& 1a birc t6i thich nhat,” Louisa Wallace néi, van dang
trong phong vé. Ba dang trd vao bitc hoa ma Poirot khong thé
thay. “Bim bip xanh: thudc ho ca Solanum Dulcamara. Ngay bon
thadng 8 nam ngodi, ong thay chua? bé 1a qua ky niém dam cudi
cua St. John tang t6i. Ba muoi nam day. Pep qua, ding khong
ong?”

“Ong cé muon mot tach ca phé nita khong a?” Dorcas hdi.

“Ngay bon thang... Sacrétonnerre.” Poirot 1am bam khi mot

cadm gidc phan khich chot diang trao. Ong quay vé phong vé,



ngam nghia bitc tranh bim bip xanh.

“Ong 4y da tra 16i mot 1an roi ma, Dorcas. Ong ay khong mudn
udng thém ca phé nita.”

“Khong phai dau a, thua ba, that day. Ong &y muon udng ca
phé, nhung ltc 6ng 4y cAm 1én thi trong tdch hiu nhu chang
con gi.”

“Néu khong cé do thi ta khong thay gi,” Poirot chgt ddm chiéu
mot cach khd hiéu. “Ta nghT 1a khong cé gi - dé 1a mot viéc khd,
ngay ca vdi Poirot nay - cho dén khi ta thay ¢ noi khac thit m3j 1é
ra phai ¢ d4.” Ong cAm tay Dorcas, hon 1én nd. “Cd gai tré than
mén o1, diéu ma cd dem dén cho tdi con quy gid hon nhiéu so véi
mon ca phél”

“000.” Dorcas nghiéng dau, nhin sttng. “Mat 6ng sao ty nhién
vui va xanh qua, thua dng.”

“Ong ngu y gi vay, 6ng Poirot?” Louisa Wallace hoi. “Dorcas, di
lam viéc gi cé ich di.”

“Vang, thua ba.” €6 gai hap tap roi di.

“T6i mac nao ca Dorcas l1an ba, thwa ba,” Poirot ndi. “Luc toi dén
day - bao 1au roi nhi? - mdi ntra gio trudc t6i khong thay ro rang
1am. Toi chi thiy 10n x0n va rdi ram. Gid thi toéi da sip xép dugc
moi thir... Suy nghi lién lac 13 rat quan trong déi védi t6i.”

“0.” Louisa cd vé thit vong. “Néu 6ng da voi di nhu thé...”

“0, khong, khong, ba hiéu 1am toi roi. Xin 15i, thira ba. Loi 1a
do toi, téi da khong dién dat rd rang. DI nhién ching ta phai
hoan tat chuyén tham quan nghé thut. Con rat nhiéu th dé



kham phd! chi sau dé t6i mdi di va tiép tuc viéc suy nghi cta
t6i.”

“Ong chic khdng diy?” Louisa nhin éng, vé hoi hoang mang.
“vay thi, t6t 1am, néu nhu khong phai 12 qua nham chan.” Ba néi
lai nhitng binh ludn hao hitng vé cac bitc vé ctia chong khi ho di
hét phong nay sang phong khac.

Tai mot trong cac phong nga danh cho khach - can phong
cudi trén gadc ma ho dén - cé mot bd Am chén mau trang véi nap
day mau dd, xanh va trang. C6 cd mdt chiéc ban va mot chiéc
ghé. Poirot nhan ra cd hai mén nay trong bitc v& chan dung
Louisa ctia Nancy Ducane. Ong néi: “Xin 10i, thua ba, con bd &m
chén mau xanh trén bic chan dung dau mat roi?”

“BO Am chén mau xanh...” Louisa 1ap lai, vé bdi roi.

“Toi nghi ba da ngobi cho ba Nancy Ducane vé trong phong nay,
n’est-ce pas?”

“Phai, ding vay. Va... chd da! B6 &m chén dd 13 bd & phong ngn
khac danh cho khach!”

“Thé nhung nd khong & dd. N6 & day.”

“pung vay that. Nhung... néu vay bd &m chén mau xanh dau
mat r6i?”

“Toi khong biét, thua ba.”

“vay nd han phai & trong mot phong ngt khac. Phong cla tdi
c6 18. Chac Dorcas di tha nd di lung tung.” Ba lao vdi di tim mén
vat that lac.

Poirot di theo sau. “Khdng c¢d b0 &m chén nao trong cac phong



ngy,” ong noi.

Sau mot hoi kiém tra k§ cang, Louisa Wallace néi qua ham
rang nghién chat: “Cai con bé v6 dung nay! T6i sé ndi cho 6ng
biét chuyén gi xay ra, 6ng Poirot a. Dorcas d3 lam vd ma khong
dam ndi vdi toi. Ta di hoi co ta day, 6ng nghi sao? DI nhién c0 ta
s& chéi, nhung d6 1a cch gidi thich duy nhat. Am chén khong tu
nhién bién mat dudc, ching khong thé tu di chuyén tir phong
nay sang phong khac.”

“Ba thay b0 Am chén mau xanh 1an cubi 1a khi nao vay, thua
ba?”

“T6i khong biét. Lau r6i tdi khdng dé y dén chuing. Toi ciing
hiém khi nao budc vao cac phong nga danh cho khach.”

“Co khi nao Nancy Ducane d3 mang theo b0 A&m chén xanh khi
ba ay roi khoi day toi tht nam?”

“Khdng dau. C6 4y cAm nd theo 1am gi? Ldm vay thi ngd ngan
qua! Toi ding ngoai cra chao tam biét cd6 &y ma cd thiy co ay
cAm gi theo diu, ngoai chia khda nha cd iy. Hon nita, Nancy
khong phai 13 ké trdm. Con Dorcas thi... Chac 12 vy réi! Co ta
khong 1am v& ma 14y trom, chac chan 14 nhu vay. Nhung 1am
sao ching minh day? Thé nao cb ta ciing choi cho coi.”

“Thua ba, xin hdy danh cho toéi mdt wu ai,” Poirot nodi. “Chi
chut xiu nita thoi, toi s& dé ba duoc yén, nhung trudc hét lidu toi
cé thé xem 1an cudi bitc chan dung xuit sic cia ba do Nancy
Ducane vé?”

“bugc, rat han hanh.”

Louisa Wallace va Hercule Poirot cung trd vé phong khach. Ho



dirng trudc birc hoa.

“Chét tiét that,” Louisa lau bau. “Gid thi nhin bic tranh t6i chi
thay c6 moi bo &m chén mau xanh thoi.”

“N¢ ndi bat 1én, ddng khong a?”

“Lé ra nod phai ¢ trong nha tdi, ma gicd thi lai khong, va t6i chi
c6 thé ngdm budc tranh va tuw hdi bd 4m chén di dau mat roi! Oi
trdi, hom nay qua la mot ngay buc boi.”

Khi Poirot trd vé nha tro, ba Blanche Unsworth, theo thoi quen,
an can hoéi han xem 6ng cé can th gi khong.

“Cé day,” 6ng noi. “T6i mudn mdt td gidy va vai ciy but chi dé
vé. Chi mau day nhé.”

Khuon mat ba Unsworth xi xudng. “Gidy thi t6i cd, nhung but
chi mau thi khong biét c6 hay khong. Trir phi 6ng chip nhan
mau caa but chi thuong.”

“Al Mau xam: t6t nhat 1a mau dé.”

“Vay toi kiém cho ong nhé, 6ng Poirot? Xam ha?”

“Oui,” Poirot v6 vd mdt bén dau. “Mau clia cac t& bao xdm nho
nho.”

“0, khong, tha 12 mau hdng nhat hay hoa ca con hon.”

“Mau sac khong quan trong — mdt chiéc vdy mau xanh luc,
mot bd Am chén mau xanh lam, mdt bd khac lai mau trang.”



“T6i khong theo kip ong, 6ng Poirot a.”

“Toi dau yéu cau ba theo kip t6i, ba Unsworth. Chi cin ba 13y
cho t6i mot cAy but chi théng thudng ctia ba va mot to gidy,
nhanh 1én. Vva mo6t phong bi nita nhé. HOm nay toi da cé cudc
thao ludn rat dai vé nghé thuit. Gio thi Hercule Poirot mudn tao
ra tic phaAm nghé thut ctia chinh minh!”

Hai muoi phut sau, ngoi tai ban & phong &n, Poirot lai goi
Blanche Unsworth dén. Khi ba xuat hién, 6ng trao cho ba chiéc
phong bi da niém kin. “Xin ba hay goi dién cho Scotland Yard
gitp t6i,” 6ng ndi. “Bao ho cho ngudi dén lay phong bi nay ngay
14p titc va chuyén cho vién doi Stanley Beer. T6i da ghi tén anh ta
trén phong bi. LAm on giai thich rang viéc ndy rat quan trong. C4
lién quan dén cac 4n mang & khach san Bloxham.”

“TOi tudng 6ng vé tranh kia ma,” ba Blanche noi.

“Blrc hoa cua t6i duoc niém trong phong bi nay, kéem vdi mot
1a thu.”

“0. Vay tdi cd thé xem tranh dng vé dugc khong a?”

Poirot mim cu0i. “Ba khong can phai xem dau, thua ba, tri
phi ba 1am viéc cho Scotland Yard, ma theo nhu t6i biét thi ba
dau cé lam viéc ¢ do.”

“0.” Blanche Unsworth cé vé phat y. “T6i danh di goi dién thoai
cho ong vay,” ba ndi.

“Merci, madame.”

Khi trd lai ndm phut sau dé, ba bit miéng bang ca hai tay, doi
ma ba ¢ hai dom hong ruc. “0i troi, 6ng Poirot,” ba noéi. “Oi, day



13 tin x4u cho tit ci ching ta! Téi khdong hiéu tai sao ngudi ta lai
1am vay, thuc sy khong hiéu.”

“Tin gi vay?”

“T0i goi cho Scotland Yard nhw 6ng yéu cau. Ho ndi sé c ai do
dén 14y phong bi ctia dng. 0, 6ng Poirot, that 13 khting khiép!”

“Binh tinh lai di, thua ba. Xin hay cho t6i biét.”

“Lai cd thém mdt 4n mang nita & Bloxham! T6i khéng hiéu cé
gl bat 6n & mAay cai khach san sang trong dé, thuc s khong
hiéu.”



CHUONG 14
Y NGHT TRONG GUONG

vé dén London, téi dén ngay quan Pleasant, dinh ninh rang sé
tim thay Poirot & dd. Nhung khudon mat quen thudc duy nhat
trong quan ca phé lai 1a c6 phuc vu ma Poirot dat tén 1a “Toc Bay
Bay’. VGi tdi, cd ta gidng nhw mén thudc bd. Hon bat ct didu gi
khac, toi thich quan Pleasant chinh vi syt hién dién cta c6 ta. Tén
cd ta 12 gi nhi? Poirot d3 c6 ndi. O phai: Fee Spring, tén tit cta
Euphemia.

Toi thich c0 ta vi cai théi quen dé chiu, c& mdi 1an gip toi 1a
lai n6i dung hai diéu. C6 ta dang ndi day. biéu th® nhat 13 wdc
vong da 1au cua cd ta, mudn doi cich goi Pleasant tir “Quan Ca
phé” thanh “Tra quan”, nham phan 4nh mdi tuong quan loi ich
gifta hai moén thic udng nay. Piéu th hai la: “Scotland Yard doi
XU v&i 6ng ra sao? T6i rat muon lam viéc & d6 - chi can ho giao
nhiém vu cho t6i, 6ng nhg day nhé.”

“0, cd s& chdéng thanh trudng nhédm cho coi,” t6i néi. “Cchi cé
diéu t6i ngai rang ngay nao dé toi dén day va bat gap dong chit
‘Tra quan Pleasant’ ghi trén tAm bién ngoai kia.”



“Khdng chac dau. Pd 1a diéu duy nhat ho sé khong cho phép
toi thay doi. Ong Poirot dau thich diéu dé, phai khong a?”

“Ong ta sé that kinh.”

“Ong khong dugc ndi vdi dng ta hay ai khac dau day.”

Pé nghi ddi tén quan clia Fee 13 diéu ma c6 ta thd 16 1a chua
trng noi vdi ai khac ngoai toi ra.

“Toi khong ndi dau,” toi cam két. “T6i bao cb thé nay nhé: hay
dén gilp t6i pha 4n va t6i s& xin sép tdi doi tén co quan thanh ra
14 Tra qudn Scotland Yard. & d6 moi ngudi déu udng tra nén
chang cé gi 1a khdng phit hop ca.”

“Hum.” Fee khong thay dé 13 v hay. “Toi nghe ndéi canh sat nit
khong dugc tiép tuc cong viéc néu 1ap gia dinh. Chang hé gi, toi
tha cting 6ng pha an con hon 13 sudt ngay chidm choéng.”

“Thé thi c6 duoc toai nguyén roi day!”

“Vay dirng hoi cudi t6i day nhé.”

“Khoi lo!”

“Ong dang mén nhi?”

Pé thodat ra, tdi ndi: “Tdi s@ khong hoi cudi ai, nhung néu cha
me toi chia sung vao dau toi, toi s€ hoi cudi co trudc cac cd gai
khéc, dugc chua?”

“Tha 13 t6i con hon cd nang mo mong nao, trong diu chi toan
chuyén 1ang man. Loai d6 thi chan lam day.”

T6i khong mudn ban luin chuyén lang man. T6i ndi: “Do
ching ta d3 c6 moi hgp tac pha an... C6 phai c6 dang chd Poirot
dén day khoéng? Tdi cling dinh ninh 6ng ta & diy dé doi Jennie



Hobbs tdi xuat.”

“Jennie Hobbs u? Vay ra ong da truy dugc ho chia cd ta. Ong
Poirot s& hai long khi biét dugc danh tinh ctia nguoi dd lam 6ng
ay mai phién mudn. C6 18 tir day 6ng ta sé thoi quay ray toi. C
moi 1an t6i quay dau 13 y nhu rang thiy o6ng ta & phia sau, héi di
héi lai toi cuing mot ciu vé Jennie. Toi thi chua tirng hoi ong ta
xem Ong dang & dau, chua bao gio!”

TO6i kha bdi roi khi nghe cau nay. “Cd sao c6 phai héi diéu d6?”
t6i noi.

“Toi khong phai hdi that va nio da cé hoi han gi dau. Ong nén
than trong vdi cdc cu héi kiéu chat van cta 6ng. Ong cd tim
hiéu duoc diéu gi khac vé Jennie khong?”

“T6i e chang cd gi dé ké cho c6 ca.”

“Thé thi, bu lai, sao t6i khong ké cho 6ng vai diéu nhi? Ong
Poirot muoén nghe chuyén nay 1am day.”

Fee dan t6i dén mot chiéc ban trong. Ching t6i ngdi xudng. Co
ta noi: “Cai dém Jennie dén, hom th& nam vira roi, khi ta nhén
nhac hét c 1én... T6i cd néi véi Poirot rang tdi dé y thay diéu gi
dd, va roi tdi khong nhdé ra ndi. Gid thi toi nhd ra 1a gi roi. Luc db
troi dd t8i ma toi van chua vén rém 1én. T6i chang bao gidf vén.
Thap sang 16i di cling dugc ma, toi ludn nghi thé. DAn tinh nhin
dugc vao bén trong thi nhiéu kha nang s& budc vao quan hon.”

“Nhat 12 khi ho thiy c6 qua cira sd,” tdi gheo cb ta.

Mat c6 tron tron. “Chinh 13 thé,” c6 néi.

“Y c0 12 sao?”



“Sau khi t6i bdo cd ta khép clra lai, Jennie lao ra ca sd, nhin
ra ngoai. Co ta hanh x c* nhu ¢6 ai dé ngoai kia dang san lung
cd ta. CO ta nhin chdm cham ra cra s, nhung thi* ma cd ta thay
chi cé thé 1a chinh cb ta, cin phong nay va tdi - y tdi 1a hinh dnh
phan chiéu cta tdi. Va toi ciing thay c6 ta nita. b6 13 cach tobi
nhan biét co ta 1a ai. Ong hoi ong Poirot di, ong ta sé ndi ong biét.
Trudc khi cd ta quay dau lai, t6i héi: ‘0, 1a cd day a?’ Clra s6 gidng
nhu mot tAm guong, dng hiéu khong, khi ma trong ndy sang
birng con ngoai kia thi toi. Ong s& noi co 1€ cd ta dang co nhin ra
ngoai cho du chang cé may kha nang, nhung khong ding vay.”

“Y c6 1a sao?”

“co ta khong nhin ra ngoai dé canh ai d4 bam theo c6 ta. Co ta
dang nhin tdi, giong nhu téi dang nhin cd ta. Mat tdi nhin thay
hinh anh phan chiéu cfia c6 ta v mat cd ta cling nhin hinh anh
phan chiéu cda t6i... gibng nhw tdm guong vay, 6ng biét soi
guong la thé nao roi chu?”

TOi gt dau. “CO thay ai trong guwong thi nguoi dé cling thay

A

co.

“Dung roi. Va Jennie dang quan sat toi, toi thé day: co ta dang
ch& xem toi cé ndi hay lam gi lién quan dén viéc cd ay dén hay
khong. Ong Catchpool a, nghe thi bubén cudi that day, nhung c
nhu téi d3 thay khong chi d6i mat cda cd ta. Nghe thi ky la,
nhung toi thay luén ca suy nghi cda cd ta nita. T6i thé 1a co ta
dang cho doi toi tién tdi.”

“Bat ky ai nhay cam ciing ch¢ dgi cd tién tdi,” toi cuoi.

‘Xiil.’ Fee phat ra mot Am thanh thé hién sy hom doi. “Ong biét



ddy, toi khong hiéu vi sao tdi lai quén chuyén d4. Td6i mudn nim
14y hai tay minh, lac that manh vi d3 khong chiu nhd. Toi thé 1a
tdi khong hinh dung ndi. Hinh dnh phan chiéu cta cd ta cham
chip nhin vio mat t6i, c& nhu...” Fee chau may. “C* nhu tdi méi
chinh 13 mdi nguy ch® khoéng phai ai dé ¢ ngoai dudng. Nhung
tai sao c6 ta lai nhin tdi nhw viy? Ong cd thé giai thich duoc
khong? T6i thi khong thé.”

sau khi sip xép xong cong viéc & Scotland Yard, t6i vé nha tro,
gap Poirot dang néng long roi khoi dé. Ong dirng gn canh cia
trudc mé toang, 4o khodc san, dau ddi nén, khudn mat dé dir va
dang diéu bon chodn, c@ nhu 6ng khéng thé & yén. b6 14 mot
trang thai khong binh thudng noi 6ng. Khac vdi thudng Ié,
Blanche Unsworth chang té ra quan tAm dén viéc t6i tré vé. Thay
vao do, ba dang nhang xi vé viéc xe dén mudn. Ca ba ciing cd
khuon mat doé ing.

“Doi xe tdi, chung ta di ngay dén khach san Bloxham,
Catchpool a,” Poirot ndi, cic ngdn tay trong gang nan lai bd ria
mép.

“L& ra nd phai dén tir mudi phut trude,” ba Unsworth ndi. “Toi
nghi viéc chdm tré nay cling cé cai hay la 6ng 16i dugc 6ng
Catchpool theo cung.”

“Chuyén gi khan cip vay?” toi héi.



“Co thém mot dn mang nita tai khach san Bloxham.” Poirot
dap.

“Oi troi.” Trong vai gidy, con hodng loan tot cung chay qua cac
mach madu clia tdi. Lai nita: viéc sip dit xac chét. Mot, hai, ba,
bon...

Bon doi tay khong sic song, long ban tay tp xudng...

Cdm tay 6ng di, Edward. ..

“Co phai 1a Jennie Hobbs khéng?” toi hoi Poirot trong lic mau
ran rat ¢ doi tai.

L& ra toi da phai nghe ong vé moi nguy. Tai sao t6i khong chiu
lang nghe dng mdt cach nghiém tic?
moi toi dén gap qua dién thoai, tir dé t6i van chua thé lién lac vdi
ong ta. Bon, cudi cung xe dd dén roi kia.”

Khi budc dén chiéc xe, t6i cAm thiy nhu bi kéo giat lai.
Blanche Unworth dang tim tay do khoac cta t6i. “Hay bao trong
& khach san, dng Catchpool nhé. Néu 6ng ma bi sao thi tdi khong
chiu noi dau day.”

“Di nhién, toi s€ than trong.”

Khudn mit bd nhin nhdm lai. “Téi cho rang 6ng khong can
phai dén dé. Nguoi dé dén day lam gi nhi, cai ké bi giét 1an nay
ay? b3 cb ba ngudi bi giét & Bloxham roéi, va chi mdi tir hoi tuan
qua thoi! Tai sao han khoéng trén thoat di, trd ngu & dau dé dé
khoi chiu chung s6 phan? That chang dung ti ndo, ngudi dé da
phét 16 nhitng dau hiéu tai wong va vi thé d3 16i 6ng vao md 10n



Xx0n nay.”

“TOi s& truyén dat 101 ba cho ti thi cia ngudi ay.” Toi tham 1y
su rang néu toi bidt cudi dua va néi ra ddng nhitng tir cAn noi thi
nhat dinh s& sém tim lai sy binh tinh.

“Khi ong lam viéc, hdy ndi vai 10i vdi cac khach tro khac,”
Blanche Unsworth khuyén nht. “Bao ho rang t6i con hai phong
trong & day. C6 18 khong rong rii nhu ¢ Bloxham, nhung moi
ngudi van song sét khi thire day hang sang.”

“Catchpool, nhanh 1én,” Poirot giuc gia tir trén xe.

T6i vdi va trao hanh Iy cho ba Unsworth va lam theo 10i dng.
vao viéc ngdn chan dn mang thi tw, va toi da that bai.”

“T6i khong nhin sy viéc theo cach dé dau,” t6i noi.

“Ong da lam tit ca nhitng gi cé thé. Hung th d3 thanh cong
thi diéu d6 dau cé nghia 6ng that bai.”

Khudén mat Poirot chgt khodc 1én chiéc mat na khinh khinh.
“Néu do 1a v kién cda anh thi anh qua 1a mdt canh sat tot doi véi
moi tén sat nhan. D nhién 1a t6i that bai!” Ong dua tay ra ngan,
khong cho t6i néi. “Lam on dirng ndi nhitng diéu phi ly nita. Ké
t6i nghe chuyén di cia anh dén Great Holling di. Anh da phat
hién nhitng gi ngoai cai ho ciia Jennie?”

TOi ké lai toan bd chuyén di clia t6i, cang Iic cang thay tu tin
va cd khong b sét chi tiét ndo dé mdt ngudi thadu ddo nhu Poirot
cé thé xem 13 so suit. Trong khi néi, t6i nhan thiy mot diéu la:



d6i mat éng trd nén xanh hon. C¥ nhu thé ai dé trong dau éng
vira thip 1én nhitng ngon dudc nho nhé & d6i mat lam cho
ching sang lén.

Khi t6i k& xong, dng ndi: “vay ra Jennie 1a ngudi gidp viéc cho
Patrick Ive & trudng Saviour thudc bai hoc Cambridge. P6 1a diéu
1y thd nhat.”

“Tai sao?”

Khong c6 cau tra 161 ndo ma chi cé cau héi ké tiép.

“Sau khi thAm Margaret Ernst & ngbi nha tranh ctia ba ta, anh
cé & lai rinh hay bAm theo ba ta khong?”

“BaAm theo ba ta? Khong. T6i chang cd Iy do ndo dé nghi ba ta
s& di dau d4. €6 vé nhu ba ta dd danh tron thdi gian dé canh md
vg chdng Ive qua clta sb.”

“Anh c6 moi ly do dé nghi ba ta s& di dau dd, hay ai dé s& dén
g3p ba ta,” Poirot nghiém khac néi. “Suy nghi di, Catchpool. Ba ta
khoéng muon ndi vdi anh vé Patrick va Frances Ive vao ngay dau
tién anh tro chuyén vdi ba ta, n’est-ce pas! ‘Hay tr@ lai ngay mai’,

ba ta ndi thé. Khi anh trd lai, ba ta ké ngay cho anh toan bd cau
chuyén. Anh khong hé nghi rang ly do viéc trl hodn cé thé 1a vi
ba ta muon tham van ai d6 sao?”

“Khong. Qua that téi khong nghi tdi. Ba ta cd vé 1a ngudi luon
suy nghi can than, khong voi vang trong nhitng quyét dinh quan
trong. Ba ta ciing c6 vé 13 mdt phu nit quyét doan chit chang phai
13 loai ba chan bdn cang di tim ban bé dé xin 181 khuyén. Do dé
t6i khong nghi ngd gi ca.”

“Toi thi t6i nghi ngd day,” Poirot noi. “T6i nghi Margaret Ernst



muon thao luin vdi bac si Ambrose Flowerday vé viéc ba ta nén
noi gi.”

“Néu ba ta mudn trao doi véi ai thi ngudi dé chi cé thé 1a dng
ta ma thoi,” toi thira nhan. “Ba ta dd néu tén 6ng ta rat nhiéu l1an
trong suot cudc tro chuyén. RG rang ba ta rat ngudng md ong bac
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“Viy ma anh khong tim dén bac si Flowerday.” Poirot phat ra
mot tiéng khut khit. “Anh qud trong danh duw ma khong lam viéc
dod, do anh di thé git im lang. va phai ching chinh su té nhi cta
ngudi Anh dd khién anh dung tir ‘ngudng mo dé thay cho tir
‘yéu'? Margaret Ernst yéu Ambrose Flowerday. Theo nhitng gi
anh ké véi tdi thi diéu d6 qua rd! Ba ta c¢d say mé dam dudi
khong khi ké vé& vi muc su va vg dng ta, nhitng ngudi ma ba ta
chua tirng gip g5? Khong, su say mé dam dudi cia ba ta 1a danh
cho bac si Flowerday. Ba ta dd cadm xuc theo cam xuUc ctia Ong ta
vé cai chét cia vo chong vi muc su. Ho la ban than cda 6ng ta.
Anh d3 hiéu ra chua, Catchpool?”

T6i phat ra mot Am thanh chong ché. Véi toi, Margaret Ernst
¢ su nhiét tinh ddi vdi cac nguyén tic bi de doa, nhiét tinh véiy
niém vé sy bat cong di xay dén cho vg chong Ive. Nhung tdi
chang dai néi thang diéu dé ra. T6i s& chi t6 dén nhan mot bai
thuyét giang ctia Poirot vé s kém cdi ctia t6i trong viéc nhan
biét cAm xtc yéu duong. P& chuyén huéng Poirot khoi nghi vé vo
s6 sai lAm va thiéu sét caa tdi, toi ké cho 6ng cudc viéng tham
quan Pleasant va cau chuyén ctia Fee Spring.

“Theo 6ng cau chuyén nay c6 y nghia gi khong?” toi héi khi



chiéc xe va phai vat gi d6 nho cao trén duong.

MOt 1an nira, Poirot phdét 16 cAu hoi caa t6i. Ong héi lai liéu toi
co bo sét diéu gi khong.

“Nhitng chuyén & Great Holling thi khong sét gi. Chi cd ddc
nhat mot tin mdi nita, d6 1a két qua khdm nghiém mdi dén hom
nay. Ba nan nhan da bi dau dbc. Chung t6i nghi dé 1a chat
cyanide. Tuy nhién c6 mot chi tiét ky la: trong bao t& cac nan
nhin khong tim thay thic an ndo vira dugc tiéu thu. Harriet
Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus dd khong an gi nhiéu gio
trude khi bi giét. Piéu nay cé nghia chuing ta phai xac dinh bita
tra chiéu danh cho ba nguoi da di vé dau.”

“Al Thé 1a mt bi 4n da dugc giai”

“Giai u? Téi thi néi mot bi An mdi d3 dugc tao ra. Khong 18 toi
sai?”

“0, Catchpool,” Poirot rau 11 néi. “Néu tdi cho anh biét cau tra
161, néu tdi thuwong hai anh, anh s& khong chiu mai gitia kha
nang suy nghi ctia anh, ma anh thi phai mai gitia mdi duoc! T6i
cé mdt ngudi ban rat than ma tdi chua ké cho anh. Tén anh ta 1a
Hastings. Toi thuong ciu xin anh ta vin dung nhitng té bao xam
nho nhd ctia anh ta, nhung tdi biét chung s& chang bao gid
twong xung vdi cac té bao xam cua toi.”

Toi nghi 6ng dang diu diu bang cach cho t6i mot 151 khen kiéu
nhu ‘Con anh, anh thi khéac...", nhung r6i 6ng lai ndi: “Cac té bao
xam cua anh ciing thé, sé khong bao gi¢ tuong xing vdi ctia toi.
Anh khong thiéu thong minh, cfing chang thiéu nhay bén, tham
chi khéng thiéu ca sy doc ddo. 0’ day chi 1a van @é tu tin. Thay vi



di tim cAu tra 1, anh nhin quanh quit xem cd ai da tim ra dé

6ng ta con 1a ngudi hudng dan, ngudi thay. Ong ta mudn anh
hoc cach tu suy nghi, nhu 6ng ta tu suy nghi. Nhuw ngu6i phu nit
ma anh vira mo ta, Margaret Ernst, ké da khong trong chd vao
Kinh Thanh ma dua vao phan xét cia chinh minh.”

“Vang. TOi nghi ba ta kha kiéu ngao,” toi mia mai ndi. Toi rat
muon néi rd thém, nhung xe chung téi di dén khach san
Bloxham.



CHUONG 15
CHIEC KHUY MING-XET THE TU

Tai tién sanh cda Bloxham, ching t6i sém nita va phai Henry
Negus, em cua Richard Negus. Mot tay ong xach chiéc cap nho,
tay kia xach mot chiéc vali rat 16n. Ong dit chiéc vali xudng dé
noi chuyén véi ching toi.

“Nang ghé qud,” dng hon hén ndi. “Xin cho phép tdi héi, vu an
tién trién dén dau roi?”

Theo biéu hién va giong néi cia dng ta, t6i suy ra dng khong
hé biét 4n mang thit tw d3 xay ra. Toi nin thinh, chi d&€ v xem
Poirot sé lam gi.

“Chung t6i tin twdng sé thanh céng,” Poirot cd tinh ndi mo ho.
“Ong qua dém tai day sao, thua dng?”

“pém u? O, cai vali. Khong, tdi ngu tai khach san Langham. ¢
day toi sé khong chiu dugc, du 6ng Lazzari da cd nha y moi. Toi
dén day chi dé thu hoi di vat ctia Richard.” Henry Negus nghiéng
dau xudng chiéc vali nhung mat thi van lang di nhw thé ong
kh6éng muon nhin né.

T6i nhin tAm thé c¥ng cdt & quai nam vali: Ong R. Negus.



“Thoi nhé, toi cling dang v0i,” Negus ndi. “Mong cac 6ng tiép
tuc thong bao cho t6i.”

“Chung t6i sé bao cho 6ng,” téi ndi. “Xin tam biét, 6ng Negus.
TOi rat tiéc vé anh trai cia 6ng.”

“Cam on 0ng, ong Catchpool. Ong Poirot.” Negus cd vé boi roi,
tham chi cé vé gian di.

T6i nghi tdi hiéu ly do: d6i mait vdi tai hoa, dng quyét td ra
hiéu qua va khdng mong ai nhic dén chuyén budn cia dng vao
Iic 6ng dang c6 tap trung vao nhitng van dé thuc tién. Khi ong ta
budc ra duding, toi thdy Luca Lazzari budc voi dén chd ching toi,
tay vudt toc. MOt 16p mo hoi pha trén khudn mat éng. “A, Ong
Poirot, 6ng Catchpool! Cudi cung cac ciing tdi! Cac 6ng da nghe
tin thdm khoc chuwa? Nhitng ngay bat hanh cia khach san
Bloxham! 0i, nhitng ngay bat hanh!”

Khong biét cé phai toi tudng twong hay qua that 6ng ta di sira
bd ria cho gidng véi b ria cia Poirot. P4 1a sw bat chuwdc nhé nhe,
néu nhu 6ng ta qua cé bat chude. Tdi 14y 1am la, khong hiéu sao
an mang th& tw lai gy ra cho 6ng ta nhiéu buén dau dén thé.
Lic chi cd ba khach bi giét & Bloxham, 6ng ta van giit dugc su
hoat bat. Mot v nghi chot thoang qua t6i: hay 1dn nay nan nhan
12 mdt nhan vién khach san chi khong phai 1a khach. Téi ben
hoi nguoi bi giét 1a ai.

“Toi khong biét co ta 13 ai va co ta hién & dau,” 6ng Lazzari noi.
“Xin moi vao, hay theo tdi. CAc 6ng s& tAn mat thay.”

“Ong khong biét cd ta ¢ dau sao?” Poirot hoi khi theo chan vién
quan ly khach san dén thang may. “Y dng 1a sao? Co ta khong &



day, trong khach san nay sao?”

“A, nhung & dau trong khach san ch? €6 ta cé thé & bt ci
noi dau!” Lazzari rén ri.

Rafal Bobak ctii dau chio khi tién vé phia chung tdi, ddy mot
xe day 16n chat diy nhitng gdi trong nhu khin tradi giudng can
dua di giat. “Ong Poirot,” 6ng ta ding lai noi khi thay chung toi.
“Toi da luc di luc lai mai trong ddu xem c6 nhd gi thém vé nhitng
101 trong phong 317 vao dém an mang.”

“Toi khong nhd duoc gi khac, thua 6ng. TOi rat tiéc.”

“Khong sao dau. Cam on 6ng da c6 nhd, 6ng Bobak.”

“Kia,” Lazzari noi, “thang may dén roéi, ma to6i lai sg budc vao
do6! Trong khach san ctia chinh téi! T6i khong con biét minh sé
phét hién gi va khong phat hién gi nita. Toi sg khi ré& vao mobi
géc, khi m@ mdi canh cia... tdi sg nhitng béng ngudi trén hanh
lang, tiéng cot két ctia van san...”

Khi ching t6i theo thang may di 1én, Poirot ¢c6 moi vai thong
tin ti ngudi quan ly quan tri, nhung khong thanh. Ong Lazzari
c6 vé mat kha nang ndi lién lac mdt lic qua sau ti: “Co Jennie
Hobbs dat phong... Sao a? Vang, toc vang... Nhung roi co ta di
dau?... vAng, nén mau nau... C6 ta da bién mAtl... C6 ta dé lai
hanh ly... chinh t6i dd gdp co ta, vang... Toi dén phong qua
muon!... Sao a? Vang? Ao khoac. Mau nau nhat...”

Pén tang th tu, chung tbi theo chin Lazzari khi 6ng budc voi
doc hanh lang.



“Harriet Sippel & tAng mot, 6ng nhd khong?” Toi ndi vdi Poirot.
“Richard Negus & tang hai va Ida Gransbury & ting ba. Toi tu hoi
chang biét diéu nay cé y nghia gi khong.”

Luc chung tbi bat kip Lazzari thi 6ng d3 md& khéa c¥a phong
402. “Thura cac 6ng, cac 6ng sip thady mdt khung cdnh xau xi, di
thuong nhat trong khach san Bloxham xinh dep. Xin cac 6ng hay
chudn bi tinh than.” Néi xong 10i canh bdo nay, dng xd manh
canh cra, dén murc né dap vao bo twdng trong phong.

“Nhung... thi thé dau?” t6i héi. N6 khdéng cé trong phong,
khong dugc sip dit nhu cac thi thé kia. Téi cAm thay nhe ca
nguoi.

“Chang ai biét ca, Catchpool a.” Giong Poirot diém dam nhung
an cha sy gin dit. Hay cd 18 12 su sg hdi chang?

Gitrta mot chiéc ghé va mot chiéc ban phu - chinh xac nhu vi
tri cac t thi trong cac phong 121, 238 va 317 - ¢ mot viing mau
trén san va mot vét ban dai & mot bén nhu vat gi dé da bi kéo 16
bang qua dé mot phin. Thi thé clia Jennie Hobbs ching? Mot
canh tay cé 1&, theo nhu diu cta vét ban. Cé nhitng dudng thang
ngan cat ngang viing mau do, cd thé 1a ddu ngdn tay. Tdi quay di,
cam thay bubn non trudc cdnh tugng do.

“Ong Poirot, coi kia.”

Trong goc phong cé6 mot chiéc nén mau nau sadm 14t ngra. C6
gi d6 bén trong nén, mot vat nhd bang kim loai. C6 thé nao d6
1a...?

“Nén ctia Jennie,” Poirot néi, giong run run. “biéu ma t6i sg
nhat da xay ra, Catchpool a. Va bén trong chiéc nén...” Ong bude



tdi, rat chdm. “Phai, ding nhu tdi nghi: mot chiéc khuy mang-
xét, cfing v4i dong chif tat P1J.”

BO ria mép ctia dng bat dau ngo ngudy kha manh va tdi chi cé
thé hinh dung 6ng dang che gidu nhitng nhan nhé: Poirot, mi la
mot tén ngdc - mot tén ngdc ddng khinh. Sao mi lai dé cho diéu dé
dién ra!

“Ong Poirot, khong ai trach dugc ong vé...” t6i ma 10i.
thuong, nhung toi thi khac anh, Catchpool a! Ti khong thé chip
nhan mot su hén nhat nhu thé. Toi hoi tiéc thir ma tdi hoi tiéc,
khong cAn anh phai ngan tdi lai diu. Can phai thé!l”

T6i drng im nhu pho tuong. Poirot muon tbi im, va 6ng da
thanh cong roi dé.

“Catchpool,” 6ng goi giat tén t6i nhu thé dng nghi su tip trung
cua toi dang bd di lang thang, rdi xa khoi cac van dé thuc tai.
“H3y quan sat cac vét mau. Thi thé bi kéo 1é qua viing mau nén
mdi dé lai... vét ndy. Anh thiy chua?” 6ng hoi.

“Thi... vang, toi cling nghi vay.”

“Hay nhin hudng chuyén dong: khong vé phia cira s6 ma 14 rdi
khoi no.”

“piéu do cd nghia gi?” t6i hai.

“Do thi thé cta Jennie khdéng cé day, han né da duoc dua ra
khéi phong. Vét mau khéng hudng vé clta s6 ma lai hudng vé
hanh lang, do dé...” Poirot nhin t6i vé ch¢ doi.

“Do d4 thi sao nhi?” t6i do dAm hoi, va bat chot sang to, “0, toi



hiéu y 6ng rdi: cadc diu vét dugc tao ra khi hung thu 16i thi thé
cua Jennie Hobbs qua viing mau, kéo vé phia cra.”
rat rong. biéu dé ndi 1én gi vdi anh?”

“Cling khong nhiéu gi 1am,” toi nghi t&t nhAt 13 ¢ nén that
tha. “Khi dwa x4c nan nhan ra khéi phong hung tha chic ciing
dau quan tam ctra phong roéng hay hep.”

Poirot 1ac dau ngin ngdm, miéng 14m bam rda thim. Ong
quay sang Lazzari. “Signor, vui long ké cho t6i moi diéu ma 6ng
biét, tir lic bat dau.”

“DT nhién. Chac chan réi.” Lazzari hing giong dé chuin bi.
“MOt phu nit tén Jennie Hobbs da thué phong nay. CO6 ta chay vao
khach san c nhu thé mét tai hoa nio dé vira trut xudng co. CO
ta quing tién 1én ban, doi thué ngay mot phong, c& nhu dang bi
quy san lung vay. T6i dich than dua c6 ta 1én phong roi quay
sang can nhac: phai 1am gi day? C4 can thong bao cho canh sat
rang ngudi phu nit tén Jennie dé dd dén khach san? Ong da yéu
cau toi dé y cai tén nay, thua 6ng Poirot, nhung & London cd rat
nhiéu phu n mang tén Jennie va, rai thay, hau hét déu khong
lién can gi dén vu an. T6i lam sao biét dugc...?”

“Signor, vui 1ong néi vao vin dé,” Poirot ngat 15i 6ng. “Ong da

“Toi cho khodng hai muoi phut roi 1én lai day, gd cra. Khong
cé ai tra 1oi! Vi vay tdi tré xudng dé 1ay chia khéa.”

Trong khi Lazzari ndi, t6i budc dén clra s6, nhin ra ngoai. Moi
tht déu dé chiu hon so vdi cdnh tugng mau me, chiéc nén va



chiéc khuy mang-xét xtii quay c6 khic chit.

Gidng nhu phong 238 ctia Richard Negus, phong 402 hudng
khu vudn cta khach san. T6i nhin ra nhitng hang chanh xoan,
nhung rdi chang may chéc phai quay di vi, véi toi, ca ching ciing
trong rat xdi quiy: mot hang cay vo tri gidc, 1an vao nhau nhu
thé chiing da tir 1au nam tay nhau.

TOi vira dinh quay sang Poirot va Lazzari thi chot thiy hai
ngudi @ trong vudn, bén dudi cira s6. Ho ditng canh mot chiéc xe
cut kit mau nau. T6i chi thady dugc dinh dau ho. Mot nguoi la
nam, nguwoi kia 1a ni¥, va ho dang 6m ghi nhau. Ngudi nit cé vé
nhu trugt chan, khuyu xuong, chiéc dau chao sang bén. Nguvi
yéu cta cO ghi chat c6 hon nita. Toi lui lai, nhung khong kip:
nguwdi nam ngudc 1én va trong thay tbéi. Po 1a Thomas Brignell,
chang nhan vién 18 tan. Khudn mat anh ta lap tic dé dir. Toi 1ui
thém budc nita dé khuit hoan toan véi khu vudn. Brignell toi
nghiép, toi nghi. C& nhd canh anh ngdp ngirng khi di‘ng day
phat biéu trudc ddm dong, thi biét ngay anh bdi rdi ra sao khi bi
bat gip dang tinh tu.

Luca Lazzari tiép tuc 16i thuat cta 6ng: “Khi tr@ lai vdi chia
khda van ning, t6i gd cira 1an nita dé dam bao minh khéng xam
pham su riéng tw ctia c¢d gai tré dé, nhung van khong thay co ta
mé& ctral Do d6 toi dung khdéa md ra... va phat hién khung canh
nay!”

“Jennie Hobbs cé yéu cau cu thé phong & tAng bén khdng?” toi
hoi.

“Khong, co ta khong doi ma tu tdi hudng dan 1én vi ngudi 16



tdn dang tin cay cta toi, 6ng John Goode, lic d6 dang ban
chuyén khdac. CO Hobbs ndi: ‘Cho t6i bat ky phong nao, nhung

) ”

nhanh lén. Nhanh 1én, t6i van dng day’.

“Co gidy t& gi dé lai ¢ ban 16 tan, thong bao vé 4n mang thi¥ tw
khong?” Poirot hoi.

“Khong. Lan nay khong thay cé thong bao,” Lazzari dap.

“Co thic an thic ubng gi dugc giao 1én phong hay duoc yéu
ciu khong?”

“Khong. Khong cd.”

“Ong da hoi tat cd nhan vién khach san dé kiém tra roi ch?”

“Tirng nguwoi mot a. Thuwa dng Poirot, chiing toi di tim kiém
khap nai...”
doan cb ta bao nhiéu tudi vay?”

“O... xin dng thi 16i cho. Khdng, cd ta khong tré. Nhung co ta
cling khong gia.”

“Cd ta cd khoang ba muoi tudi khéng?” Poirot héi.

“T6i tin ¢ ta cling phai dén bén mudi, nhung tudi ctia phu nit
la thi¥ rat khé doan.”

Poirot git dau. “Non niu va 4o khodc nau nhat. Téc vang. Hot
hoang va kho s&, va cling trac tudi bn mudi. Cai cd Jennie Hobbs
ma ong mo ta cd vé gidbng Jennie Hobbs ma toi gdp & quan ca phé
Pleasant tdi th¥ ndm vira qua. Nhung lidu ta c6 thé chic chan d6
chinh 1a c6 4y? Hai cdi nhin cta hai nguwdi khac nhau...” bot
nhién, 6ng roi vao im ling, di miéng 6ng van tiép tuc ngo



nguay.

“Ong Poirot?” toi goi.

Ong chi dé mat - d6i mat xanh xanh sdng quic - dén Luca
quan sat tot nhat ctia ong, 6ng Rafal Bobak. Va cd Thomas
Brignell, John Goode nita. That ra toi can ndi chuyén cang sém
cang tot v4i tirng nhan vién mot ctia 6ng, dé héi xem ho tirng
thay Harriet Sippel, Richard Negus va Ida Gransbury bao nhiéu
1an, song hoac chét.”

Chic han 6ng dd nhan ra diéu gi d6 quan trong. Khi di dén két
luan dé, tdi bdng ha hoc miéng vi ca toi cling vira cé budc nhay
vot vé nhan thuc. “Ong Poirot,” toi thi thao.

“céd chuyén gi vay, ban t6i? Anh vira 1ap dugc vai manh trong
tro choi ghép hinh ctia chiing ta sao? Poirot thi gi¢ day 6ng ay
hiéu ra vai diéu ma ldc trudc chua ré, nhung van con nhiéu cau
hoi, con nhiéu manh khong khép.”

“T6i vira...” tdi dang hang. Vi 1y do ndo d6, vdi tdi viéc an ndi
trd nén kha khé khan. “T6i vira nhin thiy mot phu ni trong
vudn khach san.” Luc d6 tdi khong tién ndéi rang cd ta dang &
trong vong tay cia Thomas Brignell, hay mo ta cai vé ky la khi co
ta khuyu xudng, cai cdch dau cd ta chao di. bon gian 1a qua... la
Iung. Noi ngdf vuc xet qua tam tri toi khién tdi qua bdi roi dé ndi
ra thanh 16i. Nhung, may thay, t6i d3 bat ra dugc mdt chi tiét
quan trong. “Co ta mac 4o khodc mau nau nhat,” t6i ndi vdi
Poirot.



CHUONG 16
L&' NOI D01 DA L4 LOT NI pai

T6i dang mai mé vdi 6 chi cia minh thi Poirot tr§ vé nha tro twr
khach san vai gid sau dé. “Catchpool,” 6ng nghiém khac néi. “Sao
anh lai ngdi & chd tdi thui nhu thé nay? Tdi khong tin anh thay
dudng dé ma viét.”

“Ngon lra cling d1 sdng 1am rdi. Hon nita 1dc nay tdi cd viét gi
dau, toi dang suy nghi. Nhung ciing chang tién dugc xa may.
chang hiéu miy gi d6 1am cach ndo, nhitng tay chuyén tao ra 6
chit cho cac t¢ bdo ay ma. Toi xay 0 chit nay sudt may thang roi
ma van khong thé 1am cho moi th¥ khdp véi nhau. T6i nghi éng
cé thé gidp dugc diy. Ong cd nghi ra tir nio lién hé védi cai chét
va chi cé sau chi¥ khong?”

“Catchpool.” Gi®f thi giong ctia Poirot thAm chi con gat hon.

“Ha?” toi dap.

“Anh nghi t6i ngdc hay chinh anh mdéi 1a ngdc? T lién hé vdi
cai chét va chi cd sau chit 1a ‘murder’.”

“Phai. T d6 1a hién nhién. Lic dAu tdi cling nghi dén nd.”

“Toi thay nhe ca nguoi khi nghe anh ndi vy, mon ami.”



“sS& 13 hoan hao néu ‘murder’ bat dau bang van D. Nhung né
lai khong thé, va toi bi ket mai vdi van D nay ciia mot tir khac...”
tdi 1ac dAu ngan ngam.

“Quén 6 chit dé di. Chung ta cd nhiéu chuyén phai thao luin.”

“To6i khong tin Thomas Brignell giét Jennie Hobbs,” t6i ndi
chac nich.

“Anh co cam tinh vdi anh ta,” Poirot noi.

“pung vay, va toi ddm ca dén déng xu cudi cling rang anh ta
khong phai 13 hung thu. Ai biét dugc, nh® dau ban gai anh ta
cling cd 40 khoidc mau nau nhat thi sao? Mau niu la mau pho
bién ctia 4o khoac!”

“anh ta 13 nhan vién 18 tan,” Poirot néi. “C§ sao anh ta lai
ding trong vuon, canh chiéc xe cuat kit?”

“C6 thé chiéc xe cut kit @3 ndm san d4 tir trudc roil”

“Va Brignell di*ng vdi c6 ban gai ngay canh dé?”

“Tai sao khong?” t6i buc bdi héi. “Chang phai nghe hop 1y hon
sao so véi y tudng Brignell dua thi thé cia Jennie Hobbs ra ngoai
vuon, toan dung xe cut kit dé dua di dau dé, roi gid v 6m cdi xac
khi thiy tdi nhin qua ctra s6? Ngudi ta cfing cd thé...” T6i khung
lai va hit mdt hoi siu. “Thién dia o0i.” T6i thot 1én. “Ong dinh ndi
vay, phai khong?”

“Gl vay, mon ami? Anh nghi Poirot dinh noi gi?”

“Rafa Bobak 13 phuc vu phong. C§ sao 6ng ta lai day xe chia do
giat?”

“Exactement! Va cd sao 6ng ta lai day do giat di qua tién sanh




thanh lich, huéng ra cdng chinh cta khach san? Chang phai viéc
chic chan nhin ra su bat thudng dé néu nhu 6ng khong qud lo
lang vé nan nhan th® tu bi mAt tich. DI nhién, dng ta khong
nghi ngd gi dng Bobak: dudi mat éng ta, moi nhan vién cda
Bloxham déu khong cé diéu gi dang ché trach.”

“Khoan da.” Cudi cung toi cling budng t® & chi¥ xuéng chiéc
ban bén canh. “Vi vy ma 6ng dé cap dén do rong cua khung cira,
ddng khong? Chiéc xe ché do gidt cd thé dé dang diy vao phong
402, vay cd sao khong dung né ludn tir dau? C& sao phai kéo 1é
cai x4ac, trong khi lam viy s& mat nhiéu cong sitc hon?”
ho6i ma toi cho dgi anh dat ra.”

“Nhung... chang 1& 6ng cho rang Rafal Bobak cé kha ning da
giét Jennie Hobbs, quang xac co ta 1én chiéc xe chita do giit roi
day né ra ngoai dudng, ngang nhién bang qua ca ching ta? Ong
ta thdm chi con dirng lai dé néi nhitng 15i thong thiét nita chir.”

“pung vay, di dng ta chang cé gi dé néi. Thé thi sao? Anh nghi
t6i 13 ngudi khat khe, chi nghi xdu vé nhitng ngudi tirng ho trg
ching ta u?”

“Thi...”

“Pat moi ngudi ra ngoai vong nghi van 1a diéu tot, ban toi a,
nhung 1am nhu thé thi ta chang tdm dugc hung tht dau. Trong
khi anh dang bat man vdi tdi, hdy dé t6i dua thém vai suy nghi
vao dau anh nhé: Ong Henry Negus mang theo mot chiéc vali
16n, dung khéng? bu 1én dé chita thi thé ctia mdt phu nit manh



”

mai.

Toi dung tay bung mat. “Téi khéng chiu ndi nita,” tdi ndi.
“Henry Negus u? T6i xin 10i, nhung khong thé nao. Ong ta &
Devon vao dém an mang. Ong ta gy an tuong 1a nguoi tuyét doi
dang tin cay.”

“Anh ngu y ca 6ng ta va vg déu ndi 6ng ta & Devon,” Poirot 1ap
titc chinh 15i toi. “Tré lai vAn dé vét mau ggi v viéc thi thé bi kéo
1é ra cta... DT nhién, mdt chiéc vali rdng thi cé thé mang vao
gitta phong, nadi t thi dang chd san, chi can cho vao 13 xong. Cho
nén ta mot 1an nita lai phai thic mac: tai sao lai kéo thi thé cla
Jennie Hobbs ra ctra?”

“Xin 6ng day, ong Poirot. Néu chung ta phai ban viéc nay thi
hay dé Iic khac. Khong phai bay gid.”

Ong cé vé buc boi trude sw khé & cta toi. “Tot 1am,” dng gat
gong noéi. “vi anh khoéng cd tinh than dé thao luin vé cic kha
nang, toi s& ké cho anh nhitng gi xay ra ¢ London trong lic anh &
Great Hotting. C4 1€ anh sé thoai mai hon vdi cac dit kién.”

“Vang, thodi mai hon nhiéu,” ti noi.

Sau khi khé& chinh bd ria mép, Poirot ngd minh trén chiéc ghé
banh va bat dau ké lai nhitng cudc trd chuyén ctia 6ng vdi Rafal
Bobak, Samuel Kidd, Nancy Ducane va Louisa Wallace trong Itc
t0i & Great Hotting. Khi 6ng két thuc, t6i thdy ddu minh quay
cudng. TOi cé nguy co tao co hdi cho 6ng ta ba hoa hon bang cau
hoi: “Ong cd bo sét chi tiét quan trong nao khong vay?”

“Chang han nhu chi tiét ndo?”

“Thi day, cai cd gitp viéc Dorcas vOo dung, hdu dau & nha



Louisa Wallace. Ong ké rang trong ldc dng va cd ta ding & dau
ciu thang trén gac, 6ng da nhan ra diéu gi d6 quan trong, nhung
6ng chua cho tdi biét 6ng nhan ra chuyén gi.”

“Pung vay. Toi chwa noi.”

“va bitc hoa bi 4n ma 6ng v@ rdéi chuyén cho Scotland Yard.
Chuyén d6 1a thé nao? Bic hoa dd la sao? va Stanley Beer phai
lam gi vdi ng?”

“c3 didu dé nita, toi chua néi.” Poirot c cai vé An hin nhu thé
ong khong c6 lwa chon nao khi lam vay.

T6i van dai ddng mdt cach dién ro. “va cd sao Ong lai mudn
biét mdi nhan vién & khach san Bloxham da thay Harriet Sippel,
Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus bao nhiéu 1an, song hoac chét?
Ong da khong giai thich ca viéc dd.”

“Poirot, dng 4y tao ra nhitng 10 hdng & khap moi noi nhil”

“pd 1a chwa ké nhitng cAu chuyén bd litng khac ctia dng. LAy vi
du, dau 13 nhitng dic diém bat thudng nhit gin két vu giét
nguoi @ Bloxham vdi viéc Jennie Hobbs x6ng vao quan ca phé
Pleasant? Ong nodi chung cdé chung nhau hai yéu td rat bat
thuong ma, ding khong?”
do vi t6i muon giup anh trd thanh moét tham t¥ thuc thu.”

“Nhung 6ng 1am vay thi chi bién téi tré thinh mot thang nhéc
dang thuong, vo tich su,” téi ndi, tha cho nhitng cam xuic that
tudn trao, it ra cling mot 1an trong doi. “piéu dé qua 1a buc boi.”

Toi nghe thiy cd tiéng ddng, cé thé 13 tiéng gd clra phong



khach ma cfing cé thé 13 khong phai.

“Cé ai ngoai dé khong?” tdi goi ra.

“La t6i day,” giong nodi e dé cua Blanche Unsworth vong vao tir
tién sanh. “Tdi xin 16i da quiy ray cac 6ng vao gidf ndy, nhung cé
mot ba mudn gap 6ng Poirot. Ba 4y néi 1a rat khan cap.”

“Cho ba ay vao di.”

Vai gidy sau t6i d3 doi mat vdi hoa si Nancy Ducane. Toi nghi,
v6i hau hét nam gidi, d6 1a mot phu nit dep 10ng 13y.

Poirot gidi thiéu chiing t6i mot cach cuc ky lich thiép.

“cCam on 6ng da tiép tdi.” Pdi mat sung hup ctia Ducane ndi
1én rang ba da khéc khd nhiéu. BA mic mot chiéc 40 mau xanh
dam tréng cd vé mac tién. “T6i cAm thAy that that thd khi xéng
vao chd 6ng nhu thé nay. Xin th¢ 16i cho t6i. Toi dd cd thuyét
phuc minh dirng dén, nhung... 6ng thay day, toi da that bai.”

“M0i ba ngdi xudng, ba Ducane,” Poirot néi. “Lam cach nao ba
tim ra ching toi vay?”

“Nh0 su gitp dd cua Scotland Yard, nhu mot tham t@ chan
chinh.” Nancy c6 tao ra mot nu cudi.

“Al Poirot thi chon noi ma 6ng dy cho rang s& khong ai tim
duoc, thé ma canh sat lai givi hang dong ngudi dén cho 6ng Ay!
Khong sao, thua ba, tdi rat vui dugc gap ba, chi ngac nhién chut
thoi.”

“T6i mudn ké cho 6ng chuyén gi di xay ra & Great Holling
mudi sdu ndm vé trude,” Nancy ndi. “Lé ra tdi phai ké sém hon,
nhung 6ng da khién t6i bi soc khi nhac dén nhitng cai tén ma toi



da cAu mong dirng bao gid nghe lai.”
Ba md nut 4o khodc. Toi khodat tay, tro vao chiéc ghé banh.

Ba ngobi xuodng. “bd 1a mot cdu chuyén budn,” ba noi.

V6i Anh mat that than, Nancy Ducane néi bang mdt giong nho
nhe. Ba ké cung ciu chuyén nhu Margaret Ernst da ké cho t6i &
Great Holling, vé su vu khong va doi x tan té doi véi muc suw
Patrick Ive. Khi ndi vé Jennie Hobbs, giong ba run 1én. “Cco ta l1a ké
tdi té nhat trong s6 ho. Co ta da yéu Patrick, 6ng biét day. O, toi
khong thé chitng minh diéu d, nhung t6i ludn tin 14 vay. €O ta
gdy ra nhitng viéc dd vi yéu ong ay: dua ra nhitng 16i doi tra chi
vi ghen tudng. Ong ay yéu tdi va c6 ta mudn lam cho dng ay bi
ton thuong dé trirng phat dng ay. ROi khi Harriet bat dugc 161 ndi
doi, va Jennie thay ghé so trudc nhitng tai hai ma co ta gay ra -
va qua thuc toi tin rang cd ta cdm thay xau ho ghé gém, va rat
thil ghét ban than - cd ta da khong lam gi dé stra chita 16i 1am,
khong 1am gi ca! €6 ta &n minh vao bdng t6i, hy vong khong bi ai
phat hién. DU ¢ s¢ Harriet cach mdy, cd ta 1& ra van phai ding
1én va noi: ‘Téi d3 dua ra mot 161 ndi déi khting khiép va toi xin
161 vé diéu d6’.”

“Xin 101, thua ba. Ba néi ba khong thé chitng minh Jennie yéu
Patrick Ive. Xin cho toi héi: 1am sao ba biét dugc diéu d6? Nhu ba
da néu, that kho tudng tugng mot ngudi yéu ong ta ma lai di



phat ra mot tin don tai hai dén nhu vay.”

“Trong dau t6i chua bao gi¢ nghi ngd diéu do,” Nancy budng
binh ndi. “C6 ta bo lai ngudi yéu & Cambridge khi ciing Patrick va
Frances Ive dén Great Holling, cac 6ng da biét chuyén dé chua?”

Chung tdi lac dau.

“Ho sip két hon. Ngay cudi da duoc dinh, t6i tin vay. Jennie
khong chiu noi viéc Patrick ra di nén da hay hoén dé di theo dng
ay.

“Cé khi ndo ngudi ma cd ta gan bd chinh 13 Frances Ive?”

”

Poirot héi. “Hay ca hai vg chong Ive? Biét dau tinh cdm cta cb ta
1a su' trung thanh ch®® khong phai 1a tinh yéu 1ang man.”

“Toi khong tin c6 nhiéu phu ni dit su trung thanh vdi cht 1én
trén hon su ctla ban than. Cac 6ng cd tin khong?” Nancy noi.

“DI nhién 13 khong, thua ba. Nhung diéu ba nodi lai khong
duge khép 1Am. Néu Jennie cé xu hudng ghen tudng thi cé sao co
ta chi dua ra 10i ndi doi khung khiép dé khi Patrick Ive yéu ba?
CG sao cudc hon nhan vdi Frances Eve, trudc dé rat 1au, khong
lam c6 ta ghen tudng?”

“Sao Ong biét 1a khong? Luc gap va két hon vdi Frances, Patrick
song ¢ Cambridge. Jennie Hobbs khi dd 1a nguoi gitp viéc cta
6ng ay. Biét dau cd ay cling da ri tai mot nguoi ban nhitng diéu
doc ac vé ong ay, nhung nguoi ban nay khdéng phai 1a Harriet
Sippel nén da khong lan truyén nhitng 10i doc dia d6 ra xa hon.”

Poirot git dau. “Ba cd ly. bidu dd cd thé.”

“Hau hét moi ngudi déu khong muon lan truyén nhitng v xau,



va cling may phuc ma nhu thé,” Nancy ndi. “Co 18 ¢ Cambridge
khong cd ai 4c tam nhu con ngudi ma Harriet Sippel da trd
thanh, va cling khoéng ¢ ai hdo hitc cAm diu cudc thip tu chinh
vi dao dirc nhu Ida Gransbury.”

“Hinh nhu ba khong nhic gi dén Richard Negus.”

Nancy trong boi roi. “Richard 13 nguoi tot. Ong ta an hin vi da
tham gia vao vu viéc xu xa ndy. Ong ta hdi tiéc sau sac khi hiéu
ra rang Jennie da ndi déi mot cach ti tién, dong thdi nhén ra sw
nhan tdm cha Ida. Ong ta dd gii thw cho t6i vai ndm trudc ti
Devon dé ndi rang chuyén nay lam ong day dit suét. ‘Patrick va
t6i da sai khi hanh x® khong dung’, ong ta ndi vay, va ong ta sé
khong bao giv d6i y - 161 thé hon wéc van 13 10i thé hon udc -
nhung 6ng ta da di dén chd tin rang su tritng phat khong phai 1a
con dudng ddng dan, du ta cd biét mot sy vi pham.”

“Ong ta viét cho ba nhu thé?” Poirot nhudn may.

“Phai. Chac 6ng khong dong y?”

“Nhitng chuyén nay rat phic tap, thua ba.”

“Nhung néu nhu, khi trirng phat ai dé vi to6i yéu khong dung
ngudi, ta mang dén thé gidi nay mot toi 10i con 16n hon va xau
xa hon nira. P3 ¢ hai cai chét ma mot ngudi khong lam gi nén
t0i.”

“Oui. PO chinh 1a cai kho xr da tao ra sy phuc tap.”

“Trong thu gti cho t6i, Richard viét rang, du 1 ngudi Co boc
nhung ong ta khong tin Chila muodn 6ng hanh ha mot nguoi cd
tinh cach tét dep nhu Patrick.”



“Trirng phat va hanh ha 1a hai viéc riéng ré,” Poirot néi. “Cling
con moOt cau héi nita: Yéu thi cé vi pham luat nao khong?...
Enfin, ching ta diu diéu khién dugc cAm xdc cia minh, nhung
chuing ta cé thé lya chon cé tic ddng 1én cAm xtc d6 hay khong.
Néu mot tdi 4c dién ra, ta phai dam bao ké gay toi bi phap luat
X phat dich dang, nhung khdéng bao gi¢ dugc tu thu doc dia,
khong bao gi¢® dugc khat khao bdo oan, vi diéu dé sé dau doc tat
ca va trd thanh cai ac thuc thu.”

“Khat khao bdo 0an,” Nancy Ducane 1ap lai va rung minh.
“Chinh xac 1a nd. Harriet Sippel chita diy th® d6. That 13 ghé
tém.”

“Du vay, khi ké chuyén, ba chua bao gi® néi vé Harriet Sippel
mot cach gian di,” t6i ndi. “Ba mo ta hanh vi cha ba ta la ghé
tdm ma c nghe nhw diéu dé lam cho ba phién ndo. B3 khong
gian ba ta nhu gidn Jennie Hobbs.”

“Ong ndi dang.” Nancy thé dai. “Toi von than thiét vdi Harriet.
Khi t6i cung william, chéng tdi, chuyén dén Great Holling,
Harriet va George Sippel 1a nhitng nguwdi ban than nhat cta
ching t6i. ROi George qua doi va Harriet tr@ thanh con quai vat.
Nhung mot khi ta d3 tirng quy mén mot nguoi thi that khé ma
1én an ngudi dd, cac 6ng nghi sao?”

“pidu dé hodc 1a khong thé, hoic 1a khong cudng dugc,” Poirot
nai.

“Khong thé, t6i nghi vay. Ta s& mudng tugng nhitng hanh vi té
hai nhat cia ngudi do 13 mot triéu ching bénh tat ch khong
phai nd dung that 1a vay. T6i khong thé tha thi cho cdch Harriet



ddi x véi Patrick. T6i khong thé thuyét phuc minh tha thir. bong
thoi, t6i cAm thay viéc ba ay trd thanh nhu vay that 13 khing
khiép cho ba 3y, hon bat ky ai khac.”

“Ba thay ba ay gibng nhw mdt nan nhan?”

“Cua bi kich mat di ngudi chong yéu thuong, vang. Va khi con
tré nital Ngudi ta cd thé vira 12 nan nhan vira 13 ké tha Ac, toi
nghi vay.”

“pd 1a diéu chung gitta ba va Harriet,” Poirot ndi. “Ba cling mat
chong khi con rat tré.”

“cé vé 1a tan nhan, nhung chuyén nay khong thé so sanh
dugc,” Nancy noi. “George Sippel 13 tat ca doi véi Harriet, 1a ca
thé gidi ctia ba ay. T6i 1ay William vi 6ng ay thong thai va an
toan, va toi cAn thoat ly khoi ngdi nha cda cha toi.”

“A, vang, Albinus Johnson,” Poirot nodi. “Sau khi roi nha ba, toi
suc nhd ra cai tén d4. Cha ba & trong nhém noéi loan ngudi Anh
va Nga tai London vao cudi thé ky qua. Ong ta bi giam trong nguc
mot thoi gian.”

“Ong 4y 12 mdt ngudi nguy hiém,” Nancy néi. “T6i khong chiu
dugc khi trao ddi vdi cha vé... quan diém clia 6ng 4y. Toi biét dng
dy tin rang viéc giét ngudi, bat ké nhiéu hay it, 13 chip nhan
duoc mién sao diéu dé phuc vu ly tudng 1am cho thé gidi nay tot
dep hon - t6t dep & day la theo dinh nghia ctia 6ng ay. Thanh
than oi, ]am sao moi thi cd thé t6t dep hon bang tdm mau va
tan sat co ch’? Lam sao ¢o su cai thién nao tr nhitng ngudi chi
muon dap pha va hay diét, nhitng nguoi chi ndi 1én dugc nhitng
hy vong va gidc mo cla minh vdi khuén mit méo mé bdi han



thu va gian di¥?”

“Toi tuyét doi dong v véi ba, thua ba. Mot phong trao dan dat
bdi gidn dit va thu hin s& khong lam thay do6i cudc séng ching
ta theo chiéu hudng tot hon. Ce n’est pas possible. Ngay cai goc

ré d3 khong 6n roi.”

Toi sém ndi rang ca tdi cling dong y, nhung da kip dirng lai.
Nao c6 ai quan tdm dén y kién ctia toi dau.

Nancy ndi: “Khi gdp William Ducane, toi khong hé yéu ong ay,
nhung t6i mén ong ay. T6i ngudng mo 6ng ay. Ong ay trAm tinh
va lich sy, 6ng ay khong bao gio' hanh x hay ndi nang gi qua 16.
Chi can khdng trd sach dung han cho thu vién, 6ng ay da cam
thay kho sé va ray rut.”

“MOt nguoi 6 luong tri.”

“Vang, va cd y niém vé su chirng muc, khiém tdn. Néu cé vat
gi d6 chan ngang dudng, 6ng y s& nghi dén viéc di boc qua
chudng ngai chit khong dich chuyén nd. Toi biét 6ng dy sé chang
bao gi® dua vé nha nhitng g&d mudn lam cho thé gidi nay xau xi
hon bang hanh vi bao Iyc. william rat yéu nghé thuét va nhitng
mon do dep, vé mat nay thi ong ay giong t6i.”

“T6i hiéu, thua ba. Nhung ba khong yéu william Ducane mot
cach say dam, theo cidch ma Harriet Sippel yéu chdng ba ta?”

“Phai. Ngudi ma tdi yéu say dam 13 Patrick Ive. Ngay tir
khoanh khac dau tién thay anh 4y, trai tim toi da thudc vé minh
anh 4y. T6i cé thé hy sinh ca tinh mang vi anh 4y. Khi mAt anh
4y, tdi cudi cung da hiéu ra cdm xuc ctia Harriet khi ba 4y mét
George. Moi ngudi nghi diéu dé cé thé hinh dung dugc, nhung



khong thé nao diu. T6i nhé di tirng nghi Harriet 14 bénh hoan
khi ba 4y van nai tdi cAu nguyén cho ba ay chét di dé ba dy sém
dugc doan tu vdi George sau dam tang ong ay. T6i tir choi lam
theo 15i ba. NOi dau sé ngudi ngoai theo thoi gian, va ngay nao
dé ba 4y sé tim duoc niém vui khac dé tiép tuc séng, tdi da noi
v&i ba 4y nhu thé.”

Nancy dirng lai dé tran tinh roi ndéi tiép. “Tiéc thay, ba ay da
lam dugc digu dé. Ba dy tim duoc niém vui trong noi dau clia ké
khac. Ba qua phu Harriet trd thanh mu phu thuy quau co. Pé
chinh 1a ngudi phu nit bi giét & khach san Bloxham tai London
mdi day. Harriet ma t6i biét va yéu mén la ngudi di chét theo
chong.” Ba chot nhin sang ti. “Ong nhin xét rang toi gian dit véi
Jennie. To6i khong cé quyén gian co ta. Tdi ¢ 16i chang kém gi cd
ta khi gdy hoa cho Patrick.” Nancy bat dau khdc, hai tay bung 14y
mat.

“Nao, nao, thua ba. Xin ba hiy cam l3y.” Poirot trao cho ba
chiéc khan tay. “Ba gay hoa cho Patrick Ive thé ndo duoc? Ba
chang néi véi ching tdi rang ba cé thé hy sinh ca tinh mang vi
6ng ay do sao.”

“TOi cling xau xa nhu Jennie. Tdi 1a mdt ké hén nhat dang
kinh tém! Khi tdi d@ng 1én & King’s Head, thi nhan rang t6i va
Patrick yéu nhau va 1én Iat gap nhau, t6i da khong ndi su that.
Oi, nhitng cudc gap lén lat 1a théat. Patrick va toi tuyét vong yéu
nhau ciing 14 thit. Nhung...” Nancy cd vé qua dau budn dé cd thé
ndi tiép. vai ba rung 1én khi ba thén thic trong chiéc khin tay.

“C4 18 t6i da hiéu, thua ba. Ngay hdm dé & King’s Head ba da



néi véi dan lang rang moi quan hé gitta ba va Patrick Ive 13 trong
trang. D6 13 101 ndi ddi. Poirot 6ng 4y doan cé dung khong vay?”

Nancy tho6t 1én mot tiéng rén tuyét vong. “To6i khdng chiu ndi
nhitng 10 dén dai,” ba nac 1én. “T4t ca nhitng ciu chuyén ri tai
kinh khting dé vé viéc giao tiép vdi ngudi chét dé ddi 14y tién
bac... Ngay ca con nit cfing xi xao véi nhau ngoai dudng pho vé
ta thuat... T6i d& khiép sg! Cac 6ng khong thé hinh dung ndi kinh
hoang 4y dau, khi ma nhiéu giong ndi 1én an va két tdi cung cat
1én quanh mot ngudi duy nhat, mot ngudi tot.

“T6i hinh dung dugc. T6i hinh dung diéu dé modt cach song
ddng dén muc to6i wéc gl ba ta dirng tiép tuc ké nita.”

“Toi phai 1am diéu gi dd, 6ng Poirot a. Vi vay tbi nghi: Minh
phai chién dau chong lai nhitng doi trd dé bang thit gi dé tdt dep
va thuan khiét: su that. Su that 1a tinh yéu cta toi danh cho
Patrick va tinh yéu ctia anh danh cho t6i, nhung t6i da sg, va toi
da 1am hoen 6 sy that bang sy gian doi! b6 13 sai 1am cta toi.
Trong con quan tri, t6i dd khong thé suy nghi t6 tudng. Toi da
1Am nhem nhudc tinh yéu tuyét dep cta tdi vdi Patrick bang suw
gian 1an hén dén. Quan hé gitta chung t6i khéng phai 1a trong
trang, nhung toi da ndi 13 trong trang. TO6i d4 nghi minh khéng
c6 lwa chon nao khac hon 1a néi doi. Nhung doé 1a do t6i hén
nhat. Toi that dang khinh!”

“B qua khat khe véi ban than réi,” Poirot néi. “Khdéng can
phai thé dau.”

Nancy chAm nudc mat. “Udc chi tdi cd thé tin dng,” ba ndéi. “c§
sao t6i khong ndi toan bo su that? Viéc bao vé Patrick chdéng lai



nhi*ng 10i cdo budc kinh khting do 1€ ra da 1a mét hanh dong cao
quy, thé ma tbi lai 1am hong di. Vi d6 ma t6i nguyén rda minh
ting ngay trong doi. Nhitng tay sin toi 16i sti bot mép dang be
be & King’s Head, dang ndo ho chang ché trach toi, nghi t6i 13
mot ngudi dan ba sa doa, con Patrick 13 ké cuc ky xau xa. Co hé
han gi ddu néu ho ché trach tdi thém doi chat. That ra, t6i con
khong chac ho cé thé ddy ndi nhuc cia tdi 1én dén muic do nao
cao hon nira.”

“Vay sao ba khong ndi ra su that?” Poirot hoi.

“Co 18 t6i hy vong nhitng th thach ddi vdi Frances sé nhe
nhang hon. €6 18 t6i muon tranh mot tai tiéng con 16n hon nita.
Nhung khi Frances va Patrick tuw 1y di mang séng ctia ho thi
niém hy vong 1am cho moi thi tot dep hon cling tat lim. Toi biét
ho da tu sat, du moi ngudi cé xAm xi thé ndo,” Nancy bd sung
nhu mot y nghi vira nay sinh.

“Po 1a diéu ma ngudi ta ban tan?” Poirot hoi.

“Theo bac s va theo tat ca cac bién ban chinh thic, cai chét
ctia ho 13 do tai nan, nhung chang ai & Great Holling tin vay ca.
Ty sat 13 mot t0i 16i trong mat nha tho. Toi nghi dng béc s lang
mudn bao vé thanh danh clia Patrick va Frances dé né khong
hoen 6 thém. Ong ay rat yéu mén ho. Ong ay da dirng 1én bao vé
ho khi chang ai ddm lam thé. Bic si Flowerday 12 mot ngudi
chinh truc hiém hoi & Great Holling. Ong ay biét nhan ra mot 101
néi doi c hiém.” Nancy cudi trong nudc mat. “Mot 101 ndi doi
dap lai 101 néi doi vA mot miéng can dap lai mot miéng can.”

“Hay mot su’ that dap lai mot s that?” Poirot gai y.



“0. Phai, ding vay.” Nancy cé vé ngac nhién. “Oi troi, téi lam
hong hét chiéc khan tay ctia ong roi.”

“Khong quan trong. T6i con nhiéu chiéc khac. Td6i mubn hoi
thém ba mot cau nita, thua ba: cai tén Samuel Kidd cé quen
thudc vdi ba khong?”

“Khong. NO phai quen thudc sao?”

“Ong ta khong sdng & Great Holling khi ba & d6 ch?”

“Khdéng hé. That may man cho 6ng ta, du 6ng ta 13 ai,” Nancy
cay dang néi.



CHUONG 17

NG/l PHU NI LGN TUGI
VA CHANG: TRAI TRE

“Thé day,” Poirot noéi khi nguwdi khach cua chung tbi ra vé.
“Nancy Ducane dong y v4i Margaret Ernst rang vg chong Ive tuw
sat, nhung bién ban chinh thic lai ghi rang day 13 hai cai chét
do tai nan. Ambrose Flowerday dua ra 1i néi doi nay dé bao vé
thanh danh cta Patrick va Frances Ive, khong dé nd hoen 6
thém.”

“La that,” toi ndi. “Margaret Ernst khong hé ndi gi vé chuyén
nay.”

“Cho nén toi tu héi liéu c6 phai chiung ta da tim ra duoc ly do
vl sao ba ta bat anh hi¥a khéng néi chuyén véi dng bac st hay
khoéng. Liéu Ambrose Flowerday cé hanh dién vé 16i ndéi doi cta
ong ta, da dé thira nhin néu cé ai dén? Liéu c6 phai Margaret
Ernst muoén bao vé ong ta...”

“pung,” tdi ddng v. “Pé cé thé 1a 1y do ba ta mudn kéo tdi ra xa
ong ta.”

“Mong udc bao vé - didu nay qua dé hiéu!” Giong clia Poirot



ch¥a chan cam xuc.

“Ong khong thé tu trdch minh vé Jennie, 6ng Poirot a. Ong dau
thé bao vé cb ta.”

“Chuyén nay thi anh sang su6t day, Catchpool. Bdo vé Jennie
13 diéu khong thé ddi vdi bat ct ai, ngay ca vdi Hercule Poirot
nay. Pd qua mudn dé ma cu Jennie, ngay ca trudc khi toi gdp co
ta — diéu nay nay da rd. Qua mudn roi.” Ong thd dai. “biéu thu vi
la 1an nay lai ¢cé mau, trong khi 1an trudc chi cé thudc doc ch
chang c6 mau me.”

“T6i ct thac mac mai: thi thé Jennie dang & dau? Khdach san
Bloxham d3 dugc xdi tung dé tim kiém ma van chang thay gil”

“pirng thac mac né & dau, Catchpool a, & dau khong quan
trong, Hay thac mac vi sao. Néu thi thé dugc chuyén ra khoi
khach san bang xe chd do giit, bang vali hay bang xe cut kit, thi
tai sao né phai dudc chuyén di? Tai sao khdng bd né lai phong
khach san nhu ba ngudi kia?”

“Vay cau tra 10i 1a sao? Ong biét ma, hay ndi cho t6i nghe di.”

“pung vay,” Poirot ndi. “TAt cid nhitng chuyén dé déu cé thé
gidi thich, nhung t6i e rang d6 khong phai 13 mot 101 giai thich
vui vé.”

“Vui vé hay khong, t6i cting mu6n nghe.”

“Vao lic thich hop anh sé dugc nghe moi chuyén. Lic nay toi
s€ chi ndi v4i anh nhu sau: khong nhan vién nao ctia khach san
Bloxham thay Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus
hon mot 1an, trir mot nguwoi duy nhat: Thomas Brignell. Anh ta
gap Richard Negus hai 1dn: mot 1an khi Negus dén khach san



hom thi tw va Brignell ra doén ong ta, l1an nita vao t6i th nim
khi anh ta dung phai Richard Negus & hanh lang va 6ng Negus
dat anh ta rugu vang.” Poirot phat ra vai tiéng cuoi khting khuc,
vé tw man. “Hay nghi vé chuyén d4, Catchpool a. Anh bat dau
thay su kién do6 ndi 1én diéu gi chua?”

“Chua.”

AL

“Xin 0ng day, 6ng Poirot! birng thot ra cai A&m ‘A’ 1am ngudi ta
dién tiét 1én nhu thé.”

“TOi da nodi anh ro6i, ban t6i a: dirng bao gi¢ ch¢ doi dugc ban
cho cau tra 16i.”

“Toi thue su bi roi! T nhiéu gdc do, cé vé nhu Nancy Ducane
phai 1a hung tha, nhung ba ta lai cé ching ct ngoai pham tw
Louisa Wallace. Vay thi... ai khac cé thé 13 ngudi mudn giét
Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury, Richard Negus va ca Jennie Hobbs
nita?” To6i budc qua budc lai trong phong khach, buc bdi vdi
chinh minh vi da khong thé thiy dudng huéng. “Du tdi van nghi
ong c6 hoa dién mdi nghi ngd Henry Negus hay Rafal Bobak hay
Thomas Brignell, nhung gid du ho 1a hung thu di nita thi dong co
ctia ho c6 thé 14 gi? Nhitng ngudi nay cé gi lién két véi su kién bi
thuong & Great Holling mudi sdu nam vé trugc?”

“Henry Negus cé mot ddng cd phd bién va cd xua nhat thé gidi:
tién. Ong 4y chang néi véi ching ta rang ngudi anh Richard
dang 1am tan hoang tai san cua minh dé sao? Ong ta con ndi
rang vg 6ng ta mdt muc khdng chiu dudi Richard ra khéi nha.
Néu Richard Negus chét, Henry Negus s& khong phai nu6i anh



trai minh. Néu Richard khong chét, dng ta cd thé mat di mot gia
tai nhoé vi ong anh.”

“Con Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury. Con Jennie Hobbs? C&
sao Henry Negus phai giét cd ho nita?”

“T6i khong biét, mic du tdi cd thé nghi thém.” Poirot ndi. “vé
phan Rafal Bobak va Thomas Brignell - toi nghi ca hai déu khong
céd dong co, tr phi mot trong hai ngudi khong phai 1a ké ma
ching ta lAm tudng.”

“T6i nghi ta cé thé diéu tra thém do6i chit vé ho,” téi ndi.

“Trong khi ching ta 1ap danh sdch cac nghi pham tiém nang,
anh nghi sao vé Margaret Ernst va bac si Ambrose Flowerday?”
Poirot ggi y. “Ho khong yéu Patrick Ive, nhung di vy ho van cé
thé mudn trd thl cho 6ng 4y. Margaret Ernst, theo 16i khai ctia
chinh ba, dang ngdi mot minh tai nha vao lic dién ra cac an
mang. Va ching ta khong biét bac si Flowerday & dau vi anh da
hira khong tim dén 6ng ta — va, hdi 6i, anh da giit 101 hita. Poirot
nay phai tu tim dén Great Holling thoi.”

“T6i dd ndi 6ng nén di cling t6i réi ma,” t6i nhac nhé. “Nhung
néu 6ng di thi 1am sao 6ng trao ddi duogc véi Nancy Ducane, Rafal
Bobak va nhitng ngudi khac. Nhan tién, toi cling da suy nghi vé
chang trai tré va ngudi phu nit 16n tudi ma Bobak nghe 16m dugc
Harriet, Ida va Richard Negus ban tan - gia st nhu 161 ké ctia dng
ta 13 dadng tin. Va toi da 1ap ra mot danh sach tat ca cac cdp cd
lién hé tinh cdm v&i nhau.” T6i moi ra ti trong tii mdt ban danh
sach. Phai thita nhin rang téi d3 hy vong gy in tuong véi
Poirot, nhung dit 4n tuong hay khéng, 6ng da chang thé hién



diéu gi ca.

“George va Harriet Sippel,” toi doc 16n. “Patrick va Frances Ive.
Patrick Ive va Nancy Ducane. William Ducane va Nancy Ducane.
Charles va Margaret Ernst. Richard Negus va Ida Gransbury.
Khong cip nao ngudi nit 16n tudi hon ngudi nam, néi chi dén
mutc dé mo ta 12 ‘dang tudi me’.”

“Xi,” Poirot sot rudt ndi. “Anh khong chiu suy nghi, ban t6i a.
Lam sao anh biét cdp do6 cd ton tai hay khong, cai cap cd ngudi
phu nit 16n tudi va chang trai tré ay?”

T6i nhin sitng 6ng, tw hoi cé phai 6ng dd mat ly tri. “walter
Stoakley d3 noi vé ho & King’'s Head, v Rafal Bobak dd nghe
thay...”

“Non, non,” Poirot s sang ngit 16i. “Anh khong chiu chd y chi
tiét: & quan tro King's Head, Walter Stoakley ndi vé ngudi phu nit
dd chdm ddat moi lién hé 13ng man véi mot nguoi dan 6ng, ding
khong nao? Con cudc tro chuyén ma Rafal Bobak nghe 16m dugc
tr ba nan nhan thi ban vé mot ngudi dan d6ng khong con moi
quan tdm lang man ddi véi ngudi phu nit van khao khat tinh
yéu ctia 6ng ta. Lam sao dé cd thé 1a cung nhitng ngudi nhw
nhau, cing mot cap? Phai 1a trai nguoc hoan toan chd: ho khong
thé njo 1a cing nhitng ngudi nhw nhau!”

“Ong cg ly,” t6i b bang noi. “Tdi dd khong nghi dén diéu do.”

“Anh qua hao hitng v6i mau hinh ctia anh - d6 1a Iy do. Mot
phu nit 16n tudi va mot chang trai tré & chd nay, roi mot phu nit
16n tudi va chang trai tré & chd no. Voila, anh mac nhién cho ho

1a cung nhi*tng ngudi nhu nhau!”



“Vang, qua vay. CO 18 toi da l1am sai nghé.”
cling vay, nhung ddéi lic. Anh da tirng gitp t6i thoat ra khoi
dudng him rdi ram. Anh con nhd cai Iic anh néi du Thomas
Brignell con gidu diém diéu gi thi d6 cfing 12 vi lo lang riéng tu
thoi? PO 1a mot nhan xét rat hitu ich cho toi, thuc su rat hitu
ich!”

“Thé thi e rang toi van dang trong duong ham va chua thiy
tia sdng nao & phia cudi ca.”

“T6i hita vdi anh,” Poirot néi. “Ngay mai, ngay sau bita diém
tam, chding ta sé 1am cudc viéng thim nho nhd, anh va t6i. Sau
dé anh s& hiéu rd hon by gid. Téi hy vong c tdi cling thé.”

“To0i c6 duge phép hdi ching ta sé viéng tham ai khong?”

“Ct hoi di, mon ami.” Poirot mim cudi. “T6i da goi cho
noi tén ra 1a anh biét ngay.”

Khoi phai ndi, dng van khong cé v dinh cho t6i biét ngudi do.



CHUONG 18
GO CTA XEM 41 RA MO NAO

Khi chdng t6i bang ngang thanh phé sdng hdom sau dé 1am cudc
“viéng tham” bi hiém, tinh than Poirot ci¥ thay d6i xoanh xoach
nhw thdi tiét cia London, vén khong duwoc quyét doan 1am giita
mAy mua va nang. Co lic éng gidn ngudi, té ra hai long véi ban
than, nhung ngay sau dé ong lai cau cau cap long may nhu lo
lang diéu gi.

Chung t6i dén mot ngdi nha khiém ton trén mot con dudng
hep. “SO 3 Yarmouth Cottages,” Poirot néi khi ding trudc cira
nha. “Anh nhan ra dia chi nay khong, Catchpool? Né quen thudc
vdi anh ma, dung khong?”

“Phai. bgi chut. T6i s& nhd ra ngay. Phai roi, do 1a dia chi cia
Samuel Kidd, ding khong nhi?”

“pung vay. Nhan ching lgi hai ctia chung ta, nguoi da thay
Nancy Ducane chay khoi khach san Bloxham va danh roi hai
chia khéa, mic du Nancy Ducane khong thé c6 mit & khach san
Bloxham ngay sau 8 gi¢ vao dém an mang.”

“Vi ba 4y dang ¢ nha ctia Louisa Wallace,” toi tdn thanh. “Vi



vay chdng ta dén day dé doa 6ng Kidd mot chut, ding khong a?
va tim hiéu xem ai 1a nguti d3 xui khién 6ng ta ndi d6i?”

“Thé thi...”

“Ta choi mot tro choi nho nhé nhé. Tro choi nay mang tén la
GO-Cla-Xem-Ai-Ra-M§&-NAao,” Poirot ndi vdi mot nu cudi bi an.
“Nao, moi anh. Toi s tu g6 néu khong deo gang. T6i khdng
muodn 1am ban ching.”

TOi g6 roi cho, long tw hdi vi sao Poirot lai cho doi ai d6 ra mé
cfa khi ma cht nha da di ving. T6i ha miéng toan héi rdi ngdm
lai. DT nhién, cé héi cling vo ich. T6i bang khuang nhd lai cai thoi
(méi chi cach day chua day hai tuan 18) khi t6i con tin rang néu
c6 ai d4 biét rd cau tra 101 thi ta ¢ nén hoi thang.

Ca chinh ctia can s6 3 Yarmouth Cottages md ra, va toi dot
nhién ding trudc d6i mat mé 1én ctia mot ngudi khong phai 14
Samuel Kidd. Thoat tién tdi boi rdi, vi d6 1a mot khudn mat la.
ROi t0i quan sat ndi sg hii lam veo vo nhitng dudng nét va biét
dugc ngudi dé at 14 ai.

“Chao c0, cb6 Jennie,” Poirot noi. “Catchpool, day la cd Jennie
Hobbs. con day 1a 6ng Edward Catchpool, thwa c6. Chic ¢d con
nhd, tdi cd nhac dén d6ng ta & quan ca phé Pleasant. Cho phép toi
bay t6 sw nhe nhdm bat tan vi da tim dugc cd con song.”

P4 12 lic ma tdi biét chic rang minh chang biét gi ca. Vai
manh vun nhdé ctia su tu tin ma to6i bam viu vao da chirng to la
khong dang tin cdy. Lam thé quai ndo Poirot biét dugc ong phai



tim Jennie Hobbs tai day? biéu dé 1a khong tudng! Thé ma thuc
té chung t6i dang dirng noi day.

Sau khi Jennie dinh than va dan xép lai cic biéu cam thanh
vé gi d6 do ram ro va it phong tht hon, c6 mdi chung t6i vao nha
va bdo chung t6i ch¢ trong mot can phong nhd tam t6i vdi
nhing ban td réu ra. ROi cd xin cdo 16, ndi rang co sé trd lai ngay
tire thi.

“Ong noi 1a khong kip ctu ¢d ta mal!” T6i gidn d@ ndi vdi
Poirot. “Ong ndi doi toi.”

Ong lac dau. “LAm sao toi biét s& tim dugc cd ta & day? Do

”

nay.

“Bang cach nio?”

“Xin anh hay nhd lai cudc tro chuyén ctia anh vdi wWalter
Stoakley & quan tro King’s Head, nhd lai 6ng ta d3 noéi vé mot phu
ni 18 ra d3 cd chong con, mdt ngdi nha riéng va cudc song hanh
phtic. Anh nhdé ra chua?”

“Vay thi sao?”

“Mot phu nit dang tron cudc doi minh cho moét nguoi dan 6ng
vi dai? San sang hy sinh tit ca vi anh ta? ROi sau dd, 6ng
Stoakley néi: ‘Cd ta khong thé cudi mot thdang nhdc ndo dd, mot
khi d3 tirng yéu mdt ngudi c¢d dia vi. Cho nén cb ta bé roi han.
Anh cd nhé da ké cho t6i nhu vy khong, mon ami?”

“DT nhién 13 nhd! T6i dau phai thang ngoc.”

“Anh nghi anh d3 tim ra ngudi phu nit 16n tudi va chang trai



tré, n'est-ce pas! Rafal Bobak d3 nhic dén ho tai khach san

Bloxham - 6ng ta ndi ba nan nhan da ban luin vé ho - va anh
nghi Walter Stoakley ngu y cap nay, do dé anh hdi dng Stoakley
ngudi phu nit c6 hon nhiéu tudi so véi ngudi dan éng ma cb ta
bé roi khong, bdi 18 anh tin rang 6ng ta néi: ‘co ta khong thé cusi
mét thang nhdc nao dd’. Nhung, ban t6i a, anh dd khong nghe ki
Ong tal”

“C4 chit - chac chan 13 tdi nghe ki.”

tirc Ong Samuel Kidd.”
“Nhung... nhung ma... 0i, chét tiét!”
“Anh da két ludn sai vi trudc d6 Walter Stoakley dd dung tir

nham 13n gidng nhu thé. Pirng qua tu trach minh.”

“va rdi, do hiéu nham, t6i da hoi Stoakley vé cich biét tudi tac
gitta nguoi phu nit véi ngudi ma co6 ta 1€ ra phai cudi va 6ng ta
da hiéu 12 tdi hoi vé g rach viéc dd. Chic 6ng ta ngac nhién 1am
khi t6i hoi vay vi Jennie Hobbs chang lién quan gi dén gi rach
viéc kia.”

“Oui. Néu khéng do dan vi rugu, hin 6ng cu da héi lai anh
roi.” Poirot nhun vai.

“Vay 1a Jennie Hobbs da dinh hon véi Samuel Kidd,” tdi cd duc
két lai. “Va... cO ta dd bd 6ng 4y & lai Cambridge d& dén Great
Holling cung Patrick Ive?”

Poirot gat dau. “Fee Spring, cd phuc vu & quan Pleasant, c6 noi
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véi toi rang Jennie tirng cé mot 1An budn dau trong qua khit. Toi
dang tu héi d6 1a ndi budn dau nao.”

“Ching ta chang phai vira tra 15i cAu héi d6 sao?” téi néi. “Han
d6 12 ndi budn khi bd lai Samuel Kidd.”

“T6i nghi nhiéu kha nang hon 1a do cai chét ctia Patrick Ive,
ngudi ma Jennie thuc sy yéu. Nhan thé, toi ciing chic chan d6 14
ly do cd ta do6i cach an ndi: dé nghe gidng mot ngudi cling tAng
16p véi 6ng 4y, véi hy vong dng 4y xem c6 ta 1 ngudi binh dang
chi¥ khong chi 1a ngudi giap viéc.”

“Ong khong sq cd ta bién mat 1An nita sao?” toi hdi, mat nhin
canh ctra khép ctia phong khach. “Co ta lam gi ma l1au thé? Ong
biét khong, chung ta phai dua ngay co ta dén bénh vién néu nhw
o ta chuwa dén do.”

“Bénh vién?” Poirot c6 vé ngac nhién.

“Phai. C6 ta d3 mat kha nhiéu mau & cai phong khach san do.”

“Anh lo nghi qua nhiéu r6i,” Poirot ndi. Trong déng nhw dang cd
nhiéu diéu muon ndi, nhung ding lic dé Jennie ma& canh ctra.

“Xin thw 10i cho to6i, dng Poirot,” cd ndi.

“Vé chuyén gi, thua c6?”

Can phong chim trong sw yén lang bat tién. T6i mudn lén
tiéng va cham dat su ldng ting do, nhung lai nghi ngd kha nang
minh déng gdp duoc diéu gi hitu ich.

“Nancy Ducane,” Poirot cd tinh ndi rat cham, “ba ay co6 phai la
nguwdi ma cd trén tranh khi cd tat vao an nau & quan ca phé
Pleasant? Ba ay c6 phai 1a ngudi c6 sg?”



“TOi biét ba ay da giét Harriet, Ida va Richard tai khach san
Bloxham,” Jennie thi thao. “T6i da thay vu nay trén bao chi.”

“Vi ching t6i tim dugc c6 tai nha Samuel Kidd, vi hon phu
trudc day cta co, lidu chiing tdi cé thé gia thiét rang 6ng ta da ké
cho c6 1a da thay gi vao cai dém an mang dé?”

Jennie git dau. “Nancy tU trong khach san Bloxham chay ra,
danh roi hai chiéc chia khda trén via he, anh ay ndi vay.”

“Dd 1a mot su trung hop incroyable, thura co: Nancy Ducane,

ké da giét ba ngudi va dinh giét ca c6 nita, dugc nhin thay dang
chay khoéi hién trudong boi mot ngudi ma co tung du dinh két
hon chi chang phai ai khac!”

Jennie bat ra mot tiéng kéu hau nhu vo thanh. “vang.”

“Poirot thi 6ng ay nghi ngd mot su trung hgp 16n nhu thé. Co
dang ndi doi, va c6 da noi doi 1an trudc, luc ching ta gap nhau!”

“Khong dau! Toi thé...”

“Tai sao cd 1y phong & khach san Bloxham du biét dé 1a noi
Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus da bi sat hai? Co
khong co cau tra 101, toi biét mal”

“Ong phai cho tbi ndi thi t6i mdi tra 16i duoc ch. T6i qua mét
moi vi tron chay. Moi tht ¢ vé dé dang hon néu chuyén dé két
thic.”

“La vAy sao? CO diém tinh chdp nhin s6 phan dang chd doi
minh? Co chao don nd, xudi theo nd?”

“vang.”

“Thé thi tai sao cd lai doi 6ng quan ly khach san Lazzari phai



cho c6 mot phong ‘nhanh 1én, nhanh 1én’, nhw thé c6 van dang
tron chay ké truy lung c6? va, do cd khong cd vé gi bi thuong,
viing mau trong phong 402 1a cta ai vay?”

Jennie bat dau khéc, ddi chan hoi 140 ddo. Poirot ditng day
gitp c6 ngodi xudng ghé. Ong nodi. “Co ngodi di. Pén phién tbi ditng
dé nédi cho cd hay bang cach nio tdi biét chic cd chua bao gid néi
that vdi toi ca.”

“Nhe nhang thdi, 6ng Poirot,” tdi nhic nhé dng. Jennie trong
c¥ nhu sip ngat.

Poirot cé vé bat chép. “Viéc giét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury
va Richard Negus da dugc thong bdo qua manh gidy dé lai,” 6ng
ndi. ““CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO YEN NGHI: 121. 238. 317’ Gi& thi
t6i thac mac: mot sat thi budc dén ban 18 tan cta khich san
trong trang thai binh tinh dén lanh lung réi dat xuéng dé manh
gidy quang cdo cho ba 4n mang thi liu cé gidng cai ngudi dé
hoang loan, hon hén chay ra khéi khach san, roi danh roi hai
chia khéa ngay trudc mit nhan chitng? chuing ta cé nén tin rang
st hoang loan clia hung tht - Nancy Ducane - chi bat dau sau
khi ba ta d&€ manh gidy lai trén ban? va néu nhu Nancy Ducane
chay ra khéi Bloxham ngay sau 8 gi¢' thi lJam cach nao ba ay lai
dang dung bita t6i v8i quy ba Louisa, vao chinh thoi diém d6?”

“Ong Poirot, 6ng khong nghi phai nhe nhang hon védi co ta
sao?”

“Toi khong nghi vay. Toi hoi cb, c6 Jennie: cd sao Nancy
Ducane phai dé lai manh gidy? C& sao ba ti thi cAn phai duoc
tim thay ngay sau 8 gid tdi? Nhan vién ctia khach san dang no



chang phat hién ra vao 1dc ndo d4. Tai sao phai voi vang? va néu
ba Ducane da diém tinh dé tiép can ban 1& tn va bo lai manh
gidy ma khong gy nghi ngd thi han ¢ nghia ba 4y cd kha ning
suy nghi hop ly vé nhitng gi cAn l1am. Thé thi tai sao ba ay khong
b6 ludn hai chiéc chia khda vao tui 4o khodc cho an toan trudc
khi r&i khach san? Mot cich ngd ngan, ba dy lai cAm chung
trong tay roi danh roi ngay trudc mat 6ng Kidd. Ong ay con thay
dugc ching cé khac sb: ‘mot tram gi gi d&’ va ‘ba trim gi gi d6’.
Cling nh¢ su trung hop ngiu nhién ma ong ta nhan ra khudn
mait ngudi phu nit bi 4n, va sau mot thdi gian ngin gia v& nhw
khong thé nhé ra dugc, 6ng ta cé thé thoai mai ndi ra véi chiung
t0i cai tén Nancy Ducane. Tat cd nhitng diéu nay theo c6 cd nghe
hgp ly khong, c6 Hobbs? V&i Hercule Poirot, chung nghe khdéng
hop 1y chit ndo cad - nhat 1a khi 6ng ay da tim ra c6 & day, tai
nha 6ng Kidd, va 6ng iy biét Nancy Ducane cd chi'ng c ngoai
pham!”

Jennie dang quét nudc mat bang tay 4o.

Poirot quay sang t6i. “LOi khai ctia Samuel Kidd 13 gian doi twr
dau dén cuodi, Catchpool a. Ong ta va Jennie Hobbs da thong dong
nhau do vay tdi giét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard
Negus 1én Nancy Ducane.”

“Ong khong biét ong nham thé nao dau!” Jennie hét 1én.

“T6i biét cd 12 mot ké ndi doi. T 1au t6i da ngd rang cudc gip
gifta toi va c6 & Pleasant c6 lién quan dén an mang & Bloxham.
Hai su’ viéc ndy — néu ta tinh ba 4n mang la mot sy viéc - ¢ hai
diém chung quan trong nhat va cling bat thudng nhat.”



CAu nay lam t6i ngdi thang day. T6i di chd qua lau dé duoc
nghe nhitng diém tuong dong dé.

Poirot ndi tiép: “Thi nhat 13 mot sy tuong dong tam ly: ca hai
su viéc déu cd clng goi v rang cac nan nhan con to6i 10i hon ca
hung th(. Manh gidy dé lai trén ban 1é tan ctia Bloxham - ‘CAU
CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO YEN NGHI’ - ggi y rang Harriet Sippel,
Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus 13 nhitng nguti dang chét va
hung tha giét ho 1a ngudi thuc thi cong 1y. Con & quan ca phé,
thura cd Jennie, c6 d3 ndi vdi toi rang cd dang bi chét, va chi khi
nao cb bi giét di thi cong ly cudi cung mdi dugc thuc thi.”

Ong ay ndi dung. Tai sao toi lai b6 qua diéu dé nhi?

“Tiép dén 1a twong dong th hai, khong phai 13 tAm ly ma 13
tinh hudng: vu giét ngudi & Bloxham va cudc tro chuyén tai quan
ca phé vdi Jennie hoang hét con gan két nhau & mot dic diém
chung nita 1a c6 qua nhiéu manh moi, qué nhiéu thong tin tir
qua sém! C6 qua nhiéu chi dan hién 1én cliing ldc, nhu thé cé ai
dé muon chia tay ra gitp canh sat. Chi mot cudc gdp mit ngan
ngui & quan ca phé ma tdi dd gom duwgc mot sd luong dit kién
dang kinh ngac. C6 Jennie, cd ta cAm thay c6 16i. Co ta d& lam
viéc gi d6 khung khiép. €6 ta khong mudn hung tha bi tritng tri.
Co ta cd tinh ndi vdi toi: ‘0, mong dirng ai mé& miéng’, d&€ khi nao
tdi nghe vé ba thi thé & khach san Bloxham véi khuy mang-xét
trong miéng cé thé tdi s& nhd lai 15 c6 ta va thac mac, hay cd khi
tiém thwc cta toi sé tién hanh viéc lién hé d6?”

“Ong hiéu sai vé tdi roi, 6ng Poirot,” Jennie phan doi.

Poirot phét 10 cd, tiép tuc bai dién van: “Ta hdy xem xét cac an



mang & Bloxham. Mot 1an nita, & dd, chung t6i thdy minh duoc
cung cap qua nhiéu théng tin, va ching dén sém tdi mic kha
nghi: Richard Negus tra tién cho cd ba can phong va cho cac
chuyén xe tlr ga xe I¥a vé khach san. Ca ba nan nhin déu dang
song hoac tirng song ¢ lang Great Holling. Thém vao do lai con
cai manh méi 1oi hai 13 dong chit tit PIJ trén nhitng chiéc khuy
mang-xét dé dan dat ching t6i dén 1y do vi sao ba ngudi nay bi
tritng phat: do cach d6i x@ tan nhan cta ho d6i véi muc suw
Patrick Ive. Ngoai ra, manh gidy b lai & ban 18 tan da thé hién rd
rang dong co 13 tra thi riéng, hoic do khao khat cong ly. Chang
may khi hung tht chiu viét ra ddng co cia minh va bd no lai day
nhi y & mot noi noéi bat nhu vy, dung khong a?”

“That ra ciing c6 nhitng hung thtt muén ngudi khac biét dong
co cia minh,” toi noi.
Ducane muén giét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard
Negus, liéu ba ay c6 lam diéu d6 theo cich ma moi dau vét déu
chi nguoc vé ba 4y? Ba 4y cé mudn 1én gia treo cd khong? va cd
sao Richard Negus - ké da & bén bd vuc cia co han, theo nhu 101
ngudi em - lai thanh todn cho tat cad moi khoan? Nancy Ducane
13 ngudi gidu cd. Néu ba 4y 1a hung thi d3 du dd cic nan nhan
dén London dé giét ho, vay tai sao khong phai ba 4y 1a ngudi tra
tién phong va tién xe. Nhitng diéu nay déu nghe khong khdp!”

“Xin hay dé toi ndi, dng Poirot! T6i s& ndi vdi 6ng suw that?”

“Luc nay to6i thich chinh toi ndi vdi c6 sy that hon, thua co.
Th¢ 10i cho t6i, nhung tdi thay ké dang tin hon chinh 13 tdi.



Trudc khi c6 ké cAu chuyén cua cd, cd di hoi tdi nghi huu chua,
c6 nhd khong? €6 da dong kich rat khéo khi vo yéu cau t6i xac
nhan viéc t6i khong cé quyén bat ngudi hay thuc thi phap luit &
dat nuwdc nay. Chi khi dd, titc sau khi toi cam két viéc nay, cd6 mdi
tho 10 vdi tdi. Nhung Iic dé t6i da cho cd biét tdi cd ngudi ban &
Scotland Yard ro6i. C6 ndi chuyén véi t6i khong phai vi c6 tin toi
khong cé thAm quyén bat hung thd, ma vi cd biét rat rd tdi 1a
ngudi cé &nh hudng vdi cdnh sat — bdi vi ¢6 muon thay Nancy
Ducane bi dd vy tdi 161 va bi treo ¢4 vi toi giét ngudi.”

“Toi khong muon nhu thé!” Jeannie xoay khuén mat dam dia
nudc mat sang toi. “LAm on ngan 6ng ta lai dil”

“T6i s& dirng lai khi ndo tdi san sang,” Poirot néi. “C6 1a khach
hang thudng xuyén ctia quan Pleasant, thua c6. Cac c¢d phuc vu
dd noi thé. Ho ban tan rat nhiéu sau lung khach hang. Toi nghi
c6 dd nghe ho ndi vé t6i: cai 6ng ngudi Au khd chiu vdi bd ria
mép, cd I 1a canh sat Luc dia, cung 6ng ban Catchpool day, tir
Scotland Yard. 6 d3 nghe ho néi rang tdi duing bita tai Pleasant
vao moi tdi th¥ nam, chinh xac vao ltc 7 gidy 30. 0, vang, thua cd,
cO da biét phai tim t6i & dau, va cd biét Hercule Poirot sé 1a hoan
hao cho cac muc dich x3o quyét ctiia cd! C6 dén quan ca phé vdi
bé ngoai hoang hot, nhung tat cd déu la gid tao, mdt man kich!
€6 nhin ra ngoai cra s6 mot hoi 1au, nhu thé sg ai dd truy dudi
cd, nhung cd khong thé thiy gi qua cai clta s6 d ngoai trir hinh
anh phan chiéu cta can phong ma c6 dang & trong. Vva mot trong
cac cd phuc vu d3 thay hinh anh phan chiéu cila mat cd va nhan
ra c0 dang nhin c6 ta chit khong phai nhin ra duong. C6é phai cd



dd tinh toan: ‘Liéu c6 ai nghi ngd minh ddng kich budn kho? Liéu
cai ¢ phuc vu cé dd6i mat sic 1ém kia cd doan ra su that va ngin
chan ké hoach ctia minh?”

Toi dirng day. “Ong Poirot, tdi tin chic 13 dng ding, nhung 6ng
khong thé ci tiép tuc ké tdi mai ngudi phu nit téi nghiép kia ma
khong cho cb ta néi 18i ndo dé ty vé.”

“Binh tinh di, Catchpool. Tdi chang d3 giai thich véi anh roi dé
sao? C6 Hobbs day rat biét cach tao ra vé ngoai cuc ky bat hanh,
trong khi dé con ngudi thuc bén trong cia co ta lai cuc ky diém
tinh va tinh toan.”

“Ong 1a mot ngudi nhan tAm!” Jennie rén ri.

“Au contraire, mademoiselle. Vao ltiic thich hop s& dén phién

cd ndi. €6 da ndi vdi toi: ‘O, mong dirng ai m& miéng! Lam sao cd
biét Nancy Ducane dd dat nhitng chiéc khuy mang-xét vao
miéng ho sau khi giét ba nan nhan? T6i thay la, khong hiéu vi
sao c6 lai biét. Cé phai ba Ducane da tirng doa s& lam thé? Toi cé
thé tudng twong mot ké giét ngudi doa dung bao luc dé gay ra sg
hai - ‘Néu bat dugc mi, ta sé cat c¢6 mi,’ hay dai loai 12 thé -
nhung t6i khong thé tudng twong mot ké giét ngudi lai ndi: ‘Sau
khi ta giét mi, ta s& dit mot chiéc khuy mang-xét cé khac chit
vao miéng mi.’ T6i khong thé tudng tuong ai lai ndi vy, ma toi
thi von 13 mdt ngudi kha gidu 6c tudng tuong! A — xin th 10i! -
con mot quan sat cudi cting nita, thua cd. Du ¢d ¢ gay toi 16i nao
din dén s6 phan bi tham cda Patrick va Frances Ive, van c6 ba
ngudi nhidu toi 16i hon cd. PS 1a Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va
Richard Negus. Ho d3 tin vao 161 ndi doi cia cd va 16i kéo ca lang



ch6ng lai muc su Patrick Ive va vo 6ng ta. Nghe day, tai Pleasant,
cO da ndi vdi toi: ‘Toi chét di thi cong ly rot cudc mdbi dugce thuc
thi’, va c6 dd nhan manh twr ‘tdi chét di’. biéu do6 cho tdi thay cod
biét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus da chét.
Nhung khi xem xét tat cd cac chitng c¢& duoc trinh ra, toi lai thay
ba 4n mang & khach san Bloxham chua thé dién ra vao lic d6.”

“Dirng lai di, lam on, dirng lai di!” Jennie thon thifc.

“MOot lic nita thdi tdi s han hanh lang nghe cd. Cho phép tdi
don gidn nhac cd rang c¢d d3 néi nhitng 151 d6. ‘Toi chét di thi
cong 1y rot cudc mdi duge thuc thi’ — vao khoang 7 gio 45, nhung
chdng tbi lai biét rang ba 4n mang & Bloxham chi dugc nhan
vién khach san phat hién sau 8 gi¥y 10. Vi vy, bang cach nao dé,
cd, Jennie Hobbs, d3 biét trudc vé ba 4n mang. Bang cach ndo
vay?”

“Chi can 0ng dirng 1én 4n toi nita, tdi s&€ noi tat ca! Toi da tuyét
vong. Phai thudng truc giit trong long tat cd nhitng bi mat va
gian do6i d6... qua 1a sy tra tin. Téi khong thé chiu dung thém
duogc nival”

“Bon,” Poirot nhe nhang noéi. Gigng 6ng chgt hién hoa. “Hom
nay cd da nhan cu sdc 16n, phai khong? €6 18 gid day cd da hiéu,
c6 khong doi gat Poirot nay duoc diu.”

“T6i hiéu rdi. TOi s& ké cho 6ng nghe cAu chuyén tir dau. That
nhe nhdm biét bao khi cudi cung cling néi duoc su that.”

Jennie ké mot mach. C3 toi 1an Poirot déu khéng ngat 10i co
cho dén khi cd thong bio da ké xong. Nhitng gl tiép theo day 1a
101 ké cua cd ta. b4 12 mdt cAu chuyén trung thuc va day du, toi



hy vong thé.



CHUONG 19
CUGI CUNG LA SU THAT

T6i d3 huy hoai cudc doi ngudi dan 6ng duy nhat ma toi yéu, va
qua dé cling huty hoai luén cudc doi ciia chinh minh.

T6i khdng mudn su thé lai di dén budc ngoat dé. T6i khong
bao gid twdng tuwgng ndi rang mot vai 161 ngu ngdc va dodc Ac lai
c6 thé gy tai hoa 16n nhu thé. L& ra toi phai cAn nhic, phai gitt
moOm gitt miéng, nhung t6i dang thiy long ton thuong, va trong
mot phut yéu dudi toi da cho phép ndi han thit xAm chiém.

TOi yéu Patrick Ive dén tirng chan to ké téc du da co kiém nén.
Khi bat dau 1am viéc cho Pauick, t6i d3 dinh hén véi Sam Kidd.
TOi la nguwdi giup viéc cho anh Ay tai truong Saviour thudc Pai
hoc Cambridge, noi anh &y theo hoc. T6i cling mén Sam, nhung
trai tim t6i da thudc vé Patrick chi vai tudn sau khi t6i gdp anh
JAn dAu. va tbi biét didu dé s& khong thay doi du cd ¢ chuyén
dich cdm xuc cach may. Patrick mang tat ca nhitng gi tot dep
nhat ciia con ngudi. Anh 4y mén t6i, nhung vdi anh 4y t6i chi 1a
ngudi giup viéc. Ngay ca khi t6i hoc cach an ndi giong nhu cd
con gai thay hiéu truwdng Cambridge - nhu Frances Ive - dudi



mat Patrick, tdi vAn c 13 ngudi gitp viéc trung thanh, chang
hon chang kém.

DI nhién t6i biét chuyén gitta anh 4y va Nancy Ducane. T6i da
nghe 16m vai cudc tro chuyén gitta anh ay va c6 ta, diéu ma 18 ra
t6i khong duoc phép lam. Tdi biét anh ay yéu cd ta nhiéu dén
mutc ndo, va khong thé chiu ndi diéu dé. T 1au trudc dé, toi da
chip nhan anh ay thudc vé Frances ch khong phai t6i, nhung
that khé ma chiu dung khi phat hién rang anh 4y yéu mdt phu
nit khong phai 1a v¢ minh va cling khong phai 1a toi.

Trong tic tic — khong 1au hon - tdi d3 mudn tritng phat anh
ay. Mudn gay dau thuong nang né cho anh 3y, nhu anh 3y da
giy dau thuong cho tdi. Vi viy tdi dung 1én mot 15i néi d6i hiém
doc vé anh 4y va, xin Chuda tha thi cho con, t6i da dua 101 ndi doi
dé dén tai Harriet Sippel. Cang ké, tdi cang thiy thoai mai véi y
tudng clia minh. Tai ké rang nhitng 181 thi thAm yéu duong cla
Patrick danh cho Nancy - nhitng 10i ma tdi da nghe 16m duoc
khong chi mot 1an - khong phai 1a cia chinh anh ma 1a ctia 6ng
william Ducane qui c0 tir dudi mo truyén vé. Oi, toi biét v twéng
dé 12 nhdm nhi, nhung khi t6i ké cho Harriet Sippel, trong
khoanh khac né da tré nén giong nhu that.

ROi Harriet bat tay vao viéc, lan truyén ra khap lang nhitng 15i
hiém ddc va khong thé dung th® vé Patrick. Ida va Richard da
hau thuan ba ta, diéu ma t6i khong bao gi® hiéu. Chic chan ho
phai biét ba ta di trd thanh mdt con ngudi doc dia nhu thé nao.
Moi ngudi trong lang déu biét ca. LAm sao ho cd thé quay lung
vdi Patrick dé lién minh védi ba ta? 0, toi da biét cAu tra 10i: do 1a



do 10i ctia toi. Richard va Ida biét tin don khong xuit phat tir
Harriet ma tr c0 gai gitp viéc von ludn trung thanh Vdi Patrick
va dudc cho 1a khéng cd 1y do nio dé ndi doi.

T6i 14p ttc thay rang su ghen tudng da dan toi dén mot hanh
déng kinh khing va dé tién. T6i ching kién su khd s@ cla
Patrick va tuyét vong mudén giup anh ay va Frances. Nhung toi
khong biét phai 1am sao! Harriet d3 thay Nancy ra vao nha muc
vu vao ban dém. C4 Richard Negus cling thiy. Néu t6i thi nhan
minh ndi doi, t6i sé phai dua ra mot 101 gidi thich khac vé nhitng
chuyén thadm ban dém cia Nancy. VA Harriet s& chang maét
nhiéu thoi gian dé suy doan ra 10i giai thich ding.

TOi 1a mot ké hen ddn dang ghé tém. DS 1a mot su that nhuc
nha. Nhitng ngudi nhu Richard Negus va Ida Gransbury, ho
khong mang ngudi ta nghi gi vé ho néu ho tin 1& phai ding vé
phia ho, nhung tdi thi rdt mang. Xua nay ti van luon quan tam
tao dung an tugng tot. Néu thd nhin minh ndi doi, t6i s& bi moi
nguoi trong lang khinh ghét, va nhu vay cling dang. Toi khong
phai 12 mdt ngu6i manh mé, 6ng Poirot a. T6i khong lam gi,
khong nodi gi bdi vi tdi s¢ hai. va roi, kinh tdm sy doi tra va
nhitng ké tin vao no, Nancy da budc 1én phia trudc va noi ra su
that: co va Patrick yéu nhau, 1én 1it gdp nhau du gitta ho khong
c6 mdi quan hé nhuc duc nao.

NO luc gitp Patrick ctia Nancy chi 1am moi sy toi té thém véi
anh 4y. “Han khong chi 13 tén ta dao chuyén lira dao gido dan va
bang bd nha thd, ma con 13 mot gd gian dAm,” - moi ngudi bat
diu ndi nhu thé. Moi su trd nén qud suc chiu dung ctia Frances



khién chi ay tu t. Khi Patrick phat hién ra, anh ay biét sé khong
song noi véi cam giac tdi 16i - dau sao, chinh tinh yéu c@ia anh
véi Nancy da khdi ddu moi rac roi. Anh da khong 1am tron bon
phan vdi Frances. Thé 1a anh quyén sinh theo.

Ong bac st clia 1ang ndéi rang hai cai chét 1a do tai nan, nhung
diéu d6 khong dung. Ca hai ngudi ho da tw tr - thém mot tdi 10i
nita duéi mat nhitng ngudi sting tin nhu Ida Gransbury, hay
nhitng ké them khat su trirng phat nhu Harriet Sippel. Ca Patrick
1an Frances déu dé lai di thu, dng biét day. T6i dd tim ra ching
va giao lai cho bac s Ambrose Flowerday. Toi do4dn ong ta da dot
bé. Ong ndi s& khdng dwa cho ai d& khdi cé thém cai cd nao két
t0i Patrick va Frances. BAc si Flowerday rat kinh tdm viéc ca lang
quay ra chong pha ho.

CAi chét ctia Patrick 1am trai tim tdi tan nat, va nd van tan nat
cho dén tan bay gio, thwa ong Poirot. T6i muon chét, nhung nay
Patrick da khoéng con, tdi cam thay minh cin phai s6ng dé tiép
tuc yéu anh 4y va nghi tot vé anh ay. Lam vy, t6i mong sé khién
cho moi ngudi & Great Holling hoi tAm — nhitng ngudi ma dén
nay van tin anh 4y 1a mot thi 4c quy.

An 4i duy nhAt cta to6i 13 khong chi cé minh t6i khé s6.
Richard Negus cam th4y x4au hd vi vai tro clia 6ng ay trong vu
nay. Trong s6 nhitng ké boi nho Patrick, dng ay 1a ngudi duy
nhit doi y. Khi Nancy 1én tiéng, 6ng ay 1ap tic nhan ra 10i ndi
ddi tay dinh cta t6i khong thé 13 su that.

Trudc khi chuyén vé sdng & nha ngudi em trai tai Devon,
Richard d3 goi tdi ra dé hoi truc tiép. T6i mudn ndi véi 6ng ay



rang tin don ma tdéi phat ra khéng cd may may su that ndo,
nhung toi lai khong dam, vi vay tdi khong ndi nang gi. T6i ngoi
nin thinh, nhu thé bi cut ludi, va Richard da hiéu su im ling cta
t6i 1a mot sy nhan toi.

TOi r&i Great Holling ngay sau ong dy. Thoat dau tdi dén chd
Sammy dé nh& va, nhung tdi khong thé sdng & Cambridge — & d6
c6 qua nhiéu ky Uc vé Patrick — vi vay t6i dén London. PO 13 v
twdng ctia Sammy. Anh 4y d3 tim duoc viéc & day. Nho vai nguoi
ma anh 4y gidi thiéu, toi cling da tim dugc viéc. Sammy hét long
v0i toi cling giong nhuw tdi hét 1ong vdi Patrick. Toi 1€ ra phai biét
on anh dy. Anh 4y lai héi cudi t6i nhung tdi khong thé dong v,
du vay t6i van xem anh 4y 1a ngudi ban than nhat.

MOt chuong mdi trong doi t6i dd md ra khi t6i chuyén dén
London. T6i khong thé tin hudng vi ngiy nao ciing nghi vé
Patrick, vé noi dau khong bao gid con gip lai anh 4y. Roi thang 9
vira qua toi nhan duogc thu cia Richard Negus. Mu0i lam nam
tréi qua ma nhw mdéi hom qua, c nhu qua khit van dang deo
bam tdi vi toi chua tirng bd né lai phia saul

Richard 13y dia chi & London cua t6i tir nguoi duy nhat tai
Great Holling biét: bac si Ambrose Flowerday. Toi khong biét tai
sao, nhung t6i mudbn ai dé ¢ day biét toi di dau. T6i nhd luc dé toi
cé nghi minh khong mudn bién mat hoan toan, chang dé lai ddu
vét. TO6i cAm thay...

Khong, toi sé khong ndi vay. T6i khong hé nhin thay cai tuong
lai trong dé Richard lai 16i t6i ra va yéu cau toi gitip 6ng stra chita
sai lAm cii. Thay vao do, toi sé néi rang toi c6 mdt du cAm manh



mé&, du khong mé td dugc thanh 16i. T6i biét lang Great Holling
sé con day dwa vdi toi mai khong thoi, cling nhu td6i mai day dua
vdi nd. o 1a vi sao tdi giti dia chi & London cta tdi cho bac si
Flowerday.

L4 thu cta Richard néi rang dng 4y can gap toi, con toi da
khong nghi dén viéc tir choi. Ong ay dén London vao tuin ke tiép.
Khong mao dau, dng ay dé nghi toi gidp 6ng ay sra chita diéu
khong thé dung th ma éng 4y da l1am tir sudt bao ndm qua.

Toi ndi vdi 6ng Ay tdi khong tin cd thé sita chita dugc. Patrick
dd mAt roi. Khong thé 1am cho anh 4y sdng lai. Richard néi:
“Pung. Patrick va Frances dd mat, con tdi va co thi khong bao gic
tim lai duoc niém vui. Nhung néu chung ta c6 su hy sinh théa
dang thi sao?”

T6i khong hiéu. Téi hoéi dng Ay ngu v gi.

Ong ay noi: “Néu chung ta da giét Patrick va Frances Ive - va
tdi tin rang ching ta da 1am thé - thi liéu cé thoa dang khong
néu chung ta trad gia bang sinh mang cla minh? chang phai
ching ta da khong cé duoc niém vui song nhw bao ngudi khac
d4 sao? Tai sao vay? Tai sao thdi gian khong han gin vét thuong
cia ching ta nhu 1& ra nd phai han gan? Phai chang vi ching ta
khong dang song khi ma Patrick va Frances dang thuong dang
nam trong huyét mo?” Khi néi, mat Richard t8i sAm lai, chuyén
t’ mau nau thuong nhat sang mau den. “Luat trdi ludn trirng
phat bang cai chét nhitng ai 1dy di mang séng ctia ngudi vo toi,”
6ng ay nodi. “Chung ta da gian 1an diéu luat ay.”

ca hai chting tdi dau cé giét Patrick va Frances bang vii khi, d4



la sy that ranh ranh. Nhung, nhitng 10i 1€ cia 6ng 4y Am vang
manh mé& dén muc téi nghi ong ay da co ly. Khi 6ng ay noi, tim
t6i ngap tran mot th gi dd twong tw nhuw hy vong, 1an dau tién
sau mudi 1am nam troi. T6i khong thé dua Pauick vé, nhung toi
c6 thé tw ndp minh cho cdng ly vi nhitng gi t6i dd giy ra cho anh
ay.

“Ong dé nghi toi tw sat u?” t6i héi Richard, vi 6ng 4y khdng ndi
ra ro rang.

“Khong. Ca toi cling khong tu sat. biéu t6i nghi trong dau
khong phai 13 tu sat ma 13 hanh quyét, va ching ta sé tu
nguyén. Hay it ra 1a t6i. Toi khong muon ép cd tham gia vao.”

“Ong va toi khong phai 13 nhitng ngudi duy nhat cd 16i,” toi
nhac nhé.

“Pung, chung ta khong phai 13 duy nhat,” 6ng ay dong y. biéu
ké tiép 6ng Ay ndi khién trai tim t6i mudn ngirng dap. “Jennie, cb
c6 sttng sot khdng néu biét rang Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury
cfing c6 cach nghi giong nhu t6i?”

T6i néi vdi 6ng Ay rang to6i khong tin. Tdi nghi Harriet va Ida sé
chang bao gi¢ thita nhin minh d3 1am diéu gl dé ddc 4ac va
khong thé dung thi. Richard ndi tirng cd lic 6ng ay ciing nghi
vay. Ong 4y ndi: “T6i thuyét phuc ho. Moi ngudi ludn 1ang nghe
toi, Jennie a. Luon ludén nhw vay. Toi da thanh cong vdi Harriet
va Ida, khong phai bang cich 1én 4n gay gat ma bang cich thé
hién khong ngét sw hdi tiéc siu sic va bay té nguyén vong mudn
bl dap cai tai hoa ma tdi d3 gly ra. Phai mat nhiéu nam trdi -
bay nhiéu nam ké tir khi chung ta trd chuyén véi nhau lan cudi



- nhung dan dan Harriet va Ida cling di dén nhitng suy nghi
gidng nhu toi. C4 hai nguoi ho déu 1a nhitng phu ni cuc ky bat
hanh, cd biét diy: Harriet ké tir khi mat chong va Ida ké tir khi
to6i thong bao htty hon vdi c6 ay.”

T6i m& miéng toan thé hién minh khéng tin, nhung Richard
da noi tiép. Ong dy dam bao véi toi rang ca Harriet 1an Ida da
thira nhan trdch nhiém cta ho trong cai chét ctia Patrick va
Frances Ive, vd mudn sa chita nhitng sai trai ho gay ra. “Khia
canh tam 1y cda viéc nay rat ly thu,” ong nodi. “Harriet ludn sung
suéng khi tim dugc ai d6 dé trirng phat. Nay, ké dé lai chinh 13
ba ta. Nén nhd rang ba ta luén hdo hitc mudn doan tu véi 6ng
chong & thién dudng. Ba ta khong thé cho phép su két thic cla
minh dién ra  mot noi nao khac.”

Téi nghen ngdo vi qua s6c. Téi ndi tdi chang bao gid tin.
Richard b3o rang t6i s& tin khi néi chuyén véi Harriet va Ida vi
ho s& xac nhan. T6i phai gap ho, dng ay nodi, va t6i sé tu thay ho
thay ddi nhu thé nao.

T6i khong thé hinh dung Harriet va Ida thay ddi. va toi e rang
minh s& trd thanh ké sit nhan néu & chung phong vdi ai trong
hai nguoi ho.

Richard néi: “C6 phai cd hiéu, Jennie a. T6i trinh bay véi ho
mot con dudng dé ho thoat khéi sw khoé dau - tin t6i di, ho cling
da kho dau. Khi 1am hai nguti khac mot cach khiing khiép nhw
thé, tAm hon ngudi ta khong thé khong thuong ton. Sudt bao
nim, Harriet v Ida nghi rang thit duy nhat ho cé thé bam viu 1a
niém tin ho da dung vé Patrick, nhung dén mot lic, ho nhan ra



161 dé nghi cia toi con tot hon thé nita: sw khoan hong dich thuc
ctia Chda. Nhitng tAm hon t0i 16i luén nga ngady mudn chudc
t0i, Jennie a. Ta cang cho6i bd co hoi chudc t0i thi s ngra ngay
dy sé cang gia ting. Nho nhitng nd luc quyét liét clia toi, Harriet
va Ida ngay cang y thic su ghé tdm trong cach hanh x ctia ho.
Ho ghé tdm su doc 4c ma ho di day cong che diy dudi chiéc 4o
khoac pham hanh, von di chang lién quan gi dén nhitng toi 16i
tudng tuong cuia Patrick Ive.”

Nghe Richard néi, t6i bat dau nhin ra rang éng 4y c6 kha
nang thuyét phuc ngay ca nhitng nguoi wong nganh nhat - nhw
Harriet Sippel. Ong 4y cd cach riéng dé dan xép moi thi, khién ta
nhin thé gidi khac di.

Ong ay xin phép t6i duwa Harriet va Ida dén cudc gap mat ké
tiép. V4i trai tim ngd vuc va so hii, t6i da dong y.

DU d3 tin moi diéu Richard ndéi, tdi van choang vang vi bat ngd
khi, hai ngay sau, t6i da & trong cung mdt can phong vdi Harriet
Sippel va Ida Gransbury, tin mat chitng kién ho thay d6i ding
nhu Richard ké. N6i ding hon, ho van nhu xua, chi khac 13 gidy
day ho dang c0 ap dung su nhan tam va cing nhac 1én chinh
ban than ho. Trong tdi ddy 1én ndi cAm thu suc soi khi ho ndi vé
“Patrick tOt bung, tdi nghiép” va “Frances vd t0i, dang thuong”.
Ho khong cé quyén thot ra nhitng 16i do.

Bon ngudi ching toi dong v sé lam diéu gi d6 dé sira lai 15
lJam. Chung t6i 12 nhitng ké giét nguoi, khong cin c theo phap
ludt ma can c theo sy that, va giét ngudi thi nhat dinh phai dén
mang. Ching t6i chi cé cach chét di mdi dat dugc su khoan dung



ctia Chua.

“B6n ngudi chung ta 13 thAm phan, luit sw va ngudi chip
phdp.” Richard néi. “Chiing ta sé x( toi 1an nhau.”

“Ching ta 1am vay bang cich nao?” Ida hoi, triu mén nhin 6ng
ay.

“Toi da nghi ra mot cach,” ong ay ndi. “To6i s& lo vé chi tiét.”

Thé 13, khéng Am 1, chang than thé, ching t6i da ky tén vio
ban an t& ctia chinh minh. T6i chi cAm thay suw nhe nhdm vo
bién. T6i nhé d3 nghi rang toi sé khong so giét néu nan nhan
khong so chét. “Nan nhan” 1a mot tir sai. Toi khong biét phai goi
thé nao mdi 1a dung.

ROi Harriet noi: “Chd di. Con Nancy Ducane thi sao?”

Chang can ba ta giai thich, tdi da biét ba ta mudén ndi gi. “0,
phai,” toi thAm nghi, “ddy mdi chinh 13 Harriet Sippel ngay nao.”
BOn cai chét vi nghia van la chwa da véi ba ta. Ba ta dang cd doi
thém cai chét th nam.

Richard va Ida héi ba ta ngu y gi.

“Nancy Ducane cling phai chét,” Harriet ndi, doi mat ba ran
lai. “Ba ta dd quyén ri Patrick dang thuong, tuyén bd ndi 6 nhuc
ctia hai ngudi trudc ca lang, lam tan nat trai tim ctia Frances.”

“0, khong,” tdi hodng hot néi. “Nancy sé chang bao gid chiu
ndp mang cda minh. Va... Patrick da yéu ba ay!”

“Ba ta cling t0i 10i chang kém canh gi chiing ta,” Harriet khing
khang. “Ba ta phai chét. Tat ca déu phai chét, néu khong viéc dé
s& chang con y nghia gi. Néu da 1am thi phai 1am cho trét. Nhé



lai di, chinh tiét 10 ctia Nancy da ddy Frances Ive dén chd tu tt.
Hon nita, toi con biét mot diéu ma cac nguoi khong biét.”

Richard yéu ciu ba ké ngay cho chung tdi. V4i mot tia lde
trong 4anh mat, Harriet néi: “Nancy mudn Frances biét trai tim
ctia Patrick dd thudc vé ba ta. B ta d ndi bang su ghen tudng va
thit han. Ba ta da tht nhan diéu d6 vdi toi. Ba ta cling toi 16i nhw
tat ca chung ta, thAm chi con hon nita, theo thién v cta tdi. va
néu ba ta khéng dong y chét... thi duoc thoil”

Richard ngdi 6m diu hoi 1au. Harriet, Ida va t6i ch¢ doi trong
im 13ng. LUc d6 t6i nhan ra rang Richard chinh 13 tha linh cda
ching t6i. Bat c¥ 101 ndo cta 6ng ay sé 1a 161 cudi cung ma chuing
toi phai phuc tung.

TOi cAu nguyén cho Nancy. T6i khong trach ba ay vé cai chét
cta Patrick, chuwa tirng va sé khong bao gio trach.

“T6t 1am,” Richard noéi, du trong éng chang may vui. “Tdi thay
budn khi phai thira nhin, nhung ding vay, Nancy Ducane 18 ra
khong nén dan diu vdi chong nguoi khac. Ba ta khong nén cong
b6 moi quan hé vdi Patrick trwdc cd lang. Néu chuyén dé dung
xay ra thi chua chic Frances Ive di tu sat. Pang tiéc, nhung
Nancy Ducane ciing phai chét.”

“Khong!” T6i hét 1én. T6i chi nghi dén cdm xuc cua Patrick néu
nhu anh nghe dugc nhitng 16i nay.

“Xin 10i c6, Jennie, nhung Harriet da c6 ly,” Richard néi. “Piéu
chuing ta du tinh 1a rat tdo bao va khd khan. Chdng ta khong thé
hy sinh nhiéu nhu thé ma van chira lai mang cila mot ngudi
cling cé 16i nhu chting ta. Chting ta khong thé mién trtr cho



Nancy.”

T6i muon la 1én va chay ra khoi phong, nhung réi lai budc
minh van ngdi yén trén ghé. Toi biét chac Harriet da ndi doi vé ly
do Nancy lén tiéng & King’s Head. Toi khong tin Nancy thi nhan
dong luc ctia ba 4y 1a ghen tudng va muon 1am dau long Frances
Ive. Nhung, trudc mat Harriet, t6i sg dén ndi chang thé ndi ra
diéu d4. Hon nita, t6i chang cé chitng cd ndo. Richard néi dng iy
can thdi gian dé nghi cAch dua ké hoach vao hanh dong.

Hai tuan sau, dng ay lai dén gip t6i, chi mdt minh. Ong ay noi
dd quyét dinh diéu gi phai xay ra. Ong 4y va toi sé 13 nhitng
ngudi duy nhat biét toan bd su that, va Sammy nita, di nhién.
TOi d3 ké hét vdi anh Ay.

Richard dan tdéi ndi v4i Harriet va Ida rang k& hoach clia
ching t6i 1a giét 1an nhau, nhu da thoéa thudn, sau d6 do tdi cho
Nancy Ducane vé cai chét ciia ching toi. Vi Nancy song ¢ London
nén chuyén nay phai dién ra & dé. Trong mot khach san, Richard
gdi yv. Ong ay ndi sé chi trd moi thir.

MOt khi dén khach san thi moi th cling don gidn: Ida s& giét
Harriet, Richard s& giét Ida, va t6i sé giét Richard.

Lan luot, ai giét xong thi dat mot chiéc khuy mang-xét khic
tén ho viét tit cia Patrick Ive vdo miéng nan nhan va dung hién
trudmg cho gidng véi cac xac con lai dé canh sat nghi rang cing
mot hung thd da giy ra ba... cai chét. T6i dinh ndi 14 ba an
mang, nhung khong phai viy. bé 1a s hanh quyét. Cac 6ng thay
day, sau khi hanh quyét xong thi phai cé mot tha tuc nao do,
ding khong a? Han cic cai nguc cling 1am vAay vdi cidc pham



nhan bi hanh quyét, chiing t6i nghi thé. Chinh Richard da dua ra
y twdng sap dat thi thé theo cdch dd - mot cach tran trong va
pham gia. Long trong 13 tir ma Richard da dung.

Do c6 hai nan nhéan, Ida va Harriet, cung cap dia chi nha minh
tai Great Holling cho khach san, ching tbi biét cAnh sat s&€ mau
chéng tim dén lang, hdi han moi ngudi, va s& bat dau nghi ngd
Nancy. Con ké n3o dang tinh nghi hon ba iy nita? Sammy sé
lam bd nhu thay Nancy chay ra khéi khach san sau 4n mang
thi ba, va danh roi ba chiéc chia khda. bung vay: ba chiéc chia
khda. Ca chia khéa phong Richard cfing ndm trong ké hoach, cac
6ng biét day. Ida dugc du kién sé mang chia khda phong Harriet
vé phong minh sau khi giét Harriet va khda cta phong ba ta.
Richard duogc du kién s lam tuong tu: mang theo chia khéa
phong cua Harriet va Ida sau khi giét Ida va khoa ctra phong co
ta. ROi tOi s& giét Richard, khda ctra phong 6ng ay, mang theo ca
ba chia khda dén gdp Sammy bén ngoai Bloxham va trao ching
lai cho anh ay. Sau dé Sammy sé& tim cich dua chung vao nha
cia Nancy Ducane, hay - nhu thuc té d3 dién ra - tubn vao tui
40 khodc clia ba 4y vio mot ngly nio dé & ngoai dudng nham do
t0i cho ba y.

Du chi tiét nay khéng quan trong, nhung Patrick Ive chwa bao
giy deo khuy ming-xét ¢ khac tén. Theo tdi biét, anh 4y chua
tirng cé cdp khuy mang-xét nao nhu thé. Richard Negus da dat
1am nhitng chiéc khuy mang-xét dic biét dé dé 1ai canh sat dén
muc tiéu mong mudn. Viéc dé lai viing mau va chiéc ndn cla toi
trong can phong khach san th tw cfing nam trong ké hoach. N§



nham 1dm cho cic 6ng tin rang tdi da bi giét trong phong do,
rang Nancy Ducane tra thit cho ngudi yéu da khudt cia minh
bang cach giét ca bon chung toi. Richard dd nhd Sammy cung
cap mau. b6 12 mau mot con méo hoang, néu nhu cic 6ng muodn
biét. Sammy con cé nhiém vu dé lai manh gidy trén ban 18 tan
vao dém 4n mang: “CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO' YEN NGHI”, tiép
theo 13 sd cta ba can phong. Lira ltic khong ai dé€ y, anh 4y phai
bd né trén ban 16 tan ngay sau 8 gid. Trong khi dé, nhiém vu cta
toi 12 phai séng sét va ddm bao Nancy Ducane bi treo cd vi ba 4n
mang, ¢ thé 13 bdn néu nhu canh sat tin rang ca toi cling da
chét.

Toi 1am diéu dé bang cich ndo? LA ngudi th? tw md Nancy
dugc cho 1a mudn giét - nguwoi th tu cd trach nhiém doi vdi
nhiing gl d3 dién ra vdi Patrick — tdi dugc giao phé phai 1am sao
dé canh sat tin rang tdi dang so hii vi bi de doa tinh mang. Ti
da 1am viy & quan ca phé Pleasant, va 6ng 1a ngudi t6i chon dé
nodi, thua ong Poirot. Ong noi rat dung: t6i da doi gat 6ng. Ong
cling dung khi ndi t6i nghe 16m dugc tir cac c¢6 phuc vu vé 6ng
tham t tir Luc dia luén dén vao tdi thi* nam chinh xac lic 7 gio
30, doi khi dung bita véi mot ngudi ban tré hon nhiéu dén tir
Scotland Yard. Vira nghe cac c6 ay nodi vé dng, tdi nghi ngay 6ng
chinh la muc tiéu hoan hao.

Nhung thwa 6ng Poirot, mot trong cac két ludn ma 6ng rut ra
13 hoan toan sai. Ong bao rang ciu ndi cla toi, “Tdi chét di thi
cong ly rot cudc mdi dugc thuc thi” cho thay toi biét ba ngudi kia
da chét. Nhung t6i tuyét doi khong hé biét Richard, Harriet va Ida



da chét hay con song, bdi 1€ Itc d6 t6i da lam trat tria tat ca. Khi
ndi cu do, tbi chi nghi, theo ké hoach ma Richard va t6i 14p ra,
toi s& song 1au hon ho. Vi vay, 6ng thdy ddy, ho cd thé van con
song khi t6i thot ra cau nay.

T6i phai ndi cho rd: ¢ dén hai ké hoach — mot ké hoach di
dugc Harriet va Ida chap thudn, va mot ké hoach rat khdc, chi cé
Richard va tdi biét. VGi Harriet va Ida thi ké hoach 1a nhu sau: Ida
giét Harriet, Richard giét Ida, tdi giét Richard. Sau do t6i tao cai
chét gid ctia chinh minh tai Bloxham, diing chd mau ma Sammy
cung cap. Toi s& chi séng cho dén khi ching kién Nancy Ducane
bi treo cd, sau d6 toi sé phai tw sat. Néu nhd may man ndo dé ma
Nancy khong bi treo c6 thi tdi phai giét ba iy roi sau dé tu sat.
TOi phai 13 nguoi chét cudi cung vi & day co lién quan dén viéc
dién kich. Néu mudn, t6i cé thé 1a mot dién vién t6t. Nhu viéc toi
sap xép dé gip 6ng & quan ca phé, thua dng Poirot... Harriet
Sippel khong thé dién t6t nhw thé. €4 Ida hay Richard ciing vay.
Do dd, dng thay day, toi phai 13 nguoi song sot.

K& hoach ma Harriet va Ida tham gia khong phai 1a ké hoach
that cia Richard. Khi 6ng &y mdt minh dén gap t6i, hai tuan sau
cudc hop mat dau tién tai London vdi Harriet va Ida, 6ng ay cho
toi biét ong rat ban khodn vé viéc Nancy cé phai chét hay khong.
Gidbng nhu t6i, dng ay khong tin Nancy da thd nhin vdi Harriet
rang viéc 1én tiéng & King’s Head 14 vi ghen tudng va han thu.

Mit khac, Richard cling hiéu quan diém cia Harriet. C4i chét
ctia Patrick va Frances Ive 1 do hanh vi 1am 15i ctia nhiéu ngudi,
va trong sd nhitng ké cé trach nhiém, rat khé ma chira ra Nancy



Ducane.

TOi d3 rat ngac nhién va sg hai khi Richard thd nhén 6ng ay
khong thé xac quyét trong van dé Nancy, vi vy 6ng dy nhudng
quyén quyét dinh lai cho toi. Ong ay ndi, sau cai chét ctia 6ng ay,
Harriet va Ida, toi sé dugc toan quyén lua chon: hoac 13 1am hét
sttc d€ duwa Nancy 1én gia treo cd, hodc 1a tu sat va bd lai mot
manh gidy khac dé nhan vién khach san tim ra - khdng phai véi
cAu “CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO YEN NGHI”, ma 13 mo6t manh
gidy ghi lai toan bo su that vé nhitng cai chét cia chung toi.

T6i van xin Richard dirng budc toi phai quyét dinh mdt minh.
Tai sao lai 12 t6i? Toi da hoi ong ay.

“Jennie a,” dng 4y ndi — va tdi s& chang bao gi® quén - “vi c6 13
ngudi tot nhat trong ching t6i. C6 khong bao gi¢ tiv man, dé cao
pham hanh c@ia minh. Phai, cd di néi déi, nhung c6 d3 nhin
ngay ra sai trai cda minh khi nhitng 16i ay vira r¢i khoi miéng.
TOi di tin vao 161 ndi doi ctia cb trong mot thai gian dai dén midc
khé thé ndo dung thit. Khong cé chirng cd gi ca, vy ma toi lai di
tiép tay cho cdi chién dich chdng lai mot ngudi dan 6ng tot va vo
tdi. Phai, 6ng 4y cling cé khiém khuyét chit chang phai 12 thanh
than gi. Nhung c6 ai trong chiing ta hoan hao dau?”

“Duoc thoi,” tdi noi véi Richard. “Toi sé lam su’ lwa chon ma
Ong tin cay phd thac cho t6i.” T6i nghi nhitng 16i cé cdnh ctia 6ng
ay da khién t6i xuoi long.

va thé 1a ké hoach cda ching t6i d3 dugc 1ap ra. Biy gio cac
6ng c6 mudn nghe tdi ké nd da trét quét nhu thé ndo khong?
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“Mudn chi,” Poirot ndi. “co ké di. Ong Catchpool va tdi dang néng
long nghe day.”

“p4 1a do 16i cda t6i,” Jennie ndi, l4c nay giong di tréd nén
khan duc. “T6i 12 mdt ké hén nhat. Tdi so chét. DU dau khd vi
Patrick da mat, toi d& tré nén thich nghi véi ndi budn va khong
muon cudc doi minh két thic. Du cudc séng cé nhu thé nao, cb
chat chi¥a nhiéu dan vit, van con hon 13 trang thai hu vd! Xin
durng 1én an toi thiéu durc tin, nhung tdi khong tin cd cudc séng
nao sau khi chét. Toi cang ldc cang sg hadi khi ngay hanh quyét
theo thdéa thudn dén gin. TOi s¢ phai giét. Toi nghi ngoi diéu gi
s€ xay ra, tudng twgng minh ding trong mot can phong khoda
chat, nhin Richard uong thuoc doc, va t6i khong mudn lam viéc
dé. Nhung t6i da dong v roi! Téi da hiva roi.”

“Cai ké hoach tudng dé dang nhiéu thang trudc day bong cé vé
nhu bat kha thi,” Poirot néi. “va di nhién c6 khong thé néi véi
Richard Negus vé noi sg cia cd, sau khi dng ta danh gia cd cao
nhu viy. Néu cb thira nhan su dao dong nghiém trong, 6ng ta cd



thé s@ coi thudng cd. Cé 18 cd sg 6ng ta s& quay sang hanh quyét
c6 du cd ¢6 ung thuan hay khong.”

“Phai! Toi rat so 6ng ay lam vay. Cac ong biét khong, qua trao
doi, toi biét dng Ay rat coi trong viéc ca bén chung toi cling chét.
C6 1an dng ay bao tdi rang néu khodng thuyét phuc dugc Harriet
va Ida, Ong ay s€ ‘1am nhitng gi cdn lam ma khéng can sy ung
thuln cia ho’. Ong ay da noi thé. P3 biét vay thi 1am sao tdi cd
thé néi vdi dng ay rang tdi dd doi v, rang tdi chua san sang cho
ca cai chét 1an viéc giét ngudi?”

“T6i hinh dung c6 da tu qud trach minh vi s ngdp ngirng do.
Co tin rang viéc giét va chét nay 12 mot viéc 1am ddng dan va
danh gia, dung khong?”

“Vang, phan ly tri trong diu tdi da ndi vay,” Jennie ndi. “T6i da
hy vong va cau nguyén cho minh tim ra trong ban thadn mot
ngudn du trit bd sung clia 1ong can dam dé gitp tdi vugt qua.”

“C6 dinh lam gi vdi Nancy Ducane?” Toi hoi.

“Toi khong biét. Ong Poirot a, sw hodng loan cta tbi trong dém
dau tién chung ta gdp nhau 1a that day. Toi khong quyét duogc
phai 1am gi! T6i dé cho Sammy xuc tién cAu chuyén chia khda va
cdo gidc Nancy. Toi mac cho tat cd nhitng chuyén dé xay ra, tuw
nhu 10ng rang, vao mot lic ndo d4, tdi sé& tim dén nhi cAm
quyén dé ndi 1én sy that va giai ctu ba dy. Nhung... toi dd khong
lam vAy. Richard nghi t6i 1a ngudi tét hon 6ng ay, nhung ong ay
da 1Am - 1am to! MOt phan trong tdi van ganh ghét Nancy vi
Patrick d3 yéu ba ay. Ciing cai phan thu han dé di khéi dau tat
cd nhitng rac réi & Great Holling. VA... t6i biét néu thd nhan



minh thdng déng gid hoa cho mot phu nit vo tdi, chic chan to6i
s& phai ngdi tl. Tdi s 1am.”

“Xin cho chung t6i biét c6 da lam gi, thua c6? biéu gi da xay ra
vao cai ngdy... hanh quyét d6 & khach san Bloxham?”

“Toi phai dén dé vao luc 6 gio. b6 1a gid chung t6i hen gap
nhau.”

“BOn ké thong dong?”

“Vang, va cd Sammy nita. T6i trai qua ca ngay trdi ngoi nhin
chiéc ddng ho gd nhip, nhich dan dén khoanh khac d6. bén gan
5 gid, toi biét rang minh khong thé 1am chuyén dy. Toi ddt khoat
khong thé lam! T6i dd khong dén khach san. Thay vao dé, toi
chay khap London, khdc 18c va sg hai. Toi khong cd y niém phai
di dau, lam gi, vi vay tdi c@ chay va chay. T6i cdm thay nhu
Richard Negus da ra dudng dé tim t6i, gidn dit vi tdi phan lai 6ng
ay va nhitng ngudi kia. T6i dén quan ca phé Pleasant vao gid
théa thuin, 1ong nghi rang it ra minh cling gitt duwgc 161 hia vé
phan nay cia k& hoach, du khong thé giét Richard.

“Khi dén quan ca phé, t6i da so cho tinh mang cia minh. T6i
khong dién kich nhu 6ng néi. Téi nghi Richard, ch® khong phai
Nancy, c6 thé giét téi. Hon nita, tdi tin rang néu 6ng iy 1am vay
thi cling 1a viéc dung. Toi dang chét! T6i khong ndi gi gia dobi vdi
ong ca, ong Poirot a. Xin 6ng hay nhd lai 10i toi.

“TO1i O sg bi giét khong? So chi, sg bi Richard giét. T6i cd 1am
diéu gi khung khiép trong qua kh@ khong? C6 chi®r. va néu
Richard bat dugc va giét tdi — diéu ma toi tin dng ay sé 1am duoc
ngay nao dé - toi thanh thuc mong ong ay dirng bi trirng phat.



TOi biét tdi da bd roi dng Ay. Richard cd thé mubn chét, nhung toi
lai muon 6ng ay song. Bat chap nhitng gi Richard da gay ra cho
Patrick, Ong 4y van 12 mot ngudi tot. Cac 6ng cd hiéu khong?”

“Oui, mademoiselle.”

“T6i wéc cd thé nodi vdi dng su that tdi hdm do, 6ng Poirot a,
nhung toi da thiéu diing cam.”

“Vay ¢ tin rang Richard Negus s& tim giét c6 vi c6 khong dén
khach san Bloxham dé giét 6ng ta?”

“Vang. TOi cho rang 6ng &y sé khong vui néu chét di ma van
khong biét vi sao toi khong dén khach san theo ké hoach.”

“Qua vay,” tdi ndi, dau suy nghi rat lung.

Jennie gat dau.

Gio thi t6i di thiay moi th& sang t6: vi du nhu tu thé tuong
dong ctia cac xac chét - dugc xép theo mdt dudng thang tap,
chan hudng ra cira, thi thé dit gitta chiéc ban nhé va chiéc ghé.
Nhu Poirot noi, Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus
khé ma nga xudng mot cach tw nhién va roi chinh xac vao tu thé
do.

Co su tuong dong dang ngd gitta ba hién trudng gay an, va rot
cudc tdi nghi minh d3 hiéu ra: nhitng ké ddng muu cin canh sat
tin rang chi ¢ modt hung tht duy nhat. That ra, moi tham t@
dich thuc déu cé thé nghi vay, chi qua nhitng chiéc khuy ming-
xét trong miéng khong thoi, cong vdi viée ba thi thé dugc tim ra
tai cung mot khach san trong cung mot dém. Nhung nhitng ké
giét nguwoi da bi &m thi qua nhiéu. Ho biét ho gobm nhiéu ngudi
nén ho s¢ - giong nhu cic thu pham thuong hay thé - nguti



khac nhan ra sy that do. vi vay ho da tao ra ba hién truong an
mang giéng nhau nhiéu hon muc cin thiét.

Viéc sdp dit cac t thi thang tip va twong ddong nhau con phil
hop véi v niém rang nhitng vu an & khach san Bloxham khéng
phai 13 giét ngudi ma 13 hanh quyét. Sau khi hanh quyét, nguoi
ta thudng thuc hién cac quy trinh, tha tuc hay nghi 1é. To6i nghi
cai chét sé trd nén tradm trong hon khi nguoi ta lam gi dé vdi t
thi thay vi don gidn bo chiing nam tai chd ching d6 xudéng, nhuw
trong nhitng vu giét nguwdi thong thudng.

Hinh anh mot Jennie Hobbs tré hon nhiéu bdng hién 1én trong
tam tri toi: tai trudng Saviour thudc Pai hoc Cambridge, di hét
phong nay dén phong khac dé lam giudng. €6 ta di lam cho
nhitng chiéc givdng trong giong hét nhau, theo mot khuoén mau
dinh san... Toi rung minh tw hoi c§ sao hinh anh mot cd gai tré
vO t0i chuyén lam giudng tai mot truong noi tra lai khién toi
phdi dn lanh nhu thé.

Giuong ngu, va givong nguoi chét...

Nhitng hinh mAu va viéc phé v& hinh mau...

“Richard Negus da tu sat,” toi chot tuyén bd. “Han 12 thé. Ong
ta cd 1am cho giéng nhu bi giét — cing kiéu chét nhu hai ngudi
kia d& chung tdi nghi 1a do ciing mdt hung tht - nhung dng ta
lai khoa cra tir bén trong. R6i Ong ta gidu chia khda sau vién
gach & 10 sudi — dé chung t6i nghi hung tht d3 mang né di - roi
md toang cra s6 ra. Néu chiéc chia khda duoc tim ra, ching toi
s& thac mac - va chung tdi qua da thic mac - vi sao hung thu lai
chon cach khda phong tir bén trong, gidu chia khoa trong phong



va thoat ra qua ca s6, nhung ching t6i sé van cho rang mot
hung thu da lam tat ca nhitng chuyén dé. Negus chi quan tdm
moi viéc dy. Con néu nhu ca s6 bi déng va 18 ra chia khda duac
tim thdy, ching t6i s& chi cé thé rat ra mot két ludn duy nhat:
Richard Negus d3 tu sat. Ong ta khong thé dé chung tbi di dén
két luan dd, cd hiéu khdng? Néu chung tdi két ludn nhu vay thi
viéc d6 vay ba cai chét cho Nancy Ducane s& that bai. Khi dé
nhiéu kha ning ching tdi s& nghi rang Negus giét Harriet Sippel
va Ida Gransbury roi sau dé tu sat.”

“Vang,” Jennie noéi. “Toi nghi ong cd ly.”

“su’ khdac biét khi dit khuy ming-xét vao miéng...” Poirot 1am
bam réi nhudn may nhin tdi, ngu y muén moi toi tiép 16i.

T6i noéi: “Chiéc khuy mang-xét nidm gin cudng hong cua
Negus 13 vi su co gidt do thudc doc khién 6ng ta ha miéng ra.
Ong ta d3 cin thin ndm ngay ngan vao vi tri trén san va ngim
chiéc khuy mang-xét gitta do6i moi, nhung né da lot su trong
miéng. Khong giong nhu Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury,
Richard Negus khong c6é hung thu nao hién dién lic chét, vi vay
chiéc khuy mang-xét khong duoc dit can thin vao vi tri thoa
thuan.”

“Co Jennie, cd c6 tin rang 6ng Negus d3 udng thudc ddc, nam
xubng chét ma trudc dé khong tim hiéu vi sao c6 khdng dén
khach san?” Poirot hoi.

“Toi khong tin vay, cho dén khi doc bao va biét dugc ong iy da
chét.”

“A.” Biéu hién ctia Poirot rat khé suy doan.



“Pén cai dém th® ndm do, da 1a qua 1au Richard chd doi duoc
chét, dugc két thic nhitng tdi 10i va dan vit bao nim qua,”
Jennie ndi. “T6i tin ong ay chi mudn cé viy khi dén Bloxham:
muon mau chéng két thuc. Vi thé, khi khong thay t6i dén, dng ay
da tu sat, tu két liéu chinh minh.”

“Cam on cd.” Poirot ding day. Ong hoi loang choang 13y lai
thang bang sau khi ngdi qua l1au.

“piéu gi sé dén vdi toi, 6ng Poirot?”

“Xin c6 hiy & lai nha nay cho dén khi tdi hodc 6ng Catchpool
trd vé vdi nhiéu thong tin hon. Néu c6 pham sai 1dm ma chay
trén 1an nira thi sé khong hay cho c6 dau.”

“Ti & yén thi ciing vay ca thoi,” Jennie néi. P6i mat c6 do dan
va xa xam. “Khong sao dau, 6ng Catchpool, 6ng khong can phai
thuong hai tdi. Toi d3 san sang.”

Loi b ta ¢d 18 nham trin an t6i, nhung lai khién tdi ngap tran
lo sg@. CO ta cd cai cung cach cia moOt ngudi nhin vao tuwong lai va
thay & do nhitng su kién khtng khiép. Cho du chung la chuyén
gi, toi biét toi sé khong san sang va khong mudn ching dién ra.
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Ngoai hai 1An nhic t6i rang ching tdi phai 1ap tic trd lai Great
Holling, Poirot 1dng thinh trén sudt chang duong vé. Ong co vé
mé mai nghi va r6 rang 1a khong muon tro chuyén.

Vé dén nha tro, chung t6i thay vién ddi Stanley Beer dang chd
san.

“Céd chuyén gi vay?” Poirot hoi. “Anh dén day vi tdc pham nghé
thuat ctia toi d6 sao?”

“Xin 10i, thua 6ng? A, vé cai huy hiéu dy a? N6 hoan toan 0n,
thua 6ng. That ra thi...” Beer thoc tay vao tui, 16i ra mot chiéc
phong bi. “Ong s& tim ra cau tra 16i trong dd.”

“Cam on anh. Nhung hinh nhu ¢d chuyén gi d6 khong 6n?
Anh dang lo 1ang ma, non?”

“pung vay, thua ong. O’ Scotland Yard, chung tdi nhan dugc 11
nhan clia Ambrose Flowerday, vién bac si cta 1ang Great Holling.
Ong ta doi 6ng Catchpool phai dén dé ngay lap tic. Ong ta ndi
6ng ta dang rat can.”

Poirot nhin t6i r6i quay sang Stanley Beer. “Chung t6i cling



dang dinh dén dé ngay. Anh c6 biét diéu gi khién bac si
Flowerday doi dng Catchpool hién dién khong?”

“E 13 c6 day. Mot chuyén khong vui, thua 6ng. Mot ngudi phu
nit tén 1a Margaret Ernst d3 bi tdn cong. Hinh nhu ba ta dang
hap héi...”

“Oi, khong,” t6i thi thao.

“...va ba ta ndéi muodn gip ong Catchpool trwdc khi chét. Sau
khi trao do6i vdi bac si Flowerday, tdi khuyén cic éng nén di
nhanh 18n, thua 6ng. C6 xe doi san ngoai kia dé dua cac 6ng ra
ga.”

Nghi vé cach lam viéc c6 phuong phap cta Poirot va viéc 6ng
rat ghét su dot xudt, tdi ndi: “Chuing to6i chuln bi trong nita gid' cé
dugc khong?”

Beer nhin dong ho. “Nam mu0i phut 1a cung, khéng 1au hon
duogc dau a, thua 6ng, néu nhu cac 6ng khong muon nhd chuyén
tau ké tiép.”

TOi cé ddi chuit xAu ho khi thiy Poirot da xudng lau véi vali ctia

Trong xe, t0i quyét dinh phai ndi gi do, du Poirot khong c6 hirng
tro chuyén. “Gia nhu t6i khong dén cai ngdi lang quy quai dd thi
Margaret Ernst d3 khong bi tdn céng,” t6i budn rau néi. “Han cé
ké da thay t6i dén ngdi nha tranh cta ba ta va & lai d6 rat 1au.”



“pu 1au dé ba ta ké cho anh moi chuyén hodc gin nhu thé. Ba
ta d3 noi hét nhitng gi minh biét cho canh sat, tim cach giét ba
ta dé 1am gi nhi?”

“pé tra thu. P& trirng phat. DU néi trang ra 13 chang dat dugc
gl. Néu nhu Nancy Ducane v tdi, con Jennie Hobbs va Samuel
Kidd thi ding sau moi chuyén - y toi, ho la nhitng ngudi con
song ding sau tat ca moi chuyén - vy cd sao Jennie va Kidd lai
mudn giét Margaret Ernst? B ta khong ndi bat ct didu gi nham
két t0i ho, va ba ta cling chua bao gi® muoén hai Patrick va
Frances Ive.”

“TOoi dong y. Toi thiy Jennie Hobbs va Samuel Kidd khong
muon giét Margaret Ernst dau.”

Mua dap vao clta s6 xe khién chuing tdi khé nghe nhau va
cling khd tap trung. “vay ai lam?” Toi héi. “Tudng da cé moi cau
tra 16i roi kia ma...”

“Anh khong ngd su thé dén ndi nay sao, Catchpool?”

“Phai. Chac 6ng sip ndi 12 toi sai, nhung moi th dang c vé
phic tap hon, ding vay khong nhi? Moi chuyén dang tron tru
thi lai nghe tin Margaret Ernst bi tdn cong.”

“Anh ta bao 13 tron tru co day!” Poirot nhin cra sd xe 14t phat
mua, mia mai cuoi.

“Thi toi thiy cb vé don gidn. TAt ca cac hung thu déu da chét.
Ida giét Harriet v4i sy ung thuin ctia Harriet, sau dé cd ta bi
Richard Negus giét, vdi sy ung thuidn cia chinh co ta. R6i khi
Negus khong thiy Jennie dén dé& giét minh theo ké& hoach, dng ta
dd tu sat. Jennie Hobbs va Samuel Kidd khong giét ai ca. DI



nhién, ho d3 théng dong vdi nhau dé giy ra ba cai chét, nhung
nhitng cai chét @4 khong han 13 giét ngudi. Chung 13...”

“Hanh quyét vdi su ung thuan?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Ho ¢ mot ké hoach rat chin chu, ding khong? Harriet Sippel,
Ida Gransbury, Richard Negus va Jennie Hobbs iy. Hiy tam goi
ho 13 A, B, C va D, ta s& thay rd hon su chin chu trong ké hoach
cta ho.”

“Tai sao chdng ta khdng goi ho bang tén tirng ngudi?” téi héi.

Poirot phét 15 toi. “A, B, C va D, ca bon déu dan vat vi tdi 16i va
tim cach chudc t0i. Ho thoa thuan sé tra gia cho t6i 10i qua kh@
bang chinh mang séng ctia minh, do d4 ho 1én ké hoach giét 1an
nhau. B giét A, roi C giét B, r6i D giét C.”

“Nhung D da khong giét C, ding khong a? D 13 Jennie Hobbs,
va cd ta d3 khong giét Richard Negus.”

“Co 18 13 khong, nhung cd ta duoc phan cdng chuyén do. Ké
hoach 14 thé. Ngoai ra D phai sdng sét dé chitng kién E - Nancy
Ducane - bi treo c6 vi t0i giét A, B va C. Chi khi d6 D méi...” Poirot
chot khyng lai. “D,” 6ng lap lai. “Demise? b6 la tif chinh xac.”

“Sao ca?”

“O chit cila anh day. Mot tir lién hé véi cai chét va cd sau chit.
Anh nhd khong? Toi goi v 1a ‘murder’ va anh néi tir dé chi dung
duge néu ‘murder’ bat dau bang...” Ong lac diu va roi vao im
lang.

“Néu nhu ‘murder’ bat dau bang van D. Phai, tdi nhé roi. Ong



Poirot, dng cé 6n khong vay?” Mat 6ng 1ap lanh cai 4nh sang
xanh ky la ma ddi khi van xuat hién.

“Comment? Mais bien évidement! Néu ‘murder’ bat dau bang

van D! bung r6i! Mon ami, anh khong biét anh gilp t6i nhiéu
nhu thé ndo diu. Nay toi nghi... phai, ddng rdi. Han phai 13 vay.
Chang trai tré va ngudi phu nit 1én tudi hon - a, bay gid tdi da
thay that rd rang!”

“Lam on giai thich di.”

“puge, duge. Khi ndo toi san sang nhé.”

“Tai sao by gi¢ 6ng chura san sang? Ong con chd gi nita?”

“Anh phai cho t6i hon hai muoi gidy dé sip xép lai cac y tudng
ctia tdi chtt, Catchpool. Piéu d6 14 can thiét dé toi con cat nghia
cho anh, ngudi chang hay biét gi ca. Ting 16i clia anh déu cho
thdy anh chang hiéu gi hét. Anh néi chung ta da cé tit ca moi
cau tra 10i, nhung cau chuyén ma ching ta nghe Jennie Hobbs
ké sang nay chi toan 12 su ddi trd duoc théu dét céng phu! Anh
khong thay diéu do sao?”

“0, thi... y toi 1a... hUm...”

“Richard Negus déng v vdi Harriet Sippel rang Nancy Ducane
phai bi treo c6 vi ba &n mang ma ba iy khong giy ra u? Ong ta
muon giao quyén quyét dinh s6 phan Nancy cho Jennie Hobbs u?
Richard Negus, ngu0i ludn cdm dau, nhan vat quyén uy dugc
kinh trong. Cling Richard Negus dd, trong mu0i sau nam, da cam
thay minh t0i 16i khting khiép vi da budc t0i Patrick Ive mot cach
b4t cdng u? Richard Negus d6 nhin ra qua muodn rang minh da
sai khi budc t6i va hanh ha mot ngudi dan dng chi vi nhitng yéu



dudi cd thé thong hiéu noi con ngudi w? Richard Negus dé da hay
hon véi Ida Gransbury vi ¢ ta qua gido diéu va doi héi moi vi
pham déu phai bi tritng phat mot cach nghiém khic nhat u?
Richard Negus nay thi lai thich thu véi vy tuéng dé cho Nancy
Ducane - ngudi ma toi 16i duy nhat 1a yéu mot ngudi dan dng cé
thé mai mai khdng thudc vé minh - bi phap luit phan xét va doi
mat vdi gia treo co vi ba cdi chét ma cd ta khdng gy ra. Hir! That
13 v& van! chang cé gi khdp nhau ca. P lai 1 mdt chuyén bia
khac do Jennie Hobbs dung 1én dé danh lac huéng chung ta.”

T6i nghe nhitng 181 44 ma miéng ha hdc. “Ong cé chic khong,
ong Poirot? Phai noéi 1a toi da tin c6 ta.”

“DT nhién 13 tdi chac. Henry Negus chang d& ndi véi chung ta
rang anh dng 4y séng mudi sdu nam trong nha nhu ngudi & an,
chang gap g&, ndi ning véi bat c& ai dd sao? Thé ma, theo 15i
Jennie Hobbs, 6ng ta danh ngan iy nadm dé thuyét phuc Harriet
Sippel va Ida Gransbury rang ho chiu trach nhiém vé ci chét cta
Patrick v Frances Ive va phai trd giid. Bang cach ndo Richard
Negus c6 thé 1am cai viéc thuyét phuc dd, trao ddi thudng xuyén
vdi hai ngu®i phu ni¥ & Great Holling, ma ngu®i em Henry lai
khong hé phat hién ra?”

“Chuyén nay chic dng cé ly. Toi d3 khong nghi dén.”

“po chi 1a chuyén th® yéu. Anh d3 nhén ra cai sai 16n hon
trong cau chuyén cta Jennie chwa?”

“Gai nguoi khac vao toi giét ngudi di nhién 1a sai trai roi,” toi
noi.

“Catchpool, t6i khong noi dén cai sai vé mat dao ditc ma noi



dén su bat kha vé mat su kién. Phai chidng anh dang choc gian
t6i dé budc t6i phai giai thich trudc khi t6i san sang? Bien, toi s&
rit ra mot chi tiét dé trinh bay cho anh véi hy vong né sé dan
anh dén nhitng chi tiét khac. Theo 18i Jennie Hobbs thi bang
cach nao ma chia khda cac phong 121 va 317 cia khach san

Bloxham lai chui vao tai 4o khoac ctia Nancy Ducane?”

“Samuel Kidd tudn ching vao dé. Pé gid hoa cho Nancy.”

“Ong ta tudn ching vao tui ba ay ¢ ngoai dudng u?”

“Tdi nght diéu dé cling dé 1am ma.”

“Phai, nhung bang cich nio Samuel Kidd lai cé dugc hai chia
khéa dd? Theo du kién, Jennie sé& tim thay ca hai, cung védi chia
khéa cuia Richard Negus, tai phong 238 khi c6 ta dén dd dé giét
Richard Negus. Theo du kién, cd ta phai chuyén ca ba chia khéa
cho Samuel Kidd sau khi roi khoi phong 238 va khoa ca lai. Thé
nhung, theo 161 ¢0 ta, c6 ta da khong vao phong Richard Negus va
cing chang dén khach san Bloxham vio dém 4n mang. Ong
Negus khoa cra tir bén trong roi tu sat, sau khi gidu chia khoa
sau vién gach long & 10 sudi. vay lam cach nao Samuel Kidd lai
c6 dugc hai chiéc chia kh6a?”

T6i chd mdt ldc d& xem cé cAu trd 101 ndo dén vdi tdi hay
khong. Khong co. “Toi khong biét.”

“Co 18 khi thay Jennie Hobbs khong dén, Samuel Kidd va
Richard Negus da cai bién lai kich ban chang? Theo kich ban
mdi, Samuel Kidd s& giét Richard Negus roi 1y chia khéa cta
Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury t@ phong 6ng Negus. Trong
trudng hop nay, tai sao Samuel Kidd khong mang theo ca chia



khéa ctia dng Negus? Tai sao lai gidu phia sau vién gach? Cach
gidi thich hop ly duy nhat 1a Richard Negus mudn viéc tu sat ctia
ong ta trong giong nhu mot vy giét nguwdi. Mon ami, diéu dé cé
thé dé dang thuc hién bang cach dé cho Samuel Kidd 14y chia
khoéa ra khoi phong. Thé thi dau can gl phai mé& cira sb ra dé giy
an tuong hung tha da thoat ra khoi phong theo duong do.”

TOi thay s manh trong ly luin cta 6ng. “Vi Richard Negus
khoa ctra phong tir bén trong. Lam sao Samuel Kidd vao duoc
phong 238 dé 14y di cac chia khda phong 121 va 317?”

“Précisément.”

“con néu dng ta leo ciy dé chui vao qua canh ctra s6 dé ngd thi
sao?”

“Catchpool - hdy suy nghi di. Jennie Hobbs ndi cd ta khong
dén khach san Bloxham dém hdém dd. Vay, hodc 1a Samuel Kidd
da hop tac vdi Richard Negus dé tiép tuc k& hoach ma khoéng cé
c6 ta, hodc 1a hai ngu0i dan 6ng nay khong hop tac véi nhau.
Néu khong hgp tac thi tai sao Samuel Kidd khong duoc moi ma
lai vao phong clia dng Negus qua dudng cira sd ngd va lay di hai
chia khda? Ly do nao 6ng ta lam nhw viy? Con néu hai ngudi ho
hop tac véi nhau thi chic chidn Samuel Kidd phai c¢é ba chia
khéa dé tudbn vao tui cia Nancy chit dau phai chi hai chiéc.
Ngoai ra... néu Richard Negus tu sat - nhu anh hién dang tin -
khién cho chiéc khuy mang-xét roi sdu vao trong miéng, vay thi
ai 13 ngudi sip dat thi thé dng ta theo mot dudng thang hoan
hao? Mot ngudi udng thude doc réi quan quai cho dén chét ma
van gilt duwoc vi tri nam cuc ky chin chu, anh ¢4 tin ndi khong?



Non! Ce n’est pas possible.”

“Toi can suy nghi lai chuyén nay,” toi ndi. “Ong lam dau dc to6i
roi tung hét ca 1én roi do. N6 dang chat nich nhitng cAu hdi ma
trudc day chua tirng ¢o.”

“Vi du?”

“Tai sao ba nan nhan cta ching ta goi banh mi kep, banh
ngot va banh nudng nhung roéi chang an mén nao ca? va néu ho
khong an thi tai sao banh trai lai khong con trén cac dia trong
phong Ida Gransbury? Ching di dau ca r6i?”

“Al Bay gi® thi anh da suy nghi nhw mdt tham t& dich thuc roi
day. Hercule Poirot d3 day dugc anh cach van dung nhitng té bao

xam nho nho.”

“Ong da nghi ra chuyén do chua, cai vo ly vé thirc &n dy ma?”

“Bien sur. Tai sao t6i khong héi Jennie Hobbs vé chuyén do,
trong khi lai yéu cau giai thich nhiéu diéu khong khdép khac? Toi
lam vay vi t6i mudn c6 ta 1Am tudng chung ta tin vao cau
chuyén cta co ta. Cho nén tdi khdng thé hoi c6 ta mot cAu ma cbd
ta khong thé dua ra 16i giai dap.”

“Ong Poirot! Khudn mat ctia Samuel Kidd!”

“NO ¢ dau vay, mon ami!”

“Khong, v to6i khong phai 1a t6i thay khuoén mat 6ng ta. Y tOi
la... Ong cé nhd cai 1an dau tién gap 6ng ta & Pleasant khong?
Ong ta cao rau, bi rdch mat. C6 mot vét seo & phan da nho trén
ma d3 dugc cao, trong khi trong khi cidc phin da khéc thi phu
kin rau ria, ong nhd khong?”



Poirot gat dau.

“L¥ d6 khong phai 12 vét cat do cao rau ma 13 vét xudc do mot
canh cay nhon thi sao? L& Samuel Kidd da bi nhanh cay nhon
nao dé cao phai khi leo ciy dé ra vao phong 238 thi sao? Ong ta
sé tiép can chung ta vdi 101 ndi dobi vé viéc thay Nancy Ducane
chay ra khoi khach san nén khéng mudn chung ta gan vét xudc
bi 4n trén mat minh véi ngon ciy bén ngoai cra s6 phong cla
Richard Negus, vi vay ong ta dd cao mot mang da nho.”

“Ong ta biét chdng ta sé mic dinh rang dng ta bat dau cao rau,
bi rdch mat thé tham nén dirng lai,” Poirot ndi. “va roi, khi viéng
tham t6i & nha tro, ru ong ta da bién mat va khuon mat 6ng ta
thi ph1 day vét cat: dé nhac nhd t6i rang 6ng ta khong thé cao
rau ma khong lam nat khuén mat. Eh bien, néu toi tin diéu dé
thi toi s& mac dinh rang moi vét cat trén khudn mat 6ng ta déu
do cao rau mara.”

“Tai sao t6i khong thay ong phan khich nhi?” t6i héi.

“Vi diéu dé qua ro roi. T6i da di dén két ludn dé hon hai gio
trudc day roi.”

“0.” T6i cAm thiy minh xiu xudng. “Ch& chut - néu Samuel
Kidd bi xuwdc mat do leo ciy bén ngoai ctta s6 dé ngd cua Richard
Negus, c¢é nghia 6ng ta di leo duoc vao phong va 13y di cac chia
khoa phong 121 va 317, dang khong nhi?”

“Ta khong con thoi gian dé thao ludn vé y nghia nita roi,”
Poirot ndi bang mot giong nghiém nghi. “Chdng ta di dén nha
ga. T cAu héi cia anh c6 thé thiy anh di khong 1ang nghe cin
than.”



Bac si Ambrose Flowerday 1a mot nguGi dan 6ng cao 16n, bé vé
khoang chitng ndm muoi tudi véi mai téc den thd xoan diém
nhitng cong bac & hai bén thai duong. Ao 6ng nhau nat va mat
ctic. Ong dd nhan ching t6i dén nha muc vy, va vi vdy ma ching
toi dang & d6, trong can sanh lanh 1&o tran cao ngit va san go
bong tréc.

Toan bd chon nay chitng nhu di dugc phd thac cho bac si
Flowerday dé 1am bénh x4 tam cho mot bénh nhan duy nhét. Ra
m& cra 13 mot y t4 mic dong phuc. Thudng thi toi s& thic mac
vé cach sap xép ndy, nhung toi lai mai suy nghi vé Margaret
Ernst dang thuong.

“Ba 4y thé nao ro6i?” téi hoi sau khi cic bén gidi thiéu xong.

Khudn mait dng bac s méo xéch vi lo 1ang. “Tdi chi dugc phép
néi rang ba Ay rat cir khdi trong tinh canh thé nay.”

“Duoc ai cho phép?” Poirot hoi.

“Margaret. Ba 4y khong chap nhan nhitng 16i 1& yém thé.”

“Va ¢ dung 1a ba ay yéu cau 6ng ndi chuyén vdi ching t6i?”

Sau mot chit ngap ngirng, bac si Flowerday khé gat dau. “Hau
hét moi ngudi khong thé song sét 1au sau mot cudc tan cdng nhw
thé ndy. Margaret cé thé trang va tinh thAn manh mé. b4 1a mot
cudc tan cong nghiém trong.”

Chét tiét, to6i sé chét mat thdi néu khong gitt dugc ba 4y song



sOt.

“Ba 4y gip chuyén gi vay?”

“Hai tén dai lvu manh & dau lang dén sian nha thd vao gitta
dém va... ving, ching da 1am nhitng viéc ddng xau ho véi mod
ctia v chong Ive. Margaret nghe thay. Ngay ca khi ngti ba dy van
dé chirng. Ba ay nghe co tiéng kim loai dap vao da. Khi ba ay
chay ra dé ngin chdng, ching dung cai thuéng ma ching mang
theo tan cong. Chung san sang danh ba iy dén chét! vién ddi cta
lang d3 két luan diéu dd khi 6ng ta bat chiing vai gid sau.”

Poirot néi: “Xin 10i, bac si. Ong cd biét ai 1am chuyén dé vdi ba
Ernst khong? Hai gd dai lwu manh ma 6ng ndi... chiung da thu
nhan chua?”

“MOt cach hanh dién nita co day,” bac si Flowerday ndi qua
ham rang nghién chat.

“vi chung da bi bat?”

“0, vang, canh sat da bat chdng.”

“Chung la ai vay?” Toi hoi.

“Frederick va Tobias Clutton, hai cha con. Mot cap say xin vo
tich su.”

TOi tw hoi khong biét ngudi con cb phai 13 ga rach viéc ma toi
tirng thay ngdi nhau vdi Walter Stoakley & King’s Head khong
(Sau ndy t6i mdi biét minh doan ddng: chinh 13 han).

“Chtng noi 13 Margaret can trd ching. Con vé phan ngoi mo
vg chdng Ive...” Bac sT Flowerday quay sang tdi, “Xin hiéu cho
rang toi khong trach c gi 6ng, nhung cudc viéng tham ciia dng



dd khuay déng moi thir. Nguoi ta thdy 6ng dén ngdi nha tranh
ciia Margaret. Ca lang déu biét 1ap trudng cda ba iy trong vu vg
chong Ive. Ho biét cAu chuyén ma dng nghe dugc trong ngdi nha
dé sé khong phac hoa Patrick 1a mot ké ta dao va gian dam ma 1a
nan nhan mot chién dich xdc xiém doc ac cua chinh ho. biéu dé
khién ho mudn tring tri Patrick thém lan nita. Ong ay da chét
va & ngoai tam tay ctia ho, do dé ho muoén pha mo ctia dng ay.
Margaret van ludn néi diu ndy sém mudn sé xay ra. Ba dy ngdi
bén clra s6 hét ngdy nay sang ngay khdc, hy vong sé& bat qua tang
ching va ngan chung lai. Cac ong biét chwa nhi, ba ay chua tirng
g3p Patrick va Frances Ive dau day. Ba 4y c6 ké vay khong? Ho 1a
nhiing ngudi ban cda toi. Tai hoa ctia ho 1 ndi budn dau cta tdi,
su bat cong ho hitng chiu 1a ndi &m anh cda t6i. Ngay tir dau,
Margaret da quy ho. Ba ay kinh s¢ vdi y nghi mot viéc nhu vay
cling cé thé xay ra trong nhiém ky mdi cia chong ba tai x dao.
Ba 3y khién chong ciing nghi nhu thé. Margaret va Charles dén
Great Holling nay that 13 mot sw may man khtng khiép. Khong
thé kifm diu ra mot déng minh t6t nhw viy... Nhitng dong
minh ch,” bac si Flowerday chinh lai 10i.

“Chung t6i ndéi chuyén vdi ba Margaret dugc khong?” T6i hoi.
Néu ba 4y sap chét - va t6i ¢é linh cAm nhu thé, bat chip quyét
tdm cua ong bac s gilt cho ba song sét — thi t6i rat mudn nghe
ba 3y tran troi diéu gi.”

“DI nhién,” Ambrose Flowerday noéi. “T6i ma khong cho 6ng
gap thi ba 3y sé gian toi day.”

Poirot, c0 y ta va toi theo chan 6ng ta leo 1én mot cau thang gd



khong trdi thdm, vio mot trong cac phong ngh. Toi cO che gidu
ndi strng sot khi thdy nhitng bing bd, mau me, nhitng vét bAm
xanh tim pht day khuén mat ba. Mat tdi chot ngan 18.

“Ho dén chua, Ambrose?” ba hoi.

13 . - CIR L
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101 nao dé bay to noi...”

“Xin hiy goi toi 13 Margaret. Ong Catchpool cé di cung 6ng
khong?”

“vang, toi day,” tdi ¢ xoay x& 1én tiéng. T6i khong thé tuéng
tuong noi cé nhitng ngudi nhan tam gay thuong tich nhu thé
cho mdt phu nit. b6 1a hanh dong da thu, phi nhan tinh. Nhitng
con quai vat!

“Cé phai hai 6ng dang c6 té ra lich s dé khong lam tdi lo
1ang?” ba Margaret héi. “Mat toi bi pht 1én, khong nhin duoc
nén téi khong thay mat cac 6ng. Ambrose di ndi vdi cac ong
rang toi sap chét roi chi?”

“Non, madame. Ong ay khong néi vay dau.”

“Khong u? vang, nhung 6ng tin vay.”

“Margaret yéu quy....”

“Ong 4y 1am roi. T6i qua gian dit d€ cé thé nham mat.”

“Ba c6 chuyén gi muon ndi vdi ching tdi u?” Poirot hoi.

MOt Am thanh ky la phat ra tir cudbng hong ba Margaret. N6 ¢
am diéu nhao bang. “bung vay, nhung t6i mong cac ong dung
héi t6i qua sém, qua khan truong c nhu viéc dé phai 1am that



nhanh, c@ nhu hoi thd ké tiép cda toi 1a hoi thd cudi cung vay!
Ambrose d3 gay cho cic ong an tugng sai néu nhu cac dng tin
6ng ay. Bay gi® to6i can phai nghi ngoi. C6 16 hom nay tbi sé con
phdi cu cdi nhiéu 1an nita trudc nhitng phan dodn khong xac
dang vé cai chét ctia tdi! Ambrose, 6ng hdy ndi cho ho nhitng gi
ho can biét, duwoc khong dng?” Mi mat ba hap hay.

“pugc thdi. Néu ba dd mudn thé.” Mat dng hét hodng mé 16n
va dng nam lay tay ba. “Margaret? Margaret!”

“Ong dé ba 4y yén di,” cd y ta ndi, lAn dau tién 1én tiéng. “Hay
dé ba 4y ngu.”

“Ngu,” bac si Flowerday 1ap lai, cé vé boi roi. “Phai, di nhién.
Ba iy can ngu.”

“Ba 4y muon 6ng ndi gi vdi chung toi vy, 6ng bac si?” Poirot
hoi.

“Cé nén chang ong dua khach ctia 6ng vao phong khach?” Coy
ta goiy.

“Khong,” Flowerday noi. “T6i s& khong roi ba ay. Va toi can noi
chuyén riéng vdi cac vi nay, vi vay xin co cho ching t6i chut thoi
gian, dugc khong c6 y t4?”

CO y ta tré git diu roi roi phong.

Flowerday huéng sang tdi. “Ba 4y chac da ndi vdi ong gan hét
roi, dung khong? chuyén ngoi lang dia nguc nay da lam gi véi
Patrick va Frances ay ma?”

“Co 18 chung tbi biét cAu chuyén dé con nhiéu hon 6ng tudng
ddy,” Poirot ndi. “T6i dd ndi chuyén vdi cd Nancy Ducane lan



Jennie Hobbs. Ho ndi viéc tham tra cho thay Patrick va Frances
Ive da chét do tai nan. Thé nhuwng Margaret Ernst lai ndi vdi 6ng
Catchpool rang ho tu nguyén udng thudc doc dé két lidu cudc doi:
vo uong trudc, chong uong sau. Chat doc co tén 1a Abrin.”

Flowerday git dau. “Pé 14 su that. Frances va Patrick déu dé lai
di thu: nhitng tran troi cudi cung ctia ho. Toi da ndi véi nha chic
trach rang, theo v kién cta téi, hai cai chét d6 1a do tai nan. Tdi
da noi doi.”

“Tai sa0?” Poirot hoi.

“Ty sat 1a mot toi 10i dwdi mat nha tho. Sau nhitng cong kich
1am d6 v& thanh danh cta Patrick, t6i khong thé chdp nhan anh
ay phai hi'ng chiu thém mot vét nho nao nita. Va Frances tdi
nghiép - nguoi da khong lam gi sai - cling 1a mot tin hitu Co boc
tot...”

“Oui. Je comprends.”

“TOi biét nhiéu ngudi sé an mung thanh qua néu biét hanh
dong cta ho dan dén viéc vo chong Ive tu sat. T6i khong mudn
cho ho su hai long dé. Harriet Sippel 1a dién hinh.”

Poirot ndi: “T6i hdi 6ng cAu nay nhé, bac si Flowerday? Néu toi
noi Harriet Sippel d3 an nan vé cach dbi x tan té cta minh vdi
Patrick Ive thi liéu dng c6 tin dugc khong?”

“An nan u?” Ambrose Flowerday rau 1i cudi. “Sao thé, ong
Poirot, 6ng lam toi nghi 6ng bi mat 1y tri day. Harriet khong bao
gi An nan nhitng gi ba ta lam. Ca t6i cling thé, néu cic 6ng
muon hoéi. Toi mirng vi tdi d3 ndi doi mudi sdu nam vé trude.
Néu trd lai thi toi s& van 1am vay. Toi ndi cac 6ng thé nay nhé:



d4m dong do Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury dan dau chdng lai
Patrick Ive 1a mdt ddm xau xa. Khong co 16i nao khac hon danh
cho ching. Mot ngudi cé hoc thitc nhw dng, tdi nghi chic khong
xa la gi v6i v The Tempest, ding khong a? Pia nguc tréng rong?”

(113 ) ”

Va tat cA ma quy déu & day’,” Poirot hoan tAt cau trich dan.

“bung vay.” Bac si Flowerday quay sang t6i. “Vi thé ma
Margaret khong muon 6ng ndi chuyén véi toi, 6ng Catchpool a.
B3 4y rat hanh dién vé viéc chung téi da ndi doéi vi lgi ich cta
Patrick va Frances, nhung ba 4y lai than trong hon t6i. B3 ay sg
toi sé khoe khoang vdi 6ng vé hanh dong thach thic ciia minh,
nhu t6i vira thé hién.” Ong budn bd mim cudi. “T6i biét gid day
toi s@ 1anh hau qua. Tdi s mat quyén hanh nghé va cd thé sé
mat ca tu do, va co 18 diéu dé cling dang cho t6i. Loi ndi doi cta
toi d3 giét chét Charles.”

“Chong qua coO ciia ba Margaret u?” toi hoi.

Ong bac sT gat dau. “Margaret va t6i khong mang viéc nguoi ta
thi thao sau lung & ngoai duong, goi chung toi 1a ‘Ll gian doi),
nhung Charles thi lai cuc ky quan tdm. Sttc khoe ctia 6ng ay bi
suy sup. Néu t6i dirng qua quyét liét trong cudc chién chong cai
4ac & ngdi lang nay, Charles cd thé van con séng cho dén tan ngay
nay.”

“Hai ban di thu cia vo chong Ive nay & dau?” Poirot hoi.

“Toi khong biét. Toi trao ching cho Margaret mudi sdu nam
trudc. T d6 dén nay toi khong héi ba ay vé chung.”

“Toi dot chung roi.”

“Margaret.” Ambrose Flowerday lao dén bén ba. “Ba day roi



sao?”

“T6i van nhd ting tr trong hai ban di thu d4. €6 vé nhu ching
can dugc nhd, cho nén tdi da cd thudc ching.”

“Margaret, ba can phai nghi ngoi. Néi chuyén s& lam ba mét
day!”

“Di thw clia Patrick nhan Nancy rang 6ng iy yéu ba va sé& mai
mai yéu. T6i khong noi lai cho ba ay. Lam sao toi ndi dwgc khi toi
cAn phai che gidu viéc Ambrose da ndi doi vé cai chét cua ho
trudc hdi déng tham tra? Nhung... gid thi su that d3 duoc phoi
bay, 6ng phai ndi lai vdi ba &y, Ambrose a. Hay noi cho ba 4y biét
Patrick viét gi di.”

“TOi s€ ndi. Pirng lo, Margaret. T6i sé thu xép moi su.”

“Toi lo chit. Ong chuwa noi vdi 6ng Poirot va dng Catchpool vé
cac de doa cua Harriet sau khi Patrick va Frances dugc chon cat.
NGi cho ho biét di.” Mat ba nham lai. vai gidy sau, ba lai roi vao
gidc ngu.

“Nhitng de doa gi thé, 6ng bac si?” Poirot hoi.

“MOt ngay no, Harriet Sippel dén nha muc vu, kéo theo mot
ddm khoang muoi mudi hai ngudi. Ba ta néi dan lang Great
Holling mudn dio thi thé caa Patrick va Frances Ive 1én. Ba ta
nodi, néu ho tu sat thi khdng dugc phép chdn cat trén dat cia nha
thd, d6 12 ludt cta Chuiia. Margaret ra c¥a va bao rang ba ta dang
noi nham: diéu dé di ting 1a ludt cua nha tho, nhung nay
khong con thé nita. Luat dé da thoi ton tai tir thap nién 1880, ma
Itc nay di 1a 1913. Khi chét, linh hén dugc phd thac cho su phan
quyét cia Chuda va ngudi chét sé nam ngodi moi phan xét tran



tuc. Nguoi trg thu sung tin ctia Harriet, Ida Gransbury, da khang
khang rang néu trudc thip nién 1880 viéc chon ngudi tw sat
trong khuon vién nha thd 12 sai, thi dén nay viéc d6 van 1a sai.
Chuia khong thé doi y trong nhitng hanh xr da duoc thiét 1ap va
chuin thuin, cb ta ndi vay. Khi nghe nhitng 15i 18 qua dang nay
phat ra tir vi hon thé, Richard Negus da htty hon véi c6 gai 4c mo
nay va bo lang dén Devon. D6 13 quyét dinh ding din nhat trong
doi 6ng ay.”

“Frances va Patrick Ive tim diu ra cai chat Abrin ma ho dung
dé tu sat?” Poirot hoi.

Ambrose Flowerday cé vé ngac nhién. “Pé 1a mot cau hoi lam
t6i hoan toan bat ngd. Tai sao 6ng hoi vay?”

“Vi t6i thac mAac né cé phai tir 6ng ma ra khong?”

“pung vay.” Ong bac si chung lai, chitng nhu vi dau ddn.
“Frances 1ay trdm no tir nha toi. T6i da trai qua vai nam lam viéc
& vung nhiét dgi va da dem vé tir d6 hai lo thuoc doc. Hoi do toi
con tré, nhung da cd ké hoach st dung nd sau nay trong doi néu
can, chang han khi ndo bi mac bénh gi dau dén va khong thé
chita khoi. P3 tirng chirng kién sy dau dén kéo dai cia mot s6
bénh nhan, t6i mudn minh cé khd nang tu gidi thoat khai thach
thitc d6. T6i khong biét vi sao Frances biét t6i c6 hai lo thudc doc
cit trong t4, nhung han ba iy d3 phat hién ra trong lic tim
kiém th gi d6 ma ba iy can. Nhu t6i di ndi ban ndy, cd 18 tbi
cling dang bi trirng phat. DU Margaret néi gi, toi luon cdm thay
chinh t6i md&i 12 nguoi giét chét Frances chit khong phai ba ay tuw

”

sat.



quyét tu sat thi dang ndo ba dy cling tim ra cach, du cé hay
khong lo Abrin ctia 6ng.”

Toi ch& dgi Poirot chuyén sang cAu héi vé chat cyanide, vi mdt
6ng bac si tung ti€p cAn mot loai thudc doc thi cling hoan toan
c6 thé tiép cAn loai khac, nhung thay vao dd 6ng lai ndi: “Bac si
Flowerday, tdi khong dinh tiét 10 véi ai rang cai chét cta Patrick
va Frances Ive khong phai 1a do tai nan. Ong sé van dugc tw do va
tiép tuc hanh nghé bac si cia ong.”

“Sa0?” Flowerday hét nhin Poirot roi nhin t6i, vé sirng sot.

TOi gat diu xac nhan du trong long buc bdi vi Poirot da khong
hé hoéi v kién tdi. DAu sao thi thuc thi phap luat cling 13 cong viéc
cia téi ma. Ong ma tham khao v kién tdi thi toi sé nhac dng ch§
tin vao nhitng 16i ndi dbi cia Ambrose Flowerday.

“Xin cAm on. Ong qua 13 mdt ngudi cdong bang va bao dung.”

“Pas du tout.” Poirot chin d&ng nhitng 16i ham on cua

Flowerday. “T6i con mot cau hdi nita cho 6ng, ong bac si: ong da
1ap gia dinh chua?”

“Chua.”

“Xin cho phép t6i ndi thé nay nhé, toi nghi é6ng nén lap gia
dinh.”

TOi hit vao mot hoi sau.

“Ong 1a nguoi doc than, dung khoéng? Con Margaret Ernst 1a
gba phu tir nhiéu ndm nay. R3 rang la 6ng yéu ba ay rat nhiéu,
va t0i tin ba 4y cling dap lai tinh cdm ctia dng. Tai sao dng khong



hoi cudi ba y?”

Bac si Flowerday c6 vé nhu co xua di su ngac nhién, trong 6ng
that t0i nghiép. Cubi cung, 6ng ndi: “Margaret va toi tr 1au da
théa thuin s& khong 14y nhau. Viéc dé khong 6n. Sau nhitng gi
ching tdi da 1am - du ca hai déu cho 13 can thiét - va sau nhitng
gl xay ra vdi Charles t0i nghiép... Vang, ching t6i cdm thay
khéng 6n néu cho phép minh dugc hudng hanh phiic qua hén
nhan... hanh phtc nhu 18 ra ching téi phai cé dugc bén nhau.
C6 qua nhiéu ndi dau.”

TOi quan sat ba Margaret, thdy mi mat ba hap hdy.

“plrng néi dén ndi dau nita,” ba yéu &t noi.

Flowerday che miéng bang nam tay siét chat. “O, Margaret,”
6ng ndi. “Khong cd ba thi toi séng lam gi?”

Poirot dirng day. “Bac si,” 6ng nghiém nghi nodi. “Ba Ernst tin
rang ba ay sé sOng sot. S& rat 1a dang tiéc néu dng van tiép tuc
cai quyét dinh ngd ngan cta 6ng, né tranh kha nang tim hanh
phtc thuc su. Hai ngudi t6t yéu nhau thi khong nén tach roi khi
ma viéc d6 khong phai 1a can thiét.”

Ndi xong 6ng budc ra khoi phong.

T6i muén tau thoat thit nhanh vé London, nhung Poirot ndi
trwdc hét ong phai thdm mo Patrick va Frances Ive. “T6i mudn
dat it hoa & d6, mon ami.”



“pang 13 thang 2, 6ng di. Ong tim dau ra hoa day?”

Cau néi nay dan dén mot chudi cam ram dai dang vé thoi tiét
clla nudc Anh.

Bia md nam & mot bén md, phit day vét bun. Nhiéu diu chan
chdng 1an nhau trén buin goi v rang hai gi cuc stc Frederick va
Tobias Clutton d& gidm lén gidm xudng tdm bia sau khi ding
thuéng dao nd 1én khoi mat dat.

Poirot thdo gang tay ra. Ong cti xudng, dung ngoén tré ban tay
phai v& hinh mot béng hoa 16n 1én mat dat, trong nhu mot bic
thoi tiét kinh khting ctia nuGc Anh.”

“Ong Poirot, ngdn tay 6ng 1am bun roi kia!”

“Oui! Tai sao anh cé vé ngac nhién thé? Ngay ca Hercule Poirot
Iitng danh ciing chang thé vé& dugc mot bong hoa trén blin ma
ngén tay khong 14m. Bun dat sé roi ra, anh dirng lo. Lat nita cat
mong tay la xong chi gi.”

“DI nhién phai xong ch®.” T6i mim cuoi. “To6i ming khi thay
ong hao hirng véi viéc nay.”

Poirot 1ay ra chiéc khan tay. T6i thich thd nhin 6ng dung né
chuii cic vét chin trén bia md, phi pho va hon hén, nhay téi roi
nhay lui, doi Itc loang choang.

“Thé chit!” 6ng ndi. “Cest mieux.”

“vang, kha hon.”

Poirot tu Iy khi ditng thang day. “Pay 1a mot khung cadnh dau
long ma khong ai muon thay,” 6ng nhd nhe ndi. “Ching ta phai




tin rang Patrick va Frances Ive di an nghi bén nhau.”
Chinh tir “bén nhau” d3 gy ra diéu dé. Toi chot nghi dén mot
tir khdc: tach lia. Khudén mat tdi han da ndéi 1én tAm trang.
“Catchpool? Anh sao thé? Cé chuyén gi vay?”
Bén nhau. Tdch lia.

Patrick Ive yéu Nancy Ducane, nhung khi chét, trong ndm mo
chung, 6ng ta lai @ bén ngudi phu ni¥ ma 6ng chinh thitc thudc
vé khi con séng: Frances nguoi vg ciia 6ng. Liéu tAm hon 6ng cd
tim duoc su an binh, hay né van dau ddu huéng vé Nancy? Liéu
Nancy cé tw hoi diéu d6? Yéu Patrick nhiéu nhu thé, liéu ba cd
mong muon tro chuyén vdi nguodi da khuat? Bat cl ai tirng yéu
va mat di nguoi yéu quy ctia minh sé déu mong uwdc diéu do...

“Catchpool! Anh nghi gi liic nay vay? N6i toi biét di.”

“Ong Poirot, tdi dd c6 mot y nghi rat phi ly. Toi s& ndi van tat
véi 6ng, xin dirng mang toi 13 dién rd.” T6i 1ap bap trong xuc
dong cho dén khi thuat lai hét véi 6ng. “DI nhién 13 toi sai,” toi
két luan.

“0, khong, khong, khong hé. Khéng dau, mon ami.” Ong hén

két luan sao day?”
“Khong, tdi e rang toi khong két luan gi ca.”

“Ah. Dommage.”

“Xin dng day, ong Poirot! That khong cong bang khi 6ng budc
t6i ndi ra suy nghi caa toi, trong khi 6ng lai gi¥ rit suy nghi cta



”

ong.

“Ldc nay chua phai lic ta thao lun. Ta phai vé gap London. O’
do, anh s gdi ghém quan 4o va d6 dac cd nhan cua Harriet
Sippel va Ida Gransbury.”

“Sao co?” T6i hoang mang chau may, tu hoi doi tai cd danh
Ira minh khong.”

“Oui. Ong Negus dd 14y d6 dac ctia anh 0ng ta, chac anh con

“T6i nhd chir, nhung...”

“Pirng cai toi, Catchpool. Anh khéng mat qua nhiéu thoi gian
dé gbi ghém hanh trang, y phuc cia hai phu nit & khach san
dau. A, bay gid thi t6i dd hiéu roi. Cudi cung toi da hiéu tat ca roi.
Toan bd giai dap cho rat nhiéu bai toan ghép hinh nho nhd! Anh
biét day, né cling kha giébng vdi tro choi 6 chit cia anh.”

“Ong dirng so sanh nhu thé,” toi ndi. “Ong s& lam toi mat hirng
v4i thu tiéu khién yéu thich cia minh néu so sdnh né vdi vu viéc
nay.”

“chi khi thay dudc toan bo 151 giai thi ta mdi biét chac 13 minh
dung,” Poirot phét 1 t6i, ndi ti€p. “Khi dd, du cd thiéu vai giai
dap, ta van phat hién dugc chi tiét nao dé cé vé khép nhung that
ra lai chang khép chut ndo.”

“Vay thi 6ng hay coi t6i nhw mot 6 chit trong 16¢ di, mot 6 chi
chang cé tir ndo,” toi néi.

“Khong 1au nita dau, ban t6i a, khong 1au dau. Poirot, ong ay
sé sdm yéu cau tap hop & phong an ctia khach san Bloxham mot



1An nital”



CHUONG 22
KY AN DONG: CHIF TAT

Chiéu hom dé vao luc 4 gi® 15, Poirot va t6i dd ding canh mot
chiéc ban trong phong an cta khich san Bloxham, chd moi
ngudi yén vi tai nhiéu chiéc ban khac. Nhan vién khach san da
mau chong tap hgp vao Iac 4 gio theo ding 10i hira hen cta Luca
Lazzari. Toi mim cudi vdi nhiéu khuén mat quen thudc: John
Goode, Thomas Brignell, Rafal Bobak. Ho chdo lai t6i bang nhitng
cai gt dau bon chon.

Ong Lazzari dng bén ctra, ddi tay vung loan xa khi trao doi
vdi vién ddi Stanley Beer. Beer phai lién tuc né tranh va lui lai dé
khéi bi vung trung mait. T6i & qua xa dé hiéu hét nhitng gi
Lazzari ndi, va can phong cling qua sic 6n 3o, nhung toi cling
nhiédu 1an nghe dugc cum tir “ky 4n dong chit tat”.

P4 c6 phai 1a cai tén ma Lazzari dat ra? Moi nguoi trong nudc
déu goi vu 4n nay theo cich ma bao chi di lwa chon tir ngay dau:
Ky dn & khdch san Bloxham. Hién nhién Lazzari di tim ra dugc
su’ thay thé sdng tao hon véi hy vong né khong dung cham dén
cdi dinh co ma 6ng xiét bao yéu mén. T6i thay cach goi nay rat



sang sua nhung lai khé nghe, tuy nhién tbi biét diéu do ciing
phan dnh tam trang cta toi khi géi ghém hanh ly. Géi ghém
hanh trang cia ban than trudc moi chuyén di véi toi 1a qua dé,
nhung do6 1a vi tdi ludn han ché mang nhiéu do6. Y phuc cta Ida
Gransbury han 13 d3 phinh thém trong thoi gian ngan nghi co ta
ngu tai Bloxham. T6i da dién tiét khi ra sitc nén va dé bang ca
trong lugng ctia minh ma van khong sao nhét dugc déng quan
40 cda cd ta vao vali. Chac chan phai cé mot th® meo phu nit
nao do trong nhitng viéc nay ma nhitng g don nhu tdi khong
bao gi¥f tiép thu nodi. T6i cuc ky nhe nhdm khi Poirot bao tdi ditng
cO0 nita ma hay dén phong an ctia khach san vao lic 4 gio nhu da
hen.

Trong by vest xam lich 1dm, Samuel Kidd khodac tay Jennie
Hobbs mat tai nhot, dén vao lic 4 gio' 5. Hai phuat sau dé dén
phién Henry Negus, em cua Richard, va mudi phut nita 1a mot
nhom bon ngudi: moét nam va ba ni¥, trong s6 dé cé Nancy
Ducane. C6 mdt quang dé quanh d6i mat ngin 1é cta ba. Khi
budc vao, ba cd gang - tuy khong may thanh céng - gidu khudn
mat sau chiéc khan quang c6 bang chit liéu trong mo.

TOi ri tai Poirot, “Ba a4y khong muodn moi ngudi biét minh
khdc.”

“Khdng,” 6ng ndi. “Ba 4y van khan quang dé khong ai nhan ra
cht khéng phai do nguong vi khéc. Chang cd gl dang ché trach
khi thé hién cdm xdc ra ngoai, trai ngugc hoan toan véi suy nghi
cla ngudi Anh cac anh.”

T6i khong mudén chuyén chu dé sang chinh minh gifta ltc toi



dang ndi vé Nancy, nguti ma toi quan tdm hon rat nhiéu. “T6i
nghi diéu ba 4y mong mudn nhat 13 dugc ngudi hAm mo hao
hic san ddn, tat cad nhip thanh mot ddm dong cuéng mod dudi
got chan.”

Ban than Poirot cling it nhiéu 13 nhin vAat ndi tiéng va cd 18
cing thich hang 16 16c nguwdi hAm mo bu quanh, cho nén 6ng cé
vé sip bap vao dé tai ndy. T6i l1ai dng chuyén huéng bang ciu
hoi: “Ba nguoi di cing Nancy Ducane 1a ai vay?”

“Ngai St. John Wallace, phu nhén Louisa Wallace va c6 gitp
viéc Dorcas ciia ho.” Ong nhin dong ho deo tay roi tac luGi.
“Ching ta mudn mat mudi 1am phat roi! Tai sao ngudi ta khong
chiu dén ding gio nhi?”

T6i dé y thdy ca Thomas Brignell 1an Rafal Bobak déu ding
day, c6 vé nhu mudn néi diéu gi dé mac du cudc hop van chua
chinh thic khéi dau.”

“Xin quy vi hdy lam on ngo6i xuéng!” Poirot noi.

“Ong Poirot, thuwa 6ng, t6i phai...”

“Nhung t6i...”
thiét mudn ndi véi Poirot ndy, toi cd thé dAm bao rang dng ta da
biét roi, va 6ng ta dang sap sa trinh by vdi cc ong, véi tat ca
quy vi ¢ day, chinh nhitng diéu ma cac 6ng muodn ndi. Xin cic
6ng hiy nhan nai.”

Bobak va Brignell diu lai va ngdi xudng.

T6i ngac nhién thay cd gai toc den ngdi canh Brignell v§i 1ay



tay anh ta. CO ta siét chit né va ho giit d6i ban tay tiép tuc xoan
vao nhau. T6i thdy 4nh mat ho trao ddi va 4nh mat dé néi vdi tdi
tat cd nhitng gi toi cin biét: ho 1a mot cip yéu nhau. Tuy vay, co
gdi nay dat khoadt khong phai 1a ngudi phu nit téi d3 thay
Brignell 4u yém trong khu vuon ctia khach san.

Poirot thu thi vao tai toi: “Ngudi phu ni¥ ma Brignell hon ngoai
vuon, bén canh chiéc xe cat kit, co ta téc vang ma, non? Phai
chang dé 1a nguoi phu nit 40 khoac nau?” Ong ting t6i mot nu
cudi bi an.

Quay sang dam dong, 6ng noi: “Gio thi moi ngudi da dén day
da, Xin quy vi im lang va tp trung cha y. Xin cdm on. CAm on
tat ca quy vi.”

Trong lic Poirot ndi, tdi ddo mat nhin quanh cic khudén mat
trong phong. Pay cd phai la... 0i, troi dat! La co ta! Fee Spring, co
phuc vu tai Pleasant dang ngoi & cudi phong. Giong nhu Nancy
Ducane, c0 ta ciing c¢d che khudn mait - bang mot kiéu nén la, va
gidng nhu Nancy, cd ta cfing khong thanh cong. €6 nhay mat véi
tdi nhu thé mudn ndi rang viéc tdi va Poirot dirng chan udng ca
phé va cho co biét noi dén ké tiép da cd ich cho hai ching tdi nhw
thé ndo. Quy tha ma bat, sao cd gi 1ém linh nay khong & lai cai
quan ca phé dd, chd cta cd ta?

“HOm nay, tdi xin quy vi hay kién nhan,” Poirot ndi. “S& cé rat
nhiéu diéu quy vi can biét, can hiéu, ma hién gid quy vi van chua
hiéu, chua biét.”

Phai, tdi nghi, duc két hoan hao cho luin diém cha tdi. Tdi chi
biét hon doi chut so vdi cac cd6 don phong va cac anh dau bép &



Bloxham. C4 1& thAm chi Fee Spring con ndm bat cac su kién tot
hon t6i. Poirot c6 1&8 dd moi co ta dén cai su kién 16n do 6ng dan
dung ndy. Phai néi rang toi khong hiéu va s& khong bao gidy hiéu
noi vi sao dng lai cAn mot luong thinh gia d6 sd dén vay. Pay cd
phai 12 sAn khiu kich dau. T6i cling kha may man pha dugc
nhiéu vu 4&n ma khong can su trg giip cda Poirot. Nhitng luc do,
tdi chi don gidn trinh két luin 1én cac sép roi bat ga vo lai lién
quan.

Qua mudn roi, nhung t6i ty hoi phai chang t6i nén yéu cau
Poirot néi vdi tdéi moi viéc trwdc khi bude 1én cai sin khiu cta
6ng. Bay gio thi hdi 6i, cling mang danh la nguwdi phu trach diéu
tra, thé ma téi lai chang cd v niém ma hod nao vé 181 gidi ma 6ng
sap trinh bay.

‘DU cho dng sap néi gi, cAu cho d6 14 nhitng 15i 1& khon ngoan,’
toi thAm cAu khan. ‘Néu 6ng phan tich ding va t6i ding canh
ong, sé chang ai nghi ngd viéc téi da tirng, vd qua sttc mudn
mang chang biét md té gi nhu t6i hién nay.’

“CAu chuyén nay dai qua, nén t6i khong thé k&€ ma khong cé
ngudi trg gitp,” Poirot nodi vdi cd phong. “T6i sé hut hoi mat. Vi
vay toi xin quy vi 1ang nghe hai dién gid khac. bau tién 1a ba
Nancy Ducane, nha danh hoa dd mang lai vinh hanh cho chung
ta bang sy gép mit cta ba & day hdm nay.”

P6 1a mot bat ngd, du khong phai 13 vdi Nancy. Qua khudn
mat ba, to6i nhan ra ba da biét trwdc Poirot sé ciu vién ba. Hai
ngudi ho da dan xép trudc vdi nhau.

Nhitng tiéng xi xao hoang mang tran ngip cin phong khi



Nancy, vdi khan quang che khudén mat, budc dén ding canh t6i,
noi moi nguwdi déu nhin thay ba.

“Ong 1am 10 ba ay trudc ngudi hAm mo roi day,” toi thi thao
vdi Poirot.

Oui.” Ong mim cudi. “Nhung ba &y van che mit bang khin
quang khi néi.”

Moi ngudi mé mai nghe Nancy Ducane ké ciu chuyén vé
Patrick Ive: tinh yéu ngang trai ca ba danh cho 6ng, nhitng
chuyén viéng tham 1én 1t & nha muc vu vao ban dém, nhitng 106i
néi déi dc hiém vé viéc 6ng nhin tién cta gido dan doi lay
nhitng giao tiép véi ngudi than da khuit. B3 khong nhic dén tén
ctia Jennie Hobbs khi néi vé cdi tin d6n dd khédi sw moi rac roi.

Nancy ké lai rét cudc ba di 1én tiéng ra sao tai quan tro King’s
Head, thd nhén trudc dan lang Great Holling moi tinh ctia ba véi
Patrick Ive, von khong phai 13 trong trang, mac du ldc dé ba da
khong ndi that diéu nay. Giong ba run 1én khi ndi vé cai chét bi
thuong ctia Patrick va Frances Ive do thuoc doc. T6i ghi nhan ba
chi ndm na ndéi nhu thé vé nguyén nhan t vong: thuoc doc. Ba
khong néi cu thé 12 do tai nan hay tu sat. T6i ban khoan khong
biét ¢ phai Poirot dd dan ba khong ndi ra dé tranh giy bat loi
cho Ambrose Flowerday va Margaret Ernst khong.

Trudc khi ngdi xudng, Nancy ndéi: “Pén nay t6i van hét long
thuong yéu Patrick nhu trudc. ROi sé dén ngay tbi va anh ay s&
doan tu.”

“Cam on, ba Ducane.” Poirot nghiéng minh. “T6i phai ndi ngay
cho ba biét mot viéc ma tdi vira phat hién, vi tdi tin rang né sé



an Ui duoc ba. Trwdc khi mat, Patrick da viét... mot 14 thu. Trong
thi 6ng 4y nhan véi ba rang 6ng Ay yéu ba va sé mai mai yéu.”

“Oil” Nancy hai tay bung miéng, mat lién tuc hap hdy. “Ong
Poirot, 6ng khong thé hinh dung 6ng di khién t6i hanh phc
nhu thé nio dau.”

“Au contraire, madame. Toi hinh dung rat r6. Mot thong diép

tinh yéu chuyén dén sau cai chét ctia ngudi yéu thuong... Chang
phai 1a &m vang dich thuc cho nhitng 101 don khong cé that vé
Patrick Ive dé sao? Rang dng 4y chuyén thong diép tir bén dudi
nam mo? Va, toi xin hoéi ba, ai 1a ngudi khong muon nhan mot
thong diép nhu thé tir nguwoi da khuat ma ho tirng rat yéu?”

Nancy Ducane trd vé ghé cia ba va ngbi xuéng. Louisa Wallace
vO vé canh tay ba.

“Va bay giv,” Poirot ndi, “mot phu ni* khac tirng biét va yéu
Patrick Ive s€ 1én tiéng. PO la ngudi giup viéc cli cia Ong ta,
Jennie Hobbs. M0i cd Hobbs!”

Jennie ding day, dén d@ng vao chd Nancy vira bo lai. Chinh ¢
cling c6 vé bat ngd khi dugc mdi. Bang mot giong run ray, cd noi.
“T6i yéu Patrick Ive nhiéu chang kém gi Nancy. Nhung anh iy
khong dap lai tinh cam cua toi. Véi anh ay, t6i chi 12 mot ngudi
gidp viéc trung thanh khong hon khong kém. T6i 1a nguGi khai
hoat nhitng tin don hiém 4c nham vao anh Ay. Tdi di tung ra
mot 101 ndi d6i khdng thé dung thir. Toi dd ghen vi anh 4y yéu
Nancy chi khong yéu t6i. Du tdi khong chinh tay giét anh 3y, toi
tin rang hoat ddng béu riéu clia chtng t6i da khién anh 4y phai
chét. Chuing t6i, gom cd toi va ba ngudi nita: Harriet Sippel,



Richard Negus va Ida Gransbury, ba nguoi vira bi giét & khach
san. BOn nguoi ching téi sau d6 d3 an nan vé nhitng gi minh
l1am. Chtng tdi An han siu sic. Vi vy chdng tdi da 1én ké hoach
dé sa chita lai 16i lAm.”

TOi quan sat nhitng khudn mat sing s6t cia toan thé nhan
vién khach san Bloxham khi Jennie trinh bay cai ké hoach ma
c6 da mo ta cho Poirot va t6i tai nha ctia Samuel Kidd, va giai
thich vi sao nd lai hong. Louisa Wallace ré 1én s¢ hii khi dén
doan gan ghép ba 4&n mang cho Nancy Ducane va khién ba bi
treo co.

“Dan xép day mot phu nit dén cai chét vi ba &n mang ma ba
dy khong 1am dau phai 1a sra chita 16i 1am!” St. John Wallace la
16n. “P4 1a su' bai hoail!”

Moi ngudi déu nhat tri véi 6ng. ft ra d3 chang cé 15i phan déi
nao dugc cat 1én. Téi nhan thay Fee Spring trong it sitng s6t hon
so véi hau hét moi ngudi. € cd vé dang 1ang nghe chim chu.

“T6i khong bao gi® muon gid hoa cho Nancy,” Jennie noi.
“Khong bao gio! Cac nguoi tin t6i khong thi tuy.”

“Ong Henry Negus, theo 0ng, ngudi anh Richard ctia 6ng cé
gidng ngudi vach ra cai ké hoach nhu 6ng vira nghe khong?”
Poirot ndi.

Henry Negus ding day. “T6i khong thich ndi ra dau, 6ng
Poirot. Richard ma tdi biét c6 ndm ma cling khong thé giét ai,
duwong nhién 1a vy, nhung Richard dén sdng véi ching toi tai
Devon muoi sau nam trudc day khong phai 1a Richard ma toéi
biét. DAng dAp bé ngoai thi van vay, nhung bén trong anh dy da



khong con 12 con ngudi cli nita roi. T6i e phai ndi rang toi khong
bao gi¢ hiéu con ngudi ma anh iy da tré thanh, vi vay téi khong
thé binh luin gi vé viéc anh 4y cé thé hanh x ra sao.”

“Cam on 6ng Negus. Va cAm on cd nita, cd Hobbs,” Poirot bd
sung vdi vé thiéu nhiét tinh rd rét. “co c6 thé vé chd duoc roi.”

Ong quay sang dam dong. “Thwa quy vi, vy la quy vi d3 nghe
cau chuyén cta c¢6 Hobbs. Néu ndé 13 that thi ching ta chang cé
hung tht ndo dé bat gitt va xét xr. Ida Gransbury giét Harriet
Sippel vdi sw wng thudn cda b3 ta. Richard Negus giét Ida
Gransbury, cling vdi su ung thuin ctia chinh c6, roi tu sat khi
Jennie Hobbs khdong dén dé giét 6ng ta nhw da dinh trude. Ong ta
tu sat va 1am cho gidng nhu bi giét, dau tién bang cich khda clra
phong va giau chia khda sau vién gach 16ng & 10 suwdi, va sau do
13 m& ctra sO ra. Theo dy tinh, canh sat s& nghi rang hung tht -
Nancy Ducane - mang chia khéa theo, thot ra ngoai qua cta sd
va leo cay xudng. Theo 10i ¢6 Jennie Hobbs thi khong c¢é hung th
— khong c6 ai giét ngudi ma khéng dugc s chuin thuin cua
chinh nan nhan!”

Poirot nhin quanh phong. “Khong cé hung tha,” 6ng lap lai.
“Nhung du d6 1a su that di nita, ta van con hai ké pham phap
dang sdng va dang bi trirng phat. Po 1a Jennie Hobbs va Samuel
Kidd, hai ké d3 thong dong nhau dé gid hoa cho Nancy Ducane.”

“Ong Poirot, 6ng mau bat nhét ching lai di!” Louisa Wallace la

A

len.
“T6i khong phai 1a nguti ddng md cira nha giam, thua ba. Pé
la cong viéc ctia 6ng ban Catchpool day va cac cong su ctia ong



4y. T6i chi m@ cdc bi 4n dé di dén su that. Ong Samuel Kidd, moi
O0ng ding day.”

Kidd ling tiing di*ng lén.

“Phan viéc cla 6ng trong k& hoach 13 dat manh gidy 1én ban 1&
tdn ctia khach san, ding khéng? ‘CAU CHO HO KHONG BAO GIO
YEN NGHI. 121. 238. 317.”

“vang thua 6ng. Nhu Jennie da ndi.”

“Jennie da dua cho 6ng manh gidy dé éng lam viéc d§?”

“Vang, c6 ay dua cho t6i vao sang hom dé.”

“Va 6ng phai dat no 1én ban vao lic nao?”

“Ngay sau 8 gi0 gi¢ t6i, nhu Jennie dd nodi. T6i ltra dip sdm
nhat sau 8 gid, khi tin chac khong cé ai & gin ddy thay toi 1am
viéc do.”

“Ong nhan chi dan tr ai?” Poirot hoi.

“Jennie.”

“Va Jennie cling chi dan 6ng ludn cac chia khéa phong vao tui
ctla Nancy Ducane?”

“pung vay,” Kidd néi bang mot giong &m dam. “T6i khong hiéu
vl sao dng hoi toi tit ca cac cAu dé. €o Ay chang vira ké cho moi
nguoi do sao.”

“Toi s& giai thich. Bon. Theo ké hoach ban dau, nhu tat ca
ching ta da nghe thay, Jennie Hobbs ndi chia khoa ctia ca ba
phong - 121, 238 va 317 - phai dugc Jennie 1ay khéi phong cta
Richard Negus sau khi giét 6ng ta roi. Sau do cd ta s phai trao
lai ching cho Samuel Kidd dé 6ng nay nhét vao ndi nao dé cd thé



gid hoa cho Nancy Ducane - la tdi 4o khoac ctia ba iy. Nhung
Jennie Hobbs khong hé dén khach san Bloxham vao dém an
mang, theo nhu cadu chuyén cta co ta. C6 ta khong du can dam.
Vi vay ma t6i hoi 6ng, 6ng Kidd: 1am cach nao 6ng cé dugc cac
chia khoa phong 121 va 317?”

“T6i lam cach nao... lam cach nao c6 hai chia khoéa d6 u?”

“Phai. TOi hoi Ong thé day. Lam on tra 101 di.”

“TOi... VAng, néu nhu 6ng mudn biét, toi 1y dugc cac chia
khoéa dé nho tai tdn gau cda toi. Toi ri tai mot nhan vién khach
san, héi xem liéu ho c6 t& té cho t6i muon chia khda cai caa
khach san dugc khong. Ho chiu lién. ROi toi tra lai cho ho khi da
dung xong. Tat ca déu kin dio.”

To6i dirng d0 gAn Poirot dé nghe 6ng phat ra mot Am thanh ché
trach. “Nhan vién nao ctia khach san vay? Ho déu c6 mat & day.
Hay chi ra nguoi nao da trao cho 6ng chiéc chia khoda cai di.”

“T6i khong nhd do 1a ai. Mot ngudi dan 6ng, to6i chi ndi duoc
véi dng nhu thé. Téi nhd mit ngudi kém lam.” Trong khi néi vay,
Kidd 14y ngén cai va ngdn tro van vé vét tray do & trén mat.

“vay, bang chia khéa cai ma 6ng da vio ca ba phong?”

“Khong, chi phong 238 thoi. 6 1a noi ma theo du tinh phai cé
ca ba chiéc chia dgi san Jennie dén 14y, nhung t6i chi tim dudgc
hai chiéc thoi. Nhw 6ng da ndi, mdt chiéc bi gidu sau vién gach &
10 sudi roi. T6i khong mudn nan lai, luc soat trong phong dé tim
chiéc thit ba, nhat 13 khi ¢ xac 6ng Negus nam & do.”

“Ong noi doi,” Poirot ndi. “Khong sao. Vao ldc thich hop ong sé
nhan ra rang dng khong thé ndi ddi dé thoat toi. Nhung ta hay



tiép tuc. Khong, dirng ngoi voi. Toi con mot cAu héi nita - cho ca
0ng va Jennie Hobbs. Viéc Jennie bung cau chuyén sg hii ctia cd
ta dén quan ca phé Pleasant ngay sau 7 gio' 30 vao dém an mang
cé nam trong ké hoach khong?”

“Cd,” Jennie nodi, khong nhin Poirot ma nhin Samuel Kidd.

“Thé thi tdi xin 16i, nhung tdi khong hiéu mot diéu quan trong.
Cd qua so hii dé tiép tuc ké hoach, c6 ndi thé, vi viy cd khong
dén khach san vao ldc 6 gid. Thé ma hinh nhu ké hoach van c
dugc tién hanh ma khong cd co. Sai léch duy nhat 1a Richard
Negus tu sat, dung khong nhi? Ong ta tu bo doc vao thic uong
cia minh thay vi c6 14 ngudi bo doc. Moi diéu t6i ndi cé dung
khong vay, thua c6?”

“vang, ong ndi dung.”

“Trong trudng hop dd, néu chi tiét thay d6i duy nhat la
Richard Negus tu sat thay vi bi giét, ta cé thé suy luan rang ba
cai chét da dién ra ddng k€& hoach, tic sau khi goi banh kep va
banh nudng, tir 7 giv' 15 dén 8 gid, ding khong, c6 Hobbs?”

“puing vay,” Jennie ndi. Giong cd khdng con chic chan nhu
cach day it 1au.

“Vay thi xin cho t6i hoi, 1am sao viéc giét Richard Negus lai ¢
thé 13 mot phan ctia k& hoach? €6 tirng ndi c6 mudn tim tbi &
quan ca phé Pleasant ngay sau 7 gid 30 t6i hom Ay, biét rang toi
s& & d6, dung bita tdi th nam thudng 18 ctia t6i. Khong thé nao
di chuyén tir khach san Bloxham dén quan ca phé Pleasant trong
chua diy nta gid. bidu dé 13 khong thé, du cé di chuyén bang gi
di nita. Do dd, cho du Ida Gransbury da giét Harriet Sippel va



Richard Negus d3 giét Ida Gransbury trong khoadng thoi gian sém
nh4t sau 7 gid 15, ¢6 van khong du thoi gio’ dé giét Richard Negus
trong phong 238 sau thoi gian nay, ma van kip dén dugc
Pleasant. Ching t6i liéu cé nén tin rang, bat chap tit ca nhitng
ké hoach chi li ma cac ngudi tinh toan, khong ai trong cac ngudi
chiu nghi vé cai thuc té bat kha d6?”

Khudn mit Jennie trd nén trang béch. Toéi doan khudn mat tdi
cling thé, chi cé diéu toi khéng tw nhin thiy duoc.

Pé 1a mot ké nit ranh ranh trong cau chuyén cia co ta. Poirot
da vach chi ra. va t6i da khong nhan ra. bon gian 1a t6i da khong
nghi dén.



CHUONG 23
DA GRANSBURY THAT

Samuel Kidd khung khuc cudi, quay lung lai dé moi ngudi cing
thay. Ong ta ndéi: “Vdi mdt nguoi ludn tu hao vé nang luc diéu tra
thi 6ng van chuwa dat dén mitc dd sac bén nhat, ding khong ong
Poirot? Jennie thudng xuyén ké& cho t6i hon 13 ké cho éng day.
Toi nghi tdi ¢ thé an todn ma ndi rang k& hoach khong phai 1a
lam sao dé cac vu giét ngudi dién ra sau 7 gid 15. T6i khong biét
ong 1y dau ra v tudng dd. Ké hoach 13 ching phai dién ra sau 6
gid. Viée dat thde n vao 1dc 7 gidy 15 khong nam trong ké hoach.”
“Pung vay,” Jennie noi. Puoc vi hon phu cli nhanh tri vach cho
con dudng dé thoat bay, cd cd vé nhw da dinh than dwoc. “Toi chi
¢ thé két luan rang viéc to6i khong dén vao lic 6 gid nhu thoa
thuin d3 gay ra su trl hodn. Nhitng ngudi kia han 14 mudn ban
ludn vé sy vang mat cda tdi. Han ho d3 mat thoi gian dé thao
luan phai lam gi.”
chinh lai 161 t6i khi t6i khang dinh rang cic &n mang da dién ra
dting ké hoach: tir 7 gi&y 15 dén 8 gid. o6 cling khdng hé cii rang



viéc dat thic dn cho bita tra chiéu rdt mudn dé khoéng phai la
mot phan cta ké hoach.”

“Toi xin 10i. L& ra toi phai chinh lai 15i 6ng,” Jennie nédi. “Toi...
Y toi 12 nhitng chuyén nay qua choang ngop.”

“Gio thi cd ndi rang, theo ké hoach, ba 4n mang phai dién ra
vao luc 6 gio?”

“vang, va tat ca phai hoan thanh xong trudc 6 gid 45 dé tdi cé
thé dén kip quan Pleasant vao lic 7 gid 30.”

“Trong trudng hgp do, tdi cd mot cau hoi khac danh cb day,
thua co. Tai sao ké hoach lai doi héi 6ng Kidd phai chd& doi ca gio
dong ho dé dit manh gidy & ban 18 tan, sau khi Harriet, Ida va
Richard d3 chét r6i va sau khi c6 di roi khach san? Tai sao
khong thoéa thuin véi dng Kidd 1dm chuyén dé chang han vao
lic 7 gid' 15 hay tham chi 7 gio' 307 Tai sao lai 1a 8 gio?”

Jennie doi lai nhu tring phai ci dam. “Tai sao khoéng phai la 8
gi0 u?” Co budng binh ndi. “Chd mot chut thi cé hai gi dau?”

“Ong hoi nhitng cAu ngd ngan qud, dng Poirot,” Samuel Kidd
nai.

“Khong c6 hai gi khi cho doi ca, thua cb - toi hoan toan dong
yv. Vi vAy chung t6i mdi thac mac: tai sao phai dé lai manh gidy?
Tai sao khong chd cho cac ¢6 don phong ctia khach san tim ra ba
cai xac vao sang hom sau? CO Jennie, dirng nhin Samuel Kidd.
Nhin Hercule Poirot day nay! Tra 10i cau hoi di.”

“T6i... tdi khong biét! Tdi nghi cd thé Richard...”

“Khong! Khong Richard gi ca!” Poirot cudp 16i c6. “Néu co



khong chiu tra 101 cAu hoéi ctia t6i, hdy dé toi tra 10i vay. €6 din
6ng Kidd dé lai manh gidy trén ban 1é tan ngay sau 8 gid vi dé
van ludn 13 mot phan cta k& hoach nham 1am cho cac 4n mang
¢ vé nhu da dién ra tir 7 gid 15 dén 8 gio!”

Poirot lai quay sang dam déng im 1ing, mat tron tron. “Ta hay
th suy nghi vé bita tra chiéu cho ba ngudi dugc dit giao tai
phong 317, phong ctua Ida Gransbury. Hay thir hinh dung ba nan
nhin tu nguyén c@ia chung ta, ldng ting vi sy vang mat cla
Jennie Hobbs, khong biét phai 1am gi, va vi vdy mdi dén phong
Ida Gransbury dé ban luan. Catchpool, néu anh dang sip sa tu
nguyén bi hanh quyét vi mot toi 10i trong qua kht, liéu anh cé
dat banh nudng, bAnh ngot ngay trudc dé khong?”

“Khong. T6i sé khong dn udng gi duoc vi qua bon chon.”

“cé thé bd ba nhan vat bi hanh quyét clia chung ta nghi rang
diéu do 1a cAn thiét d€ gilt sttc cho nhiém vu quan trong phia
truwdc.” Poirot 1ap ludn. “Nhung khi thitc an dén, ho da khong cd
tAm trang dé an. Nhung thitc in da bién di dau ca?”

“Ong hoi tdi Ay 4?” Jennie ndi. “Toi e rang tdi khong biét vi toi
dau cé mat ¢ dé.”

“Trd lai van dé thai gian cdc 4&n mang,” Poirot noi. “Bac si phap
y cho rang, trong ca ba trudng hop, cai chét dién ra tir 4 giy dén 8
gidy 30. Sau d4, nhitng bang chitng tinh hudng da gitp thu hep
lai, chi con tir 7 gi& 15 dén 8 gi®y 10. Ta hady thi xem xét cic bang
chitng tinh huong. Ong phuc vu Rafal Bobak thdy cd ba nan
nhan van con song vao lc 7 gid’ 15 khi 6ng dy dén giao thitc an
tai phong 317 va Thomas Brignell thay Richard Negus con sdng



vao lic 7 gi® 30 tai tién sanh ctia khach san, khi Negus khen ngoi
s hiéu qua cta Brignell r6i yéu ciu Brignell ddm bao tién tra
banh dugc tinh cho 6ng ta, va dat mot ly rugu vang. Do dd, cé vé
nhu ching cé 4n mang nao dién ra trudc 7 gidy 15 ca, va viéc giét
Richard Negus khong thé dién ra trudc 7 gid 30.

“Tuy nhién, cé hang t4 chi tiét khong khép dé tao nén mot birc
tranh ngin nap. bau tién 13 viéc thic an bién mat, du chung ta
biét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus khong hé
diing. T6i khong tin ai dé sip giét ngudi 1an dau ma lai nghi
trwdc dé minh phai an banh nuwéng. Vay thi goi thic an lam gi
néu khong cé v dinh dn? Trir phi dé thiét 14p trong mat mot
nhan chitng rang ta diy con song vao lic 7gidy 152 VA tai sao ba
nan nhan ctia ching lai cin thiét phai dugc thay con séng vao
dung cai gi®f cu thé dé? T6i chi cé thé nghi ra mot cach giai thich
kha di khdp v6i cau chuyén ctia Jennie Hobbs: néu nhitng ké
déng muu cda chung ta biét, bang cich ndo dé, rang Nancy
Ducane khong c6 chirng c¢d ngoai pham dang tin cay tur 7 gio' 15
dén 8 gi® 15, c6 thé ho s& mudn 1am cho cic 4n mang giéng nhu
dién ra vao khoang thoi gian nay. Nhung Nancy Ducane lai cé
chitng cd ngoai pham rat vitng chic vao gi®¥ 4, dung vay khong,
phu nhan wallace?”

Louisa Wallace ding day. “bung vay. Ba ay ngdi cung toi va
nha tdi cho dén khodng 10 gid toi, dung bita t6i § nha chung toi.”

“Merci beaucoup, madame. Alors, toi chi nghi ra dugc mot ly

do duy nh4t vi sao viéc tao cam gidc ba 4&n mang da dién ra tir 7
giy 15 dén 8 giv’ 10 lai quan trong séng con dén nhu thé: trong



khoang thoi gian nay, Jennie Hobbs cd ching cd ngoai pham
khong thé lay chuyén. To6i, Hercule Poirot, biét rd tuyét ddi rang
cd ta khong thé & khach san Bloxham vao thdi diém dé. o ta
dang & quan ca phé Pleasant cung tdi tir 7 gi¢’ 35 dén 7 gid 50, va
toi d3 dé cip vé van dé thdi gian di chuyén rodi. Ti ghép tat ca
nhiing th® d6 lai véi niém tin rang ba 4&n mang da khong dién ra
tlr 7 gid 15 dén 8 gid 10, va toi bat dAu ban khoan: tai sao lai phai
rac ro6i nhu vay dé 1am cho c6 vé nhu Jennie Hobbs khong thé
tién hanh nhitng 4n mang do, trir phi c6 ta qua thuc da tién
hanh chung?”

Jennie bat day khdi ghé. “T6i khong giét ai ca! T6i thé 13 nhu
vay! DI nhién ho da chét trong khodng tir 7 gid’ 15 dén 8 gid. Moi
ngudi déu thay ro diéu do, chi trir moi ong ral”

“Ngbi xuong va im lang di, co Hobbs, trir phi t6i hoi co truc
tiép,” Poirot lanh lung ndi.

Khuon mat cia Samuel Kidd nhan nhdé vi gian dit. “Ong da
dung lén tat cd nhitng chuyén dd, dng Poirot! Biét ddu ho goi
thitc an vi dang do6i con cdo. Lam sao 6ng biét dugc? Pau phai vi
ong s& khong thé nay hay t6i s& khong thé no, ma suy ra rang ho
sé khong nhu thé nay hay thé no.”

“Thé thi tai sao ho khong an vay, 6ng Kidd?” T6i hdi. “Nhitng
banh kep, banh ngot d6 bién di dau ca?”

“Bita tra chiéu tuyét hao nhat toan London!” Luca Lazzari 1am
bam.

“T6i s& noi cho anh biét nd bién di dau, Catchpool a,” Poirot
noéi. “Hung thi chia ching ta dd pham sai 1am trong van dé bira



tra chiéu - mot trong nhiéu sai 1Am. Néu thitc an con trén dia
trong phong 317 dé canh sat tim ra thi chang con gi 12 bi 4n. Toi
cé thé 1ap luin hung tha di dén va lam gidn doan cudc hop mat
vui vé nay trudc khi bira tiéc kip dién ra. Nhung hung thu lai
nghi nhithg mén in khéng dugc dung dé s& gy nghi ngd. Hian
khoéng muoén moi nguwdi dit cdu hoi: ‘Tai sao dat thitc an ma lai
khong an?”

“vay cho thitc &n d6 ra sao?” téi hoi. “N6 bién di dau mat?”

“Nhitng ké dong muu d3 14y nd ra khai hién trudng. O, vang,
thura quy vi, chic chan 13 dd c6 mdt Am muu dé tién hanh ba an
mang dé! Toi ndi thé nay cho rd nhé: Harriet Sippel, Ida
Gransbury va Richard Negus déu da chét tir 1au trudc 7 gio 15
ngay thir nam hém 4o.”

Luca Lazzari budc 1én phia trude. “Ong Poirot, xin thw 16i cho
su dudng dot cua tdi, nhung téi phai ndi véi 6ng rang, Rafal
Bobak, nhan vién phuc vu trung thanh nhat cta toi, khong bao
gi ndi doi. Ong 4y da thay ba nan nhan con song khoe khi 6ng
4y giao thitc &n vao dc 7 gid 15. Ho con sdng khoe! Han 13 6ng da
lam l1an.”

“Toi khong 1Am 1an dau. Tuy nhién, 6ng da ding vé mot khia
canh: nhan vién phuc vu Rafal Bobak ctia 6ng qua 1a mot nhan
chng mau muc. Ong ay chic chin di thidy ba ngudi trong
phong 317 khi giao bita tra chiéu - nhung nhitng nguoi dé khong
phai l1a Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus.”

C4 gian phong, moi ngudi ha héc miéng vi soc. T6i cling vay,
trong khi cd vat éc dé nghi xem dé cd thé 13 ba ngudi ndo khac.



Khong phai Jennie Hobbs rdi, vi ldc d6 ¢d ta han dang trén dudng
dén quan ca phé Pleasant. Vay thi ai?

“Ong Poirot,” t6i bdn chén ndéi. “Cé phai d6ng 1ap ludn rang cé
ba ngudi gid dang cac nan nhan dé khién moi ngudi nghi ho van
con song khi thic an duoc giao dén?”

“Khéng han vay, khong. That ra, hai ngudi d3 gia dang 1am
hai nan nhan. Ngusi thir ba, Ida Gransbury... c6 ta khong phai
gid dang, toi rat tiéc phai ndi ra diéu do. vang, bat hanh thay, cb
ta chinh 1a Ida Gransbury thit. Ong Bobak, ong cé nhd 6ng noi
v(i toi nhitng gi 6ng nghe 16m va chirng kién dugc khi giao thic
an tai phong 317 ch? Tdi thl nhé tirng tir vi 6ng da ké t6i nghe
dén hai lan. Ong cho phép tbi thuét lai vi 10i ich ctia tt ca ching
ta cha?”

“vang, thva ong. Xin ong c® tw nhién.”

“Merci. Ong dén noi va thay ba nan nhan rd rang con song va
dang ndi vé nhitng ngudi ho quen biét. Ong nghe Harriet Sippel -
hay ngu0i phu nit ma sau dé ngudi dan 6ng trong phong goi 1a
‘Harriet’ - ndi: ‘Ba ta con lwa chon ndo dau nhi? Ba ta chang con
13 ngudi dé 6ng iy yéu thuong. Gi¥ diy ong ay khd long quan
tam dén ba ta khi ma ba ta dd ddnh mat chinh minh, va nay con
dang tudi me cua 6ng ay nita co ddy. Khong, néu mudn biét 6ng
dy nghi gl trong dau, ba ta chang con lua chon ndo khac hon 14
chdp nhan va thoa hiép vdi ngudi phu ni* ma 6ng ay yéu
thuong’. P6 1a Idc nguoi dan 6ng trong phong ngung tiép ong va
dén thic &n dé ndi: ‘O, Harriet, néi vay thi ac qua. Ida dé bi sic
1am ddy. Nhe nhang véi cd ta di.” Toi ké cd chinh xac khong vy,



ong Bobak?”

“Rat chinh x4c, thua dng.”

“ROi Ong bao t6i rang hodc 12 Ida hoic 13 Harriet d3 ndi diéu gi
d6 ma 6ng khong nhd dudgc, réi ngudi dan 6ng mac dinh la
Richard Negus noéi: ‘Ly tri clia 6ng ay u? Tdi thi cho rang dng dy
chang con ly tri. T6i nghi ngd cai vu dang-tudi-me cta bi. RAt
nghi day.” Pén do, nguoi phu nit dugc goi tén 13 Harriet pha 1én
cwoi va noi: ‘Thoi dugc, néu khong ai trong chung ta ching té
dugc minh dung, vay ta chip nhain 13 bat dong di’ c6 ding
khong?”

Rafal Bobak xdc nhan mdt 1an nita. Poirot da rat chinh xac.

la ctia Ida hodc 1a ctia Harriet ma 6ng khong nhd thuc té 1a do
Harriet thot ra. T6i tin tudng nhu thé, tin tudng tuyét doi! Ong da
khong nghe thay bat c 10i nao cta Ida Gransbury trong can
phong dd, va 6ng ciing khong thay mat cb ta vi c6 ta ngdi quay
lwng ra ctra.”

Bobak chau may, tap trung. Mot hoi sau dng noéi: “T6i nghi 13
6ng duing, Ong Poirot a. VAng, t6i khong thiy mdit co Ida
Gransbury. Va... gio khi 6ng néu ra, t6i mdi nhd chua tirng nghe
co ta ndi nang gi.”

“Thua 6ng, ong khong nghe ¢6 ta ndi vi mot ly do don gian la
Ida Gransbury, dugc dat ngoi trén ghé vdi lung quay ra cta, da bi
giét vao luc 7 gio' 15. Nhan vat th ba trong phong 317 khi 6ng
giao bita tra chiéu 1a mot phu nit da chét!”



CHUONG 24
BG AM CHEN XANH

Mot vai nguoi hodng hot hét 1én. €6 kha nang rat 16n tdi 13 mot
trong s6 do. That ky la: tdi da thiy biét bao nhiéu xac chét. Trong
cong viéc & Scotland Yard, tdi d3 cé co hoi chirng kién nhitng cai
chét ghé ron. Thé ma khéng mot thi thé binh thudng nao lai tao
ra cam giac rung ron dén nhu vay, khi mot phu ni da chét dugc
dung 1én ngdi nhu con séng dé tham gia vao bita tiéc chiéu vui
vé cung ban be.

Rafal Bobak tdi nghiép trong run rdy va lao dao. Han éng dang
nghi minh d3 & gan sy ac quai hon bat ky ai, va khong mot
ngudi tinh tdo ndo mudn roi vao vi thé cia ong.

“Dd 1a ly do vi sao thirc an phai duoc giao tai phong Ida
Gransbury,” Poirot ndi tiép. “Phong 238 ctia Richard Negus 13 tién
10i nhat dé ba nan nhan hop mit vi nd nam & ting hai, tc gitta
hai phong kia. Khi dé bita tra chiéu cling tién tinh cho 6ng Negus
ma ong ta khong phai nhac nhd gi chuyén d. Nhung di nhién
phong 238 khong thé 12 phong ma ba nan nhin cia ching ta
duoc Rafal Bobak thay con song vao Itc 7 gio' 15! Vi diéu d6 doi hoi



phai dua xac Ida Gransbury — von da bi giét tir vai gio' trudc — tir
phong 317 ctia cd ta xudng, di qua cac hanh lang dé dén phong
ctia Richard Negus. LAm vAy rdi ro qua 16n. Hau nhu chac chan
sé c6 nguoi nhin thay.”

PAp vao mat tdi 1a nhitng khuén mait séc tir ddm déng hoang
mang. Toi ty hdi khong biét Luca Lazzari cé s& mau chdéng tuyén
nhan sw mdi hay khong. chic chan t6i khong bao gi¥ mudn trd
lai Bloxham khi nao cai vu viéc khé chiu nay chua két thuc, va
toi biét nhiéu ngudi trong phong nay cling suy nghi nhu toi.

Poirot tiép tuc gidi thich: “Thwa quy vi, Xin quy vi hdy suy nghi
vé su rong rai, hao phdéng ctia 6ng Richard Negus. A, 0ng ta qua
la rong rai. Nao 1a doi tra tién an, tién tra, nao la doi tra tién
chuyén di, tién phong, tién xe dén tir khach san. Tai sao khong
dé ho di chung mdt chuyén tau rdi di cing xe vé khach san? Tai
sao Richard Negus lai nhiét tinh nhuw thé khi doi ddm bao hda
don tién an udng phai dugc tinh cho ong ta, khi ma 6ng ta biét
rang ca ong ta 1an Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury déu sap sira
chét?”

P4 14 mdt cAu hoi rat tét. TAt ca nhitng luin diém cda Poirot
déu thich dang va, hon thé nita, déu 1a nhitng th® ma 1€ ra toi
phai nghi dén. Cach nao do t6i dd khong nhan ra qua nhiéu khia
canh khong khdp véi cac su kién trong cau chuyén cuia Jennie
Hobbs. Lam sao tdi cé thé bd qua nhitng didu khdng khdp hién
hién dén nhu vay?

Poirot ndi: “Ngudi dan ong gia lam Richard Negus vao Itc 7 gio
15 dé danh lira Rafal Bobak va vao lic 7 gid 30 dé danh lira



Thomas Brignell chang hé quan tAm gi dén viéc thanh toan! Han
biét rang ca han 1an nhitng ngudi dd6ng muu cia han déu khong
phai tra tién. Han ra ngoai 1a d& witt thitc &n. Han dua thdc an ra
bang cach ndo? Trong mot chiéc vali! Catchpool, anh con nhé cai
g3 lang thang ma anh thay gan khach san Itic chung ta lam cudc
hanh trinh bang xe buyt ch’? Mot gd lang thang dang 14y d6 an
tlt mot chiéc vali, non?” Anh md t4 han ta 1a ‘gd lang thang xoi
kem’. N6i t6i nghe xem, anh cé thiy han xoi kem that khong
day?”

“Oi, chét tiét. C6 day! Han dang in... bAnh kem.”

Poirot gat dau. “An tir chiéc vali ma han nhit dugc gan khach
san Bloxham, trong dé diay nhitng mén khodi khau hop thanh
bita tra chiéu cho ba nguoi! Bay gi¢ 1a mot thach thic khac cho
tri nhé cua anh day, mon ami: anh ¢é nhd ting noi vdi toi, hoi
tdi dén Bloxham 1an dau rang Ida Gransbury mang theo nhiéu y
phuc dén muc du chat day ta quan 40? Thé ma cb ta chi c6 mot
chiéc vali trong phong, cfing bang véi Richard Negus va Harriet
Sippel, ma ca hai nguti nay déu mang theo it y phuc hon dang
ké. chidu nay, tdi ¢ nhd anh géi ghém, xép y phuc clia cb
Gransbury vao vali, va anh da phat hién gi nao?”

“Khong du chd dé nhét,” t6i ndi, cAm thiy minh nhu thang
ngoc chuyén tra 10i nhan thuwdng. Hinh nhw cai s6 cda toi 13 phai
cam thay minh ngdc mdi khi dinh dén chiéc vali ctia Gransbury,
nhung gid day lai 1a ngdc kiéu khAc.

“Anh tu trdch minh ro6i,” Poirot ndi. “Anh ludn tu trach minh
trudc, nhung that ra tat cd y phuc khong cach chi nhét vo vira



chiéc vali dd, vi chiing dugc mang dén Bloxham trong nhitng hai
chiéc vali. Ngay cd Hercule Poirot nay cling khong nhoi hét
ching vao duoc!”

Ong quay sang cac nhan vién khach san: “Tr& vé sau khi vt
chiéc vali chia thdc an, ngudi dan 6ng dé da gip nhan vién 16
tan Thomas Brignell gan c¥a phong nay, noi chung ta dang tap
hop. Tai sao ong ta lai cheo kéo ong Brignell vao cudc tro chuyén
vé van dé thanh todn? Chi cd mdt ly do: dé tao 4n tuong vdi
Brignell rang Richard Negus van con song vao lic 7 giy 30. SAm
vai 6ng Negus, han d3 néi hd mot didu: Negus cd kha ning trang
trdi con Harriet Sippel va Ida Gransbury thi khong. Piéu dé
khong dung! Henry Negus, em clia Richard, cé thé xac nhan rang
Richard khong cé thu nhip va chi con rat it tién cta tir cha me.
Nhung cai ngudi gid dang Richard Negus d3 khong biét diéu dé.
Han mac dinh rang Richard Negus 13 mdt quy 6ng tirng hanh
nghé luit su, at phai cd 1am tién. Ltc trao ddi véi 6ng Catchpool
va toi 1An daiu tién, Henry Negus cho biét tir khi vé Devon, Ong
anh Richard cta 6ng ay cd thai d6 siu tham, u uat. Richard
Negus song an cu va khong cé hitng thi nao vdi cudc ddi, cé
dang khong, d6ng Negus?”

“Vang, toi e 1a vay,” Henry Negus noi.

“MOt ngudi & an! Tdi xin héi quy vi, md ta nay nghe cé gidng
ngudi dan o6ng thich ruogu vang, banh ngot, thich tan gau kiéu
ninh dam vdi hai nguwdi phu nit trong mot khach san hang sang
& London? Khong! Ngudi dan 6ng ra nhan bira tra chiéu tir Rafal
Bobak, nguoi ma Thomas Brignell phuc vu rugu vang, khong



phai 13 Richard Negus. Ngudi nay da khen ngoi 6ng Brignell vé
s hiéu qua va roi ndi cau gi dé dai loai nhu sau: ‘Toi biét toi cd
thé trong ciy vao anh dé giai quyét chuyén nay vi anh 1a ngudi
dugc viéc. Hay tinh tién thuc an thdc udng cho t6i, Richard
Negus, phong 238.” Nhitng 151 ctia han dugc tinh todn dé 1am cho
Thomas Brignell tin rang ngudi dan 6ng do, Richard Negus d6, da
tirng biét vé dd hiéu qua clia 6ng Brignell, va do dé ho han da
ting gip nhau tir true. Ong Brignell ¢ 1& dd cam thay hai c6 16i
vl 6ng ta khong nhd ra cudc tro chuyén trudc véi ong Negus. Va
ong ta quyét sé khong quén 6ng nay lan nita. T day ong ta sé
nhd ngudi dan ong do, nguwdi ma ong ta da gip hai 1an. DI nhién,
lam viéc trong mot khach san London rong 16n, ong ta sudt ngay
gidp g& khach, moi ngay dé dén ca tram ngudil Toi biét chic didu
sau thuong xay ra: khach biét tén, nhé mat 6ng ta trong khi 6ng
ta lai quén ho. D4u sao, ho cfing chi gian 13 en masse, 1a ‘khach’!”

“Xin thw 10i, 6ng Poirot, t6i xin 6ng bd qua cho.” Luca Lazzari
budc voi téi trude. “N6i rong ra thi ong rat chi ly, nhung truong
hop ctia Thomas Brignell thi qua 13 may man. Ong 4y c6 mot tri
nhd phi thuong doi véi tén va khudn mat. Phi thudng!”

Poirot mim cu0i tdn thudng. “Viy sao? Thé thi téi da dung.”

“Vé chuyén gi ca?” t6i hoi.

“Kién nhan va suy nghi di, Catchpool. Toi sé giai thich mot
chudi su viéc. Nguoi dan 6ng gia dang Richard Negus di c6 mit &
tién sdnh khach san khi 6ng Negus 13y phong hom th® tu, mot
ngdy trwdc cic 4n mang. C6 18 hin mudn tham sat thuc dia dé
chuin bi cho vai trd ma han s& ddm duong sau d4. Tém lai 1



han d3 thay Richard Negus dén. LAm sao han biét d6 1a Richard
Negus? Toi s& trd lai vAn dé ndy sau. Han biét, ndi vay 1a da roi.
Han thay Thomas Brignell 1am thd tuc gidy t& roi trao chia khéa
phong cho 6ng Negus. T6i hom sau, sau khi gid dang 6ng Negus
dé nhan bita tra chidu va ra ngoai dé vitt né di, ngudi dan 6ng dé
di ngang qua Thomas Brignell trén dudng vé lai phong 317. La
ngudi nhanh tri, han thiy ngay co hoi tuyét voi dé ciing cd cho
cai ké hoach danh lira canh sat. Hin bén tién dén Brignell va néi
véi dng ta c nhu thé han, ké mao danh, chinh 13 Richard Negus.
HAan nhac Brignell ci tén 6ng Negus roi nhic dén cudc gip trudc
do.

“That ra Thomas Brignell chua bao gio gap nguti dan 6ng nay
trwdc day, nhung ong ta nhd cai tén tir Iic trao chia khda phong
cho Richard Negus that. Nay dot nhién cé nguoi ndi vdi ong ta
day tu tin, vira than thién vira hiéu biét, rdi tw xung cing cai tén
dd. Thomas Brignell ben mac dinh do 13 Richard Negus. Ong ta
da khong nhé mait 6ng Negus, nhung su 1am 1an nay ong ta chi
tu trach trong long chir khong ndi ra.”

Khudn mat Thomas Brignel chuyén thanh mau vang do.

Poirot nodi tiép: “Ké gid dang Richard Negus yéu cadu mot ly
rugu vang. Tai sao? Pé kéo dai cudc tiép xtic v4i Brignell thém doi
chut, qua dé khic sdu né hon chut nita trong tri nhé cia nhan
vién 1€ tAn nay u? bé lam diu bét sy cing thang than kinh u? 6
1€ 1a ca hai ly do.

“Bay gi0, xin phép quy vi cho phép t6i dugc lac dé mot chut:
chat ddc cyanide da dugc tim ra tir phan rugu vang con sot trong



chiéc ly dd. N6 cling dugc tim ra trong cac tach tra cia Harriet
Sippel va Ida Gransbury. Nhung khong phai 1a tra hay rugu vang
d3 giét ba nan nhan. Khong thé nhu thé. Nhitng thic uéng nay
dén qua tré, rat 1au sau khi cic 4n mang da duoc tién hanh. Ly
rugu vang va hai tach tra trén chiéc ban phu canh ba thi thé - dé
13 nhitng thit c6t yéu dé dan dung sin khau tdi ac, dé gy an
tuong gid rang viéc giét nguoi da dién ra sau 7 gid 15. That ra,
chat cyanide giét chét Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard
Negus dd dugc trao cho ho tir sém hon va bang phuong tién
khéc. Canh bon rira trong moi phong déu cé ly uéng nudc, ding

“Thé thi tdi cho rang d4 13 ciAch ma thudc doc dad dugc tiéu
thu: udng véi nudc. Trong mdi trudng hop, ly nude di duge can
than rira sach va dat lai canh bon rira. Ong Brignell,” viéc Poirot
bat ngd quay sang hoéi khién ngudi nhan vién 1é tan bat ra sau
lwng ghé, nhu thé vira bi ai d6 ban. “Ong khong thich ndi trudc
ddm dong, nhung 6ng da 14y hét can ddm dé 1am viéc dé vao cai
l1an dAu tién ching ta hop mat tai phong nay. Ong ndi vdi ching
t0i vé cudc gap vdi 6ng Negus ngoai hanh lang, nhung dng khong
nhic gi vé ly rugu vang, ngay ca khi tdi da hoi cu thé vé né. Sau
dé, d6ng dén gap tdi va bd sung chi tiét ly rugu vang vao ciu
chuyén ctia 6ng. Khi t6i hdi vi sao lic dau dng khong nhic dén
nd, 6ng da khong tra 15i. T6i khdng hiéu vi sao, nhung 6ng ban
toi day, 6ng Catchpool, dng dy da ndi diéu gl d4 rat hién hién, rat
soi sang. Ong ay noi 6ng la mot ngudi tdn tAm, chi gii? lai thong



tin trong mot vu an giét nguwdi néu diéu dé gy nhiéu boi réi cho
ong, va néu ong tin chac né khdng lién can dén vu an. Véi ddnh
gia do, ong ban toi qua 1a da nodi triung dich, ding khong nhi?”

Brignell khé gat dau.

“Cho phép t6i giai thich.” Poirot to giong, mac du giong 6ng da
kha 16n. “Luc ching ta hop trong phong nay lan trudce t6i da hoi
cé ai mang ly rugu vang 1én phong 6ng Negus khong. Khong ai
tra 10i ca. Tai sao Thomas Brignell khong noéi: ‘T6i khong mang
1én phong 0ng ta, nhung t6i cé mang dén cho dng ta?’ Poirot toi
sé nodi cho quy vi biét! Ong ta khong nodi vi 6ng ta cé nhitng ngo
vuc trong dau, va éng ta khong mudn co rai ro ndi ra diéu gi do
khong dung su thét.

“Ong Brignell 13 nhan vién duy nhat trong khach san nhin
thay mot trong ba nan nhan nhiéu hon mdt 1an - hay, ndi chinh
x4c hon, 6ng ta di bi gai dé tin rang minh trong thiy Richard
Negus nhiéu hon mot 1an. Ong ta biét minh cé dua mot ly ruou
vang cho mdt nguoi tw xung la Richard Negus va nguoi nay cuw
x nhu thé di titng gdp 6ng ta, nhung ngudi dé lai trong khong
gidng Richard Negus ma Thomas Brignell d3 gap. Hay nhd lai di,
6ng Lazzari vira cho ching ta biét 6ng Brignell c6 mdt tri nhd phi
thuong ddi véi khudn mat va tén. b6 1a ly do 6ng ta khong 1én
tiéng khi t6i héi vé ly rugu vang! Suy nghi clia 6ng ta bi giang co.
MOt giong ndi trong dau 6ng ta da thi thao: ‘Han phai 13 ong ta,
la cung mot ngudi. Nhung dé dau phai 1a 6ng ta, néu phai thi
minh d3 nhan ra roi.’ it 1au sau, 6ng Brignell d3 tw nhd: ‘Sao ma
minh ngbc thé! DI nhién dd 13 Richard Negus vi 6ng ta da xung



tén 1a vy ma! Lan dau tién tri nh§ di phan lai minh. Vi canh
dd, giong ndi ngudi nay nghe hét nhw 6ng Negus, cling vdi am
diéu tiéng Anh cda nguodi cé hoc.” V4i mdt nguoi cuc ky luong
thién nhu Thomas Brignell, sé 1a incroyable néu c6 ai dé gia

dang ngudi khac dé choi x6 dng.

“sau khi di dén két ludn rang ngudi dan ong kia phai 1a
Richard Negus, 6ng Brignell di quyét dinh ding 1én, néi cho tbi
biét ong ta da gap Richard Negus vao ldc 7 gid 30 dém an mang,
nhung dng ta qua bdi rdi dé nhic dén ly rugu vang vi dng ta sg
minh giong nhu gd ngb vi di ngodi im thin thit trudc do, khi toi
hoi vé ly rugu. DI nhién t6i cd thé s& héi ngay trudc mit moi
nguoi: ‘Tai sao 6ng khong nodi vdi toi lac trudc?’ va ong Brignell
s& cam thiy xau ho khi budc phai néi: ‘Vi t6i dang mai ban
khoan lam cach nao 6ng Negus lai cd khudn mat khac khi toi
g3p Ong ta IAn thi hai’ Ong Brignell ¢ thé xdc nhin nhitng gi
tdi néi 1a ddng khong? Khong can lo 1ang bi coi 13 gi ngd dau.
Nguoc lai 1a khac. b6 1a mot khuén mat khac. b6 1a mot ngusi
khac.”

“Ta on Chua,” Brignell néi. “Ong Poirot, tirng diéu 6ng nodi déu
tuyét doi dung.”

“Bien sur,” Poirot noi, khdng chuit khiém tén. “Thua quy vi, xin

san dudi tén Jennie Hobbs, t6i d4 nghi cb ta cd thé 14 cling ngudi
phu ni ma toi d3 gdp tai quan ca phé Pleasant. Nghe cd vé giong
nhau: téc vang, nén nau sam, a0 khoac mau nau nhat hon.



Nhung vdi hai ngudi dan 6ng chi mot 1dn duy nhat thay mot
ngudi phu nit phtt hop véi md ta nay thi khong thé ndo néi chic
ho di thay cling mdt ngudi phu nit. biéu d6 khién toi phai ngdm
nghi. Lic d6 tdi dd nghi ngd rang Richard Negus qua ¢ ma toi da
thay xac va Richard Negus con séng ma Rafal Bobak va Thomas
Brignell thay vao dém an mang 1 hai nguoi khac nhau. Roi toi
nhé cd nghe ndi, khi dén Bloxham hém th tu, rang Richard
Negus d3 duoc Thomas Brignell ti€ép. Néu toi gia thiét dung thi dé
phai 12 Richard Negus khdc, Richard Negus that. Bt chot tdi hiéu
ra sw khdé x* cia Thomas Brignell. LAm sao 6ng ta cd thé noéi
cong khai rang nhan vat duy nhat d4 lai cé hai khudén mait? Moi
nguoi sé nghi 6ng ta bi mat tri!”

“Ong mdi la ngudi an noi d& dién dd khung, 6ng Poirot a,”
Samuel Kidd nhao bang.

Poirot ndi tiép nhu thé Samuel Kidd chua hé 1én tiéng. “Ké gia
mao nay cd thé khong giéng Richard Negus & bé ngoai, nhung toi
biét chac han cé kha nang nhai giong hoan hao. Han 13 mot tay
bat chudc xuit sac - ¢ gidng dng khong vay, 6ng Kidd?”

“pirng nghe ong ta! Ong ta 12 mot ké xao tral”

“Khong dau, ong Kidd! Chinh 6ng mdi 1a ké tri trad. Ong da gia
giong t6i dau chi mot 1an.”

TU cudi phong, Fee Spring ding day. “Tat ca quy vi phai tin 151
6ng Poirot,” cd noi. “Ong ay dang ndi su that, dung vay! Toi da
nghe Samuel Kidd nhai giong 6ng Poirot. Néu nham mat toi s&
lam tudng 13 ong ay.”

“samuel Kidd khong chi tri tra vdi giong ndi,” Poirot ndi. “Lan



dau tién tdi gap Ong ta, 6ng ta thé hién nhu mot ngudi cé tri tué
dwdi mitc trung binh véi bé ngoai nhéch nhdc: 4o cia 6ng ta day
vét ban va mat cdc. Con bd riu cao dd nita ch: 6ng ta chi cao
mot mang nhd trén mat. Ong Kidd, 1am on cho moi ngudi & day
biét tai sao mdi lan dau ching ta gadp mat nhau ma ong lai
cuong diéu dén thé trong viéc 1am cho minh tréong nhéch nhac.”

Samuel Kidd nhin dam dam phia trudc, khong noi gi ca. Cap
mat day cam han.

“T6t 1Am, néu 6ng khong chiu ndi thi téi dinh phai tu giai
thich vay. Ong Kidd bi xuwdc & ma khi tréo xuéng ngon cay bén
ngoai ctra s6 phong 238, tic phong cua Richard Negus. V&t xudc
trén mat mot ngudi dan 6ng An mac tuom tat cb thé gy chu v
va khién nay sinh nhitng ciu hoi, ding khong nhi? Mot nguoi
chin chu bé ngoai thi chic chan khong d€ dao cao gay ra mot vét
xudc kho coi trén khudén mat. Ong Kidd khong mudn t6i nghi
theo huéng d4. Ong 4y khong mudn tdi thadc mac cd phai mdi
day 6ng ta da tréo ra tir modt canh cira s6 mé& va leo cay xudng, vi
vay Ong ta tao ra mot bd dang 16i thoi, 1éch théch. Ong ta dan xép
dé trong gidng loai ngudi hiu dau dén muirc thudng xuyén bi dao
pham khi cao rau, va roi, dé tranh nhiéu vét pham hon nita, da
di loanh quanh véi khuén mat nira cao nira khong! Mot ngudi
blra phtta nhu vy di nhién phai st dung dao cao mot cach cau
tha va gay ra thuong tich - d6 1a diéu ma 6ng ta mudn Poirot tbi
tin, va dé la diéu ma thoat diu Poirot da tin.”

“Khoan da ndo, 6ng Poirot,” toi ndi. “Néu 6ng ndi Samuel Kidd
tréo xudng tir cta sd phong Richard Negus thi...”



giét. Ong ta chi hd tro ké giét Richard Negus. Con ké d6 12 ai thi...
tdi chura thé ndi tén cho anh biét.” Poirot mim cudi.

“Ong chua noéi,” toi gay gat néi. “cling chua cho t6i biét ba
ngudi trong phong 317 vao ldc Rafal Bobak mang bita tra chiéu
dén 1a ai. Ong chi ndi ltc d6 ca ba nan nhan déu da chét...”

“Dung vay. Mot trong ba ngudi trong phong 317 vao 1ic 7 gio 15
la Ida Gransbury. C6 nay da chét nhung dugc dung ngoi trén ghé
gidng nhu con sdng, 1am sao dé ngudi ta khong nhin thiy mat.
Nguoi thir hai 1a Samuel Kidd trong vai Richard Negus.”

“Vang, t6i cling doan thé, nhung con ngudi th ba 1a ai?” Toi
hoi kha tdo ton. “Ai 1a ngudi phu nit sim vai Harriet Sippel, budén
chuyén mot cich ha hé vi han hoc? Khong thé 12 Jennie Hobbs
duge. Nhu 6ng d3 néi, Jennie ldc d6 han dang trén dudng dén
quan ca phé Pleasant roi.”

“A, vang, ngudi phu nit budn chuyén mot cdch han hoc,”
Poirot ndi. “Pé tdi ndi cho anh biét, ban tdi a. Ngudi phu nit d6 1a
Nancy Ducane.”

Tiéng la hét tran nglp can phong.

“0, khong, 6ng Poirot,” Luca Lazzari thét 1én. “Signora Ducane
la mot trong nhitng hoa si tai ndng nhat nudc. Ba ay con la
ngudi ban trung tin nhat cta khach san nay. Han 13 dng 1Am
roil”

T6i nhin Nancy Ducane. Ba van dang ngdi dé, vé nhan nhuc,
khong choi cdi gi ca. Hoa sT lrng danh Nancy Ducane thong dong



vdi Samuel Kidd, vi hén phu ci ctia Jennie Hobbs? Tdi chwa bao
gi’ boi roi nhu thé trong doi. Tat cd nhitng diéu nay 13 thé nao?

“Catchpool, tdi chang dad tirng néi v4i anh rang ba Ducane
hém nay quan khan quang che mat vi khong mudn bi nhan ra
d6 sao? Anh thi mac dinh y t6i 1a ‘khong muon bi nhin ra ba ay
12 mdt hoa si chin dung ndi tiéng’. Khdng phai! B iy khong
muon bi Rafal Bobak nhan ra ba ta chinh la Harriet ma dng ta
thay trong phong 317 vao dém an mang! Ba Ducane, xin ba lam
on di*ng day va gd khan quang ra.”

Nancy lam theo.

“Ong Bobak, day c6 phai 1a ngudi phu nit 6ng da thiy?”

“Vang, thuwa ong Poirot. bung la ba ta.”

Am thanh dé nho thdi, nhung van nghe rd mon mot: tiéng
khong khi hit vao phoi va dugc luu gift 1ai d5. Am thanh dé ngap
tran can phong 1&n.

“Ong dd khdéng nhan ra hoa si chin dung noéi tiéng Nancy
Ducane?”

“Khong thua 6ng, toi mu tit vé nghé thuit va Idc dé t6i chi
nhin nghiéng dugc ba ta thoi. Ba ta quay dau lai phia t6i.”

“Chac chan ba ta di 1am thé, phong khi 6ng 14 ngudi yéu nghé
thuat va xac dinh dugc danh tinh ba ay thi sao.”

“Tuy nhién hom nay to6i d3 nhan ra ba ta ngay khi ba ta budc
vao - ba ta va 6ng Kidd. Toi da co bdo vdi dng, thua dng, nhung
ong khong cho phép t6i nodi.”

“Pung, va cd Thomas Brignell cling c6 bio cho t6i rang 6ng ta



da nhan ra Samuel Kidd,” Poirot ndi.

“Hai trong ba ngudi toi tudng da bi giét hoa ra van song khoe
va budc vao phong nay!” Qua giong néi cé thé thiy Rafal Bobak
van chua hoi phuc sau cu sdc.

“Con chirng ¢ ngoai pham ctia Nancy Ducane do ngai Wallace
va phu nhan cung cap thi sao?” T6i hoi Poirot.

“Ti e rang né khong that,” Nancy ndi. “Pé 1a 10i clia tdi. Xin
lam on dung trach ho. Ho 13 nhitng ngudi ban than thiét va ho
chi c6 gitip t6i thoi. Ca St. John 14n Louisa déu khong biét t6i da &
khdach san Bloxham vio dém 4n mang. T6i da thé vdi ho rang toi
khong & do, va ho da tin t6i. Lad nhitng nguoi ban tot va diing
cam, ho khong muon thay tdi bi quy cho ba 4n mang ma toi
khong phai 14 tht pham. Ong Poirot, tdi tin 6ng hiéu moi
chuyén, vi vy 6ng phai biét rang t6i khong giét ai ca.”

“Khai man vdi canh sat trong mot cudc diéu tra dn mang
khong phai 1 diing cAm dau, thua ba. bé 1a viéc 1am khong thé
bao chita dugc. Phu nhan wallace, khi roi khoéi nha ba, toi da
biét ba ndi doi!”

“Sao 6ng dam an noi vdi v toéi nhuw thé?” St. John Wallace
quat 1én.

“Toi xin 16i néu su that khong phai 1a s@ thich cia ngai, ngai
Wallace.”

“Lam cach nao dng biét diéu dd, 6ng Poirot?” ba Wallace hoi.

“Ba cd mot nguoi gitp viéc mdi: Dorcas. CO ta cd mat & day
hom nay chi vi toi da yéu ciu ba dem c0 ta theo. C6 ta rat quan
trong trong cAu chuyén ndy. B ndi véi téi rang Dorcas mdi gitip



viéc cho ba vai ngay, va t6i cling thay co ta c6 doi chut vung vé.
Co ta bung cho tdi tach ca phé va danh d6 gan hét. May thay, van
con chut it, du cho t6i nham nhap. va toi da 14p tc nhan ra dé
13 ca phé ctia quan Pleasant. Ca phé cia ho khong nham lan vao
dau dugc, khong noi nao khac cd ca phé gidong vay.”

“O!” Fee Spring thot 1én.

“pung vy, thua cd. bidu dé da tac dong siu sic 1én tAm tri toi:
1ap tic, toi ghép ndi dugc nhiéu diéu, giong nhu cdc manh ghép
chot khdp lai vdi nhau. Ca phé manh rat c6 ich cho tri ndo.”

Poirot chAm choc nhin Fee Spring. C6 biu modi khong tan
thanh.

“co gitp viéc kha hau dau 4y 1a ngudi mdi. Xin 16i cd, cd
Dorcas, tdi tin chic rang cd sé tién bo, chi cAn thém thoi gian.
T6i ghép su kién nay vdi quan ca phé Pleasant va no cho t6i mot
y twdng: néu nhu Jennie Hobbs 1a ngudi gitp viéc cii cia Louisa
Wallace thi sao? Qua cac cd phuc vu & Pleasant, toi biét Jennie
thudng dén quan dé mua do cho chi, mot phu nhan thudc ting
16p thuong Iuru. Jennie goi ba nay 1a ‘Lénh ba’. C6 thu vi khdong
néu nhu, cho dén cach day chi vai ngay, Jennie Hobbs van con
lam viéc cho ngudi phu ni cung cap chitng c ngoai pham cho
Nancy Ducane? Mot su trung hop la ky — hodc 1a khong hé trung
hop gi ca. Thoat diu, suy nghi cta t6i vé viéc ndy di men theo
mot con dudng sai. TO6i nghi: Nancy Ducane va Louisa Wallace 1a
ban bé, va ho thdng ddng nhau dé giét Jennie.”

“Y tudng gi la thé!” Louisa Wallace ndi.

“Mot s doi tra ghé tdm!” ngai Wallace phu hoa theo.



“Khong phai 13 doéi tra, pas du tout. La mot sai lAm thoi.

Jennie, nhu ching ta déu thay, nao cd chét dau. Tuy nhién, toi
da khong sai lam khi tin rang co ta 13 ngudi gitp viéc trong nha
cia St. John va Louisa Wallace, mdi vira dugc thé chd bdi co
Dorcas. Sau khi néi chuyén vdi toi @ Pleasant vao dém an mang,
Jennie phai nhanh chéng r&i khéi nha vg chong Wallace. Co ta
biét tdi s@ sém dén dé dé 14y 101 xac nhan cho chitng cf ngoai
pham ctia Nancy Ducane. Néu tdi phat hién c6 ta ¢ dd, lam viéc
cho nguoi phu nit cung cap chitng c ngoai pham, toi s& 1ap tic
nghi ngd. Catchpool, ndi t6i biét di — ndi cho moi ngudi biét - cu
thé thi tdi s& nghi ngd gi?”

T6i hit vdo mot hai siu, cAu cho minh dirng phat biéu trat
tria. “Ong s nghi ngd Jennie Hobbs va Nancy Ducane ciu két véi
nhau dé lira d6i ching ta.”
thinh gia, ong ndi: “Sau khi ném mén ca phé va ngdm ra moi
lién két v4i quan Pleasant, tdi dd xem mot birc tranh ma St. John
Wallace vé tang vo ong nhan ky niém ngay cuéi. bé 1a mot birc
tranh mau xanh bim bip. N6 ghi ngay bon thang 8 ndm ngoai, va
phu nhan Wallace d3 giai thich vé y nghia cia ngay dd. Chinh
Itic A6 ma Poirot nay da nhan ra mot diéu: birc chan dung Nancy
Ducane vé Louisa Wallace ma 6ng ta mdi vira xem vai phut
trudc... nd khong ghi ngay. La ngudi yéu mén nghé thuat, toi da
tirng tham quan vo s6 nhitng cudc trién 13m tai London. Téi tirng
nhiéu 1An xem cac tdc pham cta ba Ducane. Tranh ctia ba ay
ludn ludn cé ghi ngdy & géc dudi, bén phai cing dong chif tat ho



tén: NAED.”

“Ong cham chd hon hiu hét nhitng ngudi xem trién 1am,”
Nancy noi.

“Hercule Poirot luén cham chi - moi th&. Thua ba, t6i tin
rang bitc chan dung Louisa Wallace da tirng dugc ba ghi ngly,
cho dén khi ba xda né di. Tai sao viy? Vi né khong phai 13 tranh
md&i v&. BA can tdi tin rang ba giao tranh cho phu nhan wallace
vao dém an mang va vi vay phai 1a mot birc chan dung vira hoan
tat. TOi tuw hoi tai sao ba khong vé 1én mot ngay thang ndm mdi,
mot ngay thdng nadm gid? CAu tra 1di qua hién hién: néu cdc tac
phiam clia ba ton tai hang trdm nim, va néu cic nha viét s
nghé thuat quan tam dén chung - va chic chan ho quan tAm -
ba khong muoén lam lac huéng nhitng ngudi quan tdm dén cac
tidc pham cua ba. Khong, nhitng ngudi duy nhat b mudn lam
lac hudng 1a Hercule Poirot va canh sat!”

Nancy Ducane khé nghiéng nghiéng diu. Bang mot giong
tram tw, ba néi: “Ong sau sac qud, dng Poirot. Ong thuc sy hiéu,
dang khong ong?”

“Oui, madame. T6i hiéu rang ba d3 tim viéc cho Jennie Hobbs

bang cach gwi cd ta dén ngudi ban Louisa Wallace ctia ba - dé
gitip Jennie 1dc c6 ta chdn wét chan rdo dén London va can cd
viéc 1am. T6i hiéu rang Jennie chua bao gid tham gia vao bat ct
ké hoach ndo nham d6 vay toi cho ba maic du co ta dé cho
Richard Negus tin rang cd ta tham gia. That ra, thuwa quy vi,
Jennie Hobbs va Nancy Ducane di 13 ban be va dong minh cta
nhau tir khi cd hai cung song & Great Holling. Hai ngu0i phu nit



cung yéu Patrick Ive v0 diéu kién va bat chap moi ly 1&é d3 1ap ra
mot ké hoach tinh quai, khéo dén mirc suyt nita da Iira dugc
Hercule Poirot nay, nhung cudi ciing thi van khong dal”

“DOi tra, tat ca la doi tra!” Jennie bat khdc.

Nancy khong néi nang gi.

Poirot ndi: “Chuiing ta hay trd lai cai lic ¢ nha ngai wallace va
phu nhan. Téi d3 xem rat k§ va rat 1au bic chan dung Louisa
Wallace do Nancy Ducane v&. Trén tranh cé moét bd &m chén
mau xanh. Khi t6i di qua di lai trong phong dé nhin ngdm né
qua nhitng luéng sang khac nhau, mau xanh ctia bd dm chén
van 1a mot khoi mau ran chic, tAm thuong, khong cé gi dang
chtl y. Moi mau khéc trén vai bat déu hoi ddi theo dnh sang khi
t6i budc quanh. Nancy Ducane la mot hoa si 1o luyén. Ba ay la
mot thién tai trong Iinh vite mau sic - chi trir khi ba dy voi, khi
ba 4y khong nghi vé nghé thuit nita ma chi nghi lam sao bao vé
minh va c6 ban Jennie Hobbs cia minh. P& che gidu thdng tin,
Nancy son nhanh mau xanh 1én bd 4m chén von trudc dé khong
phai 12 mau xanh. Tai sao ba 4y lam nhu vay?”

“pé& che ngdy thang né dudc viét?” toi goi v.
thi luén ghi ngay & goc phai bén dudi,” Poirot ndi. “Phu nhan
Wwallace, ba d3 khong ngd t6i xin dugc tham quan khap nha tir
tang trét dén tdng mai. Ba nghi toi s€ hai long ra vé sau khi
ching ta trao ddi xong va khi t6i xem xong chin dung cia ba do
Nancy Ducane v&. Nhung t6i thi lai mu6n kiém tra xem, liéu cé
tim duoc bd Am chén xanh trong bic chidn dung hay khong, cai



bd Am chén d3 duoc son mot cach kém tinh té so véi tat ca cac
chi tiét con lai. va t6i da tim ra nd! Phu nhan Wallace cé vé boi
roi vi néd mat tich, nhung su boi rdi ctia ba ay 1a gid vo. Trong
moOt phong ngd trén gac, ¢ mot bd Am chén mau trang in huy
hiéu bén trén. T6i nghi day cd 18 1a b0 am chén trong birc hoa,
tuy né khong phai 18 mau xanh. C6 Dorcas, phu nhan Wallace
néi véi tdi rang ¢6 han da 1am v hay trdm di bd 4m chén d4.”

”»
!

“To1 khong cd!” Dorcas Am e noi. “Tdi chua tirng thay bd Am

chén xanh nao trong nha.”

“B0i vi, cd gdi tré a, nd chua bao gi® ton tai ca!” Poirot nodi. “Toi
tw hoi tai sao Nancy Ducane lai dé 16p son xanh 1én bd &m chén
mau trang? Ba 4y mudn che gidu th® gi vay? Tdi két ludn, chic
chan d6 13 cai huy hiéu. Huy hiéu khong thuan tdy 1 dé trang
tri. PAi ltic né gan vdi gia tdc, d6i 14c nd gan véi nhitng trudng
hoc noi tiéng.”

“Truong Saviour, thudc Pai hoc Cambridge,” toi thot 1én trudc
khi kip ngdn minh. T6i nhd lai, ngay trudc khi Poirot va toi roi
London dé dén Great Holling, Stanley Beer d& cé nhic dén mot
huy hiéu nao do.

“Oui, Catchpool. Sau khi ro6i nha ngai Wallace va phu nhan, toi
da v& lai chiéc huy hiéu dé khdi quén. Toi chang phai 13 hoa si,
nhung cling vé kha chinh xac. T6i nh¢ vién doi Stanley Beer tim
hiéu xem huy hiéu dé dén tir dau. Nhu tat ca quy vi dd nghe 6ng
ban Catchpool cia tdi néi, huy hiéu trén bd 4m chén trang tai
nha ngai Wallace va phu nhan 13 huy hiéu trudng Saviour,
Cambridge, ndi Jennie Hobbs tirng 1a nguGi giip viéc cho muc su



Patrick Ive. CO Hobbs, b0 &m chén dd 1a qua chia tay ma c6 duogc
tang khi roi Saviour dén Great Holling cung Patrick va Frances
Ive, ding khong? ROi khi chuyén dén & nha ngai wWallace va phu
nhan, c6 dd mang nd theo. Khi rdi ngdi nha dé trong voi va dé
dén tron tai nha 6ng Kidd, c6 dd khong mang no theo. C6 khong
cé tinh than diu dé nghi dén nhitng th nhé nhat dé. Toi tin
rang, dén lic d4, Louisa Wallace d3 chuyén bd &m chén tir khu
vuc danh cho gia nhdn ma cd ting chiém gilt sang phong nga
cho khdch, noi nd ¢ thé dugc chiém ngudng bdi nhitng ngudi
khac ma ba &y mudn tao an tuong.”

Jennie khong tra 16i. Khuén mat cd do dan va vo cam.

“Nancy Ducane khéng mudn cé mot chit rai ro nao,” Poirot
néi tiép. “Bd Ay biét rang, sau cdc an mang & khach san,
Catchpool va t6i sé dat ra nhiéu ciu héi & lang Great Holling.
Piéu gi sé xdy ra néu Ong cu say xin Walter Stoakley, cuu hiéu
trudng trudng Saviour, nhac ching tdi rang 6ng da ting ting
Jennie Hobbs mdt bd 4m chén cé in huy hiéu dé lam qua chia
tay? Néu chung t6i thay huy hiéu trén bic chan dung vé phu
nhAan Louisa Wallace, chting tdi cé thé phat hién ra moi lién hé
v(i Jennie Hobbs ro6i 1an ra tiép moi quan hé gitta Nancy Ducane
va Jennie Hobbs, von khong phai 1a thu dich va ghen tuéng nhw
ca hai ngudi phu nit nay néi, ma 13 mot méi quan hé bang hitu
va thong dong. Ba Ducane khong chap nhéan rdi ro bi nghi ng¢
chi vi cai huy hiéu trén bic chan dung, cho nén bd Am chén
trang dd duwgc son 1én mau xanh... mdt cich voi va va khong
may nghé thuét.”



“Khong phai tic phAm ndo cta ngudi ta cling déu 1a tét nhat,
ong Poirot a,” Nancy noi.

T6i s¢ hai khi nghe ba 4y van ndi nang hop ly, mot ké tirng
thong dong giét ba con ngudi ma van lich thiép va ly 1€ dén vay.

“Ngai dong v vdi ba Ducane ch®, ngai Wallace?” Poirot hoi.
“Ngai cling 12 mdt hoa si, mac du theo trudng phai rat khac.
Thua quy vi, St. John Wallace 1a mdt hoa si vé thuc vat. Khi tham
nha ngai, t6i dd xem cic tdc phim clia ngai trong tirng can
phong. Phu nhan Louisa da rat t&r t& khi gidi thiéu cho t6i khap
xung quanh. Ba 4y con rat rong luong khi cung cap ching c
ngoai pham gid cho Nancy Ducane. Phu nhan Louisa, quy vi thay
day, 13 mot phu nit t6t bung. Long tot ctia ba ay thudc vao loai
nguy hiém nhét: do & qua xa cai 4&c ma ba khéng nhan ra né, du
nd cd sO sO trwdc mat! Phu nhan Wallace tin vao su vo tdi cla
Nancy Ducane va da cung cip ching c* ngoai pham dé che chd®
ban minh. A, Nancy tai ning, dé mén, ba ay vd cung thuyét
phuc! Ba 4y da thuyét phuc St. John Wallace rang ba dang hdo
httc mu6n th nghiém thé loai hoi hoa clia ngai. Ngai Wallace cé
quan hé tat va cd tiéng tadm, vi vay cling dé sadm nhitng loai cay
ma ngai cAn dé v& voi. Nancy Ducane nhd ngdi mua gium vai
cay san, loai cAy ma tir d chat cyanide duoc chiét ral”

“Lam thé quai nao ong biét dugc diéu dd?” St. John Wallace
sirng sot hoi.

“Poan cau may thoi ma, thwa ngai. Nancy Ducane ndi vdi ngai
rang ba Ay mudn mua cac cay nay cho muc dich nghé thuét cta
ba 3y, ding khong a? vVa ngai da tin.” Poirot ndi tiép vdi dam



ngudi dang ha héc: “su that 1a ca ngai wallace 1an vo clia ngai
dy déu khong thé tin noi ngudi ban tét xua nay cda ho lai cd thé
giét ngudi. Piéu do sé anh hudng rat xau dén ho. bia vi x3 hoi -
th hinh dung xem! Ngay ldc nay day, khi moi diéu t6i ndi déu
khép hoan toan vdi nhitng diéu ma ho biét 13 dung, St. John va
Louisa Wallace van tu nhut rang l3o tham t@ 1i lom dén tr Luc
dia nay duat khodt 1a sai. b6 chinh 1a su ngoan c0 cta con ngudi,
dac biét khi dd 1a nhitng idées fixes ctia gidi thugng luu!”

“Ong Poirot, t6i khdng giét ai cd,” Nancy Ducane nodi. “T6i biét
rang ong biét tdi ndi that. Xin 6ng, hdy ndi rd cho moi ngudi
trong phong nay rang t6i khong phai 13 ké giét ngudi.”

“T6i khong thé, thua ba. Je suis désolé. B4 khong dich than bd
doc, nhung ba da &m muu 1y di ba mang nguoi.”

“Phai, nhung dd chi vi téi mudn ciu nhitng mang khac,”
Nancy bttc xtic néi. “Tdi chang cé tdi gi cal Lai day, Jennie, ching
ta hay ké lai cAu chuyén that cta ching ta di. Khi nghe xong,
ong ta s& phai thira nhan ching ta bat budc phai lam vay dé citu
mang song cta chinh minh.”

can phong im phang phic. Moi ngudi déu ngdi im. T6i khdng
nghi Jennie sip di chuyén, nhung réi, chAm chim, c6 ta ding
day. Nam chit chiéc tdi phia trudc bang ca hai tay, cd ta bang
qua phong, tién dén chd Nancy.

“Mang séng cua chung ta khong dang cttu,” co ta ndi.

“Jennie!” Sam Kidd hét 1én r6i ca 6ng ta cling bat day khoi gheé,
tién dén cho co ta.

Khi nhin 6ng ta, t6i c6 cai cAm giac ky la rang thoi gian dang



cham lai. Tai sao Sam Kidd lai chay? Mdi nguy la gi? R3 rang ong
ta nghi c6 moi nguy. Mac di khong hiéu vi sao, trai tim toi bat
dau dap nhanh va manh. biéu gi d6 khing khiép sip dién ra. Toi
cling co gio chay vé phia Jennie.

CO ta m@ tui ra. “Chi muodn doan tu vdi Patrick dung khéng?”
0 ta ndi véi Nancy. Toi nhan ra giong cd, nhung dong thoi cling
chang phai giong cd. b6 12 Am thanh ciia béng téi trién mién
dugc ¢ dac lai thanh 16i. Toi hy vong dirng bao gid nghe lai thit
aAm thanh dé chirng nao toi con séng.

Poirot cling bat dau di chuyén, nhung ca hai ching t6i déu
dang & qua xa. “Ong Poirot!” toi goi. “Ai dé ngan c6 ta lai di!” T6i
thay kim loai va 4nh sang nhay mua. Hai nguoi dan 6ng ngoi &
ban gin Nancy bat day, nhung ho di khong di chuyén kip.
“Khong!” Téi la 1én. €6 mot chuyén ddng nhanh - canh tay cta
Jennie - r6i mau x0i xa tudn ra tlr vay cia Nancy chdy xudng
san. Nancy do xudng dat. Pau dé & cudi phong, mot ngudi phu
nit hét Ién.

Poirot dd ngirng di chuyén. Gi day 6ng d@ng im nhu phdng.

Samuel Kidd dén chd Nancy trudc toi. “Ba dy chét rdi,” dng ta
ndi khi nhin xuéng thi thé ba trén san.

“Pung vay, ba ay da chét,” Jennie ndi. “Em d3 dam vao tim ba
ay. Trung ngay tim.”



CHUONG 25
NEU AN MANG: BAT DU BANG VAN D

Ngay hom do tdi da biét rang toi khong so cai chét. Pé chi 1a mot
trang thai khong con nang luong, khong con sic Iuc. Trong cong
viéc ctia minh, t6i dd thiy nhiéu thi thé ngudi chét, va viéc dé
chua bao gi¢ lam phién t6i qua mc. Khong, diéu 1am tdi so hai
hon ca 1a su ké can vdi cai chét: Am thanh giong noi cia Jennie
Hobbs khi c6 ta bi hut vao ndi khat khao mudn giét, cai trang
thai tinh than cta ké st nhan, bang tinh todn lanh lung, da dit
ba chiéc khuy ming-xét cé khac chit vio miéng cic nan nhan
roi day cong diat ho nam xudng: dudi doi chan, dudi cac ngén
tay, dat nhitng ban tay khong sttc séng up xuéng san.

“cam tay 6ng di, Edward.”

Lam sao ngudi song cé thé cAm tay ngudi chét ma khong sg
chinh minh cing bi 16i vao cai chét?

Gid nhu t6i cd quyén niang thi sé khong con ai phai dinh dap
dén ngudi chét, trong lic con dang song. T6i thira nhan dod chi la
mot hy vong khong hién thurc.

Sau khi Jennie Hobbs ddm Nancy, tdi khong mudn & gan cb ta



nita. T6i khong thém thac mac vi sao cd ta lai 1am vAy. Toi chi
mudn vé nha, ngdi bén 10 sudi réo rat ctia Blanche Unsworth,
tinh todn 0 chi¥ chia t6i va quén di cdi ky an & khach san
Bloxham hay ky 4n dong chit tat gi d6, mudn goi sao thi tly.

Tuy vay, Poirot lai ¢é du su hiéu ky cho ca hai ching t6i, ma y
chi 6ng lai manh mé& hon y chi t6i. Ong budc t6i phai & lai. Pay la
vu an cha tbi, 6ng nodi, téi phai gut nd lai cho gon gang. Ong l1am
mot ddng tac tay thé hién su gdi ghém chi ly, c@ nhu thé viéc
diéu tra 4n mang cling giong nhu déng mdt goéi hang vay.

Cho nén, nhiéu gi¢ sau, Poirot va téi d3 ngdi trong mot can
phong hep vudng vic tai Scotland Yard, vdi Jennie Hobbs ngoi
d6i dién & phia bén kia ban. Ssamuel Kidd ciing da bi bat giit va
dang dugc Stanley Beer 14y cung. T6i san sang doi bat ky thi gi
dé dugc xtr Iy Kidd thay vi Jennie Hobbs. Han chac chan 14 mot
ké lira ddo, mot tén vo lai, nhung trong giong néi cia han toi
chua tirng nghe thay tat di niém hy vong.

Nhan nodi vé giong, t6i dd ngac nhién trudc su hién hoa cua
Poirot khi 6ng ndi: “Tai sao c6 lam vay, thwa cd? Tai sao lai giét
Nancy Ducane khi c6 va ba iy 1a ban bé va dong minh tir suot
bao lau nay?”

“Nancy va Patrick 1a mdt cdp tinh nhan theo ding nghia tirng
tlr. T6i khong biét didu dd cho dén khi nghe ba 4y ké hdm nay.
TOi luén nghi ba ay giong nhu t6i: ca hai déu cung yéu Patrick,
cung biét khong thé séng v4i anh 4y nhu vg chdng - chua tirng
thAn mat nhu thé véi anh. Sudt nhitng ndm d4, toi da tin rang
tinh yéu cta ho 13 trong tring, nhung dé 13 sw ddi trd. Néu



Nancy thuc su yéu Patrick, ba 4y khong thé bién anh 4y thanh
ké ta dAm va 1am van duc dao ditc cia anh 4y.” Jennie quét nudc
mat. “Toi tin rang toi da cho ba 4y mdt 4n hué. Ong d3 nghe ba
4y thé hién mong mudn doan tu vdi Patrick roi day. T6i da gidp
ba 4y toai nguyén, dung khong 6ng?”

“Catchpool,” Poirot ndi. “Anh con nhé luc ta tim thiy mau
trong phong 402 & khach san Bloxham cht? To6i cé ndi vdi anh
rang dd khong kip citu cd Jennie.”

“vang.”

“Anh tudng toi ngu v co ta da chét, nhung anh da hiéu 1am téi.
Anh thay day, ngay tur luc dé t6i da biét khoéng con gidp Jennie
duogc nita roi. €O ta dd 1am cho moi viéc trd nén qua kinh khuing,
khién c0 ta khé tranh duoc ci chét. bé 1a vy t6i mudn ndi.”

“pang nao cling thé, t6i dad chét ké tir khi Patrick tir tran,”
Jennie ndi véi Am diéu ctia su vO vong bat tan.

Toi biét chi cd mdt con dudng dé vuot qua thir thach nay, va
dd 1a tp trung toan bd su chud y vao cac cau héi logic. Poirot da
gidi quyét dugc bai todn dd chua? Hinh nhu 6ng di nghi 13 roi,
nhung tdi thi van ti mu trong béng t6i. Vi du, ai 1a ngudi da giét
Harriet Sippel, Ida Gransbury va Richard Negus? Tai sao lai lam
vay? TOi dat cac cau hoi nay cho Poirot.

“A,” 6ng mim cudi triu mén, nhw thé tdi vira nhac 6ng mot
chuyén cu0i ma chung t6i tirng chia sé. “T6i thay su khé x& ctia
anh, mon ami. Anh nghe Poirot t6i hung bién dai dong va roi, chi
vai phut trude két ludn, mot &n mang khac da 1am gian doan, va
anh chwa nghe dugc nhitng gidi ddp ma anh chd doi.



Dommage.”

6ng di,” t6i 16n tiéng noi.

“Rat don gidn. Jennie Hobbs va Nancy Ducane, vdi su trg giup
cla Samuel Kidd, d3 thong dong dé giét Harriet Sippel, Ida
Gransbury va Richard Negus. Tuy nhién, trong khi hop tac vdi
Nancy, Jennie lai vo' tham gia vao mot &m muu hoan toan khac.
Co ta dé cho Richard Negus tin rang 6ng ta méi 13 ngudi co ta
thong dong.”

“Viéc do vdi toi khong co vé gi 1a ‘qua don gian’ ca,” toi noi.

“Nghe phuc tap mot cach bat thudng.”
Anh dang gap rac réi trong viéc hda gidi cic phién ban khac
nhau ctia cdu chuyén, nhung anh phai quén di tat ca nhitng gi
Jennie d3 noi vdi ching ta khi ching ta dén viéng c0 ta tai nha
Samuel Kidd. Hay truc né hoan toan ra khéi diu ctia anh di. N6
13 sy doi tra tir dAu dén cudi, mic du toi chic cling cé chira vai
yéu t0 xac thue. Nhitng 161 ndi doi tai tinh nhat luén nhu thé. Lat
nita day, Jennie sé ndi cho ching ta toan bd su that, khi ma gic
day cd 4y chang con gi dé mat. Nhung trudc hét, ban tdi a, toi
phai tang anh mot 10i khen ma anh rat xirng dang. Cudi cung thi
chinh 1a anh da gitp t6i nhin r6 moi sy nho ggi v cta anh &
nghia trang Nha tho Holly Saints.”

Poirot quay sang Jennie. Ong néi: “Loi néi doi ma cb nodi vdi
Harriet Sippel: rang Patrick Ive nhan tién gido dan dé doi 1ay
nhitng thong diép ctia ngudi than da khudt, rang Nancy Ducane



da viéng tham oOng 4y tai nha muc vu ciing vi 1y do dé - mudn
giao tiép vdi william, nguoi chong qua cd cda ba ay... A, da bao
nhiéu 1an Poirot nay nghe ké& vé 10i ndi doi khting khiép va doc
dia d6? Nhiéu 1an, rat nhiéu 1an. C6 Hobbs, hom vira r6i chinh c6
cling thira nhan vdi ching tdi rang cd da néi déi trong mot phut
yéu 1ong, do bi thuc day béi su ghen tudng. Nhung dé khong phai
1a su that!

“Khi ditng bén nAm mo bi xAm hai cda Patrick va Frances Ive,
6ng Catchpool da ndi vdi tbi: ‘Néu nhu Jennie Hobbs ndi doi vé
Patrick Ive khong phai dé hai 6ng y ma dé gitip 6ng ay thi sao?
Ong Catchpool d3 nhan ra y nghia cia mdt diéu ma toi tirng cho
13 hién nhién, khong thé tranh cii, va vi vy da khong xem xét
né: Tinh yéu say dam ctia Harriet Sippel danh cho &ng chéng
George qua cb cua ba ta, ngudi di chét bi tham khi con tré.
chang phai Poirot toi d3 duwoc ké Harriet yéu George nhuw thé ndo
hay sao? Rang cai chét cila George da bién Harriet tir mot phu nit
vui vé, nhiét tinh thanh con qudi vat cay nghiét va han thu hay
sao? That khé ma hinh dung mot sw mat mat khing khiép nhw
thé, hay hoai nhu thé, d&n muttc dap tat moi niém vui va hay diét
tat cd nhitng gi tot dep & mdt ngudi. Oui, bien sur, toi biét Harriet

Sippel da trai qua sy mat mat nhu thé. Toi biét chic diéu dé dén
muc t6i khong nghi vé nd nital

“Toi cling biét rang Jennie Hobbs yéu Patrick Ive dé&n muc b
cd vi hon phu Samuel Kidd dé duoc tiép tuc 1am ngudi gilp viée
cho vi muc st va vo ong. bd 1a mot su hy sinh rat 16n vi tinh: cho
di rat nhidu ma nhan lai chang bao nhiéu. Tuy viy cau chuyén



ma ca Jennie 1an Nancy ké lai vién 1y do ghen tudng dé giai thich
viéc dua ra 161 noi dbi khing khiép kia - ghen vdi tinh yéu cta
Patrick danh cho Nancy. Nhung diéu dé khong thé 13 that! Khong
khép! Ta phai tinh dén cac yéu t6 tAm ly chi* khong chi cac yéu
td vat ly. Jennie da khong lam gi dé trirng phat Patrick Ive vi cudc
hon nhan vdi Frances. C6 ta da bao dung chip nhan viéc 6ng
thudc vé ngudi phu nit khic. Co ta tiép tuc la ngudi gitp viéc
trung thanh ctia 6ng va da gitp 6ng va vg rat nhiéu ¢ nha muc
vu, doi lai ho cling rAt mén md cd. C& sao dot nhién sau nhiéu
nam phuc vu va xa than vi yéu, tinh yéu cua Patrick Ive danh
cho Nancy Ducane lai ddy Jennie dén chd vu khong 6ng, khdi
dau mot chudi cac s kién da hay diét 6ng? cau tra 1oi 1a didu dé
khong thé va di khong xay ra.

“Khong phai su bdt phat ctia ghen tudng hay tinh yéu bi kiém
ham qua 14au trong long di thuc day Jennie dua ra 16i néi doi.
Phai c6d mot ly do nao d6 hoan toan khdc. €6 da tirng co giup dd
ngudi cd yéu, dung khong, c6 Hobbs? Tham chi da co ctu 6ng ay.
Vira nghe xong cai gia thuyét thong minh ma 6ng ban Catchpool
clia toi dua ra, toi da biét dé 14 sy thit. N6 qua hién hién, va
Poirot nay imbecile qua nén khong thay dugc!”

Jennie nhin t6i. “Gia thuyét gi vay?” cd hoi.

T6i m@ miéng toan tra 10i, nhwng Poirot d3 nhanh hon toi.
“Khi Harriet Sippel néi véi cd rang ba ta thdy Nancy Ducane dén
nha muc vu vao ban dém, c6 1ap tuc lo sg. C6 da biét nhitng cudc
ho hen nay - 1am sao khong biét duoc khi cd song ngay & dé - va
c6 da lo 4u lam sao bao vé thanh danh ctia Patrick Ive. Cach nao



lam dugc diéu d6? Mot khi dd danh hoi thay cd tai tiéng, Harriet
Sippel s rdt hao hing vdi co hdi lam nhuc mat ngudi cd toi
trudc cong ching. Ngoai su that ra, 1am sao cd giai thich sy hién
dién ctla Nancy Ducane ¢ nha muc vu vao ban dém, khi ma
Frances Ive khong & d6? C6 chang mot cau chuyén nao khac qua
mat dugc ddm dong? Va roi, nhu thé mot phép la, vao lic hiu
nhu da hét hy vong, c6 chot nghi ra mot cach cd thé hitu hiéu. 6
quyét dinh st dung su cam do va hy vong gia tao dé loai bd mdi
de doa ti* Harriet.”

Jennie than thd nhin phia trudc. €6 khong néi ning gi.

“Harriet Sippel vd Nancy Ducane c6 mot diém chung vdi
nhau,” Poirot ndi ti€p. “Ho déu mat chong sau nhitng cai chét bi
thuong tir rat sém. C6 da néi véi Harriet rang, nhd su gitup d&
clia Patrick Ive, Nancy cd thé giao tiép véi ngudi chong qua cd
william Ducane, rang ché chuyén thu tién. D nhién, didu nay
phai gitt kin khong dé nha thd va dan lang biét dugc, va cd da goi
y Harriet rang, néu nhu b muon, Patrick cé thé gitip ba nhu da
gidp Nancy. Ba va George cd thé... ving, néu khong doan tu dugc
vdi nhau thi it nhat cling giao tiép dugc vdi nhau cach nao dé.
Noi toi biét di, Harriet d3 tra 10i ra sao trudc nhitng gi c6 ndi?”

Tiép theo 13 mot sy im 1ang kéo dai. ROi Jennie 1én tiéng: “Ba
ta nhé ca nudc dii, mudn diéu dé dién ra cang sém cang tot. Mat
bao nhiéu tién ba ta cling san sang, mién dugc trd chuyén véi
George lan nita. Khong thé tudng tugng noi ngudi dan ba dé yéu
chong nhu thé njo, 6ng Poirot a. Nhin khudn mat ba Idc tdi dang
noi... toi thay giong nhu mot phu nit d3 chét vira song lai. Toi da



co giai thich tat ca cho Patrick: rang dd cé rac réi nhung toi da
gidi quyét ém tham roi. Ong biét day, toi dd goi y cho Harriet ma
khong xin y kién anh dy trudc. Tu day long t6i van biét Patrick sé
khoéng bao gi¢ dong y, nhung lic dé téi da tuyét vong roi! Toi
khong dé cho anh 4y cé cd hdi ngin caAm t6i. Ong cé hiéu cho
khong?”

“Oui, mademoiselle.”

“Toi d3 hy vong s& thuyét phuc duoc anh iy dong y. Anh ay la
ngudi cé nguyén tic, nhung toi biét anh &y mudn che chd cho
Frances tranh nhitng tai tiéng, dong thoi bao vé Nancy, va do la
cach chic chan dé dam bao sy im ling clia Harriet. 6 13 cach
duy nhat. TAt cd nhitng gi Patrick phai lam 1a ndi vai 161 an i
Harriet, gia v& rang nhitng 101 d6 dén tir George Sippel. ThAm chi
anh 4y khong can phai nhan tién. Toi ndi tat ca nhitng diéu nay
vdi anh 4y, nhung anh 4y khong muodn nghe. Anh ay thay kinh
tém.”

“Ong 4y d3 hoan toan dung,” Poirot nhe nhang néi. “Lam on
noi tiép di.”

“Anh 4y bao 1am nhu t6i dé nghi 1a vo dao dirc va khong dang
hoang vdi Harriet. LAm nhu vay thi anh Ay chi t6 d6i mat véi su
sup d6 c4 nhan thim chi con sdm hon nita. Téi van xin anh ay
suy nghi lai. Cé hai gi ddu néu diéu dé chi lam cho Harriet sung
suwdng hon? Nhung Patrick d3 quyét tdAm. Anh 4y nho t6i trao cho
ba ta mot 14 thu ndi rang diéu ma tdi dé nghi khong thé nao dién
ra dugc. Anh ay din rat cu thé: ‘Jennie, ditng ndi rang co da ndi
doi, néu khong ba ay sé quay sang nghi ngd su that,” anh ay ndi



vay. Toi dwgc can din chi ndi véi Harriet rang ba ta s& khong thé
c6 dugc diéu ba ta muon.”

“Do ddé co khong ¢ Iva chon nao khac hon 1a ndéi vay vdi ba
ta?” toi ndi.

“Khong c6 lwa chon ndo.” Jenny bat dau khdc. “va tir cai ldc tdi
néi véi Harriet rang Patrick tir ch6i yéu ciu ciia ba ta, ba ta da coi
anh 4y nhu ké thil, vi bat ddu phat tan 181 ndi ddi cta toi ra
khap lang. Patrick cé thé tra diia, l1Am cho ba ta mat mat bang
cach cong bo viéc ba ta di hdo hitc muon s dung cai dich vu
khong lanh manh ctia anh va khi bi khuwéc tir thi méi goi do 1a
bang bd va vd dao, nhung anh ay khong thé 1am vay. Anh iy noéi
du Harriet ¢4 tdn cong anh hiém ddc bao nhiéu ching nita, anh
cling van khong boi nho ba ta. Mot ngudi dan 6ng that ngdc
nghéch! Anh 4y cd thé 1am ba ta cAm miéng trong nhay mat,
nhung lai qué cao thugng dé ma lam vay!”

“Cd phai dé 14 lic c6 dén gip Nancy Ducane dé xin 1oi
khuyén?” Poirot hoi.

“Phai. T6i nghi khong 1€ gi Patrick va tdi 1a nhitng ngudi duy
nhat phai buén phién. Nancy cling ¢ phan trong chuyén nay.
T6i hoi ba 4y liéu toi cd nén céng khai thi nhan minh ndi doi,
nhung ba ay khuyén tdi dirng 1am vAy. BA Ay ndi: ‘Toi s¢ rang
nhitng ric réi dang dén véi Patrick, cdch ndy hay cach khdc, va
c3 vdi t6i nita. Khdn ngoan nhat 14 c6 hiy rat ra phia sau va
khong néi gi ca, Jennie a. Pirng xa than lam gi. T6i khong tin cd
dt manh mé& dé d6i choi nhitng tro vu khdng cia Harriet dau.’ Ba
ay da danh giad thap toi. T6i thay buc tic, ong biét day. Qua thuc



tdi cAm thAy c6 phan nhu tan ndt vi qua lo 1ang cho Patrick, khi
Harriet quyét tAm huty diét anh, nhung t6i khong phai la ngudi
yéu dudi, ong Poirot a.”

“T01 biét c6 khong sg.”

“Khong sg dau. TOi nhu tdng thém sitc manh khi biét Harriet
Sippel - mu dan ba ghé tdm, dao duc gia dé — da chét. Ké giét ba
ta da tao phuc rat nhiéu cho thé gian nay.”

“Lién quan dén cau hoi vé danh tinh ké giét ngudi, thua co. Ai
giét Harriet Sippel vay? C6 nodi do 1a Ida Gransbury, nhung dé 1a
noi doi.”

“Toi dau can phai ndi vdi dng su that, ong Poirot, vi 6ng cling
biét rd dau thua kém gi t6i.”

“Thé thi toi phai xin cd chiéu cd cho Ong Catchpool dang
thuong day. Ong dy van chua biét dugc toan bd cau chuyén.”

“Ong ndi véi 6ng ta chang tot hon sao?” Jennie mim cudi, mot
nu cudi xa vang. Toi chot thay cd ta it hién hitu trong cin phong
hon so vdi cach day mdéi it 1au. CO ta da dua ban than minh di
Xa.

“Tres bien!” Poirot noi. “T6i sé& bat dau véi Harriet Sippel va Ida
Gransbury, hai ngudi phu nit citng nhic, qud tin tudng vio su
chinh truc ciia minh dén mitc mudn sém lua mot ngudi dan 6ng
tot vao ndm mo. Liéu ho cé dn nan sau cai chét cua ong ay?
Khong, thay vao dé ho con phan doi viéc chdén cat éng ay trong
dat nha tho. Liéu hai ngudi phu ni dd, sau nhiéu lan dugc
Richard Negus thuyét phuc, di trd nén 4n han vé cach ho doi x
vGi Patrick Ive? Khong, di nhién la khong. Ho ma an nan thi



nghe khéng hop ly. CO Jennie a, chinh tir chd dd trong cau
chuyén ctia c6 ma toi da biét c6 ndi doi.”

Jennie nhun vai. “Moi viéc déu cé thé ma,” c6 noi.
va Ida Gransbury khong doi nao dong y cai ké hoach hanh quyét
ma cd md ta cho t6i. Do d4, ho da bi giét hai. Chuyén viéc giét
nguwoi thanh mot dang tw sat do tiy nhiém 1a qua sirc thuan tién!
Cac ngudi da hy vong Poirot nay ndi 16ng cac té bao xam nho
nho mot khi 6ng ta nghe ndi tat cd nhitng ngudi chét déu tinh
nguyén chét. P 13 co hdi 16n dé ho chudc tdi! Qua 12 mdt ciu
chuyén dic sic va gidu tri twdng tuong, dang chuyén ma ta nghe
va mac dinh ngay 13 that, vi ai ¢ thé nghi ngoi va phat minh ra
mot su théu dét tinh vi dén c& d6?”

“pd 12 phao cttu sinh cua tdi, d€ st dung khi cAn dén,” Jennie
noi. “Toéi da hy vong 6ng khong 1an ra toi, nhung toi van sg ong
lam duoc.”

“Va néu tbi lam dugc, co trong dgi vao chirng ¢t ngoai pham
cua co tir 7 gid’ 15 dén 8 gi® 10, va Nancy Ducane ciing vay. Khi do,
c6 va Samuek Kidd sé& bi két 4n vé t0i gid hoa cho mot phu nit vo
t0i, chir khong phai 13 giét ngudi va thong dong dé giét ngudi.
Tinh todn do rat khon ngoan: c¢6 thi nhain sai pham ctia minh
dé tranh bi trirtng phat vi nhitng t6i 4c nghiém trong hon nhiéu.
Cac ké thul ctia c6 bi giét ma van khong ai bi treo c6 vi ching toi
tin vao ciu chuyén cda c6: Ida Gransbury giét Harriet Sippel, roi
Richard Negus giét Ida Gransbury va tu sat. Ké hoach clia cac
ngudi rat tai tinh, nhung khong tai tinh bang Hercule Poirot nay



dau!”

“Richard muodn chét,” Jennie gidn di ndi. “Ong ay khong bi
giét. Ong ay quyét tAm chét.”

“Phai,” Poirot noi. “P4d 1a cadi théat trong cai gid.”

“Toan b0 m& hon doén khiing khiép nay khong phai do 15i 6ng
ay. T6i sé khong giét ai cad néu nhu khong phai vi Richard.”

“Nhung cd da giét - giét nhiéu 1an. Mot 1an nita, chinh 13 6ng
Catchpool d3 gitip toi di ding dudng bang cach phat ra nhitng 15
ndi vu vao.”

“Nhitng 10i gi vay?” Jennies hoi.

“Ong 4y noéi: ‘Néu murder bat dau bang van D...”

Toi bdi rdi qua khi nghe Poirot ca tung suw dac luc cta tdi. Toi
khong hiéu bang cich ndo nhitng 1i vu vo 4y lai cd thé hé trong
dén vay.

Poirot van tiép tuc thao thao. “Sau khi nghe cau chuyén cta
cO, thua co, chtng toi roi nha Samuel Kidd va, di nhién, da thao
ludn vé nhitng gi c6 ké: cai ké hoach ma cd ndi da cung Richard
Negus dung 1én... C6 thé ndi d6 1a mot v tudng hap dan. C6 su
tinh vi trong dé, nhu nhitng quan domind 14t ngira vay, ngoai
trir, khi t6i suy nghi cin than, né hoan toan chang gidng vay vi
trinh tu 14t quan da bi thay d6i. Khdng phai D guc ngi roi dén C,
dén B, dén A. Thay vao dé B ha guc A, r6i C ha B... Nhung dé la
chuyén bén 18.”

Ong 4y ndi cai quai gi vay? Jennie cé vé ciing thic mac nhu
toi.



“A, t61 phai giai thich sdng stia hon,” Poirot néi. “pé hinh dung
rd rang hon trinh tu cac sy kién, thwa co, toi da dung cac chit cai
dé thay tén. K& hoach clia ¢d, nhu cd da ké tai nha cta Samuel
Kidd, 13 nhu sau: B giét A, C giét B, r06i D giét C. Sau dé D chd E bi
quy tdi va bi treo cd vi giét A, B va C, cudi cung thi D tu sat. CO
thay ddy, cd Hobbs, cd chinh 1a D trong cich sip xép ndy, theo
cau chuyén ma cd ké cho ching tdi?”

Jennie gat dau.
ngudi dam mé trd choi 6 chit, va lién quan dén thd tiéu khién
nay ma 6ng ta da nho téi nghi ra mot t¥ ¢ sdu chi mang y
nghia lién hé dén cai chét. Khong, 6ng Catchpool ndi, goi y cta
Poirot tdi s& chi dung dugc néu ‘murder’ bat dau bang van D. ft
1au sau t6i nhd lai 10i 6ng ta va suy ngam van vo trong dau: Néu
‘{an mang$murder) qud thuc bat dau bang van D thi sao nhi?
Piéu gi xay ra néu ngudi dau tién bi giét khong phai 13 Ida
Gransbury ma 13 c0, cd Hobbs? Theo thdi gian, suy ngdm nay
cing cap dan 1én, trd nén chic chan. T6i da hiéu vi sao phai 13 c6
giét Harriet Sippel. Ba ta va Ida Gransbury khong hé di cung
chuyén tau vdi nhau tir Great Holling va cling khong di cung xe
vé khach san Bloxham. Do d6, hai nguoi ho khong biét vé su
hién dién ctia nhau va khoéng hé cé ké hoach ndo dugc thong
nhat dé ngudi ndy giét ngudi no. B6 han phai 12 doi tra.”

“Thé sy that 13 gi?” t6i hdi kha duding dot.

“Harriet Sippel tin rang ba ta mot minh di dén London vi mot
ly do riéng. Ida Gransbury ciing thé. Jennie dd bat lién lac véi



Harriet va ndi cAn gip ba ta khan cip. bay 1a chuyén doi hoéi phai
tuyét mat. Jennie ndi v4i Harriet rang co6 da dang ky mot phong
& khach san Bloxham va d3 thanh todn trudc. CO6 ndi sé dén
khach san vao chiéu th® nam, khodng tr ba gi®0’ ruGi dén bon
gi®, dé ho xuc tién mot cdng viéc quan trong. Harriet chip thuan
16i moi cia Jennie vi Jennie da viét trong thw moi diéu gi dé ma
Harriet khong thé cudng duoc.

“CO dé nghi vdi ba ta diéu ma Patrick Ive di tir choi subt bao
nam veé trudc, n'est-ce pas, mademoiselle? Giao tiép vdi ngudi

chong qua cd mdt muc yéu thuong cua ba ta. Co ndi vdi ba ta
rang George Sippel mudn giao tiép vdi ba ta thong qua cd - ngudi
tirng cd giup 6ng lién lac véi ba mudi sdu nam vé trudc, nhung
that bai. Va mdt 1an nita, George dang mudn dung c6 lam mot
kénh dé gui thong diép dén ngudi vo thuong yéu cia dng ta. Ong
ta dd ndi vdi co tir thé gidi bén kial O, t6i tin chac c6 da trinh bay
cuc ky thuyét phuc! Harriet khong cé khd ndng cudng lai. Ba ta
tin vi ba ta qua néng nhiét mong viéc dé thanh hién thuc. b3 1au
1am 10i, c6 tirng ndi dbi ba ta vé viéc linh hdn ngudi thuong da
khuAt cd thé lién lac véi ngudi sdng. Ba ta da tin vao ldc dd, va
dén nay van chua bao gid ngirng tin.”

“Ong tai 1dm, dng Poirot,” Jennie ndi. “Qua 14 danh bat hu
truyén.”

“Catchpool, ndi tdi nghe xem: gi¢ thi anh d3 hiéu ra chua cau
chuyén ngudi phu nit 16n tudi say mé ngudi dan 6ng tré dén
mutc cé thé 12 con ctia ba ta? Nhitng nhin vit di 4&m anh anh
nhiéu dén thé va di dugc nhac dén trong cudc budn chuyén giita



Nancy Ducane va Samuel Kidd tai phong 317?”
“Lam gi dén ndi Am anh. Nhung, khong, t6i chua hiéu.”

“Chtng ta hay nhd lai précisément xem Rafal Bobak da ndi gi

vOi chung ta. Ong ta nghe Nancy Ducane, trong vai Harriet
Sippel, noi: ‘Ba ta chang con 12 ngudi dé ong ay yéu thuong. Gid
day, ong ay kho long quan tAm dén ba ta khi ma ba ta di danh
maAt chinh minh, va nay con dang tudi me cia 6ng iy nita co
day.” Hay nghi vé nhitng 10i nay: ‘Gi¢ day, 6ng ay kho long quan
tam dén ba ta.’ Su kién duoc néu ra trudc, sau dé hai ly do cia su
mat quan tdm mdi dugc néu. Mot trong hai 1y do nay 1a ba ta
“dang tudi me” ctia 6ng Ay. Nay, ba ta con dang tudi me ctia 6ng
dy. Anh hiéu ra chua, Catchpool? Néu nhu ndi ba ta dang tudi
me Ong 4y thi ba ta phai mai mai ddng tudi me 6ng iy chit dau
phai chi nay. Chi c6 kha nang dé ma thoil”

“Néi vy c6 hoi cudng ép qua khong?” t6i noi. “Y toi 13, néu
khong c6 chit ‘nay’ thi cdu dé hoan toan rd nghia: ‘Ong ay kho
long ma quan tdm dén ba ta, ba ta d3 danh mat chinh minh va
dang tudi me 6ng ay’.”

“Nhung, mon ami, anh néi budn cudi qua,” Poirot 1ap bap ndi.
“Chang c6 logic gi c. Chit ‘nay’ nam trong cAu dé ma. Ta khong
thé lam ngo khi né cd & dd. Ta khdng thé phét 18 chit ‘nay’ khi né
1t 1u ra ngay phia trudc chiung tal”

“T6i e rang tdi khong thé dong v vdi 6ng,” tdi ndi véi ddi chut
dao ddng. “Néu dé tdi doan thi tdi s& ndi y cia cAu nay 1a dai loai
nhu sau: Trudc khi ba ta ddnh mat chinh minh, anh chang dé
khong quan tdm 1adm hay khoéng dé y dén cach biét tudi tac giita



ho. C6 18 cach biét dé khong qua rd. Tuy nhién, nay ba ta khong
con & dinh cao xuin sic nita, gi kia bén kiém mot c6 ban tré
hon, hap dan hon, ngudi ma nay ga yéu thuong...”

Mat dé nhw gic, Poirot bat ddu mat kién nhan va to tiéng véi
t6i. “Anh doan cha hgp ly chuit nao ca, Catchpool a. Toi thi tbi
biét! Nghe Poirot ndi nay! Nghe mdt 1an nita that chinh xac
nhitng gi dd duoc ndi va trinh tw cta nd: ‘Gi¢ day ong ay kho
long quan tdm dén ba ta khi ma ba ta dd danh mat chinh minh,
va nay con dang tudi me cta 6ng iy nita co day.” Ly do mdt
khién 6ng 4y khong quan tAm dén ba ta nita dugc tiép ndi bang
Iy do hai! CAu trtic cAu thé hién qua rd rang cd hai tinh hudng
chang may nay dién ra vao lic nay cht trude kia thi khong.”

“Ong khong can phai quat 1én vdi t6i nhu thé, 6ng Poirot a. Toi
nam dugc vy dng roi, nhung toi van khong dong y. Khong phai ai
cling néi nang chuin xac duge nhu 6ng. Dién dich cta tdi han 1a
dtng, con cda 6ng thi sai, vi nhw dng van ndi, né khong cd v
nghia. Chinh 6ng da ndi vy ma: Ba ta phai mai mai ddng tudi
me Ong ay.”

“Catchpool oi 1a Catchpool. T6i bat dau that vong vé anh roi
ddy! Hay nghi dén dién bién ké tiép trong cudc tro chuyén do.
Rafal Bobak nghe Samuel Kidd, trong vai Richard Negus, ndi: ‘Toi
nghi ngd cai vu ddng-tudi-me cia ba. Rat nghi ddy’. Nancy, trong
vai Harriet ben tra 16i: ‘Thoéi dugc, khong ai trong chiing ta ching
t6 dugc minh dung, vay ta ¢ chap nhén la bat dong di’. Nhung
tai sao ca hai déu khong thé chirng t6 13 minh ding? chic chan
dé don gian 13 van dé sinh hoc, ngudi phu nit c6 dang tudi me



ngudi dan dng kia khéng? Néu ba ta 16n hon 6ng 4y bon tudi thi
ba ta khong dang tudi me. Chang ai nghi ngd chuyén dé ca! Néu
ba ta 16n hon 6ng 4y hai muoi tudi thi ba ta dang tudi me - diéu
d4 ciing chic chan khong kém.”

“con néu ba ta 16n hon dng Ay mudi ba tudi thi sao?” Jennie
Hobbs néi, mat nham nghién. “Hay mudi hai? cling cé nhitng
truong hop hiém... di nhién & day khong thé ap dung dugc.”

Héa ra Jennie d3 biét Poirot dang hudng téi dau. T6i 13 nguoi
duy nhat ti mu trong can phong nay.

“Mudi ba, mudi hai thi khong thich hap roil Ta cd thé hoi bac
si hay chuyén gia y khoa: vé mét ly thuyét liéu mot bé gai mudi
ba, mudi hai tudi c¢d thé sinh con duoc khong? Cau tra 101 sé 14 cé
hoac khdéng. Chung ta khong nén thao luan nhitng truong hop
ngoai 1é ctia I¥a tudi sinh con! Catchpool, anh con nhé ciu ndi
cua Samuel Kidd lién quan dén nguoi dan dng dugc cho 13 tré
hon chi: ‘Ly tri clia 6ng Ay u? Tdi thi cho rang 6ng iy chang con
Iy trf’. Chic chan anh s& néi 6ng Kidd chi don gidn ngu y rang
ngudi dan ong dé 1a mot ga ngoc.”

“Chac chan tdi nghi vay,” téi hon ddi ndi. “Sao 6ng khong néi
ra toi so suat diéu gi? Ong thong minh hon t6i qua chirng ma!”

Poirot bat ra mot tiéng kéu kha dung tuc: “Sacré tonnerre. Cap
doi duoc dé cap trong phong 317 1a Harriet Sippel va 6ng chong
George cta ba ta. Cudc tro chuyén khong phai la nghiém tic ma
c6 y nhao bang. George Sippel mat khi 6ng ay va Harriet déu con
tré. Samuel Kidd ndi George Sippel ‘khong con ly tri’ 1a y ndi néu
6ng ta con ton tai sau khi chét thi sy ton tai dé khong phai &



dang nguoi nita. Ong ta 1a hon ma, n’est-ce pas? Vi ly tri thi phai

& trong ndo, ma linh hon thi khong s hitu cac bd phan ctia con
ngudi. Hon ma George Sippel khong thé cé 1y tri.”

“T6i... Oi trdi oi. VAng, gi®f thi t6i hiéu roi.”

“Theo c4ch ndi clia Samuel Kidd, 6ng ta dua ra quan diém nay
— “T6i thi cho rang...’ - vi 6ng chd doi Nancy Ducane s& khong tan
thanh. Ba 4y cd thé noéi: ‘DI nhién hdén ma cling phai cé 1y tri.
HOn ma co kénh riéng va ¢ y muon ctia nd, ding khong nao?
Moi thir dén tir ddu néu khong phai tw 1y tri?”

Vé mat triét hoc ma ndi, dé 13 mot luan diém tha vi. Néu &
tinh hudng khac thi tdi sé suy ngdm van dé nay.

Poirot ndi tiép: “Nhan xét ctia Nancy vé viéc ‘dang tudi me’ dua
trén niém tin ctia ba dy rang khi ngudi ta chét thi tudi cling vinh
vién dirng lai. O thé gidi bén kia, ngudi ta khong gia di. Néu trg
lai dudi dang linh hon dé viéng tham ngudi vg gda clia minh,
George Sippel s& 1a chang trai tudi d6i mudi, titc d6 tudi cia ong
ta 1ic chét. Con Harriet, & dd tudi bdn muoi, nay con dang tudi
me ctaa ong ta.”

“Hoan hd,” Jennie néi bang mdt giong nhu thé dé 13 diéu
duong nhién. “T6i khong cé mat & dd, nhung cudc tro chuyén
sau dé di tiép tuc vdi su hién dién cta t6i. Ong Poirot qua la
ngudi thau sudt, 6ng Catchpool a. T6i hy vong 6ng sé tran trong
6ng ay.” V4i Poirot, cd ndi: “Cudc tranh lun tiép tuc... nd kéo dai
nhuw bat tdn! Nancy khang khang ba ay dung, nhung Sam khong
chiu nhuong bd. Anh 4y ndi hon ma khong ton tai theo chiéu
kich tuoi tdc ma trién mién bat tan. Vi vay néu ndi ai dé da 1én



tudi dé 1am me mot hdon ma thi ditt khoat 1 khong dung.”

Poirot ndi vdi t6i: “GEm qua phai khong, Catchpool? Trong khi
Rafal Bobak giao thirc an, Nancy Ducane - vdi ti thi cua Ida
Gransbury dung trén ghé ngay canh - d3 nhao bang ngudi phu
nit ma ba 4y di thong dong dé giét chét trudc do, trong cung
ngay hom ay. Pang thuong thay cho Harriet kh& khao: chong ba
ta khdng quan tAm dén viéc trao ddi truc tiép véi ba tir dwsi ndm
mo. Khong dau, 6ng ta chi chiu ndi vdi Jennie Hobbs, khién
Harriet chang con lua chon ndo khac néu mudn nhan théng diép
tlr 6ng ta: ba ta phai gap Jennie & Bloxham va khi lam vay ba
cling tim dén cdi chét cia chinh minh.”

“Khong ai ddng chét hon Harriet Sippel,” Jennie ndi. “Trong doi
t6i d3 nhiéu 1an hoi tiéc, nhung hoi tiéc vé viéc giét Harriet thi
khong hé.”

“con vé Ida Gransbury?” Toi hoi. “Tai sao co ta dén Bloxhom?”

“Al” Poirot ndi, khong bao gi¢ mét mdi trong viéc chia sé kho
kién thic bat tdn ma hinh nhu chi mdt minh 6ng s& hitu. “Ida
cling nhan mot 101 mdi khong thé cudng tir Richard Negus.
Khong phai dé giao tiép vdi ngudi than da khuat, ma 1a dé gip vi
hoén phu cii cich diy mudi sdu ndm. Khong khé dé hinh dung su
cam dd dé. Richard Negus bé rai Ida va chic chan da 1am tan nat
trai tim c6. C6 dd khong két hon véi ai sau dé. Téi dd rang
Richard d3 béng gid trong 14 thw vé kha nang hoa giai, tham chi
cid hon nhan. Mot két thic c¢d hiu. Ida dong v — ké cd don nao lai
bd qua co hoi thir hai cho mot tinh yéu dich thuc? — va Richard
bao rang o6ng sé dén phong co tai khach san Bloxham vio ldc 3



gi® 30 hay cd thé 1a 4 gi® ngay th* ndm. Catchpool, anh con nhé
nhan xét cla anh ch&? Vé viéc dén khach san ngay thit tw dé
danh nguyén ngay thi* ndm cho viéc nap mang ay ma? By gid
thi da rd hon ro6i, phai khong?”

TOi gat dau. “Richard Negus biét ngay thi* nam 6ng ta sé& phai
ra tay giét nguoi, roi sau dé ban than ciing bi giét. Ciing la Ié
thudng tinh néu 6ng ta mudn dén sém hon mot ngay dé chuan
bi tinh than cho cai thach thitc kép nay.”

“Cling dé tranh tau hodn chuyén hay su c6 nio dé tuong tu cé
thé &nh hudng dén ké hoach ctia dng ta,” Poirot néi.

“Nhu vay Jennie Hobbs dd giét Harriet Sippel, con Richard
Negus giét Ida Gransbury?” tdi hoi.

“Oui, mon ami.” Poirot nhin Jennie, thay c6 gat dau. “vao

khodng cung thoi gian trong ngay hom dd, 1an luot tai phong 121
va 317. Cung mot phuong phap da duoc s dung trong ca hai
phong dé du Harriet va Ida uéng thudc dobc. Jennie ndi vdi
Harriet: ‘Ba nén udng ly nudc trude khi nghe nhitng gi toi noi.
Pay roi, dé toi rét cho ba nhé. Ba ngdi xudbng di.’ Richard Negus
cling noi vdi Ida ndi dung tuong tw. Trong khi rét nuwdce vao chiéc
ly canh bon rira, Jennie va Negus 1én bd thuoc doc vao. Ly nudc
duoc trao cho hai nan nhan dé ho udng. Cai chét han da dién ra
rat nhanh sau do.”

“con cai chét cua Richard Negus thi sao?” t6i héi.

“Jennie d3 giét 6ng ay theo ké hoach ma hai nguti da thiét

lap.

“Phan 16n nhitng diéu tdi ké cho 6ng tai nha Sam 13 su that,”



Jennie noi. “Richard qua cé viét cho t6i sau nhiéu nam im lang.
Ong &y qua da bi dan vat bai tdi 10i gay ra cho Patrick va Frances
va khong thay dugc 16i thoat. Ong ay cho rang khong thé nao di
dén coéng ly hay tim dugc su binh yén tinh than trir phi cd bon
ching tdi, nhitng ngudi chiu tradch nhiém, phai tra giad bang
mang song ctia minh.”

“Ong ta yéu cau cb... gidp 6ng ta giét Harriet va Ida?” t6i hoi
mot cach khé khan.

“Phai. Giét ho, giét 6ng ay va giét ca tdi nita. Phai 1a tat ca
ching t6i, ong 4y khang khang nhu thé, néu khong thi sé 13 vo
nghia. Ong 4y khong muo6n lam ké sat nhan ma mudn 13 ‘ngudi
hanh quyét’ - 6ng ay dung tir nay rat nhiéu - va diéu dé cd nghia
6ng ay va toi sé khong tranh khdi su tritng phat. Toi dong v vdi
ong Ay rang Harriet va Ida dang chét. Ho 12 nhitng ké xau xa, ddc
ac. Nhung... toi lai khong muon chét, cling khong muon Richard
phai chét. V4i toi, viéc 6ng ay thuc su an nan vé vai tro cia minh
trong cai chét ctia Patrick 12 d 1am rdi. T6i biét nhu vay ciing 1a
dt ca véi Patrick 1an cic ding quyén ning cé hay khong ton tai.
Nhung t6i khong cach chi thuyét phuc dugc Richard. T6i thay
ngay rang c6 thi cling vd ich ma théi. Théng minh 13 vay,
nhung do6i khi ly tri ctia 6ng ay lai troi tudt, khién 6ng ay trd
thanh mot ké 13p di vi nhitng y tudng ky quac. Sudt bao ndm
suy ngam veé toi 16i... dng Ay di trd thanh mot dang ngudi qua
khich dén ky la. T6i khong hé ho nghi 6ng ay sé giét ca tdi néu
t0i khong tuan theo dé nghi ctia 6ng ay. Ong ay khong ndi ra rd
rang diéu do. Ong ay khong muon de doa toi, 6ng biét day. Ong



ay rat t té vdi toi. biéu 6ng &y muon va can la lién minh vdi ai
d6 giong nhu téi. Ong ay thanh thuc tin toi sé dong y ké hoach
cua 6ng ay vi, khong gidng nhw Harriet va Ida, t6i 1a nguoi biét ly
18. Ong 4y rat tu tin rang minh ding, rang giai phap ctia dng iy
la con duong duy nhat cho tat ca chiung t6i. Toi nghi cd 18 6ng ay
ding, nhung t6i so. Gid thi tdi khéng con sg¢ nita roi. T6i khong
biét diéu gi da lam t6i thay ddi. €S 18, ngay trong lic dau kho, toi
van thdy an 4i véi y nghi rang cudc doi tdi roi sé dugc cai thién.
Budn kho khong nhat thiét 1a tuyét vong.”

“CO biét cd phai v& nhan 101 dé tw c?u mang minh,” Poirot ndi.
“cach duy nhAat dé co thoat chét 14 néi déi mdt cach thuyét phuc
v0i Richard Negus. C6 khong biét phai lam gi, nén cd dén tim
Nancy Ducane dé xin giip d&.”

“Vang, dung vay. vVa ba ay da giai quyét duoc van dé cua toi, toi
nghi vay. K& hoach ctia ba 4y that thong minh. Theo 16i khuyén
cua ba 4y, toi chi goi v vdi Richard mot cai bién nho trong ké
hoach ctia 6ng ay. Y tudng cda 6ng ay la mot khi Harriet va Ida
da chét, 6ng ay s& giét toi roi tw sat. TAt nhién, 1a moit ngudi
quyén uy da quen vdi viéc ndm quyén chit ddng trudc bat c viéc
gl, 6ng 4y mudn 1 ngudi kiém soat toan bd cho dén khi két thuc.
Nancy dan tdi phai thuyét phuc Richard dé t6i giét 6ng 4y thay vi
bi 6ng Ay giét. ‘Khdng thé ndol toéi néi. ‘Ong ay chang bao gidy
dong y dau’. Nhung Nancy noi 6ng ay sé dong v néu toi biét cach
tiép can. T6i phai vo hang hai vdi ké hoach hon ca chinh 0ng ay.
B3 4y ndi dung. Viéc d6 da thanh cong. T6i dén gap Richard va
néi rang cai chét ctia bon ngudi ching toi — t6i, ong Ay, Harriet



va Ida - van 1a chua dd. Nancy ciing phai bi tritng phat. Toi gia
v0 nhw minh s& chi vui vé ma chét néu ba ay cling chét. Ba ay
con x4u xa hon ca Harriet, toi néi vay. T6i ké lai mdt cAu chuyén
dan dung cdng phu vé viéc Nancy dd muu d6 nhu thé nao dé
quyén rii Patrick, khién 6ng xa lanh vo va khong thé khudc tir ba
dy. Toi néi véi Richard rang ba Ay da thd nhan vdi toi rang ddng
cd thuc su ciia ba 4y khi 1én tiéng & King’s Head khdng phai 13 dé
gidp Patrick ma dé lam dau long Frances. B4 4y d3 hy vong
Frances tw van, hay it nhét 1a bd Patrick vé sdng véi cha tai
Cambridge, qua dé nhudng dudng cho ba ay.”

“Lai déi trd,” Poirot noi.

“Vang, di nhién 13 doi trd, nhung dé 13 nhitng 16i ndi déi do
chinh Nancy ggi v cho t6i, va né da hiéu nghiém! Richard da
dong v chét trudce toi.”

“Va ong ta khong hé biét Samuel Kidd cé tham gia?” Poirot hoi.

“Vang. Nancy va toi da 16i kéo anh ay vao cudc. Anh iy tham
gia vao k& hoach ctia chung t6i. Vi s¢ nga gdy co, ca hai ching toi
khdng muén leo qua canh ctra s6 dé rdi tréo ciy xudng sau khi
khéa ctra phong tir bén trong va gidu chia khoa sau vién gach. b6
14 cAch duy nhAt dé ra khoi phong 238. P4 14 ly do chung tbi cAn
Sam. Chuyén nay va chuyén gia dang lam Richard nira.”

“va vi thé ma chia khda budc phai gidu sau vién gach,” t6i 1am
bam, c6 xac dinh minh d3 nam bat tit ca hay chua. “Pé khi cd ké
lai cho chung t6i nhw ¢d da lam & nha Samuel Kidd, thi tat ca
déu cé vé khdp nhau: Richard Negus gidu chia khéa dé 1am ra vé
nhu hung thtt d3 mang né di, vi 6ng ta tham gia vao ké hoach



gia hoa cho Nancy Ducane.”

“Pung vay,” Poirot nodi. “Hodc gia Ong ta twdng la thé. Khi
Jennie trao cho 6ng ta ly nudc ch®a chat doc nhu thoa thun,
ong ta tin rang Jennie s& sdng sét va 1am moi cich dé dam bao
Nancy bi budc t0i giét ba ngudi & khach san Bloxhom. Ong ta tin
rang Jennie s& an ndi véi cAnh sat cach ndo dé dé khién ho nghi
ngd Nancy. Ong ta khong biét rang Nancy dd dan xép mdt chitng
¢ ngoai pham vitng nhu thép nhd cé sy hau thuan ctia ngai St.
John Wallace va phu nhan! Ong ta cling khong biét rang, sau cai
chét cia 6ng, chiéc khuy mang-xét sé bi day sau xudng cd hong,
chiéc chia khda s& dugc gidu sau vién gach, va cadnh clra sO s&
dugc mé ra... Ong ta khdong biét rang Jennie Hobbs, Nancy
Ducane va Samuel Kidd s& dan x&p dé cdc 4n mang cé vé nhu
dién ra tir Iic 7 giv’ 15 dén 8 gidy 101"

“Vang, Richard khong biét nhitng diéu do6,” Jennie xac nhan.
“Gio thi 6ng da hiéu vi sao t6i goi k& hoach ctia Nancy 1i thong
minh, 6ng Poirot a.”

“Ba 4y la mot hoa si tai hoa, thua c6. Nhitng hoa si tai hoa
nhat luén c¢é nhan quan chi tiét va cach nhin ciu tric dé€ moi
thanh to déu an khép véi nhau.”

Jennie quay sang toi. “Ca Nancy 1an toi déu khong mudn lam
vay. Ong phai tin t6i, 6ng Catchpool a. Néu t6i khdng cu Richard,
6ng ay sé giét t6i mat.” C6 ta thd dai. “Chung tdi da tinh toan tat
ca. Nancy du kién s& dugc v can, con Sam va toi s€ bi trirng
phat vé tdi gid hoa cho Nancy ch& khong phai tdi chét. Chung tbi
hy vong s& chi ngdi tit mdt thoi gian ngan. Sau dé, chung toi du



dinh sé& két hon vdi nhau.”

Thay vé ngac nhién cua chung tdi, Jennie néi thém: “0, t6i
khong yéu Sam nhu tirng yéu Patrick, nhung tdi cling rdt mén
anh ay. Anh ay s& 14 ngudi ban doi tot... néu nhuw toi khéng lam
d6 v tit ca bang viéc dAm chét Nancy.”

“Moi th d3 d6 vd ca roi, thua co. Toi da biét cd giét Harriet
Sippel va Richard Negus.”

“Toi khoéng giét Richard, dng Poirot a. Ong da sai diéu nay.
Richard muon chét. T6i trao thudc doc cho 6ng ay véi su ung
thuln hoan toan cta ong ay.”

“Phai, nhung vdi nhitng gia dinh sai. Richard Negus dong y
chét vi co d3 dong y ké hoach clia 6ng Ay rang ca bon ngudi cling
chét. RO6i bon sé tréd thanh nam khi c¢d 16i Nancy Ducane theo.
Nhung c6 da khong thuc sw dong y. C6 da phan boi 6ng ay va Am
muu phia sau lung 6ng ay. Ai biét dugc liéu Richard Negus c6
chon chét vao lic dé va theo cach dé hay khong néu cd ndi cho
6ng ay biét su that vé thoa thudn mat gitta cd va Nancy Ducane.”

Biéu hién clia Jennie chot danh lai. “T6i khong giét Richard
Negus. T6i khién 6ng 4y chét chang qua 13 dé tw vé. Néu khong
lam vay thi 6ng ay cling s& giét tdi thoi.”

“Co tirng ndi 6ng ay khong de doa diéu dé mot cach rd rét.”

“pung, nhung t6i biét diéu dé. Ong Catchpool, theo 6ng toi cd
giét Richard Negus hay khong?”

“Toi khong biét,” toi lung ting dap.

“Catchpool, mon ami, dirng cé ngé ngan thé.”



“Ong 4y khong ngd ngan,” Jennie ndi. “Ong 4y biét van dung
b0 ndo ctia 6ng a4y & nhitng noi ma 6ng khoéng van dung, 6ng
Poirot a. Xin hay nghf lai, tdi van dng diy. Trudc khi bi treo cd,
tdi hy vong dugc nghe 6ng néi rang téi khong giét Richard
Negus.”

T6i dirng day. “Chung ta di thoi, ong Poirot.” T6i muon két thuc
cudc 14y cung trong lic tir “hy vong” van 1o lttng trén khong.



CHUONG KET

Bon ngdy sau, toi dang ngdi trudc ngon 1ra 16 sudi réo rat tai nha
tro cua ba Blanche Unsworth, nham nhi ly rugu manh va nghi
ngoi 0 chi cia minh thi Poirot budc vao phong khach. Ong ditng
im canh t6i sudt nhiéu phut. Téi van khong ngudc 1én.

pugc mot lic, ong bat dau hang giong. “Catchpool, anh van...”
ong noi. “Anh van lang tranh cudc thao luin vé viéc Richard
Negus liéu cé phai bi giét hay chi dudc trg gitp dé tu sat, hay bi
giét dé ty va.”

“cudc thao ludn dé cé 1oi ich gi,” t6i néi ma thay bung co that.
T6i khong mudn quay trd lai dé tai cic &n mang & Bloxham. biéu
t6i muon, toi can, 1a ghi lai ching, viét ra giy tirng chi tiét nho
nhitng gl di xay ra. Téi thdy minh khd hiéu khi 1y tri thi mudn
viét, ma long thi lai khong mudn dé cap. Viét ra diéu gi dé sao lai
khé dén thé so vdi ndi nd ra?”
diu. chung ta sé thao ludn nhitng viéc khac. Lay vi du, t6i mdi
ghé qua quan ca phé Pleasant sang nay. Fee Spring nhd toi
chuyén 16i dén anh rang c6 &y mudn ndi chuyén véi anh vao dip



nao sdm nhat ma anh thu xép dugc. €6 4y khong hai long.”

“Vé toi u?”

“Phai. C6 4y ndi cO6 ay ngdi trong phong an cta khach san
Bloxham, nghe giai thich moi su, va lodng mot cai moi th® da
két thdc. Mot vu giét ngudi di dién ra ngay trudc mat tit ca
ching ta, va cau chuyén danh cho cac thinh gia ctia ching ta
van con dang dang d&. €6 Fee mudn dugc anh thuit lai cau
chuyén dé mot cach day da nhat.”

“pau phai 10i tai téi khi mot vu giét ngudi nita dién ra,” toi lau
bau ndi. “sao c6 4y khong tim doc trén bao nhu tat cd moi
nguoi?”

“TOi biét 6ng dinh gid tro gi roi, 6ng Poirot a,” toi yéu Ot noi.
“Ong nén tr bé di, that diay. Ong chi ton thoi gian thoéi vi Fee
Spring, c* cho rang... Thoi ndo, dng dirng 1dAm nham nita, cb
dugc khong?”

“Anh gian t06i.”

“Phai, cling c6 hoi mot chut,” toi thira nhan. “Henry Negus va
chiéc vali, Rafal Bobak va chiéc xe chd do giit, Thomas Brignell
va c6 ban gai cia anh ta @ trong vuo'n khach san, nguoi khoac do
nau nhat nhuw mdt n¥a phu ni & nudc Anh nay. Chiéc xe cut
kit...”

AL



“Phai, ‘&’. Ong biét tdng rang Jennie Hobbs chua chét, viy sao
con ra sttc danh lac huéng tdi, khién tdi nghi ngd thi thé cb ta
dugc chuyén ra khéi phong 402 béi mot trong ba ngudi it cé kha
nang gay an nhat?”

“Vi t6i muon khuyén khich anh van dung éc tudng tugng, ban
toi a. Néu anh khdéng xem xét nhitng kha nang mong manh nhat
thi anh s& khong thé trd thanh mot tham tir gidi giang, diéu ma
anh hoan toan cé thé. b4 1a viéc hudn luyén cac té bao xam nho
nho, budc ching phai dich chuyén theo nhitng hudng bat binh
thuong. T dd sé xuat hién cam hing.”

“Néu 6ng da noi vay...” toi ngd vuc noi.

“Anh nghi Poirot nay da di qua xa, vugt qua muc can thiét. Co
16 vay chang?”

“Tat cd nhitng tro nhang xi ctia 6ng lién quan dén vét mau
trong phong 402 tir viing mau gitta phong ra dén canh cra, tat ca
nhifng trd om som cda dng vé bé réng clia canh cra 1a dé lam gi
vay? Ong biét Jennie Hobbs khong bi giét, khong bi 16i di dau ca!”

“TOi qua cd biét, nhung anh thi khdéng. Gidbng nhu éng ban
vét mau trén san 1a cda co ta. Alors, t6i mudn anh tu van minh:
chiéc vali, chiéc xe ch® dd giat, ca hai déu 1 nhitng vat cd thé
dua vao phong 402, dén ngay vi tri cai xac da tirng nam. Vay tai
sao hung thu lai phai kéo cai x4c ra tAn cra? Han sé& khong 1am
thé! Co ta s& khong 1am thél vét mau ra hudng cra at phai 14 trd
bip. N6 nham goi v rang t thi bi 16i ra khéi phong, mic du né
khong hé & trong phong. b6 13 mdt chi tiét nho, gid tao, nhung



lai rat quan trong trong viéc tao niém tin vé mot hién trudong an
mang. Nhung vdi Hercule Poirot thi dé lai 1 mot chi tiét cho
phép ong ta khang dinh diéu ma 6ng ta von da rat nghi ngd:
Jennie Hobbs, khong hé bi giét trong cdn phong dd, khong cé bat
ky ai khac bi giét. T6i khéng hinh dung ndi cé phuong phap nao
dé dua cai x4c ra ngoai ma nhat thiét phai c6 vét mau huéng ra
cra. Khong mot ké sat nhan nao ddm dua xac nan nhan ra hanh
lang cong cong cia khach san ma khong gidu no trong mot vat
chita nao dé. Moi vat chita ma t6i c6 thé hinh dung ra déu cd thé
dé dang dua vao phong, ddy dén chd xac chét thay vi budc xac
chét phai chu du ra tan ctra. P6 1a mot logic gidn don, Catchpool
a. Toi con ngac nhién vi anh khéng nhan ra né ngay tirc thi nita
day.

“Ong hay that day, dng Poirot,” t6i ndi. “LAn sau néu 6ng muon
t6i nhan ra ngay diéu gi, xin hiy lam on m& miéng ra va noi cho
toi biét. Xin c néi thang than ra, 6ng s& thay bét di nhiéu phién
ha.”

Ong mim cuodi. “Bien. T ngudi ban toét Catchpool, toi s& cd

gang hoc héi cdi comportement thang than. Tai xin bat dau ngay

day!” Ong rut tr trong tui ra mot chiéc phong bi. “Cai nay t6i mdi
nhan dugc cach day mot gid. Anh cd thé khong ung tdi can thiép
vao chuyén riéng tu cta anh, Catchpool a. Anh cé thé nght:
‘Poirot 6ng Ay wa xen vao chuyén ngudi khic chang ding noi
dtng chd.” Nhung 14 thu nay lai bay t6 suw biét on d6i véi cai
nhugc diém té hai nay cua t6i ma anh cho 1a khong thé chiu
dung noi.”



“Néu dng dé cip dén Fee Spring thi xin thua rang cd ay khong
phai 1a ‘chuyén riéng’ ctia t6i va sé khong bao gi®’ 1a nhu thé,” toi
néi, mat ddi theo 14 thu trong tay ong. “Ong dang day vao
‘chuyén riéng tu’ dam dd gi vay? Ma biét on vi 18 gi co ch?”

“Vi da két tdc se duyén cho hai ngudi rat yéu nhau.”

“Thu ctia ai vay?”

Poirot mim cudi. “Cta bac si Ambrose Flowerday va phu
nhan,” 6ng ndi, roi trao 14 thw cho toi doc.

ESOPHIE HANNAHT
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